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Building a society worth logging off for 
The Government's announcement of a social media ban for under-16s 

has prompted a lively and important debate. Many parents, teachers, youth & 
community workers will recognise the concerns that lie behind it. 

 

WRITTEN BY THE VERY REVEREND ANDREW ZIHNI, DEAN OF GLOUCESTER 
 

We know that social media can expose young people to harmful content, unrealistic 
expectations, bullying, exploitation and addiction. We've seen the impact on mental 
health, self-esteem and relationships - and it's understandable that many welcome 
decisive action. 

Yet whatever our views on the proposed ban, it seems to me that an even                                                
more important question lies beneath the headlines.  
 

If young people spend less time online, where will they spend more time?  
 

For more than a decade, we've watched as increasing amounts of life have migrated into 
digital spaces. For many young people, social media has become, not simply a source of 
entertainment but a place of identity, friendship and belonging.  If we seek to limit access 
to those spaces, we must ask what alternatives we are offering.  
 

The Christian faith begins with a profound truth: human beings are created for 
relationship.   In the opening chapters of Genesis, we discover that we're made in the 
image of a relational God. We flourish not in isolation but in community. We need places 
where we're known, valued and loved.  
 

The question before us, therefore, is not simply how we protect children from harm. It is 
how we help them flourish.  
 

A society cannot thrive by restricting harmful influences alone. It must also cultivate what 
is good. If social media occupies less of a young person's life, then we must ensure there 
are other opportunities for friendship, creativity and community through activities such as 
sport, music, volunteering, worship and service.  
 

We must invest in youth provision, community spaces and the networks of trusted adults 
who help young people navigate life's challenges 
 

Sadly, in recent years, many of the institutions that once provided these opportunities 
have come under pressure. Youth clubs have closed. Community groups have struggled. 
Families are often stretched by the demands of modern life. The result is that many young 
people experience profound loneliness despite being more digitally connected than any 
previous generation.  
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This is why the debate about social media cannot be separated from a wider conversation 
about community.  
 

Religious and spiritual hubs have an important contribution to make here.  For centuries, 
they have been a place where people of different ages and backgrounds gather together. 
They offer friendship, purpose and belonging. They remind people that their value is not 
determined by appearance, popularity or performance, but by the love of God.  
 

At Gloucester Cathedral, we see every day the hunger people have for connection, 
meaning and hope. We see it in our work with schools, our worship, our events and the 
countless conversations that take place inside and outside these ancient walls.  
 

Young people, like all of us, are searching for somewhere they can belong.  
 

That's why I believe the most important question arising from this debate is not whether 
we can persuade young people to spend less time online. It's whether we can build a 
society worth logging off for.  
 

Can we create communities where young people feel safe, valued and heard?  

Can we provide opportunities for genuine encounter rather than endless scrolling?  

Can we offer places where they can discover who they are, explore life's deeper 
questions and build meaningful relationships?  
 

These are challenges for all of us: parents, schools, churches, local authorities, 
community organisations and policymakers alike.  
 

A social media ban may or may not prove effective. Time will tell. But one thing is certain: 
young people need more than protection from harm. They need hope, purpose and 
belonging.  
 

As Christians, we believe these are found most fully in relationship with God and with one 
another. Our task is to ensure that, when young people look up from their screens, they 
find communities ready to welcome them.  
 

Written by The Very Reverend Andrew Zihni, Dean of Gloucester – published in The 
Diocese of Gloucester Weekly Bulletin 28.7.2026 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

 

Corrections to August newsletter 
 

- Of course, Muriel Russell is Sally’s mother-in-law: I offer my apologies to both. 
 

- And, please note change of date for Harvest to October 11th – see below. 
 

A Prayer 
 

Lord, help us to use the technology with which we are abundantly 
blessed as a means of lifting others up rather than tearing them 
down.  Let us use it for the betterment of the world, and may we 
always remember that on the other side of our devices is a fellow 
child of God.  Amen. 
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SERVICES AND EVENTS 
SEPTEMBER 

Sep 6th Sunday  9.30am PARISH COMMUNION  
 

 
Sept 12th Saturday  10am  Ride + Stride or Drive (see pp5-6) 
 

Sep 13th Sunday  9.30am PARISH COMMUNION       
            with Acorns Stall and Refreshments 

Sep 19th Saturday  2pm  Wedding: Jessica Nevin+John Smith-Maxwell 
 

Sep 20th Sunday  9.30am MORNING PRAISE 
 

Sep 27th Sunday  9.30am PARISH COMMUNION 
                                          with Refreshments 
 

OCTOBER 
Oct 4th Sunday  9.30am PARISH COMMUNION       
 

Oct 11th   Sunday 11am  HARVEST FESTIVAL 
                                        including Family Communion & Acorns Stall 
**please note the time: 11am followed by a 
   Bring & Share Lunch in Ann Townend Hall 
           All are very welcome!! 
 
 
 

Oct 14th Wednesday 10-12noon Parish Coffee Morning with Pam Dell 
   at 9 Orchard Drive 

 

Oct 18th  Sunday 9.30am PARISH COMMUNION  

 

Oct 25th  Sunday 9.30am MORNING PRAISE + Refreshments 
 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

 

HARVEST FESTIVAL on 11th October 2026, 11am, led by Canon Nick 
 

We’re celebrating Harvest Festival on Sunday 11th October at 11 a.m.   All, including 
families, are welcome for a traditional harvest service & to stay for a Bring and Share 
harvest lunch in the Ann Townend Hall afterwards.  It should not only give us an 
opportunity to celebrate the harvest but also our local community.  Donations of 
harvest produce and groceries are welcome for display in the Church.  Non-
perishable gifts will go to the Tewkesbury Food Bank & those who kindly bring harvest 
vegetables / fruit are asked to take these home.  On Sundays 11th & 18th October we 
will make a special cash collection for donations to two charities that support those in 
great need: Gloucestershire Farming Friends and Mary’s Meals. 

Wednesday 9th Sep 10am -12noon   PARISH COFFEE MORNING 
                                     with Angela & Chris, Shieling Fleet Rd 
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Readings, Readers & Hymns 

 

9.30am  
unless time given 

readings 
        [small lectionary] 

1st & 2nd 
readings 

hymns 
NEH unless stated 

6th September 

Trinity 14 

Parish Communion 

Ezekiel 33.7-11     p315 

Romans 13.8-14 

Matthew 18.15-20 

 
Mandy 
Hunt 

449 Soldiers of Christ arise 
410 My God how wonderful 
296 Lord, enthroned in heavenly 
475 Ye holy angels bright 

13th September 

Trinity 15 

Parish Communion 

Genesis 50.15-21  p321 

Romans 14.1-12 

Matthew 18.21-35 

 
Mike 

Jones 

468 Through the night of doubt 
364 God is love let heavens 
417 O God our help in ages past 
362 Glorious things of thee 

20th September 

Trinity 16 

Morning Praise 

                contemporary 

Exodus 16.2-15 

Matthew 20.1-16 

 
Lucy  

Jones 

                              Junior Praise 
41 Father hear the prayer 
64 Great is your faithfulness 
17 Bind us together Lord 

27th September 

Trinity 17 

Parish Communion 

Ezek 18.1-4.25-32 p327 

Philippians 2.1-33 

Matthew 21.23-32 

 
Nicola 

McKeever 

332 All hail the power   omit * 
393 Lead us heavenly Father 
437 Praise the Lord, ye heavens 
338 At the name of Jesus   omit* 

4th October 

Trinity 18 

Parish Communion 

Isaiah 5.1-7        p338 
Philippians 3.4b-14 

Matthew 21.33-46 

 
Richard 
Bailey 

205 Christ is made the sure 
234 Christ whose glory fills 
206 Christ is our cornerstone 
186 Tell out my soul 

11th October 

Harvest @ 11am 
Family Communion 

Isaiah 25.1-9     p344 
Philippians 4.1-9 
Matthew 22.1-14 

 
Nick 

Reeves  

259 Come ye thankful people 
260 Fair waved the golden corn 
262 We plough the fields 
263 All creatures of our God   omit* 

18th October 

Luke the Evangelist / 
Trinity 20 

Parish Communion 

p1018 Isaiah 35.3-6 2 
Timothy 4.5-17                     
Luke10.1-9 

OR p350 Isaiah 45.1-7  

1 Thess1.1-10              
Matthew 22.15-22 

 
Mac 

McKeever 
 

360 Firmly I believe and truly 
372 He who would valiant be 
420 O Jesus I have promised 
485 Thy hand O God has guided 

25th October 

Trinity 21 

Morning Praise 

                contemporary 

1 Thess 2.1-8 

Matthew 22.34-46 

 
Olivia  

125  Love is his word          RED 
19 Bind us together Lord  
45 For the healing of the nations 

 
 
 

Everyone is always welcome at all our services and events. 
   See our website: http://www.achurchnearyou.com/twyning-st-mary-magdalene 
 

  NB An induction loop for those with hearing aids is available at all services in Twyning Church 
 
 

Contact us on: 
Vicar:      Rev’d Canon Nick Davies 01684 850 959 
Reader & Parish Lay Minister:  Angela Cole   01684 294 325 
Churchwarden:    Chris Cole   01684 294 325 
Hon. Treasurer:    Richard Bailey  01684 298 268 
Benefice Administrator  Claire Redstone  01684 850 959  

info@tewkesburyabbey.org.uk 
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or DRIVE on Saturday 12th Sept 
starting from Twyning Village Green at 9.30am. 

For the cars and the oldies:- Strensham, Earl’s Croome, Hill 
Croome, Ripple & Twyning Churches with lunch at “The Railway 
Inn” at Ripple from 12.30 to 2.00pm – a total of 17 miles. 
For the youngsters and their leaders:-Strensham, Hill Croome, 
Ripple & Twyning Churches with lunch at Ripple: 12 mls (or less) 
 

 Return for tea in the garden at Birds Farm from 3.30pm  
Would you like to join in all or part of this route? 
If you are not a rider why not come in a car…….. 

Maybe you would like to sponsor us, for Church funds 
- give a cash donation to any rider or donate directly the Twyning 
PCC account: Lloyds Bank sort code 30-91-87 acc’t no 04635199  

If you have any queries please contact:-Richard Bailey 
01684 298 268 RABailey@btinternet.com 
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<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 

Commemoration of the Faithful Departed 
 

On All Saint’s Day, Sunday 1st November, we shall be remembering our loved ones 
and names will be read out.  The list of names used previously has been augmented 
with those who have recently died.  The sheets will be in church from Sunday 18th 
October for any amendments you wish to make - please print in capitals. 
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Richard Bailey was perusing Margaret’s Bible one Sunday and he found interesting 

pages of information at the back. 
 
Here is the final offering 
. 
Thank you, Richard. 
 
 
 
 

…  
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We are part of the Benefice of Tewkesbury with Walton Cardiff &Twyning with 
Revd Canon Nick Davies as our vicar. 
 

Links with those at the Abbey are becoming stronger naturally as the 
months and years go by.  Canon Nick takes at least one service a month at 
Twyning so we see him regularly. 

Ven Ron and Angela, Lay Reader, as part of the ministry team attend bi-monthly meetings 
and are on the rota taking services at the Abbey, including Morning and Evening Prayer.  
Claire, as our benefice administrator, often emails or phones with information or queries, 
for example about rotas, funerals and/or the churchyard.  Feel free to get in touch with 
any / all of them – contact details for most are on page 4. 
 

CONGRATULATIONS! 
to Carleton Etherington, the Abbey organist and Director of Music, who has been 
elected an Associate of the Royal School of Church Music (ARSCM) in recognition of 
his work in the world of church music. 
 
 

                                                                                
 

TEWKESBURY ABBEY TOURS - See more details online & bring your visitors 
Highlights Tours: 11am – Wednesdays, Fridays & Saturdays. 12:30pm – Thurs & Sundays. 
Tower / Hidden Spaces Tours: 2pm – Wednesdays to Sundays. 
Tombs, Trees and Tributes Tour: 5pm – Thursdays; 4pm – Saturdays. 
Tickets are available in the Abbey Shop and online. 

Benefice of 
Tewkesbury Abbey with 

Walton Cardiff & Twyning 

 

 
 

September 
 
1 – Keith Hearnshaw 
                 (Concert Organist) 
8 – Alison Howell 
      (Keynsham Parish Church) 
15 – Roger Judd     (Hereford) 
22 – Anthony Gritten (London) 
29 – Carleton Etherington  
              (Tewkesbury Abbey) 
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SERVICE TIMES AT TEWKESBURY ABBEY        (please check with Abbey Bulletin)  

Sunday     7.30am   Morning Prayer 
                        8am   Holy Communion BCP 
10.30am  High Mass with Children’s Church 
                        5pm   Evensong 
Monday         9am   Morning Prayer 
4pm Evening Prayer /5.30   Choral Evensong 
Tuesday         9am   Morning Prayer 
                   12 noon  Holy Communion 
4pm Evening Prayer /5.30   Choral Evensong 

Wednesday 9am   Morning Prayer 
                      4pm    Centering Prayer 
Thursday     9am    Morning Prayer 
                    11am    Holy Communion (BCP) 
                        5.30   Choral Evensong 
Friday             9am   Morning Prayer 
                        5.30   Choral Evensong 
Saturday      9am     Morning Prayer 
                        4pm     Evening Prayer 

 

What’s On – see the full details at What's On - Tewkesbury Abbey 
 

Wed 26 August 7.30pm - The Music of James Bond with the Great British Film Orchestra  
 

Sat 29 August 5.30pm - The Tallis Choral Foundation: British Choral Classics  
 

Sat 12 September 3pm – The Sixteen Choral Pilgrimage: Lead Kindly Light 
 

Sat 26 September 7:30pm - Fulltone Symphony Orchestra with New World Symphony 
 

Tues 29 Sep – Sat 3 Oct - Classics in the Abbey: Pride & Prejudice: times vary 2.30/7.30 
Tickets for all the above available online at www.tewkesburyabbey.org.uk 

 

COMING IN OCTOBER: MAJOR EXHIBITION – BAYEUX TAPESTRY EXHIBITION  
 

CONTACT US on 01684 850 959 
Rev’d Canon Nick Davies          vicar@tewkesburyabbey.org.uk 
Benefice Administrator   Claire Redstone     info@tewkesburyabbey.org.uk 
 

<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<<< 
 
 

September’s Synopsis 
 

Katharine Parr of Sudeley, Queen, died 5 September 1548 
Katharine Parr married the ailing King Henry VIII in 1543.   

The marriage was an immediate success.  Queen Katharine was an  
admirable and caring wife and nursemaid to the King.  She was a  
loving stepmother to Edward, Elizabeth and Mary, encouraging  
their education and their Christian piety.  Katharine was an intellectual with a 
passionate interest in theology, and attracted courtiers sympathetic to the 
reformed faith.  After the death of the King, Katharine married Thomas Semour 
and moved to Sudeley Castle, Winchcombe.  It was a love match, but all too brief 
as Katherine died of childbirth fever a year later on 5 Sep 1548.  She was a 
friend & patron of many of the reformers including Latimer & Cranmer and wrote 
two devotional works: Prayers or Medytacians and The Lamentation of a sinner. 

0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0-0 
 

Many thanks to those who contribute: please send items for the next issue –by 20th September  
 

Peace and blessings to you all, Angela 
Reader, Parish Lay Minister         01684 294325         angelacole135@hotmail.com 

 



 10 

LOCAL SERVICES 2026 

 
To place an Advertisement please contact Richard Bailey 01684 298 268 

RABailey@btinternet.com 
Please mention Twyning Church Parish Newsletter when responding to advertisers. 

 

BODY-WISE MASSAGE & BEAUTY 
Twyning based treatment room, providing massage and beauty services. 
Experienced and VTCT qualified with Beauty Guild Insurance. 
Contact Sophie Essex for a treatment list and bookings. Gift vouchers are available. 
Phone 07977099490  Email: sophie.essex@hotmail.co.uk 
Treatment room at Lenton House, Hillend, Twyning, GL20 6DW 
 

CARS 
Warners Motor Group, Shannon Way Tewkesbury.    
New and Used Cars, MOT's and Servicing. Mechanical repairs to all makes. Tyres, Exhausts and 
Batteries.  Phone 01684 297 575 – www.warnerscars.co.uk 
 

CARS - TWYNING GARAGE  
Twyning Garage for any make. Servicing, M.O.T's. A/Con Tyres, Batteries and Exhausts, Always 
a friendly welcome and best prices. 

Phone 01684 296999   E-mail: enquiries@twyninggarage.co.com 
 

CAR SALES – TEWKESBURY MOTOR SALES  
At Tewkesbury Motor Sales, we take pride in what matters most to our customers. We offer 
fantastic used cars and vans at affordable prices.   
We set the standard in making sure customer service and satisfaction is our number 1 priority. 
Our policy is to provide reliable and affordable vehicles with warranties, from our small 
independent family-run company. 
Phone 01684 275778   E-mail: enquiries@tewkesburymotorsales.com 
 

COVERSURE INSURANCE SERVICES  
Local Insurance Broker - All types of insurance, Commercial and Personal Lines 
 77 Barton Street Tewkesbury.     www.coversure.co.uk/tewkesbury 

  Free Phone 0800 308 1323     Local 01684 438 001 
 

FIREWOOD LOGS - JOHN HARTLAND 
Seasoned hardwood firewood logs delivered (small or large loads). Mobile firewood 
processing unit and log splitting service. Tractor hedge trimming, baling and wrapping.  
Lawn Bar Barns, Lawn Bar Road, Corse Lawn, Gloucester, GL19 4LX 
Email: info@glosfirewood.co.uk  Phone 01684 275 859 Mobile 07811 340 975. 
 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS Alexander Burn Ltd. Courteous and Efficient Service.  
Independent Business, 24 Personal Service. Private Chapels of Rest 

 22 Church Road, Bishops Cleeve, Cheltenham. GL52 8LR   01242 673 300 
 23-24 High Street, Tewkesbury, GL20 5AL      01684 2762 00 
 436 High Street Cheltenham, GL50 3JA    01242 245 350 
 11 North Street, Winchcombe, Cheltenham, GL54 5LH   01242 604 888 

www.alexanderburn.com Phone 01242 673 300 
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FUNERAL DIRECTORS B. Sweet & Sons 
We are a family-run business located in Tewkesbury. As your funeral director, and memorial 
consultant, we perform a unique and indispensable role. 
12A Oldbury Rd, Oldborough House, Tewkesbury GL20 5LZ. www.bsweetandsons.com 
email info@bsweetandsons.com  Phone 01684 293 180 
 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL CONSULTANTS Edith Blanche  
Independent Funeral Directors serving Tewkesbury and the surrounding communities.  
A female led team with over 30 years of experience, providing a professional personalised 
service built on compassion, respect, choice and value. 
Private Chapel of Rest. 24hr service. 1 High Street, Tewkesbury, GL20 5AH 
Office: 01684 368 544 Mobile: 07496 550330. 
Email: Info@edithblanchefdtewkesbury.co.uk 
 

HALFORDS TRADITIONAL AWARD-WINNING BUTCHERS  
Open 6 days a week, Monday - Friday 8am - 5.15pm and Saturday 8am - 4pm. Home of the 
Tewkesbury Banger! Our home-made range includes, Sausages, Faggots, Pies, Cured Bacon 
and more. Gloucester Old Spot Stockist. British and Free-Range Produce.  
Exotics Available and Game Now In Stock.  
  Phone 01684 299 933   www.halfordbutchers.co.uk 
 

HALL FOR HIRE  
Ann Townend Hall, Church End, Twyning, provides the perfect location for social, educational 
and club activities. It is conveniently situated to Twyning Church for christening parties and 
funeral teas. Fully modernised, with disabled access, large secure patio/grass area to the rear, 
kitchen area & local parking, the hall can accommodate up to 60 persons. 
To book please email completed booking form to: anntownendhall@gmail.com 
Or if you would prefer to speak, please call Becky Hallett on 01684 275128. 
 

HALL FOR HIRE  
Twyning Village Hall, Fleet Road.  Capacity 100 persons  Disabled access 

Licensed bar  State of the art kitchen Full PA system with hearing loop. 
Booking Secretary: Delta Ferguson  To request a booking please use this link:  

https://www.twyningvillage.co.uk/village-hall 
Email: bookings@twyningvillagehall.org.uk 

 
JOINERY 
JN Joinery, - bespoke furniture building; door & window installation & repair;  custom 
carpentry projects; garden fencing and bespoke gates; custom made gifts; bespoke cabinetry 
manufacture & installation; internal & external building repairs   Phone 07588 148 
164  email:- jnjoinery@hotmail.com 
 

LANDSCAPE GARDENER  
Thomas A. Spry, Mill Stone, Eckington Road, Bredon.   Phone 01684 773 089  
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MASSAGE, BEAUTY & SCAR TISSUE RELEASE THERAPIST- Justine Shackleton. 

Experience the very best beauty and holistic therapies in a beautiful, relaxed and friendly 
environment in Uckinghall.  Treatments include Swedish Massage, Deep Tissue Massage, 
Indian Head Massage, Remedial Massage, Scar Tissue Release, Hands and Feet Massage.  
Beauty treatments include Facials, Manicures and Pedicures.   Justine also offers a range of 
luxury self-care treatments.  Call 07818 403757 for an appointment. 
 

OPTICIANS - O’BRIEN WRENCH & LOWCOCK - Independent Eyecare est. 30 years in 
Tewkesbury.  Traditional, individually tailored eye care for all ages.  Quality spectacles to 
budget options and contact lenses – fairly priced.  State-of-the-art diagnostic equipment such 
as optical CT scanning and in-house glazing and repairs.  All are welcome - do pay us a visit.  
Adjacent free client parking.  Theocsbury House 18-20 Barton Street Tewkesbury GL20 5PP  
www.owlopticians.co.uk   Tel. 01684 850 212 
 

OPTICIAN – ALAN VERRINDER EYECARE 
We specialise in Top Quality lenses from Carl Zeiss of Germany. 
For example – the 2016 award winning Drive Safe Lens is an everyday lens designed to reduce 
glare.     Contact us at alanverrinder.eyecare@gmail.com 

108 High Street, Tewkesbury GL20 5JZ                                        Tel: 01684 292 201 
 

PHOTO STUDIO Tewkesbury             Please have a look at our online ordering service at  
http://www.photostudio-tewkesbury.co.uk/index.php/services/onlineprinting/ 
Passport/ID/Visa photograph service and photo printing service 
Contact: 01684 298479 photostudiotewkesbury@gmail.com 
 

PIED PIPER APPEAL               We fundraise to supply specialist medical equipment for sick and 
disabled children in the county, by your donated used stamps. Stamps of all types, from British 
and other Countries are most welcome. They are sorted and sold on to a local stamp dealer, 
which generates income for Pied Piper. Old stamp albums are most welcome too. It is 
important you leave a margin around the stamps – at least ½ inch. 
Mike Bennett  1 Abbots Court Drive, Church End - www.piedpiperappeal.co.uk 
 

SEVERN SEATING  
Lovely garden furniture including benches, chairs, tables.  

Cast iron ends/frames (your choice of colour), hardwood timber, stainless steel nuts/bolts.  
We can also restore your own furniture back to new. We are very local. Contact: John Roberts 

07850 319927.  www.severnseating.co.uk 
SOLICITORS 
Thomson & Bancks,  34 Church Street Tewkesbury,   (01684 299 633) 
    37 High Street, Pershore    (01386 562 000)  
    1 Mansell Street, Stratford-upon-Avon (01789 295 544) 
Whatever your legal need, make Thomson & Bancks your first choice for legal expertise.  

www.tbsolicitors.co.uk    email  info@tbsolicitors.co.uk 
 

THREE COUNTIES CHIMNEY SWEEP  
Certified Chimney Sweep, Sweep & Vacuum, Insurance Certificate Issued, Chimney & Stove 
Maintenance & Repairs, Bird Guards & Cowls.    Call lan:01684 891 005 


