Sunday 14th June 	AR, Tockwith, LM

Have you ever tried and struggled to do something that someone else has made look incredibly easy through their skill and experience.  Crocheting, flower arranging, a hard maths equation, icing a cake or maybe learning to play an instrument?  

We’ve all been there. When training to be an interventional radiologist, I would assist or do parts of many difficult operations and by the end of my training I felt as though I could tackle anything.  But I didn’t feel quite as confident when I started on day one as a junior Consultant, because I suddenly felt that I was on my own.  It was down to me with no one to hand over to if I was struggling. The responsibility sometimes felt like a heavy weight.

I now find myself being back in a similar situation as a Curate. Learning and enjoying doing lots but working with Martin and being able to bounce ideas off him and to ask for help when needed. But I know that my training will come to an end (if I can convince someone to sign me off) and I won’t always have Martin to work with. 

In our Gospel reading today we see Jesus’ followers at the point where they have been happily working alongside him and now being asked to go out and do the work that he has been doing, so, quite a big ask.  They hadn’t realised that they were being trained up for this role. Casting out unclean spirits, curing every disease and sickness, raise the dead – no problem, all in a day’s work!

They would have seen Jesus do some amazing things, but Jesus would have made all the decisions, handled all the tricky moments, steered them through towns and villages, taken the criticism and given them the encouragement needed when the going was tough. (All very similar to an incumbent looking after their Curate.)   Now he’s telling them to go off and do it by themselves.  How do you think they would have felt?  Probably quite anxious and under prepared.

Jesus’ instruction to his disciples sounds a bit like the Great Commission later in the Gospel of Matthew when he tells them to - “Go and make disciples of all nations, baptising them in the name of Father, Son and Holy Spirit” but in today’s passage the commissioning is a bit more specific. Instead of all nations, Jesus says that they should go only to the lost sheep of Israel and nowhere among the Gentiles, or Samaritans.  

It doesn’t sound like the normal inclusive Jesus but at that time Israel was in a mess.  Jerusalem and the Temple were in ruins, and the people were scattered, with some of the twelve tribes in exile.  Here Jesus is commissioning his twelve disciples (note the same number of followers as tribes) with the urgent core task of restoring and renewing the foundations of God’s nation - a task that was required to be done before the wider mission of God of going out to all nations could be started.  I guess a loose parallel today might be that as a Church we need to get ourselves in order spiritually and right relationship with God, before being able to effectively bring God’s message to our wider community.



These verses capture the heart of discipleship: where we are to respond to the needs of the people, carrying out God’s work of healing and restoration, whilst relying on God’s help to do this. Through this we are challenged to see discipleship not as passive belief but as active participation in God’s work. With each one of us being asked to get involved.  

A disciple is essentially anyone who chooses to follow Jesus and the job of a disciple is two-fold. Firstly, to grow in relationship with God and secondly to share this with others – teaching or discipling them to have a relationship with God. Learning to become more like Jesus and to live our lives as he has shown us how to. We will be learning much more about this on our away day in July with Sammi, but for today I would like us to look at 3 things this passage teaches us about being a disciple.

Firstly, you will note that Jesus calls each of his disciples by name and they are written down for us to see in Matthew. He knows and has chosen each of them.  Just as God knows and calls each one of us by name today to be his disciple. 

Secondly, we are being asked to join in with the work that God is already doing, with God’s mission – the Missio Dei.  Just as the first disciples were being asked to help God restore Israel. In fact, when we try to go it alone and don’t join in with where God is always at work it doesn’t tend to go as well.God wants each one of us to be in a relationship with him and from there to join in with his mission and to show others of his love so that they have a chance to know him as well.  He wants each one of us to do his work, in the places that we are live or work, as the people we are.  This can sometimes feel a bit scary and too much responsibility, but my final point will hopefully be reassuring. That is that we are not alone as a disciple, neither are we doing God’s work in our own strength.  We have God’s Holy Spirit with us, and it is God working through us – which is why we’re able to do some amazing things.  Just as his first disciples were able to do miracles and heal people, but that was in Jesus’ name – not in their own!

So, when you are out and about this week remember that you are loved and special to God.  That he calls you by name as his disciple and wants you to join in his mission – to work through you to bring love and restoration to all.
Amen

