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St Oswald’s Parish Church, Dean  

Directory 
 

Ministry Team: 

Clergy:    Canon Jane Charman   

Lay Minister:    Michael Bonner   

 

Parochial Church Council:  

Clergy  Canon Jane Charman   

Lay Chair  Clare Chittenden 

Churchwarden: Clare Chittenden (Safeguarding) 01946 861089 

Secretary   

Treasurer & Deanery Synod Rep. Michael Bonner 

Elected:     Sheila Eynon   Eleanor Gate 

  Fiona Hammond        
           

Enquiries regarding Baptisms, Weddings & Funerals please contact  

Grasmoor Mission Community Administrator, GMC Office,  

South Street Community Hall, South Street, Cockermouth, CA13 9RU  

- Tel: 017687 75742 - Email: gmcoffice@grasmoormc.church 
 

anyone requiring a home visit (occasional or regular) should contact the 

Churchwarden, Clare Chittenden on 01946 861089  

who will be happy to make the arrangements. 
 

Verger:     Clare Chittenden  01946 861089 

Honorary Treasurer:  Michael Bonner   01900 605536 

Church Flowers:   Eleanor Gate   01900 872568 

Magazine Editor:   Kevin Tolchard   07540 620811 

Email: Kevin.DeanParishnews@Gmail.com 

Services and activities  
St Oswald’s Church is open 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and welcomes 
all who wish to visit. Our Sunday morning services are at 10.00 a.m. – on 
the 1st Sunday of each month we have a traditional Book of Common Prayer 
said Holy Communion, the 2nd a Common Worship Morning Prayer with hymns 
& refreshments, the 3rd a short said Celtic Morning Prayer & the 4th a full 
Common Worship Holy Communion with hymns & refreshments. 
 
More information about our Church including Services can be found at 
www.achurchnearyou.com/dean-st-oswald and on Facebook.  

mailto:gmcoffice@grasmoormc.church
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/dean-st-oswald
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Editor's Letter 
 

A warm welcome to the July & August edition of our Dean Parish News. 

There is something especially lovely about this time of year in our villages. The longer 
days, lighter evenings and gardens full of colour seem to encourage us all to slow down 
a little, spend more time outdoors and enjoy the simple pleasures of village life. It is a 
season that reminds us how fortunate we are to live in such a friendly and beautiful 
community. 

In this month’s issue, you will find a mixture of local news, upcoming events and 
community updates. From Scarecrow festival charity updates and fundraisers to club 
meetings and parish notices, there is plenty to look forward to. I hope there will be 
something here that catches your eye, and perhaps inspires you to come along, lend a 
hand or simply cheer on those who give so much of their time to keep village life active 
and enjoyable. 

One of the best things about living in a village is the way people look out for one another 
and come together, whether for a special event or in the ordinary moments of everyday 
life. July gives us a wonderful excuse to make the most of that spirit — to stop for a chat, 
support a local cause, or simply enjoy being part of a community that always values 
neighbourliness and connection. 

My thanks, as always, go to everyone who has contributed articles, announcements 
and photographs for this issue. This newsletter is very much a shared effort, and it 
would not exist without the kindness, enthusiasm and involvement of local people. If 
you have news to share for a future edition, I would be delighted to hear from you. 

Next edition will be in September 2026 

With very best wishes for a happy, peaceful and sunny Summer.  

Kevin  

Editor, Dean Parish News 

 

Deadline for the September edition is 15th August. 

Kevin.DeanParishNew@gmail.com 

---------------------------------------------------------- 
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CHURCH NEWS 

The 5th of August is the date of the death of St Oswald, King of Northumbria, in 

642, and, as our Parish Church here in Dean is dedicated to him, we celebrate his life 

on the Sunday in August nearest to the 5th, so this year on Sunday 2nd at 10 a.m. with a 

service of Holy Communion.  

Although he lived during his reign in Bamburgh Castle on the North Sea coast of 

Northumberland, he travelled a great deal with St Aidan who he had summoned from 

Iona to help him spread the Christian Gospel of Good News all around his kingdom 

and beyond – Aidan spoke only in his own language, so King Oswald acted as his 

translator. There is evidence that the pair did visit Grasmere, where the Parish Church 

is dedicated to St Oswald, and we know that it was his influence which brought monks 

from Caulder Abbey about 500 years later to regularly visit Dean and set up first the 

Preaching Cross and then our lovely old building as the heart of the village 850 years 

ago.  

So, it is right and proper that we should remember him 1,384 years later. And not 

just him. Because of what he did during his reign, down the years many people with 

the same Good News have followed in his footsteps and left their mark here too, 

making Dean Parish what it is today. It is doubtful whether this place would be as it is 

now had education not been brought here first by the setting of the boys’ grammar 

school in the churchyard in 1597, and rebuilt, larger, by the same donor 20 years later. 

Then, in 1815, we were blessed by the arrival of the Sherwen Dynasty – first Samuel 

who served the parish well, and who decided that girls as well as boys ought to be 

educated, and, in the 1860s had the girls’ school erected on the site where Dean CofE 

School sits today at his own personal expense. He was followed as Rector of Dean in 

1870 by his nephew William who, also at his own expense, had the girls’ school 

converted to a “National School” for girls & boys in 1890, after the old grammar 

school was condemned as unfit for purpose.  

It was also William who, in 1912, had the Kirkstile Rooms beside the Church 

built as a gathering place for the parishioners, again at his own expense. William was 

succeeded by his son William Basil in 1915 who held the position of Rector of Dean 

until 1943. It is very doubtful whether Dean Parish would have been as it is today had 

it not been served by that dynasty over those 128 years, and it is equally doubtful if 

they would have been here had not Oswald & Aidan influenced this place almost 1,400 

years ago, which is why, in the south east corner of St Oswald’s Parish Church Dean 

there is a rather special stained glass window of the pair of them. 

 

   Michael Bonner – Lay Minister - Dean  
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

 
During the spring I have attended a number of open access talks on Saturday mornings; 

coordinated by Lois our Community Chaplain for the Grassmoor Mission Community.  

Topics covered have included Digital Inclusion, Effective Listening, Supporting Mental 

Health and most recently Dignity in Dementia. Funding has been obtained from a number of 

sources to enable these to be free or a voluntary contribution from attendees. 

These sessions have been appreciated by many people and led by expert facilitators.  

See the details of the next event in this magazine, feel free to come along. 

Did you know about these Cockermouth based services? 

Perhaps a friend or neighbour would like to attend these “get togethers” or someone you know 

may like a linked in friend. 

Together at 2                     Chatty Lunch Club                      Comfort Café 

 

We have a number of residents who assist in keeping the verges clean and tidy by bringing litter 

home from their walks around our villages thank you to everyone who already helps in this way. 

Recently it was pointed out that some litter has appeared in fields neighbouring our roads. Please 

be aware that this can endanger lives of our valued farm stock, we need to make sure we are all 

tidy to keep the animals safe. 

The end of the Summer term involves many goodbyes and plans for changes ahead, we 

send all our very best wishes for their future. 

Also, we hope everyone has a wonderful summer. 

Clare Chittenden 
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New Skills for Summer 
Staying Safe Online 

10am – 12pm Saturday 11th July 
At Christ Church Community Hall, Cockermouth 

Vital advice for anyone using digital or supporting others to do their 
banking, shopping or anything else online and how to keep their personal 

information secure  
www.grasmoormc.church/community  

 

http://www.grasmoormc.church/community
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Christian Aid week 2026 Outcome 
 

 

The amount collected during Christian Aid week in the Parish this 
year was £846, including Gift Aid and on-line donations, which was 
the same amount as 2 years ago and slightly higher than last year’s 

total. It would not have been achieved without everybody’s 
contributions, large or small, which do go a long way in Christian 

Aid’s hands by its use of local agencies to provide aid in each 
country. 

 
A big thank you for the generosity of everyone who contributed to 

making a difference to those less fortunate than ourselves and also 
to those who delivered the envelopes, or acted as a collection point 

for them, without whom it would also not have been possible. 
 

 
 

Dean Arts and Scarecrow Festival Committee 
AGM Tuesday 7th July at 7.30pm in the Kirkstile Community 

Centre Dean. 
 

We will be electing Officers for Chair; Secretary and Treasurer at this 
meeting. 

The AGM will be followed by a short meeting to finalise the finance 
outcome for the 2026 Scarecrow Festival 

 
All welcome, particularly anyone from Deanscales who would be 

interested in coming on the committee 
 

Further information ring Carol Thomas on 01900 603073. 
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DEAN WI UPDATE 

 We have had several new members over the last few months and because of 

this, on May 19th, Sue Addyman, WI Adviser, gave us a short address on the 

aims and how the WI works and what it has to offer to members. It proved very 

informative and was followed by a beauty demonstration by Tropics 

representative Angela Price. One of the members had a facial and the rest tried 

the samples.  June 16th saw a talk on the Curlew Recovery Project by David 

Gardiner. We are looking forward to the following speakers – July 21st Helen 

Haraldsen children’s author, August 18th Ros Dowling Snap, Crackle, Pop and 

September 15th Johnathan Moore from the Alhambra Theatre in Keswick. 

We have decided to hold a coffee morning on Saturday, 19th September, 10am 

to 12 noon so please put a note in your diaries. All proceeds will go to 

Calderwood House, Egremont, a refuge for the homeless. There will be a 

tombola, a produce stall and a raffle.  

 Congratulations to 2 of our members, Helen Wilson and Judith Jarman, who 

came second in the Cumberland Show in the Craft Section. 

Apart from our regular activities in Dean WI there are a variety offered by the 

Cumbria/Cumberland Federation. Members have recently attended Target 

Shooting, Pewter box etching and a walk at Ennerdale. Coming up is axe 

throwing, archery and a pewter jewellery workshop. Something for everyone! 

If you would like to try one of our meetings you would be most welcome.   

We meet in the Kirkstile Community Centre, Dean, at 7.30 p.m.   

Louise Richardson  

louiserichardson5@hotmail.co.uk  

Tel: 01900 601231 
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The 17th Cockermouth LIVE! returns in July promising to be bigger and even better than 
ever! Running from Thursday July 2nd to Sunday July 5th there is something for everyone. 

It’s an eclectic mix of ticketed music this year. Yoko Pwno are a Scottish 7 piece who 
mix traditional styles with soundscapes reminiscent of dub reggae; jazz supremos The 
Snake Davis Band ; The Paramount Brass Quintet in collaboration with Cockermouth 
Music Society; the brilliant Sam Millne and the Virants at Jennings; The Mechanics’ 
concert picnic at the Castle; and Cockermouth Community Orchestra’s annual festival 
finale at Christ Church. 

But the festival will, as ever, mainly be about free events for everyone with local 
performers. Following on from the successful expansion of the festival last year, there 
will again be more space for slightly longer sets and more time to perform.  

We will update plans as they emerge and will put out regular messages as 
performances are confirmed. Sunshine is already booked! 

Tom Speight, Chair, Cockermouth Live! 

https://www.yokopwno.co.uk/
https://snakedavis.com/
https://snakedavis.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WelapceABk8
https://www.instagram.com/sam_millne/
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♪ ♫                 ♪ ♫      ♪ ♫                 ♪ ♫ 

Cockermouth Harmonic Singers 

The Golden Age Concert 2026 

Saturday 18th July 2026, 7:30 pm 

Christ Church, Sullart Street, Cockermouth 

Composers including Vaughan Williams, Parry, Holst and Howells were writing 

wonderful choral music at the beginning of the twentieth century.  This has come to 

be known as the golden age of British choral music. 

Ian Wright will be presenting a concert of golden age songs featuring 

Cockermouth Harmonic Singers and the Throstle Ensemble.  The music, 

including Vaughan Williams’ Five Mystical Songs, varies from spiritual to stirring, but 

is always very listenable. 

Suitable for all the family, tickets will cost £16, with accompanied u-16s free. 

Tickets are available from Billy Bowman’s music shop in Cockermouth,  

01900 826708, or from choir members. 

Cockermouth Harmonic Singers is the largest adult choir based in 
Cockermouth with some 50 singing members.  The choir has a professional music 
director and accompanist.  
 

Cockermouth Harmonic Singers prepares for at least two major concerts a 
year.  In addition, it performs at other special events.  Professional soloists and 
orchestral musicians are regularly engaged to perform at its concerts. 
 

Cockermouth Harmonic Society has been singing for more than 150 years!  
This makes Cockermouth Harmonics one of the earliest formed choirs in the 

country. 
 

♫ ♪ ♫ ♪ ♫ ♪ ♫ ♪ ♫ ♪ ♫ ♪ ♫ ♪ ♫ ♪♫ ♪ ♫ ♪ ♫ ♪ ♫ ♪ ♫ ♪ ♫ ♪ ♫ ♪ ♫ ♪ 
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Pull Together: Bash the Balsam 

We’re joining forces with West Cumbria Rivers Trust to tackle Himalayan Balsam, a non-

native invasive plant, along the stunning River Cocker. This summer, we’re supporting 

the Trust to fight back against balsam in the catchment, and we’re hosting four ‘Pull 

Together’ events where anyone can roll up their sleeves and help protect this beautiful 

river. 

Our goal? To pull 132,000 balsam plants and stop 33 million seeds from spreading 
across the Cocker catchment. 

Why balsam is a problem 

Himalayan Balsam may look pretty, with its pink-purple flowers and sweet scent, but it’s 
a real threat to local wildlife and our rivers. It grows fast, out-competes native plants, 
and dominates riverbanks. Dense stands can impede river flow, increase flooding risks, 
and when they die back in winter, leave banks bare and susceptible to erosion – which is 
terrible news for water quality and native fish. Invasive species like balsam cost the UK 
economy around £1.8 billion a year and are among the top five drivers of biodiversity 
loss globally. 
 
No experience needed and no sign-up required - just turn up on the day. Everyone is 

welcome, and it’s a great activity for all the family (Under 18s must be accompanied by 

an adult). 

Balsam is easy to pull by hand, so it’s a simple, hands-on way to make a real difference. 

Come along for an hour or stay longer, meet others, and help us clear balsam along the 

river. 

Please note balsam bashes involve manual work on uneven ground, with stiles in areas 

of limited access. Long sleeves and trousers recommended. Sturdy footwear or wellies. 

Waterproofs and weather-appropriate clothing, drinks, lunch and gloves. 

To say thanks: Volunteers get a free pint in the Jennings taproom after each 

event! 
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Gardening Tips for July & August 
A brisk, stylish guide to the jobs that matter most this month — with less 

chores, more blooms, & only occasional battles against very bold courgettes. 

There is something gloriously theatrical about the Summer Garden. Borders swell, pots 
perform, vegetables race ahead with barely concealed ambition, and every plant appears to believe it 
deserves top billing. The secret to staying ahead is not heroic effort but smart timing: deadhead before 
things fade, harvest before they become absurd, and water with intent rather than panic. Think of it as 
midsummer maintenance with excellent rewards. 

The Border Edit 
Deadhead bedding plants, roses and dahlias regularly to keep the display going rather than letting the 
garden slide into a tired midsummer sulk. Cut back early flowering perennials such as hardy 
geraniums and delphiniums after their first flush to encourage fresh foliage and, with luck, a second 
round of blooms. Keep containers and hanging baskets well-watered and fed, as pots in July can dry 
out faster than good intentions. It is also a fine time to sow biennials such as foxgloves, honesty and 
wallflowers for next year, and to plant autumn-flowering bulbs like nerines and colchicums. 

The Kitchen Garden Briefing 
Pick courgettes, beans, peas and soft fruit frequently—July rewards diligence and punishes 
hesitation, usually with marrows the size of small submarines. Make sure you water thirsty crops such 
as tomatoes, beans, pumpkins and celery consistently, and feed tomatoes once trusses have set for 
better fruiting. Sow quick follow-on crops such as salad leaves, rocket, radishes and a final batch of 
dwarf beans or peas early in the month, while longer-term planners can start brassicas for autumn 
and winter. Thin heavy crops of apples, pears and plums, peg down strawberry runners into pots, and 
prune plum trees in dry weather to reduce disease risk.  

This Month’s Best Moves 
1. Keep flowers in full performance. Deadheading and feeding may not be glamorous, but they are 
the backstage crew behind a truly good July display. 

2. Pick before produce turns comic. Courgettes, beans and soft fruit are at their best when gathered 
little and often, ideally before they become conversation pieces. 

3. Water with purpose. Containers, greenhouse crops and thirsty vegetables need consistency in 
July, not occasional acts of apology with a hose. 

4. Sow now for a second act. Fast crops such as salad leaves and radishes still have time to shine, 
while autumn and winter plans begin with a little July foresight. 

5. Patrol for pests. Aphids, lily beetles and vine weevils rarely take a summer holiday, so a quick 
weekly check can spare you a great deal of horticultural melodrama later.  
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Morning Tea/Coffee 

 

The Gather, Ennerdale Bridge, CA23 3AR 

Having heard about The Gather from a few people we decided to check it out. We had 

a drive down to pretty Ennerdale Bridge on a rather rainy Saturday for lunch.  

It’s very well presented with parking on site as well as on the road. The young staff were 

welcoming & efficient. It was very busy with a mix of customers. 

We both had cappuccinos which arrived quickly & hot.  

The food took a while as the kitchen got slammed with a big booking (15 people!), but it 

was worth the wait.  

Lovely fresh soft granary bread sandwiches which came with crisps & a little bowl of tasty 

mambonito salad. I had egg mayonnaise & Kevin had Appleby cheese & Lakeland ham.  

There is plenty to choose from with a good children’s menu too. 

The Gather is dog friendly (although we thankfully didn’t take our large furry friend with 

us as it was very crowded). The toilets & cafe itself are fully accessible.  

There’s a little shop selling local products- everything from Wild & Fruity preserves to 

Maryport tea towels!  

After our visit we had an hour’s leg stretch along Ennerdale Water. 

Open Monday to Friday 9am - 4pm 

Sundays & Bank Holidays 10am - 4pm 

https://maps.google.com/maps?z=16&q=the%2Bgather%2C%2Bennerdale%2Bbridge%2C%2Bca23%2B3ar
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Branthwaite book share & Defibrillator 

 

       

Did you know? …. Branthwaite book share phone box is a happy little 
library in an old phone box, bursting with stories and smiles, where 

everyone can take a book, leave a book, or share the joy of reading. 
 

Why not drop off or pick up a book next time you’re passing? 
 

Of course, there is also a potentially lifesaving defibrillator (supported with 
donations from the Dean & District Sports & Social Committee) 
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Dean & District Sports & Social Committee 

We’re a group of about a dozen volunteers from Dean, Ullock, Branthwaite and Deanscales, 
who run licensed bars at local weddings, parties & events, all profits go back into our villages. 

Members usually help out at three or four bars or events per year, so the time commitment is 
not huge, but it’s good fun and it’s all in aid of our local community! 

The money we raise has paid for annual Christmas parties and a sports day for local children, 
as well as the popular Christmas meal vouchers for our older residents to use in our local 
pubs. We’ve all missed the children’s sports day, so we’re looking for ideas to contribute 
to the youth of our parish – please let us know if you have an idea & you’re willing to help. 

We also support the Dean School minibus, the Thursday Club, the Royal British Legion, the 
Dean Christmas tree and lights, and other local good causes. 

We usually meet once a month in the Kirkstile Community Centre in Dean. If you’d like to join 
us or find out more, or to enquire about a bar for your own wedding, party or event, please 

contact us at DeanandDistrictSSC@gmail.com 

mailto:DeanandDistrictSSC@gmail.com
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Our Villages’ Notice Board 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

and please remember – this is your notice board. 

Thursday Club In UVH 

30th July  2pm. 
Crafts with pearl. 
Tea and bingo. 

Wild Duck 🦆 in Branthwaite, now re-opened. 
Quiz nights,  

Darts & Dominoes,  
Live Music 

 check Facebook page for schedule 
 

Thursday Club In UVH 

27th August 2pm 
Michael with holiday slides 

Tea and Bingo 
New members always welcome 
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MEETING PLACES IN THE PARISH 
ST OSWALD’S CHURCH 
The Church is available for concerts and similar appropriate activities –  
Please contact any Churchwarden (page 1) for details 
 

DEAN SCHOOL SPORTS AND ARTS FACILITY 
The facility is available for Private Hire, Sports and Arts activities. 
We can provide Badminton and Table Tennis equipment and there are facilities 
for a wide range of other activities. 
Sessions are priced from £7/hr for the hall and £3.50/hr for the foyer.  
To book please contact Norah in school hours on 01946 861408  
 

KIRKSTILE COMMUNITY CENTRE, DEAN (KCC) 
is available for parties, concerts, meetings etc. 
Rates are £10 per hour for the whole premises, £5 per hour for the kitchen (small 
meeting room). 
For more details or to book please contact Sybil Worsley on 01946 861580 
 

ULLOCK VILLAGE HALL (UVH) 
is available for parties, concerts, meetings etc. 
Rates are £7.50 per hour – For the whole hall 
                 £4 per hour – For the small room (kitchen) 
Commercial rates available. For bookings, please contact: 
Margaret Trotter 01946 861458 or Jacqui Clarkson 07824 534708 
 

DEAN PARISH NEWS is published monthly by St Oswald's Church 
and delivered free of charge to every home in the Parish. 

It is also on Facebook 
It is funded by St Oswald's Church PCC, who gratefully receive contributions 

from advertisers, a grant from DEAN PARISH COUNCIL 
and donations from parishioners 

 

Articles, notices etc for PARISH NEWS should be sent to the  
Editor, Dean Parish News,  

by e-mail to Kevin.DeanParishNews@gmail.com 

 
Articles for the September Parish News  

should be submitted by 15th August  
 

Advertising space is available 
At a very reasonable price. 

The magazine goes to every household in  
Branthwaite, Dean, Deanscales, Pardshaw & Pardshaw Hall & Ullock 

For more details, please contact Michael Bonner on 01900 605536  
or at bonnermim@gmail.com 


