WELCOME - BIENVENUE TO CHRIST CHURCH IN THE MANCHE, AVRANCHES, for Evening prayer August 9th 2026

In the Name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit, welcome to this evening’s service of worship and prayer.

Introduction to theme

Jesus said, where two or three are gathered together, there am I in the midst of them. 
So we say together: 
Loving Lord,
fill us with your life-giving,
joy-giving, peace-giving presence, as we gather here today.
that we may praise you now with our lips
and all the week long with our lives,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Hymn 560: Praise my soul the King of heaven

Prayers of confession
Jesus says, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is close
at hand. So let us turn away from sin and turn to him,
confessing our sins in penitence and faith.

O Jesus Christ, risen master and triumphant Lord,
we come to you in sorrow for our sins,
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief.

We have lived by our own strength,
and not by the power of your resurrection.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Lord, hear us and help us.

We have lived by the light of our own eyes,
as faithless and not believing.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Lord, hear us and help us.

We have lived for this world alone,
and doubted our home in heaven.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Lord, hear us and help us.

Lord God,
we have sinned against you;
we have done evil in your sight.
We are sorry and repent.
Have mercy on us according to your love.
Wash away our wrongdoing and cleanse us from our sin.
Renew a right spirit within us
and restore us to the joy of your salvation,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, bring us his pardon and peace, now and for ever.  Amen.

We say together: Father God, thank-you that neither death nor life nor neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation will be able to separate us from Your love that is in in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

Psalm 85; 8-13
I will listen to what God the LORD says;
    he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants—
    but let them not turn to folly.
9 Surely his salvation is near those who fear him,
    that his glory may dwell in our land.
10 Love and faithfulness meet together;
    righteousness and peace kiss each other.
11 Faithfulness springs forth from the earth,
    and righteousness looks down from heaven.
12 The LORD will indeed give what is good,
    and our land will yield its harvest.
13 Righteousness goes before him
    and prepares the way for his steps.

First reading: 1 Kings 19 9-18
Hymn: 111 Dear Lord and Father of mankind

Second reading: Romans 10 5-15

Hymn: 359: Jesus calls us

Gospel reading: Matthew 14 22-33
This is the gospel of Christ; 
Praise to you O Lord.

Sermon

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God:	
We believe in God the Father,
from whom every family
in heaven and on earth is named.

We believe in God the Son,
who lives in our hearts through faith,
and fills us with his love.

We believe in God the Holy Spirit,
who strengthens us
with power from on high.

We believe in one God;
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Hymn 469: My faith looks up to thee

Prayers of intercession: 

The collect for today: Lord of heaven and earth, as Jesus taught his disciples to be persistent in prayer, give us patience and courage never to lose hope, but always to bring our prayers before you; through Jesus Christ our Lord.

The Lord’s prayer 

Hymn and offering: 201: Guide me O thou great Jehovah


Go in peace to Love and serve the Lord
In the Name of Christ, Amen

May the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen

Notices, tea, coffee and cake!

