
THE NEWSPAPER OF THE BRAMERTON GROUP OF CHURCHES COVERING 11 PARISHES 

You may send contributions and photos by post (addresses on back page) or by email to elevensays22@gmail.com 

ELEVEN SAYS 
The Church for Everyone 
The church buildings in our parishes have stood as sentinels, keeping watch over our villages for centuries as 
places of worship, but also as a focus for gatherings of the communities to mark significant life events. 
Generations of families are buried in the churchyards, and the very walls of the buildings are soaked in the prayers 
of the ages. It is hard not to enter the quiet, cool stillness of an ancient church building and not be touched by a 
sense of calm; a reminder that life, although it was often hard, was not always as frantic as it seems to be now. 
The very history of the Church and its people over the years is tangible in the bricks and mortar and a reminder of 
those who laboured to build God a far more solid and grand house than they themselves lived in. There are few 
modern buildings that have this impact. When I was Vicar of an urban parish, the church building was very 
modern, built in 1981 (it had a commemorative brick set in one wall with the initials ‘C’ and ‘D’ as it opened the 
year Charles and Diana were married.) As a building it was very functional and comfortable both for worship and 
for community activities during the week, but it lacked any sense of history or permanence or connection with 
generations past, and it was the poorer for it.  
 

I know from talking to the couples I prepare for marriage that the buildings are important to them, not simply as an 
attractive back drop for the photographs, but because they sense the significance of standing where others have 
stood before, making the same loving commitment to each other, entering not just into a legal contract, but 
receiving God‘s blessing for the whole of their life together. This is never more evident than when I have had the 
privilege to conduct a marriage where the parents or grandparents of the bride or groom were married in the same 
church decades before. I have also conducted funeral services in a church where the deceased was also married; 
it is quite moving to see a coffin standing on the same floor tiles where its occupant stood maybe fifty or sixty years 
earlier beside their beloved to say, ‘I will’. 
 

It is a shame, therefore, that the number of people in our communities seeking to be a part of the ongoing history 
of the Church and the church building is falling away quite rapidly. When I became Rector of our five parishes 
some eleven years ago, we averaged fifteen weddings each year. This year we have just four booked. Weddings 
have been in decline in general, not just in the church, with a fifty percent reduction in the number of weddings now 
compared to fifty years ago. There are many reasons for this, including the cost, changing social attitudes to co-
habiting or raising children outside of marriage as well as the falling influence of religion. 
 

But I also feel that part of the decline is due to a growing disconnect between the churches and the communities 
they serve. Some years ago, I was Chair of the Diocesan Weddings Team created to promote church weddings, 
and part of my remit was to attend wedding fairs and speak to couples about church weddings. The most common 
issue that arose was a belief that if they did not regularly attend church services, they could not be married in the 
church and there was always considerable surprise when I explained this was not the case. The church buildings 
are not clubhouses for members but belong to all who live in the parish. In the Bramerton Group, we are trying 
very hard to share this vital message and make the churches available to 
celebrate life and community events. This is not because we are desperate for 
business(!) but because we want all in our present-day communities to 
experience the joy, the wonder, the mystery and the love of God which our 
church buildings have contributed to and witnessed for generations. 
 

As part of this promotion, we are planning a special service to celebrate 
marriage, and we do hope many couples and families from across the eleven 
parishes of the group will attend to give thanks for the deep expression of love 
rooted in the tradition of marriage. It is open to everyone including those who 
were married in a local church, another church or in another wedding venue 
as well as those who may be considering a church wedding now or in the 
future or simply want to join us to celebrate all loving relationships before God. 
The short service will be followed by fizz and refreshments, and we do hope 
you will consider joining us. 
 

All the details are on the adjacent poster. 
 

With every blessing, 
 

Fr Chris. 

JUNE /  
JULY 2026 
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Robert Clough 
Carpenter/Joiner 

 
The local service for ALL your carpentry/

joinery needs, and MORE!! 
 

Specialists in purpose made windows 
and doors for period and listed 
properties 
 

Prompt, reliable and fully qualified 
 

A local company, established 1988 
 

All aspects of carpentry and joinery work 
undertaken 
 

Ceramic tiling and domestic plumbing 
 

Suppliers and fitters of high quality 
kitchens and bathrooms 
 

01508 493711 
www.robertclough.co.uk 

The Hollies Classroom 
Loddon  

www.loddonnurseryschool.co.uk 
 

Open 8am - 6pm  
for 0 - 5 year olds 

 

Funded places available 

 

Full and part days available 

 

Holiday club for 2 - 9 year olds 
 

Rated OUTSTANDING by 
Ofsted 

 

Please telephone Jayne White  
for further information  
or to arrange  
a visit 
01508 520286 
 
 info@loddonnurseryschool.co.uk 

 
 
 

1st Aardvark  
Professional Upholstery & 

Carpet Cleaning  
 

Carpets, Rugs, Furniture, Curtains, 
Vinyl Flooring, Deoderising, 
Shielding, Patios, Pressure 

Washing,  
Domestic and Commercial 

 

Competitive Rates 
Fast Reliable Local Service 

 

01508 495064 
07733 213840  

jamie@1staardvark.co.uk 
www.1staardvark.co.uk 

Tiled floors 
cleaned 

and 
polished 

CRB 
checked 
Trusted 
Trader 

ROCKLAND 
WINDOWS, DOORS & 

REPAIRS 
 

  Replacement 
uPVC’ ‘Wood’  
or ‘Aluminium’  
Windows and  

Doors, etc 
 

Replacement sealed units 
Insurance work undertaken 

 

FASCIAS  *  BARGEBOARDS  
GUTTERING  *  CLADDING  
SOFFITS & DOWNPIPES 

 

All Carpentry work & roof repairs 
 

Mark Clayton, 87 The Street 
Rockland St Mary, Norwich 

 

Tel: 01508 538757 
Mobile: 07710 124949 

 

B-Spoked Cycles 
Mobile Cycle Repairs,  
Sales and Servicing 

 

Based in Bergh Apton and 
covering the surrounding area.   

 
I come to you  
and repair your  
bike on the spot  
or I will collect  
and return it later 

 
Contact Paul on  

07905 857767  
or 

B-spoked@hotmail.com 

Prince  
Gardening  
Services  

 

Need a gardener or handyman?  
 

Garden maintenance,  
Mowing,  

Hedge Trimming,  
Pruning, Planting,  

Fencing,  
Handyman Work,  

Basic DIY jobs indoors  
and out,  

Reliable, Insured,  
No job too small.     

 
 

Tel: 07741 479259 or email 
princegardeningservices@ 

gmail.com 

A W PLASTERING 
 

FOR ALL YOUR PLASTERING NEEDS  
 

 

Domestic & Commercial 
Plastering 

 

Call ADAM  
  

Tel:  01508 480014 
 

Mobile:  07733 107339  
 
 

SPECIALISTS IN 
 

• PLASTERING  
 

• COVERING ARTEX 
 

• RENDERING   
 

• PAINTING & DECORATING  

CHRIS CLITHEROE 
PAINTER & DECORATOR 

Interior and Exterior 
Free estimates 

 

Tel: (01508) 480283 
 

The Cottage, Chapel Road,  
Ashby St Mary. Norwich 

NR14 7BH 

Contact 07954 122085   07881 951591 

CHARLIE GARLICK 
ELECTRICIAN 

 

Mobile: 
07999 640808 

 

Email: 
charlie.s.garlick@gmail.com  

 

Website:  
www.cgelectricalservices.co.uk 

 

Alpington, NR14 7NY 

ALDIS & SONS 
FARM SHOP 

 

Family run business for over 30 years 
 

Church Farm, Framingham Earl 
 

01508 492293 / 07831392347 
 

Our Own Grown Veg and 
Salads 

Large Selection of Fruits 
Our Own Reared Lamb 

Local Beef, Chicken,  
Pork and Game 

Free Range Eggs 
Fresh Cut Flowers 

Water Softener Salt 
Potatoes by the Bag 

 

SUPPLIERS TO THE CATERING TRADE 
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The Good Friday Pilgrimage 
 

The Thurton Benefice' Good Friday Pilgrimage began at St. Mary's Church 
Ashby. Our gathering of pilgrims, after a short service, meditation and 
music, then walked to St. Ethelbert's, Thurton, and on to St. Peter & St. 
Paul's, Bergh Apton. 
 
Then the journey took us to St Mary's Yelverton. Finally ending up at St. 
Andrew's Framingham Pigot, leaving the wooden cross ready for next 
year's Pilgrimage. 
 
The weather was kind to us and most of the group completed the whole 
journey. (as our photographs recorded). It was good to have some children 
on our journey too, and Dawson, Chris and Melanie's best friend! Children 
and Dawson were so well behaved. 
 
The pilgrims had a short service at each church including, quiet reflection, 
music and a hymn, with a welcome refreshment waiting at St. Mary's 
Yelverton of hot cross buns tea/coffee and toilet break, 
 
We give thanks and appreciation to Chris and Melanie for their hard work in 
producing the varied readings for each church and with a good number of 
services leading us to the joy of Easter Day on the 5th April. All content for 
each service was given much thought, typed and printed, also the music 
and hymns were selected well for the occasion. 
 
All were welcomed to join us as we journeyed towards and beyond the 
Cross once again.  
 
There were five main characters - one character for each church service - 
Peter, Judas, Caiaphas, Pilate and centurion. 
 
All with the same question: 

“Love is patient, love is kind” 
 

The lines below appeared on the wall of Mother Teresa's home for children in 
Calcutta, India. They are based on an original composition by Kent Keith, but this 
version is credited to Mother Theresa herself.  
 
People are often unreasonable, irrational, and self-centered.  
Forgive them anyway.  
 
If you are kind, people may accuse you of selfish, ulterior motives.  
Be kind anyway.  
 
If you are successful, you will win some unfaithful friends and some genuine enemies.  
Succeed anyway.  
 
If you are honest and sincere people may deceive you.  
Be honest and sincere anyway.  
 
What you spend years creating, others could destroy overnight.  
Create anyway.  
 
If you find serenity and happiness, some may be jealous.  
Be happy anyway.  
 
The good you do today, will often be forgotten.  
Do good anyway.  
 
Give the best you have, and it will never be enough.  
Give your best anyway.  
 
In the final analysis, it is between you and God.  
It was never between you and them anyway.  
 
Vivien Humber  

Ashby St Mary 

Bergh Apton 

FRAMINGHAM PIGOT  

THURTON  

YELVERTON 

Surlingham resident presented with 
British Empire Medal 
 
On Wednesday 13th May Clive Evans was 
presented with his British Empire Medal. 
 
Clive is a long-
standing 
Volunteer 
Ambassador 
for the Priscilla 
Bacon 
Hospice 
Charity.  
 
He was 
awarded the 
British Empire 
Medal (BEM) 
in the King's 
New Year 
Honours in 
recognition of 
his services to 
the community 
and to end of 
life care. 
 
He is pictured 
with the Lord 
Lieutenant of 
Norfolk, Lady Phillipa Dannatt. 
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Rockland St Mary Benefice  

What’s on in Rockland Benefice 
June marks the start of the ‘green’ time in church. Sundays after 
Trinity stretch from now until the end of October, and green is their 
colour. It’s sometimes known as Ordinary Time as there are no 
seasons or major festivals, but in my experience, there is no ordinary 
time in Church life. There’s always something happening . . .  
 

. . Midsummer Music and More in Claxton, June 20th, from 12 Noon 
- 5 pm. See Page 10 for more information. 
 

. . ‘The Shepherd and the Sheep’ Café Church in Rockland Parish 
Room, June 28th 10.30 am -12 Noon. 
 

. . Bramerton’s Open Air Service on July 19th, 4 pm. 
 

. . joining with Fr. Chris at Framingham Pigot for the Wedding 
Celebration Service on July 12th at 4 pm. 
 

.. . . A Phenomenal Building Workshop for Children and their Grown 
Ups in Rockland St. Mary’s Church on July 23rd (see article on Page 
5 for more information). 
 

. . our annual Summer Group service at Hellington. We’re 
celebrating Communion at Hellington Church on July 28th at 11 am, 
followed by a picnic in the churchyard. Please bring something to sit 
on outside (pews provided inside if wet!).  
 

. . . Carleton St. Peter’s Annual Flower Festival on August 1st and 
2nd  – always worth a visit! 
 

News from the Barn:  Warm Welcome Mondays’ summer season 
continues on June 29th and July 27th at The Barn between 11 am 
and 2.30 pm. Due to The Barn’s annual August shutdown the 
following Warm Welcome will be on September 28th. 
 

Still at the Barn offers a quiet, informal space for reflection, 
conversation and opportunities to respond to words, music and 
images on Sunday afternoons. We’re gathering at 4 pm on July 5th.  
 

Art Café in the Barn opens its doors on June 10th and July 8th, 
10.30 am -12.30 pm. Drop in for friendly company, fresh coffee and 
art-related enjoyment! 
 

Art Café Online meets on July 22nd at 10.30 am. Please contact 
Nick for your Zoom link and details of our lively and varied 
programme.   
 

Some Big Thank Yous . . .  
 

. . To all who attended and helped at the Warm Welcome Mondays 
and Group Lent Course, raising £680.20 for the Diocesan Lent 
Appeal for school bursaries for clergy families in Papua New Guinea. 
Thank you for your generosity.  
 

. . To Rockland with Hellington PC, the Poors Trust and South 
Norfolk District Council for their invaluable support of Warm 
Welcome, and our cheerful and hardworking team of volunteers. 
 

. .  To everyone who supported this year’s Joint Annual Parochial 
Church Meeting, all who stood for election and all who offer their 
support in so many ways.  
 

. . . To everyone who’s supported this year’s Christian Aid Week. If 
you still wish to make a donation online, please follow this link 
https://donate.christianaid.org.uk/Donate/ 
 

Thank you, Revd Nick Garrard 

Thurton Benefice Update 
 

A Service in Celebration of Marriage: Sunday 12th July at St 
Andrew‘s Church, Framingham Pigot, at 4pm. A special service to 
which all are invited whether you have been married for six months 
or sixty years or are, indeed, considering a wedding in one of our 
churches in the Group. There will be a short service followed by 
refreshments and fizz. We will be writing to invite those who have 
been married in our churches in recent years, but the service is very 
much open to all who would like to come to celebrate the joy and 
love of marriage. Please see the article on the front cover of this 
edition and the invitation poster. 
 
Little Fish: our Christian Toddler Group is held fortnightly on 
Wednesday mornings at Ashby & Thurton Village Hall during term 
time. Judy Jackson has been running this for the past 7 years and 
will be stepping down at the end of the summer term. Thank you 
Judy for all the time and energy you have committed to Little Fish – it 
is much appreciated. We now need to find a new ‘Angel Fish’ to lead 
this little group and if you feel that might be you, please speak to me 
and I will put you in touch with Judy who can explain what is 
involved. 
 
Confirmation Service: I am delighted that Bishop Ian will be coming 
to the Benefice on Sunday 25th October 2026 for a Confirmation 
Service. In the Anglican tradition, Confirmation is the second 
sacrament of initiation which completes the process of membership 
starting with the candidate‘s baptism and allows them to make a 
personal, mature decision to affirm the promises made on their 
behalf through infant baptism. Through it the affirming believer 
receives the gift of the Holy Spirit by the laying on of hands and 
anointing with the oil of Chrism and strengthens their relationship 
with God in Jesus Christ. Confirmation can happen at any age in our 
adult life, usually from the age of 12 or 13 onwards. I will be 
arranging preparation classes in late summer/early autumn which will 
probably be on Saturday mornings in Bergh Apton Church.  
 

The service and preparation classes will be open to anyone in the 
Bramerton Group and Loddon Deanery so please contact me if you 
would like an informal conversation about whether confirmation 
might be appropriate for you or a family member. 
 

The Annual Parochial Church Meeting (APCM). Thank you to those 
who attended the Annual Meeting at the end of April, especially those 
who gave reports and agreed to take on/continue in various roles of 
responsibility in our Church communities. 
 

Midweek Communions: usually take place on Wednesday mornings 
at 10.30 am on a rotating basis in Ashby St Mary, Bergh Apton, 
Framingham Pigot and Thurton and on the first Thursday of each 
month at Yelverton. Please see the separate table on Page 5 with 
details of locations and dates. 
 

The service is from the Book of Common Prayer and lasts for 30 
minutes. I am usually available after the service to meet with anyone 
who would welcome the opportunity to speak with me in confidence 
in a church setting. 
 

Safeguarding: The churches of the Thurton Benefice are committed 
to the safeguarding, care and nurture of everyone within our Church 
community. PCC members and all volunteers who work with children 
or vulnerable adults have completed or are undertaking the 
appropriate safeguarding training and the PCCs are adopting formal 
safeguarding policies to ensure we comply with all current legislation.  
 

If you have a safeguarding concern please contact our Safeguarding 
Officer, Mrs Leo Smith, 01508 493695 or me on 01508 484174. 
Where a child or adult is at imminent risk do not delay: call 999. 
 

Home visits and Home Communions: I am very keen to visit anyone 
who is unwell or feeling isolated or lonely, either simply for a 
conversation or to share Holy Communion in their home. If someone 
cannot make it to church, the church goes to them! Please do contact 
me if you, or anyone you know, would like a visit. I am particularly 
keen to hear if a parishioner has been admitted to hospital; I would 
rather be told several times than not at all!  
 

Revd Chris Ellis: 01508 484174 

Thurton Benefice  

The Bramerton Group 

 

********* Café Church - All Welcome ********* 
 

The PARISH ROOM, The Street, Rockland St Mary. 
 
 

With REFRESHMENTS, BIBLE STORIES, 
MAGAZINES, CRAFTS, PUZZLES and 

GOOD CONVERSATION 
 

FOR ALL AGES 
All with our compliments! 

 

SUNDAY 28th JUNE  
 

Theme: “The Shepherd and The Sheep”  
Drop in any time between 10.30 am - 12 noon 

 

Future date: TBC  
 

For details, or possible help with transport, please contact 
Nick Garrard 01508 538014 or Mandy Ansell 01508 538654 

 

********* Café Church - All Welcome *********  
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From the Registers 
BAPTISMS 
28/03/26 Ralph Jamie LARTER   Framingham Pigot 
 

MARRIAGES 
 

FUNERALS , BURIALS, CREMATIONS, INTERMENT OF ASHES 
10/03/26 Hilary FORDER     Claxton 
17/03/26 Jenny Marie PURPLE (née Saunders)  (96) Yelverton 
23/03/26 Simon MITCHELL    Kirby Bedon 
24/03/26 Michael John BUXTON   Claxton 
01/04/26 Brian Albert SAYER  (90)   Framingham Pigot 
10/04/26 Jane Caroline IVES    Carleton St Peter 
18/04/26 Valentine Sidney ‘Derek’ SECKER  (92) 
  (Interment of Ashes)    Bergh Apton 
23/04/26 David JONES     Rockland St Mary 
24/04/26 Myrtle Jane WRIGHT  (97)  Carleton St Peter 
29/04/26 Dennis John STARLING  (77)  Thurton 
30/04/26 Stephanie Jane PERKINS   Surlingham 
05/05/26 Jasmine Frances WOOD  (90)  Thurton 

 

Gentlemen, you are cordially invited to a 
 

Mid-Day Mardle 
 

An opportunity for men to quench their thirst for good company and 
conversation, share good food and, perhaps,  

to enjoy a glass of something.  

New members are always given a warm welcome. 
 

Ferry House, Surlingham 
 

Wednesdays: June 3rd, July 1st, August 12th  
(every month, normally 1st Wednesday) 

Any time between 12 noon and 2 pm 
 

Any questions, please contact David Fairbourn on 01508 538437 or 
email surlingham.midday.mardle@gmail.com 

Wednesday Fellowship is a meeting for all people in the 
Bramerton Group and beyond! Meetings are held on the second 
Wednesday of the month from 2 - 4 pm at Alpington and Yelverton 
Village Hall. We have Christian and secular speakers followed by 
tea / coffee, cake and fellowship. All are welcome. 
 

June 10th - The Revd Canon Pat Atkinson on her 20th visit to India 
and updating on the work of the Vidiyal Trust  
 
 

For more information please contact Pat Barter on 01508 493570. 

Worship in Stillness is held at 9:30 am on Monday Mornings 
at Cherry House, Wheel Road, Alpington. Half an hour of praise, 
silence, meditation and prayer followed by tea and coffee for those 
wishing to stay. 

Midweek Communions  
 

June and July  
 

All Services at 10.30am 
 

June 
Wednesday 3rd – Ashby St Mary 
Thursday 4th – Yelverton 
Wednesday 10th – Bergh Apton 
Wednesday 17th – Framingham Pigot 
Wednesday 24th – Thurton  
 

July 
Wednesday 1st – Ashby St Mary 
Thursday 2nd – Yelverton  
Wednesday 8th – Bergh Apton 
Wednesday 15th – Framingham Pigot 
Wednesday 22nd – Thurton 
Wednesday 29th – No Service 
 

All are very welcome to this said service of Holy Communion 
from the Book of Common Prayer. Services last 30 minutes. 

Celtic Daily Prayer at St Mary’s Church, 
Surlingham 
 

This is the lovely view seen from inside 
Surlingham Church porch as we sit together 
to pray and meditate on a Bible reading and 
a reflection for the day. We meet at 10 am 
for approx half an hour on the 2nd and 4th 
Tuesday mornings of the month.  
 

Future dates:  June 9th and 23rd 
   July 14th and 28th. 
 

Everyone from the Group is very welcome to 
join us. If you are unable to come but would 
like to receive the chosen material for the day, please email 
mandy.ansell44@gmail.com and I will send you a copy for your own 
reflection time.   
 

Revd. Mandy Ansell, 01508 538654   

“A Phenomenal Building” Workshop for Children 
and their Grown Ups  
 

A new way to appreciate the stunning buildings found in 
every parish 
 

Too often we live inside our own heads, rushing from one task to the 
next, barely noticing the world around us. Over time, the wonderful 
becomes mundane and the beautiful fades into the background. 
Even the remarkable buildings that surround us — places shaped by 
centuries of human skill, change and care — can become invisible 
through familiarity. 
 

Phenomenal Buildings is a new series of workshops that invites us 
to slow down and reconnect with these spaces by engaging our 
senses more fully. Using church buildings as the focus, the sessions 
explore not only the traditional five senses of sight, sound, touch, 
taste and smell, but also less-considered ways of experiencing the 
world: our sense of time and its passage, of orientation and place, of 
warmth and cold, weight and presence. 
 

Run by Norfolk Record Office, the workshops offer a relaxed, 
enjoyable and thought provoking way of encountering historic 
buildings anew, whether you know them well or are stepping inside 
for the first time. The first workshop, concentrating on light — how it 
moves, changes and shapes our experience of a space — takes 
place in Rockland St Mary’s Church. 
 

Suitable for adults and accompanied older children (6+), the free 
workshop runs from 10 am to 12 noon on 23rd July. 
 

To book a place, visit http://norfolkrecordoffice.eventbrite.co,uk or 
email norfrec@norfolk.gov.uk 

Little Fish 
Christian Toddler Group meeting fortnightly on 

Wednesdays during term time 
 

After nearly 7 years as ‘Angel Fish’, Judy Jackson is retiring from 
leading Little Fish. Thank you Judy for all your loving commitment to 

our little people and their parents over the years.  
 

We are, therefore, looking for a new volunteer ‘Angel Fish’ to take 
on this very special role in the life of our communities. If you think 

this might be you, please speak to me in the first instance. 
 

Fr Chris. 01508 484174 
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LODDON FLOWER CLUB 
 

We meet on the first Tuesday of the month, doors 
open 6.30 pm for a 7 pm start, in St John's Lecture 
Hall on George Lane in Loddon. Parking is 
available on site or nearby on Church Plain car park. 
 

On Tuesday June 2nd, we are having a Garden Visit to Muddy 
Boots in Bergh Apton. This will be a tour of the gardens, followed 
by homemade refreshments. If you would like to join us please get 
in touch for more information. 
 

Tuesday July 7th we have a demonstration by Linda Kingcott, the 
title is ‘From Sunset to Moonlight’. Linda’s arrangements will be 
raffled at the end of the evening. Refreshments will be served 
during a short interval, where we can catch up with the floral news 
and get tips and ideas for our own creations. Visitors £7.50. 
 

We hold our AGM in August so there is no meeting. 
 

If you would like more information please telephone Tricia 01508 
480522, or email: loddonflowerclub@gmail.com. Please visit our 
website www.loddonflowerclub.co.uk, and we also have a 
Facebook page: Loddon Flower Club. 
 

Everyone is welcome to join us for an enjoyable evening centred 
around flowers. 
 

We are supporting the Loddon and Chedgrave Arts Festival in 
July, so do come and give us a look. On Saturday the 4th, the club 
is holding a demonstration in the morning, 10 am - 12 noon and 
then in the afternoon we’re holding a workshop form 2 pm - 4 pm. 
Both will be held in St John's Lecture Hall. Do come along and say 
hello.  
 

Also, look out for our flower display in the Garden Shop window. 

Poringland Community Centre 
Overtons Way, Poringland, Norwich, NR14 7WB 

 

Poringland Community Cinema  
 

Future dates for your diary: Friday  film nights:  
11th September, 9th October, 13th November, 11th December. 

Buena Vista Social Club   
 

Future dates for your diary: Friday Film Nights:  
4th September, 2nd October, 6th November, 4th December. 

 

For further information please contact: John on 01508 494358 or 
Carol on 01508 492630 

Loddon Lifelong Learners (formerly Loddon 
WEA) 
 

Following on from our successful course during the Spring Term 
we have arranged two courses in the Autumn Term. 
 

The first 4 week course will start on the 28th September, entitled 
‘Digging into our Past’.  Tutors will discuss local archaeology, 
including the Caister Roman Project and Life and Death in 
Norwich.   
 

Starting in November there will be a 4 week course on Iran 
entitled ‘Dressed to Resist: Women and Change in Iran’.  This 
course will explore Iranian women’s contemporary social history 
through their own voices, highlighting how they have shaped 
social and political change despite enforced dress codes and 
other social limitations.   
 

The maximum cost for each course will be £40 which may be 
reduced dependent on numbers attending.  
 

We meet in the Club Room of the Jubilee Hall in Loddon on 
Monday afternoons from 2 – 4 pm.  Further details will be on the 
posters and sent to those on our mailing list.  If you have attended 
our courses in the past you will know that we are a lively group 
who enjoy a good discussion! 
 

If you would like to be informed of developments and join our 
mailing list, or have any suggestions for a lecturer, please contact 
Sharon, email swsmith949@gmail.com or telephone Alison on 
01508 521976. 

St Mary’s Church, Rockland St Mary 
 

After birdsong, after rain 

The silence in the church remains. 

Calm and peace, tranquility. 

Is specially there for you and me. 
  

Jesus Christ is oh so near 

Your time with him is very dear 

So say some prayers or shed a tear 

For someone gone, for someone dear. 
 

St Mary’s Church is there for you 

So walk right in and take a pew 

Ease your fears, you`ll be renewed 

Remember. Jesus died for you. 

Summer Cycling 
Now, a warm feel on my face and lots of hot (h)air! 
The sun beating down shedding warmth everywhere.  

The trees, so majestic, powerful and high, 
Their rich dark green leaves reach up to the sky. 
The banks and the hedges have grown so tall, 
Flowers of the fruits spread between them all.  

The birds are more quiet, lots of fledglings to feed,  

Little mouths take their feed at breakneck speed. 
The crops are transformed, they dance in the breeze  

Like carpets of gold upon the high seas. 
The cows are at rest in the heat of the day, 
Keeping watch on their offspring preferring to play. 
The flow of the river, a little more calm, 
The ditches and ponds a little more  
balm. 
The dragonflies hover, waterlilies  
perchance,  

Perhaps a few butterflies join in the  
dance. 
And so I am thankful to God up above 
For reasons like this which show us  
His love. 

Kath Ricketts 
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Trevor Myhill 
 

Painter & Decorator 
 

Over 25 years experience 
 

(01508) 480657 
 

FREE ESTIMATES GIVEN - NO JOB TOO SMALL 

 

              www.mrchimney4u.co.uk 
 

Guild of Master Chimney Sweeps Member 
I offer a professional, clean and friendly service/advice 

 

Wood burners      Inglenook fires      Multi-fuel stoves      Aga/Rayburn       
Open fires      Gas/Oil      Inset stoves      Biomass 

 

Certificates Issued. CCTV Flue/Chimney Checks. Stoves Serviced/Repaired 
 

David Wilson, 54 Cawstons Meadow, Poringland, NR14 7SX 
info@mrchimney4u.co.uk   01508 493219 or 07835 757528 

 

Old School Building, Kirby Road,  
Kirby Bedon, Norwich. NR14 7DS   
www.johnhurrellandsons.co.uk 

Lawnmowers and Garden Machinery  
Sharpening, Service, Sales, Spares 

John Hurrell & Sons 

Reliable, Friendly, Family Business 

• Power Driven Petrol Mowers 
• New & Used Sales 
• Hedge Cutters, Chainsaws 
• Blower Vacs & All Garden Machinery 
• Shear Sharpening Service 

Prompt, Reliable, Professional Service With Over 40 years Experience.   
FREE Local Collection and Delivery.   

Authorised Hayter Stockist and Service Dealer 

Bottled FLO 
GAS Stockist 

01508 492244 

 Kingdom  

                landscapes 
 

Individual or whole landscaping projects 
 

For a free no obligation quote, please call with your enquiry. 
 

   Patios    Paths    Driveways    Walls    Fencing    Decking  
   Water features    Turfing    Clearance and renovation  
   General construction work 

 

Contact:  Darren Barnes, Nunns Cottage, Framingham Pigot,  
Norwich, NR14 7QJ 

 

For quality landscaping services call 07979724438 or  
01508 495588 or kingdom.landscapes@yahoo.co.uk 

 

Website:  www.kingdomlandscapes.co.uk 
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Alpington & Yelverton 

Village News 
Ashby St Mary 

Bergh Apton & District Society 
Bergh Apton Village Hall, Cooke’s Road, Bergh Apton NR15 1AA 
 

SUMMER 2026 
 

Whilst our Speaker evenings have closed, we are now operating the remaining visits and 
guided tours as follows – 
 

Wednesday 8th July - Guided tour of CARROW HOUSE, Bracondale, Norwich. £17.50  
 

Saturday 18th July - Summer Cromer Pier Show Ticket £30, Coach extra 
 

Friday 27th November - THURSFORD CHRISTMAS SHOW  
£62.50 ticket and coach. £10 deposit required now to hold place. 
 

Please contact Lynton Johnson to book places for any of the above, 01508 480629, 24 The 
Street, Thurton, NR14 6AL   raywylynj@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Enjoy the Summer and we look forward to opening our Autumn programme on 9th September 
at Bergh Apton Village Hall, Cooke’s Road at 7.30 pm with a talk on WEATHER. As usual there 
will be tea / coffee with biscuits, social business and our raffle. £4 pp at the door. 7.30 pm start. 
We hope to see new friends and familiar faces. 

Alpington Community Shop 

Our community shop is becoming established, 
and we have recruited more volunteers, which 
means that we are able to extend our opening 
hours.   
 

From the middle of May we will be opening on:  
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday: 8.30 to 10.30 am. 

Thursday: 8.30 am to 12.30 pm and 3 to 5.30 pm.  
(This means we overlap with the Hippy Chippy, so you can pick up 
some shopping when you get your fish and chips) 

Friday: 8.30 am to 12.30 pm and 2 to 4 pm. 

Saturday: 8.30 am to 12.30 pm. 
 

We are very grateful to those who have volunteered to help us, and 
to those who are patronising this venture.  As a Community Interest 
Company the profits we make will go into community projects, so 
please support us. 
 

Friends of St. Mary‘s Church, Yelverton 

We are making progress on our latest project, 
which is to restore and re-site the Harrison 
memorials in the chancel, and we still have places 
for our fund-raiser in aid of the work: Afternoon Tea 
and ‘Sunset’ on 28th June in the churchyard.  This 
is an opportunity to help us raise the £8,000 
needed for the restoration and to enjoy a summer 
afternoon with full afternoon tea (£15 per person) while listening to 
the steel band, now called ‘Sunset’, which entertained us at last 
year‘s coffee morning.   
 

If you have not yet booked, don‘t miss this opportunity. contact Mary 
Fewster on 01508 492059, or email m.fewster59@btinternet.com 

Bergh Apton  

St Mary’s Church - A Summer Celebration of 
Church Organ Music 
 

We are pleased to announce this special event taking place at St 
Mary’s Church on Saturday 1st August 2026 at 7 pm and would like 
to invite village and wider benefice friends and supporters to join us 
for a captivating evening as our historic village church is filled with 
glorious music. Norfolk organist Anthony Joule will be performing a 
programme of uplifting classics, familiar melodies and hidden gems. 
The programme will include masterpieces by George Frideric 
Handel and Sergei Rachmaninoff, alongside familiar melodies from 
Edward Elgar and Johann Pachelbel.  
 

Anthony, a professional classical musician, received his musical 
education at Chetham’s School of Music Manchester and then at 
Lancaster University. After several years as a cathedral lay clerk 
with a number of choirs, including St George’s Chapel Windsor, 
Litchfield Cathedral and York Minster –Anthony and family moved to 
Norfolk in 1991, where he took up the post of Director of Music at 
Hethersett Old School. Anthony now pursues a busy career as a 
freelance musician and teacher; he also enjoys working as a church 
organist. Anthony is also a composer – primarily of vocal and choral 
music and an A level examiner.  
 

The recital will be followed by a finger buffet and opportunity to catch 
up with friends. Please see our poster for ticket details.  All proceeds 
in aid of St Mary’s Church. 
 

Whether you are a lifelong organ enthusiast or simply enjoy music, 
all are welcome. We look forward to seeing you Saturday 1st 
August! 

“A Summer Celebration of Church Organ Music” 
 

Join us for a captivating evening as our historic village church is 
filled with glorious music. Experience the power, beauty, and 
intimacy of the organ in the hands of Norfolk organist Anthony 

Joule performing a programme of uplifting classics, familiar 
melodies and hidden gems. 

 

Our programme includes masterpieces by Handel and 
Rachmaninoff and familiar melodies from Pachelbel and Elgar. 

Whether you are a lifelong organ enthusiast or simply enjoy 
music, all are welcome! 

 

7 pm Saturday 1st August  
in St Mary’s Church, Ashby St Mary 

 

Tickets £12 to include finger buffet 
All proceeds in aid of St Mary’s Church 

 

For tickets and enquiries please ring 01508 528480 or  
01508 480748 or email anita_kemp611@hotmail.com St Mary’s Church, Yelverton 
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Village News 
Carleton St Peter 

Claxton 

St Andrew’s Church News 
On Saturday 20th June, from midday, Claxton PCC are trying 
something a bit different. Join us for an Open Garden with music 
and refreshments as well as a guided tour of Ducan’s Marsh (SSI) 
and children’s activities in the village hall. There will also be a 
floral exhibition in St. Andrew’s Church. (See poster on Page 10). 
 

We are hoping to raise monies to make much needed repairs to 
the church porch. For further details please contact Sarah Carter 
carterclaxton@tiscali.co.uk  01508 480555 
 

Community Café 
Our well attended April Café, had an Easter theme. The children 
enjoyed Easter-based craft activities and many of our bakes had 
an Easter flavour. As it was in the school holidays it was lovely to 
have so many families there. We also had some enthusiastic and 
much appreciated help from visiting grandchildren. A raffle in aid 
of the church porch raised £90. 
 

Our last two community cafés before the summer will be held on 
Wednesday 3rd June and Wednesday 1st July from 10 am until 
12 midday. If you haven’t visited us yet do come along and enjoy 
freshly brewed tea or coffee, bacon rolls or choose from a variety 
of home-baked cakes. 
 

We continue to be grateful to the small group from Thurton who 
have been helping to clear up after the café. Their efforts have 
made a real difference.  
 

Claxton Social Club 
Where can you enjoy a pint of ale or a glass of wine for £3?
Claxton Village Hall on a Friday evening from 8 pm until 11 pm. 
Everyone is welcome. 

Changes to the Church Council in Bramerton 
 

As already indicated in an insert to the last edition of “Eleven 
Says” circulated in Bramerton the current membership of 
Bramerton Parochial Church Council is due to change soon. 
 

It is a small Committee that runs the affairs of Bramerton Church. 
After many significant achievements most of the existing 
membership feel that it is time to step down. This is where others 
might come in! 
 

Over a period of the last three years over £100,000 has been 
raised to fund structural repairs to the Chancel roof and 
refurbishment of our magnificent Church Clock. These and other 
projects have been concluded leaving the Church well placed and 
in good condition to serve the local community. 

Reflecting on how the Church might now move forward all in the 
Village are invited to explore the possibility of becoming more 
involved. It would be a great shame if the current momentum is 
lost. 
 

This is not a lifetime commitment but they might like to “give it a 
try” for 1, 2 or 3 years. They might find it exciting to be involved in 
the community in which they live and the possibilities and heritage 
which our Church can offer to local people living here. 
 

Any inquiries please contact Rev Nick Garrard (01508 538014) or 
Roger Smith (01508 538225). 

Bramerton  

Bramerton Village Hall Community News  
 
Saturday 11th July - Village picnic from 5 pm onwards. 
Pack a picnic for a summer evening out! Perfect for families so 
please bring the children. You can play games or just sit and 
relax, chat with friends and neighbours, and enjoy your food! 
 
Would you like to get involved and maybe help the community?  
We need more people to help out with planning community events 
and the upkeep of the hall. We would be very grateful if new 
people with new ideas and skills would join our happy team to 
help keep the Village Hall and our community spirit alive. The hall 
is a valuable asset and vital part of village life.  
 

Your input does not have to take up lots of time; many hands 
make light work! We meet four times a year for about an hour. We 
would love anyone with ideas for social events, legs to help 
deliver leaflets, time to help with shopping for events, energy to 
clean out the gutters twice a year - whatever it is you can offer - 
we would be so grateful for more hands on deck!  
 

Please email bramertonvillagehall@gmail.com  
 
Why not book the hall?  
We have fitness and wellbeing classes, singing and dancing 
groups and craft workshops throughout the year. Check Facebook 
and village noticeboards for updates. You can book the hall for 
parties, get togethers and business meetings. We offer WIFI, lots 
of parking, a pool table, table tennis and a well equipped kitchen.  
 

For updates follow Bramerton Village Hall on Facebook. 

Church News 
 

Carleton st Peter has seen the funeral of two committee members 
in April. A big congregation said a very sad goodbye to Jane Ives 
who passed away due to cancer. Jane was always smiling and 
had so many strengths and she brought a new life to our 
committee. Jane worked for Norwich City Council for a number of 
years and was a great organiser and excellent baker and will be 
missed by us all. Our thoughts and prayers go out to her children 
Alex and Becky and her family. 
 

The funeral of Myrtle Wright also took place at the end of April and 
saw people standing outside. Myrtle held the position of church 
secretary for over 15 years and was always at the many church 
events she helped organise. She was part of the committee that 
saw the raising of funds towards getting the church painted and 
the rebuilding of the porch. Her quiet gentle nature always meant 
she kept a level head. Her son-in-law, Dick Fisher, has worked 
tirelessly in the churchyard for both funerals to ensure it was 
perfect on both occasions, thank you from us all. Myrtle leaves 
behind three daughters, Lydia, Sally and Joanne, grandchildren 
and great grandchildren. Joanne has been on the Church 
Committee for the last two years. Myrtle lived in Carleton st Peter 
all of her married life to Paul and helped him run the famous 
Buckingham sailing club as well as being secretary to the late 
Peter Grey and then the Loddon Youth Association. She is now 
reunited with her beloved husband Paul and her young brother 
who was killed in the war. Our thoughts and prayers are with you 
all. 
 

Our Easter service was very well supported so much so we ran 
out of service sheets. It was lovely to see so many people and the 
church was full of daffodils. 
 

Finally, a reminder that the church flower festival is on the 1st and 
2nd August which I hope will bring us all together as a community. 
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Village News 

Rockland St Mary  

Claxton continued . . .  Surlingham 

GARDEN PARTY 
 

Cottage on the Beck, Fox Road, Framingham Pigot, NR14 7PZ                           
 

Sunday 16th August at 2 pm 
 

A variety of stalls including: Plant Stall – Tombola - Cake Stall 
 

Children’s Games and Crafts. Light Refreshments  
 

Proceeds in aid of EACH ‘the nook’, Hallswood Animal 
Sanctuary and St Andrew's Church, Framingham Pigot 

 

Donations for all the stalls are welcome, please leave in front 
porch or contact Leeanne on 07775439055 to arrange delivery 

Rockland St Mary & District Gardening Club 
 

Our next garden 
visit will be on 26th 
June with a guided 
tour of the Vicarage 
Garden, Shropham. 
Then on 23rd July 
we visit the cottage 
garden of Lynton 
and Ray who live in 
Thurton. Monies 
raised from these 
visits go to the 
host’s named 
charity.    
 

Please see our 
poster on the right 
highlighting our 
Summer Show 
which is open to all.  
 

Anyone wishing to 
join the Gardening 
Club please contact 
Ruth Everett, 
01508 538231. 
Email 
everettapplebee@hotmail.co.uk 

St. Andrew’s Church, Claxton  
 

Join us on Saturday 20th June, 12 – 5 pm 
 

for Mid summer music and much more! 
 

Music and refreshments* in the garden 
 

Guided tour of Ducan’s Marsh. Children’s crafts and activities 
 

Church floral exhibition. Raffle 
 

Parking and toilets available in the village hall 
 

For additional information contact carterclaxton@tiscali.co.uk 
 

*in the event of bad weather this will be in the village hall 

Framingham Pigot 

St. Mary‘s Church News  
 

Easter was celebrated not only with flowers and sunshine but with 
the Butterfly Trail through the village. In the Church on Easter 
Monday there was a butterfly decorating workshop and teas. There 
are still beautiful butterfly drawings to be seen in the Church. 
 

The Group Quiz, hosted by Surlingham but with the help of Claxton 
and in their Village Hall, was held on 25th April with quiz masters 
Clive and Charlie. There was a good spread of tricky questions 
which gave us all a smile. There was a Chilli Feast rounded off with 
cooling magnums and the quiz winners by a small margin were:  
The Claxton Clueless Team! 
 

Clive Evans has been awarded the British Empire Medal for his 
years of fund raising work for the Priscilla Bacon Hospice. He and 
Alexandra are a great support for the Church too. 
 

Pippa 

Friends Of Surlingham School 
(FOSS) 
 

The local children and the community made 
use of the lovely weather over the Easter 
break to enjoy the butterfly trail coordinated by 
Friends Of Surlingham School. 
 

Before the end of term, maps were created by 
Sarah Wollerton showing the locations of the 
beautifully decorated butterflies. 
 

Spelling skills were used to create the word 
"community" from the letter displayed on each 
butterfly. At the end of the trail FOSS gave 
people the opportunity to buy a butterfly board 
to keep.  
 

From kind donations and the sale of the 
butterflies FOSS are very happy to say the 
event raised £345.33 for the children at 
Surlingham school. 
 

FOSS would like to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone involved including the local 
business who helped by selling maps and 
hosting butterfly boards. 
 

Craig, Charlotte and Sally 
Friends of Surlingham School (FOSS) 

Rockland Open Gardens Festival  
 

Saturday 13th June, 10 am - 4 pm. 
 

£5 per adult, children free. Maps and tickets from the Parish 
Room, The Street, Rockland. All proceeds to Friends of  

Rockland St Mary School (FORMS) 
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Village News 
Thurton 

 

 

Beautiful Summer sunshine shining through  
the trees lining a leafy country lane  

  Alder   Ash   Aspen  Beech  Birch   Chestnut  Cottonwood Dogwood 
 Elm   Fir   Hawthorn  Hickory  Locust   Madrone  Maple  Oak 
 Palm   Pine   Poplar  Redwood  Sequoia  Walnut  Willow  Yew 

Trees Word Search 
 

We are lucky to have so many trees, of all shapes and sizes, creating woodland areas and forests, and shaping beautiful landscapes 
everywhere. With so many varieties spanning our countryside, they really are a sight to behold. See how many you can find in this puzzle. 



12 

Simmonds Clockmaking Ltd 
MEMBER OF THE BRITISH HOROLOGICAL INSTITUTE 

 

Repairer, Conserver and Maker of Clocks 
 

Tel/Fax: (01508) 548085 
 

No. 3, The Raveningham Centre, Beccles Road,  
Raveningham, NORWICH. NR14  6NU 

 

www.clockmaking.co.uk 

Products and services advertised in this publication are not necessarily endorsed by the Eleven Says editorial board.   
 

Articles in this publication do not necessarily express the views of the Bramerton Group Clergy or the Eleven Says editorial board.  

Buyer of old car spares, manuals and badges. 
Also interested in enamel signs, pub memorabilia,  

coins, tools, old toys, air rifles and any other  
old interesting objects. 

PAWS &        
       CLAWS 
       Grooming 

 
 

A complete dog grooming service 
with kindness and care. All breeds 

welcome. Trimming, Grooming, 
Shampooing, Nail Clipping,  

Ear Cleaning 
 

Telephone Jane on 
 

01508 538757 

If there is a project that you feel we 
could help you with, please contact us  

on 07930 378804 
Email: gbgcivilsltd@gmail.com 
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NORFOLK SOCIETY 
AWARD WINNER 

G J STOKES 
NORFOLK REED THATCHER 

 

FREE ADVICE and ESTIMATES 
COUNCIL APPROVED.  
COMPETITIVE RATES 

 

PEAR TREES, RECTORY LANE,  
ROCKLAND ST MARY,  
NORFOLK. NR14 7EY 

 

Tel: 01508 538267 
 

07715 711637 
 

Email: enquiries@gjstokes.co.uk 
 

Website:  www.gjstokes.co.uk 

Rockland St Mary Post Office  
and Store  

 

Open 7 days a week for all your local needs  
 

All Post office services including:  
 

Free cash withdrawals / Deposits from most 
major banks, Euros and Dollars in stock.  

Motor vehicle licence office. Evri, Amazon, 
DPD Inpost locker as well as Royal Mail. 

 

Store: Fresh fruit, Vegetables and Milk, Fresh 
Bread baked in store. Wide range of 
Groceries, Newspapers, Magazines, 

Stationery, Greeting Cards, Off Licence, 
Sweets, Soft Drinks, Ice-cream. Electric,  

Gas and Mobile Phone Top-ups.  
National Lottery and more.  

 

HOT and COLD FOOD and DRINKS TO GO  
 

Call Karen, Alan or Emma Tranter  
01508 538123  

rocklandstmarypo@hotmail.com  
 

Opening Times 
 Shop: Mon-Thur: 8am-7pm. Fri-Sat: 8am-8pm.  
Sun and Bank Holidays: 9 am-4 pm  

 

 

PO: Mon-Fri: 9am - 1pm. 1.30pm - 5.30pm.  
 Sat: 9am - 12.30pm 

‘Applebee’ 
Rockland St Mary 
01508 538231 

 

Beekeeping equipment, 
courses and advice 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Local Honey for sale 
 

Selection of local grown fruit 
and vegetables available 

 

Contact: 
Ruth and John Everett 

Firewood 
Seasoned Hardwood, mostly Ash, Oak, Beech 

Softwood and Mixed loads also available 
 

Available from Autumn 2018 onwards  
 
 

Free delivery 10 miles radius of Framingham Pigot  
Delivered in bulk bags or tipper trailer loads  

 
 

Contact:  Darren Barnes, Nunns Cottage,  
  Framingham Pigot, Norwich. NR14 7QJ 

 
 

07979724438 or 01508 495588  
           kingdom.landscapes@yahoo.co.uk 

                

          www.kingdomlandscapes.co.uk 

POWLES 
PLASTERING 

SERVICES 
 

 

All aspects of plastering 
 

Over 35 years experience 
 

No job too small 
 

Professional. Clean. Reliable 
 

Contact JOHN  
  

01508 484176   07951 855344  
 

or email 
 

johnpowles@gmail.com 

Tiling      Laminate Flooring 
 

Plaster Repairs      Decorating 
 

Fixtures and Fittings 
 

Fencing      Paving 
 

Flat Pack Assembly 
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VOLUNTEER DRIVERS NEEDED IN 
YOUR AREA! 

 

DO YOU ENJOY DRIVING? 

MEETING PEOPLE? 

  HELPING OTHERS? 
 

WHY NOT GIVE A GIFT OF A LIFT 
 

As a Travel Norfolk Volunteer driver, you'll help people get to: 
• Medical and Health Care appointments 
• Day Care 
• Essential Shopping 
• Social activities; 

 

Unpaid role. Expenses covered for every journey. Learn how you can 
make a big impact by becoming a volunteer driver.  
www.norfolk.gov.uk/volunteerdrivers or call us at  

0344 800 8020 (Mon – Fri. 0900 - 1700) 



 

HELEN SAPEY  
MSSCh. MBChA 
 

QUALIFIED SURGICAL 
CHIROPODIST  
VISITING PRACTITIONER 
Registered Member of the British 
Chiropody Association 

 

Call: 01508 480137 or 
07765620561 for a home visit 

Surlingham Timeshare Swimming Pool 
 

Are you interested in having an indoor heated 
swimming pool exclusively for yourself, family or 
friends?  If so, please ring (01508) 538206.   
 

3, 6 or 12 monthly bookings for weekly slots 
available, also one offs. Open seven days a week 
6.30 am - 10 pm. We are situated 6 miles SE of 
Norwich between Surlingham and Rockland St 
Mary. 

 

Yare Valley Farm Shop open 8 am - 9 pm. Producers of Yare Valley 
Rapeseed Oil. To order: 01508 538206 or www.yarevalleyoils.co.uk 

HOLIDAY LET.   
The Barn at the Well House, Rockland St Mary. 1 bedroom barn 
available for holiday lets, weekend stays, etc. All amenities. Call Lisa 
Reynolds, 07939 037743 or 01508 538551 or email: 
lchreynolds@gmail.com. 
 

VILLAGE HALLS 
Alpington and Yelverton – Main hall, large committee / club room, kitchen 
and dining area. Excellent heating. Car park. Children’s play area. 
£10.50 an hour for regular user groups and private functions. Business 
and trade £21 an hour. For bookings email: 
alpingtonvillagehall@gmail.com or call mobile 07747 443567, Website 
address: www.alpingtonvillagehall.wordpress.com.  
 

Ashby and Thurton - Main hall with kitchen facilities and/or committee 
room available for private hire per hour, day or half day. Discounted 
rates for regular contract bookings. Ideal for meeting groups and social 
activities. Please contact Laura Vaissiere, telephone: 01508 480773 or 
email: ashbythurtonvillagehall@gmail.com.. 
 

Bergh Apton –  Large main hall with stage plus smaller room, fully-fitted 
kitchen, heating throughout.  Disabled toilet with baby-changing area.  
Large car park, gardens and play park.  Contact Hilary Ling on 01508 
480439 or email hilary.ling@btinternet.com. 
 

Bramerton - Spacious, refurbished hall with separate fully equipped 
kitchen. Free Wi-Fi. Beautiful enclosed garden and large car park. 
Disabled facilities. £9 per hour, minimum hire 2 hours. Daily rate 
available and discounted rates for regular bookings. Please contact 
Alison, 07976264469 or Duncan, 01508 538444. 
 

Claxton & Carleton St Peter - Spacious refurbished well-equipped hall. 
Fitted kitchen. Ideal for one-off functions and regular users. Disabled 
facilities. Large car park. Free high speed broadband. £10 per hour or by 
session. Bar available. Contact Judy Jackson, 01508 480128 or Sarah 
Carter, 01508 480555, or email: contact@claxtonvillagehall.co.uk.  
Website: www.claxtonvillagehall.co.uk 
 

Rockland St Mary - Margaret Mack Hall available evenings and 
weekends for private parties, meetings and social activities. Rates per 
hour or per day. Contact after 4 pm please, Deb Sayles, 01508 537077, 
or email: deborah.sayles8@gmail.com . 
 

 Rockland St Mary - The Parish Room is available for hire. With excellent 
kitchen facilities it is ideal for social functions, parties, clubs and 
meetings. Hire rates are extremely reasonable. Contact Jayne Regan, 
01508 538087. 
 

Surlingham - Village Hall available evenings and weekends for private 
parties, meetings and social activities. Rates per hour. Please email: 
bookings@surlingham-pc.gov.uk or leave a voicemail 07960 887791. 

MATT STEELE  
Carpet & Upholstery Cleaning  

 
 

Over 20 Years Experience  
 
 

01603 360160 
 

View our work on Facebook 
@ Matt Steele Cleaning Services  

or 
www.carpetcleannorwich.co.uk  
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Singing!   
 

Yare Village Voices 
 

Friendly local singing group run by a professional singer/teacher 
Thursday afternoons in Rockland St Mary. 

No experience required. All welcome. First session free.  
 

To find out more text:  07748186511  
 

or email: Louise99@me.com. 

We hope you 
enjoy reading 
Eleven Says.  
Comments or 
ideas for 
improvement 
will be greatly 
appreciated.  
 
Please 
remember to 
send us your 
village news / 
future events, 
etc., as not all 
our readers 
look on social 
media, 
therefore, local 
fundraising 
events could 
be missed.  
 
Liz and Angie 

5* Reviews - Accredited Trusted Trader 
 

First Class Customer Service 
 

We will measure up, bring along samples & give advice 
 

CARPET - LVT - VINYL - LAMINATE 
 

We move furniture on the fitting day for you 
 

Call our Chedgrave Showroom 01508 830 377 
Email: info@dragonflyflooring.co.uk 

www.dragonflyflooring.co.uk 
The beautiful flower display seen 

at the entrance to Yelverton 
Church Easter Day Service  



Thurton Benefice 
 
Revd Chris Ellis 
The Rectory  
29 Ashby Road 
THURTON 
NR14 6AX 
Tel: 01508 484174 
Email: 
rector.thurtonbenefice@btinternet.com 
 
Explorers and HALOS are held at 
Thurton Village Hall every other Friday 
evening. 
 

For more information please contact 
Gary WATSON 
Youth Worker 
Norwich Youth for Christ 
Floor 2, Carrow House, King Street,  
NORWICH. NR1 2TG 
Tel:  01603 620678.   07747 471218 
Email: gwatson@norwichyfc.co.uk 
 

Website: www.norwichyfc.co.uk 

CLERGY OF THE BRAMERTON GROUP 
 

ROMAN CATHOLIC PARISH OF 
PORINGLAND and LODDON 
 

Parish Priest: Fr Karol Porczak,  
St George’s Catholic Church,  
.223 Sprowston Road, Norwich,  
NR3 4HZ.  
Website: ourladyporingland.wordpress.com 
Tel: 01603 426971 

Times of Masses 
 

Sunday 8.45 am  
Wednesday  10 am 
Friday 5 pm Confession and Adoration 
 6 pm Mass 
 

Please check our website for weekday Mass 
times which may vary. 
 
 

Clergy rest days: 
 

Monday     Revd Chris Ellis 
Thursday     Revd Mandy Ansell  
Friday   Revd Nick Garrard  
   Revd Helen Garrard 
Safeguarding Officer  

Leo Smith  01508 493695 

 

ELEVEN SAYS EDITORIAL BOARD 
 

Liz Bloomfield: Editor, Treasurer, Adverts 
The Bloomfields, Nichols Corner, Church 
Meadow Lane, Alpington, NR14 7NF 
Tel: 01508 493958 
 

Angie Yeomans: Adverts, Contributions, 
Page Layout and Design 
15 Bramerton Lodge, Bramerton, NR14 7EQ. 
Tel: 01508 538131 (Answerphone) 
 

Kind donations may be sent to one of the 
addresses above either by cash, or cheque made 
payable to Eleven Says, or by BACS payment to 
Eleven Says  20-92-08  a/c  90137065. 
 

Contributions are welcome subject to the 
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Rockland St Mary 
NORWICH 
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Email: nickgarr39@aol.com 
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Green 
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Green 

 
28th June 
Trinity 4 
Green 

 
5th July 
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Green 
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Trinity 6 
Green 

 
19th July 
Trinity 7 
Green 

 
26th July 
Trinity 8 
Green 

 
2nd Aug 
Trinity 9 
Green 

Ashby St Mary 11.00 
PT 

    11.00 
HC 

11.00 
MP 
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09.30 

PT   
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PT 
09.30 
HC 

09.30 
PT 

10.00 
BENEFICE 

HC 

09.30 
PT  

09.30 
PT 

Bramerton     09.30 
HC   

16.00 
Open Air 
service 

 11.00 
FW 

Carleton St Peter 
11.00  
MP       

11.00  
MP         

Claxton 
09.30 
HC   09.30 

MW   09.30 
HC   09.30 

MW   09.30 
HC 

Framingham 
Pigot 

09.30 
HC 

BCP 
  11.00 

HC   
09.30 
HC 

BCP 

16.00 
Marriage 

Celebration 
Service 

11.00 
HC  

09.30  
HC 

BCP 

Kirby Bedon     11.00 
HC       11.00  

Mattins     

Rockland St 
Mary 

  
10.00 

BENEFICE 
HC 

  
10.30 -12 

Café Church in 
Parish Room 

16.00 
Still at The Barn 

09.30 
HC   

11.00 
 GROUP 

HC at 
Hellington 

  

Surlingham       11.00 
HC   11.00 

HC       

Thurton 11.00 
HC      11.00 

HC      11.00 
HC 

Yelverton 09.30 
PT 

10.00 
BENEFICE 

HC 

09.30 
HC  09.30 

PT  09.30 
HC  09.30 

PT 

NEXT ASSEMBLY: SATURDAY 25th JULY, BERGH APTON VILLAGE HALL, COOKE’S ROAD, NR15 1AA, 9 am - 11 am (approx) 

 

CODE:  HC = Holy Communion;  E Praise = Evening Praise; FC = Family Communion; FW = Family Worship;   
MP = Morning Prayer; EP = Evening Prayer; .PT = Parish Team;  VM = Vestry Meeting 
 

Midweek Communions held in June and July can be found on Page 5. 

Bible Readings Sunday by Sunday: June and July 2026 
 

Date   Old Testament   Epistle     Gospel 
 

07/06/26 Hosea 5.15-6:6  Romans 4.13-25  Matthew 9.9-13,18-26    Trinity 1 
14/06/26 Exodus 19.2-8a  Romans 5.1-8  Matthew 9.35-10.8 [9-23]  Trinity 2 
21/06/26 Jeremiah 20.7-13  Romans 6.1b-11  Matthew 10.24-39   Trinity 3 
28/06/26 Jeremiah 28.5-9   Romans 6.12-23  Matthew 10.40-42   Trinity 4 
05/07/26 Zechariah 9.9-12  Romans 7.15-25a  Matthew 11.16-19,25-30  Trinity 5 
12/07/26 Isaiah 55.10-13  Romans 8.1-11  Matthew 13.1-9,18-23  Trinity 6 
19/07/26 Isaiah 44.6-8  Romans 8.12-25  Matthew 13.24-30,36-43  Trinity 7 
26/07/26 1 Kings 3.5-12  Romans 8.26-39  Matthew 13.31-33,44-52  Trinity 8 
02/08/26 Isaiah 55.1-5  Romans 9.1-5  Matthew 14.13-21   Trinity 9 

Please note:  At Holy Communion, where only two readings are used, the first reading will usually be the Epistle, 
and the second will always be the Gospel reading. At other services where two readings are used, the first will 
usually be the Old Testament reading, and the second can be either the Epistle or the Gospel readings. 

Thurton Benefice: Revd. Chris Ellis – Ashby St Mary. Thurton. Bergh Apton. Framingham Pigot. Yelverton with Alpington. 
Rockland St Mary Benefice: Revds. Nick and Helen Garrard.  Revd Mandy Ansell  – Bramerton. Carleton. Claxton. Kirby Bedon. Rockland. Surlingham. 

I’m just sitting on the fence reading my 11 Says 
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