4th after Trinity 2026, Jer, Roms, Matt 10, AR 
We live in an age where there seems to be a rise in spirituality, yet a decrease in people following a faith, although church numbers across the parish and country do seem to be showing signs of growth. Perhaps spirituality is easier to fit into a busy life and is easier to understand. It can become something that can be dipped in and out of. Like diets and exercise people put themselves fully into it, but when the need arises they are happy to stop it, so that it doesn’t inconvenience them too much.
Perhaps Hananiah was offering a form of spirituality. He had seen all the anxious and stressed folk around him, and he wants to help them. The meaning of Hananiah’s name is Yahweh is gracious, so you would expect him to be more closely affiliated to the God whom he is named after, and it does seem that he is a prophet of peace who stands in contrast to Jeremiah who can be described as a prophet of Doom, both giving very contrasting futures for the people of Judah in the short term. 
Hananiah predicts salvation within two years with everyone back home and happy, whereas Jeremiah is saying that the conflict will not be over quickly. Hananiah wishes to bring a message of hope and reassurance to the people, a message that Yahweh is gracious, but his timing is all wrong. Jeremiah was saying, that this was not God’s plan for the people at that moment, and as the passage of time shows, Jeremaiah was right to be less hopeful. 
It’s easy to say things that people want to hear, especially when you are tying to cheer them up. But the Christian prophetic tradition is about discerning and speaking God’s word, regardless of how it will be received. Only the truth, be it challenging or comforting, has the power to bring about the transformation that God requires.
Jeremiah sees that Hananiah’s motives are not pure and purely God centred, they are focused on what the people want to hear, and perhaps what will make him the most money and a greater number of followers, whereas for Jeremiah, the only imperative is God’s long term love of His kingdom. Jeremiah lambasts Hananiah and explains that spirituality and faith should not be about what we want, but about what God wants for us.
The same kind of immediacy confronts us in the words of Jesus in the reading from Matthew. We cannot just pursue what is good for us, and only do it when we feel like it. If we lapse with our diet or exercise we can always pick it up the next day, the next week or even the next year, but we can’t be doing that with our faith. It we are missing opportunities to meet and serve our Lord God it is a little more serious than perhaps eating a cream bun, a tube of pringles or not doing the park run. In this passage Jesus tries to put a positive spin on his words, speaking of opportunities taken, rather than opportunities missed; like all good teachers he concentrates on the positives and tries to encourage change by doing so.
Jesus is encouraging his disciples for their new ministry by telling them that, ‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me’. Jesus was giving them the comfort that what they were being sent out to do was not going to happen unsupported, that they were would be seen as messengers of Jesus and even Jesus himself, and people would receive them as if Jesus was stood infront of them. Those disciples were being sent out, in simple terms, to be God here on earth, and to encourage the ultimate sacrifice anyone can make, and to make themselves God here on earth as well. 
Paul also has no time for spirituality as a lifestyle choice either. Choice is definitely involved, but Paul is clear that your choices shape you, and perhaps not always for the good. Most of us are fortunate enough that we can make new choices, we can change our mind, and some of us do that on a very regular occurrence which isn’t helpful to oneself but even less helpful to those around you. We only have to understand the fact that we will shortly be welcoming our seventh prime minister in ten years to understand how easy it is to change one’s mind and instigate change. We live in a throwaway society and that it seems covers everything.
The good news is that God choose us before we were born, and doesn’t have our human tendency to change his mind. Paul, as did Jeremiah, describes our relationship with God as that of master and slave. We are happy to refer to God as Master, but by doing so we automatically become a slave to Him, which to many makes them feel uncomfortable. But if we are not careful, we become slaves to the wrong gods, we become slaves to the people who sell us the perfect diet, slaves to the PT instructor who promises us the perfect body. Even spirituality can enslave us, by promising us things, just as Hananiah did, that are not attainable or right for us and not purely God focused.
We have to understand that through our enslavement to God we are actually set free. Sadly, though, we live in a world that is only interested in a quick fix, and many are not willing to put in the time, which yes can be a lifetime, to understand God more deeply and clearly. If we can stop worrying about a quick fix, worrying about what might be if this or that happened, and just concentrate on being a slave to God, we will find that total peace, joy and happiness which can only be found by totally allowing God to be your master and friend. 
