
The Collect and Gospel
appointed for 16 August, the Eleventh Sunday after Trinity

O God, you declare your almighty power
most chiefly in showing mercy and pity:
mercifully grant to us such a measure of your grace,
that we, running the way of your commandments,
may receive your gracious promises,
and be made partakers of your heavenly treasure;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from St Matthew’s Gospel, chapter 15, verses 21-28

Jesus withdrew to the region of Tyre and Sidon. 
A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, 
“Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! 
My daughter is suffering terribly from demon-possession.” 
Jesus did not answer a word. 
So his disciples came to him and urged him, 
“Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us.” 
He answered, 
“I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel.” 
The woman came and knelt before him. 
“Lord, help me!” she said. 
He replied, 
“It is not right to take the children’s bread and toss it to their dogs.” 
“Yes, Lord,” she said, 
“but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” 
Then Jesus answered, 
“Woman, you have great faith! 
Your request is granted.” 
And her daughter was healed from that very hour.


