Service of Morning Prayer
Christ Church in the Manche
Gratot – 19th July 2026

Welcome to our Morning service
Introduction
Hymn  To God be the Glory
To God be the glory! great things He hath done;
    so loved He the world that He gave us His Son;
    who yielded His life an atonement for sin,
    and opened the life gate that all may go in.
        Praise the Lord, praise the Lord!
        let the earth hear His voice;
        praise the Lord, praise the Lord!
        let the people rejoice:
        O come to the Father,
        through Jesus the Son
        and give Him the glory;
        great things He hath done!
 O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood!
    to every believer the promise of God;
    the vilest offender who truly believes,
    that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.
        Praise the Lord . . .
Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done,
 and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
 but purer, and higher, and greater will be
 our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see.
        Praise the Lord . . .

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
 and also with you.
This is the day that the Lord has made.
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Confession
Almighty God,
long-suffering and of great goodness:
I confess to you,
I confess with my whole heart
my neglect and forgetfulness of your commandments,
my wrong doing, thinking, and speaking;
the hurts I have done to others,
and the good I have left undone.
O God, forgive me, for I have sinned against you; and raise me to newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Absolution

Blessed is the Lord,
for he has heard the voice of our prayer;
therefore shall our hearts dance for joy
and in our song will we praise our God.

The Word of God
First Reading -   Isaiah 44:6-8

Psalm 86:11-17
Teach me your way, O LORD,
    that I may walk in your truth;
    unite my heart to fear your name.
12 I give thanks to you, O Lord my God, with my whole heart,
    and I will glorify your name forever.
13 For great is your steadfast love toward me;
    you have delivered my soul from the depths of Sheol.
14 O God, insolent men have risen up against me;
    a band of ruthless men seeks my life,
    and they do not set you before them.
15 But you, O Lord, are a God merciful and gracious,
    slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness.
16 Turn to me and be gracious to me;
    give your strength to your servant,
    and save the son of your maidservant.
17 Show me a sign of your favour,
    that those who hate me may see and be put to shame
    because you, LORD, have helped me and comforted me.

 N/T reading -  Romans 8:1-11






 Hymn 
 1  Teach me Thy way, O Lord,
    teach me Thy way!
    Thy gracious aid afford,
    teach me Thy way!
    Help me to walk aright,
    more by faith, less by sight;
    lead me with heavenly light:
    teach me Thy way!
2  When doubts and fears arise,
    teach me Thy way!
    When storms o’erspread the skies,
    teach me Thy way!
    Shine through the cloud and rain,
    through sorrow, toil, and pain;
    make Thou my pathway plain:
    teach me Thy way!
3  Long as my life shall last,
    teach me Thy way!
    Where’er my lot be cast,
    teach me Thy way!
    Until the race is run,
    until the journey’s done,
    until the crown is won,
    teach me Thy way!
  

Gospel Reading –
 Matthew 13:24-30 & 36-43 

Sermon

Hymn - 
1  The King is among us,
His Spirit is here:
let’s draw near and worship,
let songs fill the air!
2  He looks down upon us,
delight in His face,
enjoying His children’s love,
enthralled by our praise.
3  For each child is special,
accepted and loved –
a love gift from Jesus
to His Father above.
4  And now He is giving
His gifts to us all;
for no-one is worthless
and each one is called.
5  The Spirit’s anointing
on all flesh comes down,
and we shall be channels
for works like His own:
6  We come now believing
Your promise of power,
for we are Your people
and this is Your hour.
The Creed
All   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen.

We have our Prayers of intercession

The Collect
Gathering our prayers and praises into one as our saviour taught us so we pray 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins  as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.
Amen.

Offertory Hymn 
Spirit of holiness,
wisdom and faithfulness,
Wind of the Lord,
blowing strongly and free;
strength of our serving
and joy of our worshipping,
Spirit of God,
bring Your fulness to me!
1  You came to interpret and teach us effectively
all that the Saviour has spoken and done;
to glorify Jesus is all Your activity,
promise and gift of the Father and Son:
Spirit of holiness . . .
2  You came with Your gifts to supply all our poverty,
pouring Your love on the church in her need;
You came with Your fruit for our growth to maturity,
richly refreshing the souls that You feed:
Spirit of holiness . . .

Prayer of thanksgiving
Notices
The Blessing
Closing Hymn 
1  All I once held dear,
built my life upon,
all this world reveres,
and wars to own,
all I once thought gain
I have counted loss;
spent and worthless now,
compared to this:
        Knowing You, Jesus,
knowing You,
there is no greater thing.
You’re my all,
You’re the best,
You’re my joy, my righteousness,
and I love You, Lord.
2  Now my heart’s desire
is to know You more,
to be found in You
and known as Yours,
to possess by faith
what I could not earn,
all-surpassing gift
of righteousness.
Knowing You . . .
3  Oh, to know the power
of Your risen life,
and to know You in
Your sufferings,
to become like You
in Your death, my Lord,
so with You to live
and never die.
Knowing You . . .

The Grace 

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and evermore. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
 In the name of Christ. Amen.


