READINGS FOR AUGUST
Sunday 2nd August – 1st Reading
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
The Lord says this:
Everyone who thirsts,
   	come to the waters;
and you that have no money,
   come, buy and eat!
Come, buy wine and milk
   without money and without price.
Why do you spend your money for that which is not bread,
   and your labour for that which does not satisfy?
Listen carefully to me, and eat what is good,
   and delight yourselves in rich food.
Incline your ear, and come to me;
   listen, so that you may live.
I will make with you an everlasting covenant,
   my steadfast, sure love for David.
See, 
I made him a witness to the peoples,
   	a leader and commander for the peoples.
See, 
you shall call nations that you do not know,
   	and nations that do not know you shall run to you,
because of the LORD your God, 
the Holy One of Israel;
for he has glorified you.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church

2nd August – 2nd Reading

A Reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Church of Rome.
I am speaking the truth in Christ—I am not lying; my conscience confirms it by the Holy Spirit— I have great sorrow and unceasing anguish in my heart. For I could wish that I myself were accursed and cut off from Christ for the sake of my own people, my kindred according to the flesh. They are Israelites, and to them belong the adoption, the glory, the covenants, the giving of the law, the worship, and the promises; to them belong the patriarchs, and from them, according to the flesh, comes the Messiah, who is over all, God blessed for ever. 
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church




















Sunday 9th August – 1st Reading

A Reading from the First Book of the Kings
When Elijah reached Horeb, the mountain of God, he came to a cave, and spent the night there. 
Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, ‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ 
He answered, ‘I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.’
He said, ‘Go out and stand on the mountain before the LORD, for the LORD is about to pass by.’ 
Now there was a great wind, so strong that it was splitting mountains and breaking rocks in pieces before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind; 
and after the wind an earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthquake; 
and after the earthquake a fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; 
and after the fire a sound of sheer silence. 
When Elijah heard it, he wrapped his face in his mantle and went out and stood at the entrance of the cave. 
Then there came a voice to him that said, 
‘What are you doing here, Elijah?’ 
He answered, ‘I have been very zealous for the LORD, the God of hosts; for the Israelites have forsaken your covenant, thrown down your altars, and killed your prophets with the sword. I alone am left, and they are seeking my life, to take it away.’ 
Then the LORD said to him, 
‘Go, 
return on your way 
to the wilderness of Damascus; 
when you arrive, 
you shall anoint Haz-ael as king over Aram. 
Also you shall anoint Jehu son of Nimshi 
as king over Israel; 
and you shall anoint Elisha 
son of Shaphat of Abel-Me-holah as prophet in your place. 
Whoever escapes from the sword of Ha-zael, Jehu shall kill; and whoever escapes from the sword of Jehu, Elisha shall kill. Yet I will leave seven thousand in Israel, all the knees that have not bowed to Baal, and every mouth that has not kissed him.’
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church























9th August – 2nd Reading

A Reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Church of Rome.
Moses writes concerning the righteousness that comes from the law, that the person who does these things will live by them. But the righteousness that comes from faith says, Do not say in your heart, “Who will ascend into heaven?”  (that is, to bring Christ down) or “Who will descend into the abyss?”  (that is, to bring Christ up from the dead). But what does it say?
The word is near you,
   on your lips and in your heart
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For one believes with the heart and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 
The scripture says, No one who believes in him will be put to shame. For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. For, Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be saved.
But how are they to call on one in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in one of whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone to proclaim him? And how are they to proclaim him unless they are sent? As it is written, How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church






Sunday 16th August – 1st READING
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
Thus says the LORD:
   Maintain justice, and do what is right,
for soon my salvation will come,
   and my deliverance be revealed.

And the foreigners who join themselves to the LORD,
   to minister to him, to love the name of the LORD,
   and to be his servants,
all who keep the sabbath, and do not profane it,
   and hold fast my covenant—
these I will bring to my holy mountain,
   and make them joyful in my house of prayer;
their burnt-offerings and their sacrifices
   will be accepted on my altar;
for my house shall be called a house of prayer
   for all peoples.
Thus says the Lord GOD,
   who gathers the outcasts of Israel,
I will gather others to them
   besides those already gathered.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church













Sunday 16th August – 2nd Reading
A Reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Romans
I ask, then, has God rejected his people? By no means! I myself am an Israelite, a descendant of Abraham, a member of the tribe of Benjamin. God has not rejected his people whom he foreknew. 
Do you not know what the scripture says of Elijah, how he pleads with God against Israel? for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable. Just as you were once disobedient to God but have now received mercy because of their disobedience, so they have now been disobedient in order that, by the mercy shown to you, they too may now receive mercy. For God has imprisoned all in disobedience so that he may be merciful to all.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church



















Sunday 24th August – 1st Reading

A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
Listen to me, 
you that pursue righteousness,
   	you that seek the LORD.
Look to the rock from which you were hewn,
   and to the quarry from which you were dug.
Look to Abraham your father
   and to Sarah who bore you;
for he was but one when I called him,
   but I blessed him and made him many.
For the LORD will comfort Zion;
   he will comfort all her waste places,
and will make her wilderness like Eden,
   her desert like the garden of the LORD;
joy and gladness will be found in her,
   thanksgiving and the voice of song.
Listen to me, my people,
   and give heed to me, my nation;
for a teaching will go out from me,
   and my justice for a light to the peoples.
I will bring near my deliverance swiftly,
   my salvation has gone out
   and my arms will rule the peoples;
the coastlands wait for me,
   and for my arm they hope.


Lift up your eyes to the heavens,
   and look at the earth beneath;
for the heavens will vanish like smoke,
   the earth will wear out like a garment,
   and those who live on it will die like gnats; 
but my salvation will be for ever,
   and my deliverance will never be ended.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church











































23rd August – 2nd reading

A Reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Church of Rome.
I appeal to you therefore, brothers and sisters, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and acceptable to God, which is your spiritual worship. 
Do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your minds, so that you may discern what is the will of God—what is good and acceptable and perfect. 
For by the grace given to me I say to everyone among you not to think of yourself more highly than you ought to think, but to think with sober judgement, each according to the measure of faith that God has assigned. For as in one body we have many members, and not all the members have the same function, so we, who are many, are one body in Christ, and individually we are members one of another. We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; the compassionate, in cheerfulness.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church












Sunday 30th August – 1st Reading
A Reading from the Book of the Prophet Isaiah
But now thus says the LORD, 
he who created you, O Jacob, 
he who formed you, O Israel: 
Do not be afraid, for I have redeemed you; 
I have called you by name, you are mine. 
When you pass through the waters, 
I will be with you; 
and through the rivers, 
they shall not overwhelm you; 
when you walk through fire 
you shall not be burned, and the flame shall not consume you. 
For I am the LORD your God, 
the Holy One of Israel, your Saviour. I give Egypt as your ransom, Ethiopia and Seba in exchange for you. 
Because you are precious in my sight, and honoured, and I love you, I give people in return for you, nations in exchange for your life.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church




















30th August -2nd Reading

A Reading from the Letter of St Paul to the Church of Colossae.
So if you have been raised with Christ, 
seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 
Set your minds on things that are above, 
not on things that are on earth; 
for you have died, 
and your life is hidden with Christ in God. 
When Christ 
who is your life is revealed, 
then you also will be revealed with him in glory.
Since you have stripped off the old self with its practices and have clothed yourselves with the new self, you are being renewed in knowledge according to the image of its creator. In that renewal there is no longer Greek and Jew, barbarian, slave and free; but Christ is all and in all!
As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, 
clothe yourselves 
with compassion, 
kindness, 
humility, 
meekness, and patience. 
Bear with one another and, 
if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 
Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds everything together in perfect harmony. 
And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you were called in the one body. And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish one another in all wisdom; do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through him.
Hear what the Spirit is saying to the Church



