Sermon for Trinity Sunday 31st May 2026

As a family we enjoyed watching the progress of Artemis II last month as it made its voyage around the far side of the moon. The girls were particularly wowed by the images of earth taken from space. The Artemis mission evoked similar sentiments to the Apollo program in the 60’s when astronaut Bill Anders said we came all this way to explore the Moon and the most important thing we discovered is the Earth and James Irwin from Apollo 15 who said Earth shrank to the size of a marble, the most beautiful you can imagine.

These quotes and the awe-inspiring pictures we’ve seen looking back at the Earth, remind us of our place in the universe – as does our passage from Isaiah 40:

This beautiful poem asks us to consider who is capable of holding the waters of the earth in the hollow of his hand or marking off the dimensions of the heavens. Who knows the weight of the mountains and the hills? Of course, it is God to whom the writer points. God –  who on Trinity Sunday we remember is Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Three persons in one. This concept can be challenging for us to understand or hold in our mind’s eye. But CS Lewis reassures us that it’s actually our lived experience as Christians – God is real and we experience him in literally 3 dimensions. 

Lewis gives the example of prayer. We pray to God – bringing our thoughts, troubles & hopes before him. But we’ve been prompted to pray in the first place by a bit of God within us, the spirit of God nudging us. Whilst praying we may bring to mind all we know about Christ from reading the gospels and who even now, stands next to us in the quietness. 

So God before us, God within us and God standing with us in the moment. 

This ‘three in one’ was the experience of the early Christians too. They worshiped the unchanging God of Israel - but also ate, drank and lived with Jesus who unashamedly claimed to be the same God, and after he ascended, they received the spirit – finding a piece of God within themselves. If you were making up a religion – you wouldn’t make it this complicated! But the theology of the Trinity is a revealed reality and when the early church cemented their belief in the three person God by including it in the Nicene Creed - which we still say today – it’s because that was their lived experience too. 

It is this God to whom the writer of Isaiah is pointing us. It is this 3 person God who has measured the heavens and weighed the mountains. It is in comparison to Him that the nations are like a drop in the bucket or particles of dust on the scales. It is this God who knows us and loves us. 

In fact, he loves us so much he has gifted this beautiful earth he has created into our care. Genesis says we have been given dominion over it. But with that comes responsibility. Our generation has the clearest evidence yet of the way we are mismanaging the earth and failing in that God-given responsibility of care - for the fish of the sea, birds of the air and everything living thing upon the earth. The burning of fossil fuels over the last hundred years has poured carbon dioxide into the earth’s atmosphere. This in turn has trapped more of the heat we receive from the sun and our planet has warmed as a result. A warmer earth leads to melting polar ice, rising sea levels, coastal erosion, habitat loss, species becoming extinct, water shortages, crop failure, human migration and suffering of many kinds. 

If we agree with the Psalmist that ‘the earth is the Lord’s and everything in it’ AND with Genesis that we have been given temporary stewardship of his wonderful creation - then our faith should shape our response to the climate emergency. 

Our Gospel reading from Matthew is known as the great commission, Jesus - who is reaching the end of his earthly ministry - sending his disciples out. Significantly, the location - being up a mountain - has echoes of when Jesus was tempted in the desert and satan took him up to a high place and offered to give him all the kingdoms of the earth if he would only bow down and worship him. 

Now, after his death and resurrection, Jesus stands on top of a mountain with authority not just over the earth but also of heaven ‘all authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me – therefore go..’ and the instruction is to go and make disciples of all nations. 

God is God of the whole earth and the Good News is for everyone. 

Similarly, we should share our faith that God created this fantastic earth, created us in his own image and set us as stewards over this blue-jewel of a planet. We are called at times to live counterculturally and lead by example – making different choices and putting the wellbeing of others above our own convenience or comfort. 

The scale of the climate challenge can feel overwhelming. But our second reading spurs us on ‘encourage one another, be of one mind, strive for full restoration and the God of love and peace will be with you’. We are reminded that with God, everything is possible. So, how to respond? We should PRAY & CHANGE. PRAY for climate leadership – that politicians will make wiser choices and give the climate emergency a higher priority, PRAY for the church to lead by example and stand-up for climate justice and PRAY for those most affected by the famines and the floods; CHANGE – change to a greener bank or energy supplier, CHANGE your transport and travel choices and CHANGE your shopping and eating habits. 

Discipleship has a practical dimension: how we live our lives, our priorities and choices are seen by others and should reflect our relationship with a loving God  – father, son and holy spirit. Amen  





