Trinity 12, AR and LM AAW Romans 12 and Matt 16

I wonder how many of you think of yourself as being a sacrifice to God. I doubt not many, if any. If we are to take scripture literally the start of the reading from Romans could take us back to the story in Genesis when Abraham obeys God and takes his son Issac up Mount Moriah to offer him up for sacrifice. The days of sacrificing people or living animals was something Jesus put a stop to very early on in his ministry. The only sacrifice that was to occur was his own life. This was also not what Paul is writing about or encouraging his audience to consider either.
But we are all called, in one form or another, to sacrifice our life for our faith, for our God. And this is what the first disciples did, and they had even less of an idea to what and where their sacrifice would take them than perhaps we would now. Sadly, for most of them, the sacrifices they took led them to their grave. According to church tradition, 10 of the 12 original disciples were killed for their faith. Of the remaining two, Judas Iscariot died by suicide after betraying Jesus, and John was the only one who lived to old age and died a natural death. So perhaps not a great idea after all.
These twelve disciples were also subjected to great disturbance during their life, never really knowing what Jesus was going to ask of them next. Karen might say the same about me, but even I’m not on Jesus’s level when it comes to the expectations of his followers. The disciples are constantly having to revise their opinions of themselves, of others, and of God, through Jesus’s, at times, unsettling presence.
I’m sure, though, they must have had an inkling to who Jesus was from the very start of the acceptance of Jesus’s very simple invitation, come and see. 
As we hear, though, in the reading from Matthew, Jesus begins to up the anti and asks them directly who they think he is. One would have thought that by their very presence, by the very fact that they had been willing to give up their jobs and move away from their families to follow him, that they saw something in and with Jesus that was very special; but Jesus it seems, needs to just check how special they think he is. Matthew 16 occurs roughly two to two-and-a-half years into Jesus’ estimated three-years of public ministry, so he was getting very close to the final months before his crucifixion. Jesus needed, at this point, to ensure that his mission was not only on track, but that when he died his mission would be continued through the life and death of the 12 men before him.
When Peter declares ‘You are the Messiah’, he is saying what has to be said. Jesus is the key to the whole of God’s plan here on earth, the key to the whole of God’s relationship with what he has made. The striking sentence in all of our readings this morning, apart obviously from the sentence in the first reading from Isaiah that “we who live on this earth, will all die like gnats”, a lovely thought, is the last sentence in this Gospel reading today, ‘Then Jesus sternly ordered the disciples not to tell anyone that he was the Messiah’. 
This always seems a little odd, and contrary to what we are all sent out to do at the end of a service. We are sent out to proclaim our love of Jesus, but here was Jesus, at the time he was trying to set up a church of some sorts, telling his disciples to keep his true identity quiet. The biggest selling point was to be kept under wraps.
Jesus never allowed his disciples to tell anyone he was the Messiah during his active ministry. He only lifted this restriction after his death and resurrection, giving the disciples the Great Commission, to go and make disciples of all nations. 
Jesus obviously wanted to be able to make really strong connections with only a few people, rather than spreading a thin layer of himself across a large number of people. 
Archbishop Stephen invited himself for coffee the other week, he would say it was to see how I was but it was a coincidence that it was after a discussion I had had with a church commissionaire and himself about the finances of the central church at the recent Diocesan conference, where we agreed to disagree. 
Part of the conversation, though, was the fact that the previous Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin Welby, had been keen to spend vast amounts of money on new projects, trying to make completely new followers, and this was at the expense of what Jesus is showing here, that it is best to concentrate our time and money on our present followers, present disciples, and encourage and equip them to go out to make further disciples, to have a much more personal approach, a come and see approach, rather than a corporate big sell approach. 
We all have a unique contribution to make and each of our names is known to God. So it is up to us to live out that name to it’s fullest in the service of the Kingdom.
We don’t need huge projects, we don’t need titles and qualifications. What we all need to be is to be more like Peter, yes, he perhaps was the extrovert of the group, at least the one who spoke the most, or perhaps the one with the most faith and understanding, but his understanding of Jesus as the Messiah was enough for him to become the rock on which the Church is built. 

It doesn’t really seem an adequate foundation for the Church, shouldn’t there have been more qualifications, rules and experiences needed for Peter to be given this title? So how odd that Peter’s sole qualification for the job is that he can recognise the activity of God when he sees it. Or perhaps that’s not so odd, and it’s what a true faith is all about.
Paul is also trying to encourage his followers to do the same, ‘be transformed’ he writes, “that you may discern what is the will of God.”  
Those words and instructions are as relevant for us here today as they were 2,000 years ago, yes understand that the gifts that we have to offer are different and perhaps not sufficient on our own, but together we have the totality of what is needed to prosper the Church and help it grow, even if it is by one person at a time. But who might that one person be?
