The Collect and Gospel Reading 
appointed for the Ninth Sunday after Trinity

Almighty God,
who sent your Holy Spirit
to be the life and light of your Church:
open our hearts to the riches of your grace,
that we may bring forth the fruit of the Spirit
in love and joy and peace;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

A Reading from the Gospel according to St Matthew, 
chapter 14, verses 13-21

When Jesus heard about the death of John the Baptist, 
he withdrew by boat privately to a solitary place. 
Hearing of this, the crowds followed him on foot from the towns. 
When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, 
he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 
As evening approached, the disciples came to him and said, 
“This is a remote place, and it’s already getting late. 
Send the crowds away, 
so that they can go to the villages and buy themselves some food.” 
Jesus replied, 
“They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 
“We have here only five loaves of bread and two fish,” they answered. 
“Bring them here to me,” he said. 
And he directed the people to sit down on the grass. 
Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven,
he gave thanks and broke the loaves. 
Then he gave them to the disciples, 
and the disciples gave them to the people. 
They all ate and were satisfied, 
and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces 
that were left over.
The number of those who ate 
was about five thousand men, besides women and children.






Pause for Thought…

When the disciples came to Jesus 
and suggested he should send the crowds home 
because they were getting hungry, 
Jesus said to them You go and feed them!

Can you imagine the look on the faces of the disciples at that point? 
They must have been completely nonplussed!
They could only muster five loaves and two fish between them – 
and they told Jesus so.

But Jesus took what little they could offer 
and made a little go a very, very long way.

We might not feel that we have very much to offer 
in our service of Jesus and his kingdom.
What we have to offer 
might seem like a drop in the ocean 
compared to the need of those around us.
But Jesus honours whatever we give to him 
– no matter how small – 
and makes it go a very, very long way.

Jesus accepts and honours and treasures 
every gift, 
every talent, 
every kindness, 
every prayer,
every minute, 
every penny,
we offer to him…

Jesus accepts and honours and treasures
every act of generosity and care and love 
that we offer in his name 
to those in need around us.

No matter how small and inadequate
they might seem to us
 - just as he did with the loaves and fishes all those years ago -
Jesus takes them, 
gives thanks for them, 
and uses them 
to bless his beloved children.

