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Community Consultation
St Botolph’s Church has long been part of the life of Aspley Guise — as a place of worship, an historic landmark, and a setting for important life events and moments in village life. 
We – our Parochial Church Council and our congregation - want to ensure that it continues to flourish for future generations.  That means, whilst our church remains rooted in its Christian purpose, we want to listen to residents, community groups and supporters about how the church might also serve wider community needs. 
Whilst we always encourage new members of the church congregation, we are exploring other ways for people to get involved at St Botolph’s without needing to join in Christian worship. We are looking for a genuine conversation: we are open to your ideas, questions and involvement. 
We have seen several examples of how churches can extend their purpose to increase community impact and engagement, for example introducing an Arts programme, health and wellbeing activities and hospitality events. Our website www.stbotsfuture.org and Open Weekend planned for 19 and 20 September will showcase examples and invite feedback. We are keen to hear your views to ensure we focus on what matters to the community most.
Over the summer we will be engaging with villagers and interested groups. The Open Weekend will offer an opportunity to visit the church, meet the Parochial Church Council, the Review Team and members of the church and learn more about the consultation. It will also offer an opportunity to ask questions and to share ideas. 
We would like to emphasise:
 • The church is planning positively for its long-term future 
• The consultation is open and no decisions have been made 
• The aim is to explore how the church can serve both worship and wider community needs.
 • St Botolph’s remains an active place of worship and a valued part of village life
We hope that many people in the village will engage with this review and help us to continue serving our community. 
[image: ]If you would like to get involved or express your views, please visit our website where you will find more details of our consultation and how you can help. Please scan this QR code to take you to our website. 
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