Sermon Sunday 12th July: Abide in me.  
John 15, 1 John 4:7-16


It has been a huge joy and privilege to journey with you all over the years. Without your and my family’s love and support I wouldn’t be standing here today. It has been a journey that I didn’t plan to go on, but one that I have and am continuing to love, and that has taught me so much about God and myself.  So, I thought that this morning I would share with you one of the many important lessons that I’ve learned over the past few years of journeying. 

I don’t know about you, but I love to plan and be organised. To feel that I am fully prepared for all eventualities.  But I am learning that this sometimes means that I forget to rely on God and to leave space for him to work through me.  The times when I experience God at work the most are the times when I rely and trust on him fully rather than my own back up plans.

God has held me and given me the strength to do so many things - taking my first wedding last Saturday, taking funerals, particularly those of close family and friends over this last year.  Or on a lighter note, last month when I was so absorbed with chatting away to Lottie and Sophie when driving away from Bilbrough that I found myself outside Healaugh rather than Long Marston Church, with not a lot of time to spare before the 11 o’clock service start time.  All went well, but only after someone reminded me to remove the cover from the lens of the overhead projector. The times when we are most reliant on God are the times when we flourish- when he is able to work through us in the ways that he wants to.

Do you know what this is?  It’s a vine and a present that I’ve bought for Martin, so that he and Jane don’t miss the South African vineyards too much when they’re here in Yorkshire, and a vine is what Jesus uses to help us understand how we should rely on him. 
Vines provide the nutrients from the earth to their branches and enable the branches to grow and to bear fruit.  It is important for the branches to remain connected to the vine – from which they get all their nutrients to grow, and in turn – to bear fruit.  Jesus says:” I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing”. 

Jesus is teaching us that to flourish we need to remain in or stay connected to him – to rely on his strength for daily life and to let his love and teachings shape our actions.  He knows that as humans we are prone to try to do things in our own strength, but he wants us to rest in his love.   When we truly start to understand how much we are loved, and that the love is unconditional, that is when we start to grow and live as we should.  When we let God work through us – just as the vine gives the branches nutrients – so God’s love and grace flow through us and we start to flourish and bear much fruit – displaying God’s character through our own lives. 



Through experience, I have learned that God gives us everything we need, at the time that we need it.  He provides the right support and places people around us to help us grow, flourish and bear good fruit.  We don’t need to worry about whether we’re good enough, or if we’re doing the right things - all we need to do is remain connected to God and his love, joy, peace, patience and all the other fruits of the spirit will flow through us.  

I have known God all my life, but the changing point for me was when I started to understand God’s love with my heart rather than head. When I began to grasp how much I needed him and what he had done for me through the Cross.  As Simon read for us:
“God sent his only Son into the world so that we might live through him. In this is love, not that we loved God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the atoning sacrifice for our sins.”

On our pre-ordination retreat a couple of weeks ago, we were reminded each day by Bishop Flora that none of us are worthy, but all of us are welcome and loved. 
It is so important for us to stay connected to God to know this welcome and love, but how do we do this practically? How are we able to rest and live in his love and grace each day.

I often talk about how we need to spend time connecting with God: to pray, read the Bible, and to find places where we each connect with him.   But today, I would like us to think about how we meet with him as we break bread and take wine together.

Holy Communion (although known as the Eucharist or The Lord’s supper) is, alongside Baptism, one of the two sacraments that Jesus commands us all to do in the Bible.  The word sacrament is used to describe the outward and visible signs of God’s love and grace for us all.  Where God works through ordinary, everyday things – through water at baptism and in the bread and wine that we take at Communion.

I don’t think that any of us, not even the greatest theologian, truly understands what happens when we take communion, but I believe that more happens than we can see. It is one of the ways that God meets with us and where we allow Christ to live in us and we in him. In coming forward to the table – we receive the grace of God.  We come forward as individuals, but are drawn together, into God’s love and become united to each other before we are sent from here to do God’s work together – to share his love and grace with others.For these are not things that we should keep for ourselves.  They are given to us, for us to share with others so that they may also know God and his love for them.   It is for everyone in this village, in our parish and way beyond. 

So, I hope our time of worship today helps you to connect with God, so that you truly know his love for you, and that you are able to bear much goof fruit through the coming weeks.
And that later, I would encourage you all to come forward to share the bread and wine, or to receive a blessing.





And to come -

Not because you must but because you may,
not because you are strong, but because you are weak.
not because any goodness of your own gives you a right to come,
but because you need mercy and help.
Come, because you love the Lord a little and would like to love him more.
Come, because he loved you and gave himself for you.
Come and meet the risen Christ, for we are his Body
Amen

