THE UPDATE #326 (12 July 2026) for the Forest of Galtres Benefice.
The Sixth Sunday after Trinity 2026
Welcome to this week’s update. We have a video reflection from the Bishop of Whitby. There is no written reflection this week. There is a few words form me on Home Communion. We continue to pray for the Holy Land as well as Ukraine, prayers below.  What’s On for Benefice Services in July is attached separately.
From me: Home Communion? It is almost with remarkable speed that my retirement approaches, this is my third from last update as from this Sunday there are only 19 days left of my tenure, and believe me, the race of emotions is crazy making even simple tasks hard. As its under three weeks till I step down I want ask if there is anyone across the benefice who is unable to make it to church who would appreciate home communion from me – get in touch and I can put it in my diary.
4, 3, 2, 1. 
I’m guessing that what I’m saying here is already on your radar, that there are only three more Updates where I’m the editor. As you probably know too, the Update began life as the CORONAVIRUS UPDATE and has continued long after the pandemic ended, which right now feels like a distant memory. I’m saying this now as I have no idea what the content of the next two updates will be and to coin a phrase ‘this is a slow news week’ in the benefice from where I’m sat. I will, of course, have some farewell words from my last Update for Sunday 26th of July, so I won't dwell on the sayonara for now. The Update readership has grown over the years, and this being 326th edition, it spreads much further than our benefice.
Why 4, 3, 2, 1, that’s down to having four more Sunday services, and three updates left to do.
I would like to offer a prayer here:
Faithful God,
As the seasons of our lives and our churches change, help us to trust that you remain constant. Give us grateful hearts for all that has been, courage for what lies ahead, and grace to serve one another with kindness and love. May all we do and say this week bear witness to your hope, your peace, and your unfailing presence; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
With every blessing, 
Rev Steve 
Bishop Barry reflects on Matthew 13.1–9, 18–23 for the Sixth Sunday after Trinity.   Ctrl & click here à   https://vimeo.com/1208144493 

Coming to church this week	  8.30am BCP Holy Communion at Sutton
12 July	10.00am Holy Communion at Sheriff 
	10.30am Shortened Matins at Farlington
	  4.00pm Evensong at Stillington
Coming to church next week	10.00am Holy Communion at Stillington
19 July	10.00am Morning Worship at Sutton 
	10.30am Shortened Matins at Farlington
	  6.00pm Celtic Worship at Marton


A Prayer for the Holy Land:

O God of all justice and peace
we cry out to you in the midst of the pain and trauma
of violence and fear which prevails in the Holy Land.
Be with those who need you in these days of suffering;
we pray for people of all faiths – Jews, Muslims and Christians and for all people of the land.
While we pray to you, O Lord, for an end to violence and the establishment of peace,
we also call for you to bring justice and equity to the peoples.
Guide us into your kingdom
where all people are treated with dignity and honour as your children
for, to all of us, you are our Heavenly Father.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

A Prayer for Ukraine:
God of all peoples and nations,
Who created all things alive and breathing,
United and whole,
Show us the way of peace that is your overwhelming presence.
We hold before you the peoples of Ukraine and Russia,
Every child and every adult.
We long for the time
When weapons of war are beaten into ploughshares
When nations no longer lift up sword against nation.
We cry out to you for peace;
Protect those who only desire and deserve to live in security and safety
Comfort those who fear for their lives and the lives of their loved ones
Be with those who are bereaved.
Change the hearts of those set on violence and aggression
And fill leaders with the wisdom that leads to peace.
Kindle again in us a love of our neighbour,
And a passion for justice to prevail
and a renewed recognition that we all play a part in peace.
Creator of all hear our prayer
And bring us peace. Make us whole. Amen.
 
