



The Collect appointed for the Eighth Sunday after Trinity

God of constant mercy,
who sent your Son to save us:
remind us of your goodness,
increase your grace within us,
that our thankfulness may grow,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.


A Reading from St Matthew’s Gospel - 
verses from chapter 13

Jesus told the crowd a parable:
“The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed,
which a man took and planted in his field. 
Though it is the smallest of all your seeds, 
yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, 
so that the birds of the air come and perch in its branches.” 

He told them another parable: 
“The kingdom of heaven is like yeast 
that a woman took and mixed into a large amount of flour 
until it worked all through the dough.”

“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field. 
When a man found it, he hid it again, 
and then in his joy went and sold all he had and bought that field. 

“Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant looking for fine pearls. 
When he found one of great value, 
he went away and sold everything he had and bought it. 

“Have you understood all these things?” Jesus asked. 
“Yes,” they replied. 
He said to them, 
“Therefore every teacher of the law 
who has been instructed about the kingdom of heaven 
is like the owner of a house 
who brings out of his storeroom 
new treasures as well as old.”
















Pause for Thought…

Jesus loved teaching in parables. 
He loved painting word-pictures. 
He knew the power of stories. 
And he used them to introduce new teaching to his followers 
– especially new teaching about the Kingdom of Heaven – 
about the Kingdom God was inviting Jesus’ friends and followers to join.

This Kingdom wasn’t to be found in any geographical location or any physical place.
The Kingdom of God / the Kingdom of Heaven (they’re the same thing) 
was and is about the just and gentle rule of God in the lives of individual Christians 
and in the life of the church to which they belong. 
It’s about establishing God as King and Lord over and in 
all we are and all that we do.
It’s about submitting to his sovereign will for our lives.

The four short parables in today’s reading from Matthew 
have four different things to teach us about the Kingdom of God – 
about God’s Kingship in our lives.

It may start as a tiny seed planted in our hearts, 
but, if it is properly and patiently nurtured, it grows and grows and grows.

Like yeast mixed in flour it spreads throughout our whole life 
and, indeed, beyond our own lives,  
to benefit not only ourselves, 
but all those around us.

Being a member of God’s Kingdom - making God King of our lives – 
is a treasure worth any amount of sacrifice - worth paying any price – 
for God repays a thousand times over 
anything we give in order to love and serve him.

And, like the perfect pearl found by the merchant, 
it’s a rock-solid investment for the future – 
for God promises nothing less than eternal life with him 
for everyone who owns him as Lord and King.




