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11th Sunday after Trinity, Yr. A, Bilbrough and Tockwith.
As we go through our lives perhaps the hardest part is to try and treat everybody as equals and worthy of our time and effort. We will always have our closest friends, we will have those who perhaps we would like to be more friendly with, but there will also be those with whom you are not happy to socialise with and those you wouldn’t waste your time with, and there will be others whom you have only heard and read about that you hope will never come within a million miles of yourself. 
Sadly, Jesus asks us to reconsider these thoughts. 
And if truth be known, Jesus himself had to have his own thoughts changed when he encountered this Canaanite woman we have just heard about in the gospel reading. Jesus has tried to make it clear up to this point that his mission is continuous with God’s great missionary plan in calling the people of Israel, and only the people of Israel. But this misunderstanding by Jesus is because of the discrepancy over who has the right to interpret the tradition, a tradition set down literally in stone, and a tradition that many are fearful from wavering from. The interpretation and misunderstanding of the wants of God has gone on from day one, and unfortunately, as long as humans exist it will continue to occur. We experience it in our own churches, in other churches that we know, and the bigger issues in the national church which make the press, we believe in the one God, and sadly in ways that sometimes others find upsetting and wrong; discrepancies that cause friction and fraction. How much more wonderful would our Christian faith be if there was a greater level of harmony and acceptance of difference.

The Canaanite woman comes along and skews Jesus’s interpretation of his Fathers message, Jesus has criticised the way in which people have tried to tie God down, yet he has still seen his calling as being only within the Jewish community. But this Canaanite woman won’t let him; she challenges Jesus to see the full implications of what he has been saying to his own people. Jesus at first cannot formulate an answer for the woman at all, but neither can he turn her away, because surely she is right; she is not asking for the children’s bread, figuratively speaking the bread of the Jewish faith, but she is only asking for the leftover crumbs. She wasn’t asking to be an equal, although God would have seen her as an equal, she just wanted to be recognised. Recognised as a child of God with the ability to live out a faith in God.
In the story of the feeding of the five thousand we heard how there were twelve baskets of crumbs left over from that feeding of the Jews. There was plenty to go around, and then plenty left for those not originally invited. The woman at this point just wanted a bit of something to kick start her faith and her understanding of God.
A first level of this story is about Jesus coming to a fuller realisation of the scope of his mission, and he instantly praises the Canaanite woman for her insight and says ‘Great is your faith’. But on a second level the story becomes more relevant to us today. As we often hear in the letters Paul writes to the new Christian communities being formed all over the Mediterranean, these new Christians are finding it hard to understand what they should be doing, and actually who they should be doing it to and with, they were struggling with the vastness of Gods calling and the breadth of the ministry he was calling them to be involved with. 
It is clear in the writings of Matthew’s Gospel, that there are those within the new faith who believe that Christianity is primarily for God’s original people, ie the Jews, and it was not there for everyone. This is a battle Paul had to fight with over and over again in his own certainty that he was called to be an apostle to the Gentiles. The new Christian church was becoming a club, a closed order, something the church is still accused of, and Paul was struggling with this, just as I hope you would struggle with it if it came to be true here in Marston Moor. 
Many of the Christians who Paul wrote to in Rome were Jewish Christians, and they firmly believed that any Roman coming to Christianity first needed to become a Jew first, and then keep every law in the Old Testament. The other half of the Christians in Rome were former pagans, and they had no intention of not working on Saturdays, or eating only Kosher meats, and to spend half the day washing themselves. So Paul had his work cut out to bring these two sets of Christians together, to show them that were loved equally by God, to show them that they had an equal right to be a Christian, and that they had an equal responsibility to progress the growth of the Christian church.
Sadly people still feel that God loves me more than them because of my role in the church, and I’m sure Ann and Karen get the same response, and it’s at times impossible to make them change their minds.
God’s gift of himself is to everyone, and in equal measures, but not everybody accepts the gift. However, God does not take the gift back, he just leaves it with those unwilling or unable to accept it. It may collect dust in the deepest recesses of somebody’s mind, until hopefully someday it is brought out into the daylight because the person has seen the light, they have perhaps seen the benefits it gives to their friends and neighbours who have a faith, and now they want to see if it is going to do the same for themselves. 
Nobody is outside the circle of God’s love and compassion, even if we want to exclude them ourselves from the table. Nobody is shunned from the Christian community, we might demonise and dismiss, we might close the doors or set fewer places at the table on purpose, but God will always come along and disturb our conscience. 
Look around you, these, unfortunately, aren’t the people that God wants you to invite to be part of your life, they already are, it is those who aren’t here, those who aren’t in your phone book, who aren’t on the invite list to the next party, these are the people whom God is calling you to interact with and share your life and faith with. Nobody ever finds this easy, but just as God used the Canaanite woman to shake Jesus’ life up, he is just asking us to open our eyes and hearts to a wider group of people, and to help build his church not from within but from those outside. 
