[bookmark: _GoBack]The Stratfield Mortimer Benefice
of
        St Saviour                  St Mary and St John           St John the Baptist
Mortimer West End           Stratfield Mortimer                    Padworth 

St Mary’s Church of England School        St John’s Church of England School

Diocese of Oxford 

Vicar: The Reverend Paul Chaplin MA PGCE
Associate Priest: The Reverend Dr Derek Spears MA DPhil
The Benefice Office: St John’s Church, Mortimer, RG7 3SY Tel.:01189333704
The Vicarage: 10 The Avenue, Mortimer, RG7 3QY Tel.: 01189331718
E mail: admin@mortimerbenefice.co.uk    Website: www.mortimerbenefice.org.uk

CONFIRMATION 2026

Dear Parents, Carers and Pupils,
 
We warmly invite you to explore the next step along the Christian way by joining the parish’s 2026 Confirmation Preparation Programme. 
 
Preparation for Confirmation is a wonderful opportunity for us to come together to learn more about the Christian faith, perhaps to discover gifts, and to grow in the way of Jesus Christ. 
 
The Confirmation Service itself is a very special and joyful service where young and not so young people - we have had candidates in their nineties - affirm for themselves the way of Jesus - the Christian way. 
 
Who is this for?
This invitation is open to all young people in School Year 5 and above who attend our schools and to everyone who has any association with our parishes.
 
If you were baptized as a baby then, perhaps, this may be an opportunity to reflect on those promises made for you and consider confirming them for yourself. If you have not yet been baptized then the preparation sessions could help you consider your own way toward Baptism, Confirmation and Communion.
 
Parents and Carers and Grandparents and other Supporters are, of course, also invited to join in exploring next steps and if you would like to discuss this then please do contact me directly. It really is wonderful when family members and friends join together to be Baptised and Confirmed.
 
What to expect:
We will be running a series of interactive and relaxed sessions designed to explore all sorts of  questions about faith, prayer, and living as a Christian in the way of Jesus in today’s world. 
 
There will be the opportunity to connect with other people in a supportive environment and to reflect together on life’s experiences and also to explore the message of the scriptures and the teaching about the sacraments.

And we do, of course, appreciate that people learn and think differently and that there needs to be flexibility in any approach to grouping people together which corresponds to individual requirements. And some people, perhaps with a considerable depth of experience, may think it more helpful to relate on a more individual basis.  
 




PROGRAMME DETAILS:

Where and When: St John’s church, Mortimer, starting in September on Sundays at 3.30 - 4.30 pm, which appears to be a good time for most people, but if that’s not possible for you then please contact Fr Paul directly.          

Duration: The Confirmation programme will consist of 10 preparation sessions. 

Expectations: Candidates should begin to involve themselves in the Eucharistic life of the parish, which should include regular attendance at Sunday Eucharist and supporting the parish’s community service projects. 
The preparation will culminate in a beautiful Confirmation service celebrated by the Bishop.

Safeguarding: The whole programme will be overseen by the Benefice’s two very experienced Safeguarding Officers.

How to register interest:
If you are interested in taking part then please fill in the application form and return it to the Vicar at the Benefice Office or drop it off at one of the schools’ reception offices.
 
If you, your parents or your carers have any questions or would like an informal conversation about what Confirmation means then please do not hesitate to contact me at The Vicarage on 01189331718 or the Benefice Office on 01189333704 or e mail  admin@mortimerbenefice.co.uk 
 
We look forward to ‘journeying on’ together in the way of Jesus Christ.
 
God bless,
 
Paul Chaplin
Vicar
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CONFIRMATION 2026 - INITIAL APPLICATION FORM

If you are interested in taking part then please complete the application form and return to the vicar at the benefice office or drop it off at one of the schools’ reception offices.
 
Candidate’s Surname: ________________________ First Name (s) ____________________________________ 

Address: ____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Post Code: _____________________ Email: _______________________________________________________ 

Date of Birth: __________________________   

I would like to be enrolled as a Candidate for the Confirmation Preparation Programme. 
 
Signature of Candidate: ______________________________________________Date: _____________________ 

DETAILS OF PARENTS AND CARERS 

Mother’s Name: _____________________________________________________________________________       

Email: ____________________________________________ Mobile No: _______________________________                        

Father’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________ Mobile No: _______________________________ 

Carer’s Name: ______________________________________________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________ Mobile No: ______________________________ 

	As the Parent/Carer I commit to support my child in their decision to attend the Confirmation Preparation Programme and, if they are ready, to be confirmed. 
 
Signature of Mother/Father/Carer ______________________________________________________________________ 
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GENERAL DATA PROTECTION REGULATION  
Protecting your privacy – Your personal details will be stored and used by the Parish for the purposes of conducting and administering the Sacrament of Confirmation.  

By signing below you acknowledge that the Church requires some of your personal data to be entered in Registers and stored permanently.

To allow the personal data on this form to be used as stated above please indicate your consent below:  
I/ we give permission for the personal data provided on this form to be used as stated above. I/we also give consent to our child’s name being published in the newsletter.  
(Please print name clearly) 

Child’s name: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian name: _______________________________________________________________________

Signed (Parent/Guardian) _________________________________________ Date: ________________________ 


