THE RIVERSIDE PARISHES

All Saints Hurworth Newsletter July/Aug 2026
All Saints Hurworth, St John the Baptist Low Dinsdale and All Saints Girsby,

working with St George and St Lawrence, Middleton St George
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See how the wild flowers grow! They don’t work
to earn, or craft their own clothes. But even
King Solomon with all his wealth was not
dressed as well as they are. Lk 12:27-28




Thought for the Month

Dear Friends,

As we enter the summer months, we give thanks for the gift of
longer days, warmer weather, and opportunities for rest and
renewal. In the rhythm of the Church’s year, these weeks after
Trinity Sunday invite us to reflect on what it means to live
faithfully as disciples of Christ in our daily lives.

Summer can be a season of travel, family gatherings, and
holidays, but wherever we find ourselves, God remains present
with us. The beauty of creation around us reminds us of the
goodness and generosity of our Creator. Whether walking
through the countryside, tending a garden, or simply enjoying a
sunny afternoon, we can find moments to pause and give thanks
for God’s blessings.

Our church continues to be a place of worship, fellowship, and
service throughout the summer. We are all grateful to those who
contribute their time, talents, and prayers to sustain our ministry.
Such faithfulness helps us to share Christ’s love within our
parish and beyond.

As we enjoy this season, let us also remember those for whom
summer may be difficult—those who are ill, bereaved, lonely, or
facing uncertainty. May we recognise their needs and be ready
to offer friendship, encouragement, and practical support.

May this summer be a time when we grow closer to God and to
one another, strengthened by the hope we have in Christ.

“Those who hope in the Lord will renew their strength. They
will soar on wings like eagles.” (Isaiah 40:31)

With every blessing,
John De Martino
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Prayer for Aug 26

Heavenly Father,

August — summer holidays and sunny skies. All should be well and yet,
around the world all is not well!

Every day, it seems, new wars begin, catastrophes occur, world
politicians play power games — and people suffer.

It can feel overwhelming and we want to bury our heads in the sand,
rather than build sandcastles on the beach.

Help us Lord, to look up; to see things with Your perspective; to
remember that Jesus warned us that in this world we will have trouble.
Then help us to remember that He told us to take heart, because He has
overcome the world.

Father, help us to savour the summer, as we put our trust in You — our
strength, our hope, our ultimate and unfailing security.

In Jesus name,

Amen.

When you look in your fridge, what do you see? Milk, butter,
vegetables and last night’s leftovers?

So far, so good. But what about the things that you don’t see? A recent
survey of people’s fridges found that more than half of them were
harbouring dangerous bacteria such as E. coli, salmonella and listeria.
So, it seems that unless we take care of our fridges, they can become
playgrounds for germs.

Veggie drawers with bits of slimy carrots or liquefying greens have
been found to harbour more bacteria per square centimetre than a toilet
seat. Plates of raw meat can be a bacterial time bomb. Even door seals
and fridge handles can be a germ hotspot.

The key thing is to regularly wipe shelves and drawers down with a
mild disinfectant, remove stale food, and to keep the temperature of the
fridge at five degrees. Don’t overcrowd your fridge (which can block air
circulation) and don’t engage in the classic ‘fridge food linger,” staring
into the open fridge while deciding what you want to eat. Warm air will
be rushing in.

Your fridge is the hardest working appliance in your kitchen, but it
needs your help.
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Why our ‘crumbling infrastructure’ is hurting older people

Poorly paved roads, unsafe crossings and poor public toilets are slowing
people down. Especially older people. Rather than getting out and about in
their communities, they tend to feel safer staying inside.

But the lack of regular, positive exercise is a danger for them. Such is the
verdict of a recent report from MPs serving on the Health and Social Care
Select Committee.

The MPs stress that what they call Britain’s ‘crumbling infrastructure’ is
leading to many preventable health conditions, ranging from obesity, type
2 diabetes, heart disease, cancer, the onset of frailty, dementia and
disability.

Figures suggest that 44 per cent of people aged 75 or older are doing less
than 30 minutes of moderate physical activity per week. In the UK, lack of
activity is associated with a staggering one in six deaths and is estimated to
cost £7.4bn a year.

So, the MPs are calling for local action to fix streets and crossings, and to
put in more toilets and public seating, as well as better national transport.
Layla Moran, the chairman of the health select committee, said: “Staying
physically active can help older people to live not just longer, but healthier,
happier, more sociable lives.”

SOMETIMES, IT TAKES
A VILLAGE TO HELP
SOMEONE BREAK
THEIR OWN BARRIERS

The Hurworth Rogers Charitable Trust exists to help

support Hurworth’s people and community groups with

grants. If you live in the village, you can find out more

and apply for funding by sending your details to:

Trust Secretary, 2 West End, Hurworth ol 13
A

To support our work with a donation,
email milly.stoney@outlook.com

Registered Charity No.: 1149219
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Church Services in Hurworth,

Middleton St George, Low Dinsdale and Girsby
July 2026

Sun 5t

Tues 7t

Sun 12t

Tues 14th

Sun 19t

Tues 21m

Sun 26t

Tues 28th

MSG Academy
Hurworth
Hurworth
MSG Academy
Hurworth
Girsby

MSG St Georges
Hurworth
MSG Academy
Low Dinsdale
Hurworth
Hurworth
MSG Academy
Hurworth

Low Dinsdale

Hurworth

9.15AM
11.00Am
8.15Am
9.15am
11.00Am
11.15Am
4.00pPm
8.15Am
9.15Am
9.30AM
11.00Am
8.15Am
9.15am
11.00Aam
4.00pPm

8.15AM

Morning Worship
Holy Communion
Morning Prayer
All Age Worship
Morning Worship
Holy Communion
Memorial Service
Morning Prayer
Morning Worship
Holy Communion
All Age Worship
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Morning Worship
Evensong

Morning Prayer



Church Services in Hurworth,
Middleton St George, Low Dinsdale and Girsby
August 2026

Sun 2nd MSG Academy  9.15Am Morning Worship
Hurworth 11.00am  Holy Communion
Tues 4 Hurworth 8.15Am Morning Prayer
Sun 9t MSG Academy  9.15awm All Age Worship
Hurworth 11.00am  Morning Worship
Girsby 11.15am Holy Communion
Tues 11t Hurworth 8.15Am Morning Prayer
Sun 16% MSG Academy  9.15Am Morning Worship
Low Dinsdale 9.30Am Holy Communion
Hurworth 11.00am All Age Worship
Tues 18t Hurworth 8.15Am Morning Prayer

Sun 23 MSG Academy  9.15Am Holy Communion

Hurworth 11.00am  Morning Worship
Low Dinsdale 4.00pm Evensong
Tues 25t Hurworth 8.15aAm Morning Prayer

Sun 30t MSG Academy  9.15am Morning Worship

Hurworth 11.00am  Morning Worship

The Riverside Parishes °



ZOOM WORSHIP

The 11.00 Services at All Saints Hurworth are available
on Zoom. For joining instructions contact:
juliahclarke@aol.com

The Church of England is Growing

Church of England congregations saw their fifth year of growth in a row in
2025 with steady increases in weekly and Sunday attendance and strong
growth in Christmas and Easter services, an early snapshot of official figures
shows.

Overall, there were an estimated 1.023 million regular worshippers across
Church of England congregations last year, up 1.4 per cent on 2024,
according to preliminary returns for the annual Statistics for Mission report.

It is the fifth year in a row in which attendance both on Sundays and across
the week have risen — the first time this has been seen since current records
have been kept.

Just under two million people (1.96 million) joined services on Christmas
Eve and Christmas Day last year — up 5.5 per cent — in addition to 4.8
million attendances over Advent, a 2.0 per cent rise.

Easter attendance was up 7.8 per cent to just over one million (1.03 million).

Over a typical week an estimated 707,000 people attended Church of
England services, up 0.7 per cent on the previous year, and 15.5 per cent
higher than 2021 when attendance rebounded after Covid.

Meanwhile average attendance at Sunday services stood at 590,000 — up 1.6
per cent on the 2024 figure. Despite this recent growth, attendance and
participation remain below pre-pandemic levels.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Sarah Mullally, said: “It is so encouraging to
see the ways that God is at work in our Church. I give thanks for the clergy,
lay people and volunteers who each week make people feel welcome in
every parish across our country.”

Debbie Clinton, the Church of England’s Director for Vision and Strategy,
said: “From our rural villages to our post-industrial towns, in parishes across
the country, churches are reaching out to their communities and sharing the
Good News of Jesus Christ. Our 2025 statistics are a testament to their
hospitality and faithfulness. We praise God for all that He is doing in His
Church.”
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Time for a Smile

Church Bulletin Notices

Some church bulletin notices have a charm all their own, when you know that
they MEANT to say....

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic will be “What Is Hell?” Come
early and listen to our choir practise.

Eight new choir robes are currently needed, due to the addition of several new
members and to the deterioration of some older ones.

Next Thursday there will be try-outs for the choir. They need all the help they
can get.

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married last Saturday in the church. So
ends a friendship that began in their school days.

Please place your donation in the envelope, along with the deceased person
you want remembered.

r

3§33 Buy tickets from
~ \ Clervaux Farm

Shop, DL3 7RG

V7N
gﬁ;Chl’V&UX Fold ¢ R, Call Lone
" : 07812 234372

01325 729871

o
WAGS Choir
07955 162823

Adult £15

Under 12 £7
Under 5 Free

Ticket includes
a cream tea

Saturday 4 July 2pm

Paying by

Clervaux Fold, DL2 2TF bank transfer

Name: Clervaux

ki | .
P . - q i Funding Account
with the Military WAGS Choir, i Bank: Lioyds Bank

and friends Sort Code: 30-98-29
Acc No: 74910460
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Hurworth Village Diary

July 26

Sat 4 Riverside Parishes Churches Open Day
Explore all four churches in the group at your leisure
Entry free 10.30am to 3pm
A Musical Cream Tea Clervaux Fold

Featuring the Military WAGS Choir
Adults £15, Under 12 £7 & Under 5 free
2pm onwards
Sat 11 Open Air Live Music Concert The Grange
Dance the night away
Tickets £10 field, £20 marquee (tables for 10 or 20)
from the Grange Office/Bar 01325 720840

Quilt Making Workshop Village Hall
1pm - 4pm

Sun 18" Quilt Making Workshop Village Hall
1.30pm - 4pm

Aug 26

Sun 9" Craft Fair Village Hall
11am - 3pm

Sat 15™ Quilt Making Workshop Village Hall
1pm - 4pm

Sun 16" Art Group Summer Exhibition Village Hall
Courtesy of the Tuesday Night Art Group

Sept 26

Sat 5* Hurworth Country Fair The Grange
10.30am until 4pm
Entry £3 each, children free

From the Parish Records
Funeral
14™ May 26

Michael Albert Smee aged 81 years
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Hurworth Churches Working Together
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P Monday-Friday 9-3
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L@:(Q & meetin \q Spoece

Weekly Activities

Lucy’s Pilates
Monday 12.30-1.30 & 2-3pm

Sewing Group
Tuesday 1.30-3pm

Tai Chi N onté/y Actrvrties

Wednesday 10-11lam

Coffee and Conversation
A open table for anyone to
come along and join in the
conversation with your
favorite refreshment. An
opportunity to meet new
friends.

Meets every second Monday
of the Month

Little Stars Toddlers
Friday 9.30-11am

Pimms and Needles
Second Wednesday 7-9pm




MH EQUIPMENT SERVICES
GARDEN MACHINERY SERVICE &

REPAIRS

Collection Service available
( within 10 miles of DL2

Sharpening services

The Old Stables
Hurworth Grange
DL2 2BN

DONNA SANDALL
FAMILY LAW

With more than 25 years of
experience as a family law
solicitor, Donna Sandall is a
specialist in divorce, financial,
children, separation
and cohabitation
matters

Call 01325 804751 to hook an appointment or email donna@donnasandallfamilylaw.co.uk

OFFICE 2.17, INNOVATION CENTRAL, 10 JOHN WILLIAMS BOULEVARD SOUTH, DARLINGTON, DL1 1BF




NEASHAM READING
ROOM

DINSDALE PROPERTY
SERVICES

Pete Showden - Handyman

For all those jobs (both little and _
large - no job too small) that Capacity for 100
tradesmen just won’t turn out for!

Are you looking for a venue for
a one off or regular event?

€ B . Ramped Access

‘:N 1% i Wheelchair accessible toilet
decorating, tiling, renovations, Tables and chairs
bathrooms, kitch_ens. gardening,

plumbing ... Well-equipped kitchen
07340 645440 For all enquiries:
petesnowden@hotmail.com .
neashamrr@gmail.com

The Old School, Low Dinsdale

)
(X
FUNERAL SERVICE

01642 929090 With dignity and kindness
With over 25 years experience. ! ‘
I understand that every detail matters when it 4 :
comes to saying farewell to a loved one. o\ \
?\ p

Available 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.

Scan to visit website

=] [=]
@ 01642 929090 %

i3

=] a

@ support@davidknowlesfuneralservice.co.uk

@ www.davidknowlesfuneralservice.co.uk

0 4 Mandale Park, Urlay Nook Road, Eaglescliffe, \/ N
| YEARS,
Yarm, Stockton-on-Tees. TS16 0TA O )2
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S
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Newsletter Information

This Newsletter is compiled and printed by members of All Saints Church
Hurworth and distributed by a team of volunteers in the spirit of Christians
Working Together in Hurworth and the surrounding villages.

Appropriate copy is always welcome as are offers to assist with the distribution to
our growing community.

All copy for the Newsletter, including events, articles for publication,
advertisement design or payment MUST be received by10th of the previous
month at the latest, or inclusion may not be possible

Advertising rates are as follows :-

Quarter page - 1 insertion £18, 5 (half year) £82.50 10 (I year) £160
Half page insertions £35 each, £155 per half year

Editors Contact details :-

Denis Pinnegar - Email denispinnegar@aol.com Tel 01325 720835
A.W Tree Care Fully Insured
Tree & Hedge Professionals All Aspects of Tree

Time Served Royal Horticultural Society Arborist Work Undertaken

Tree Felli i li Pruning - H i
ree Felling, Dismantling & Pruning edge Cutting 25m Tracked
Stump Removal - Grinding - Site/Garden Clearance Cherry Picker Hire
Tree Inspections and Reports - Woodland Management

T -01740 620216/01325 321113 M — 07544 802052
Alexander Walker TechArborA. ND Arb. SOC Arb.

5%;/ Electrician

www.trustmark.org.uk

NAPIT -
e Do you find it difficult to get someone to

come and do a small job?

+ Fault Finding f Repairs « Zualified Electrician

+ Extra lights and socketzs  « Fully Insured

+ MNew Fuse Boards + Feliable Service

+ Hewires * [ichy Woark

« P.AT Testing + Free Cluote

+ Landlord Inspections + Satistfaction Guaranteed

Call Steve on 01325 244491 or 07809 771623




Stay safe in all
eaher conditions

Contact us today and make an appointment
for your next service. We will make sure
that your car is going to thank you.

Oxford Garage Hurworth

27 Hurworth Road

Hurworth Place

Darlington DL2 2DF

Phone: 01325 720231 - info@oxford-garage.co.uk

APPROVED CODE
TRADINGSTANDARDS.UK

A m Oxford Garage




CLEAR LEGAL ADVICE

(I

Family & Divorce | Property Purchase & Sales
Wills, Probate & Family Trusts | Armed Forces Community

Darlington Northallerton
01325 281111 01609 765765
Email enquiries@clarkwillis.co.uk www.clarkwillis.com

SOLICITORS . /clarkwillislip . @EnquiriesWillis . ClarkWillisLaw

\\A,ff Kevin Brobyn MCFHP MAFHP
ldrl‘/ Foot Health Professional

Br()b)vn Professional foot health-care in

erEsE your home. Routine nail
reduction, nail and skin care,
diabetic foot care, professional

Acupuncture advice

3

Complimentary consultation

Traditional Chinese Medicine

Q Middleton St George, DL2 1LN

£28 per treatment
W4 info@mariebrobynwellness.com
Tel: 01325 625056 or 07989 965463

“ 07540 956995 kevinbrobyn@hoi’maﬂ.co.uk

@ www.mariebrobynwellness.com




CONTACT DETAILS
Priest in Charge: Revd. Anthony Smith (01325 262122)

Email: Anthony.Smith@durham.anglican.org

For Baptisms, Weddings in ASH, Dinsdale, Girsby & MSG,
and for Funerals, please contact Rev Anthony Smith

Hurworth Church Wardens Email addresses :
Julia Clarke 01325 720662 juliahclarke@aol.com
Denise Finch 07776 814748 denise.finch1957@gmail.com
Lay Readers

Paul Mallett 07939 681010 mallett26@hotmail.com
Pete Snowden 07340 645440 petesnowden@hotmail.co
Parish Safeguarding Officer

Joanne Snowden 07711 980432 joannesnowden@hotmail.com
Dinsdale Church Wardens

Reuben Robson 01325 332439

Pete Snowden 07340 645440 petesnowden@hotmail.com
Girsby Church Wardens

Allen Harrison 01609 881534 harrisoncanda@hotmail.co.uk
Jane Alderson 07871 164784 pommiegrannie@gmail.com
Middleton St George Church Wardens

Rodger Sansom 01325 401850 rodger@sansomfamily.org
Jim Chalmers 07776 406890 jim.chalmers99@gmail.com
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