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Greenway Benefice - Badgeworth, Shurdington and
Witcombe with Bentham.

"Go into all the world and preach the gospel to all
creation” Mark 16:15

2026 Benefice Worship Pattern

1t Sunday of the month

8am St Paul’s BCP* Holy Communion
9:30 St Paul’s Worship
11am Holy Trinity Worship
11am St Mary’s Worship
2"! Sunday of the month
8am St Mary’s BCP* Holy Communion
9:30 St Paul's Worship
11am Holy Trinity Holy Communion
11am St Mary's All-age Worship
3" Sunday of the month
9:30 St Paul’s Holy Communion
11am Holy Trinity BCP* Morning Worship
11am St Mary’s Holy Communion

*These are services using the Book of Common Prayer

4™ Sunday 10.30am Benefice Holy Communion

January, April, July, October at Holy Trinity Badgeworth
February, May, August, November at St Mary’s Great
Witcombe

March, June, September, December at St Paul’s Shurdington
5" Sunday Benefice Service at 10am “Let’s Worship”

usually in Shurdington Church of England Primary School

DON’T FORGETTO LOOK AT OUR NOTICEBOARDS AND
ONLINE FOR SEASONAL SERVICES SUCH AS CHRISTMAS,
EASTER, HARVEST ETC.

Find us on social media on Facebook:
@GreenwayChurches



SHURDINGTON CHURCH HALL
School Lane, Shurdington
Lettings for groups and private functions.
Rates £25 large room, £20 small room per session
Further details from the church administrator by
emailing greenway.bswhb.office@gmail.com

WITCOMBE & BENTHAM VILLAGE HALL
Enquiries should be made to the Custodian
07518 137635
witcombevillagehall@gmail.com
www.witcombevillagehall.co.uk

BADGEWORTH VILLAGE HALL
Our lovely old school hall is an excellent venue for
meetings, rehearsals, receptions and small parties,
seating a maximum of 50 people.
Reception hall, main hall, fully fitted kitchen with
crockery and cutlery for 50.
Car park oposite the hall for hall users.
Hire charge £25 per session
(8am-1pm, 1-6pm, 6-11pm).
For enquiries and bookings, please email
badgeworthvillagehall@gmail.com
or call 07895 764947.
Badgeworth Village Hall Management Committee

SHURDINGTON COMMUNITY CENTRE
The Community Centre consists of two spacious halls,
a room which links both, and a grassed open space.
Events may be booked by following the ‘Bookings’ link
on our website : shurdingtoncomcentre.net
Email: bookings@shurdingtoncomcentre.net
Tel: 07483 303190


http://www.witcombevillagehall.co.uk/
mailto:bookings@shurdingtoncomcentre.net
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Pastoral
Letter

Rebecca
writes

Dear All,

May I begin by wishing everyone a blessed Eastertide. For us
in the Church of England, the season of Easter takes us right

into May, culminating in our Pentecost services on May 24,

May you journey well as we continue to celebrate the promis-
es of God’s love, forgiveness and Eternal Life revealed in the
Resurrection of Jesus Christ, God’s Son.

It is wonderful to have returned to you just before Easter with
a licence to lead worship....I am now a “P.T.0.”, as retired
clergy with licences giving us Permission to Officiate are
called. When clergy reach the age of 70, we are expected to
retire and take a break of at least 6 months in order to rest be-
fore we may apply for a P.T O. licence. My return to Green-
way Benefice has felt like a real homecoming, and I am very
grateful to Rev’d. Susan and her wonderful team as they con-
tinue to support my ministering here.

My time away from the Benefice gave me a chance to reflect
on the Hebrew word Shabbath meaning “rest from labour” or
“peace”, a word that we translate as “Sabbath.” Times of rest
are so important in all our lives. In the Christian tradition,
Sundays have been a time when we are encouraged to rest
from daily routines. The Book of Genesis reminds us that
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even God rested on the seventh day, having created all that is.
Being made in God’s image, it is right that we too have times
of rest. However this is increasingly a challenge, living as we
do in times when we can all be so busy, and with most shops
and supermarkets remaining open all week .

Rest allows our body, mind and soul to recover from the
strains and stresses of daily life. However, initially I found
the first few weeks of my required 6 months absence from the
Benefice quite stressful and disorientating. Then, a few weeks
in, I discovered a free, online abstract-art course, and signed
up for it. I entered a world of freedom and paint unlike any-
thing I had experienced before, and after 18 weeks I even
managed to create a semi-abstract picture of my favourite
headland in Cornwall, painted from life, that I like enough to
have hung it on a wall at home.

Looking at it now, I find myself wondering “Where did that
come from?!” But in my heart of hearts I know the answer.
Created as we are in God’s image, we carry within us God’s
hallmark of creativity, whether that be with paint, knitting,
music, maths, engineering or relationship-building...there are
probably as many ways of being creative as there are people
on the planet. Even on the secular art course that I joined, the
tutor would often say “There is creative energy flowing
throughout the Universe...it is just a question of tuning in and
allowing it to connect”! That sounds very like God to me.

So, I hope you will join me in thanking God for the gift of
creativity in all our lives; the creativity of others that can
bring us joy through what they produce , and our own



creativity that mirrors that of the God who made us. And if
you happen to be one of those people who claims to be not at
all creative...look again. You are probably already being
creative in ways that you have not yet realised!

Blessings, Revd. Rebecca

Cataclew from Harlyn Bay. “After the Storm”. December 2025.



Benefice Diary

May
Saturday 2

Tuesday 5

Thursday 7

Friday 8

Monday 11
Tuesday 12
Thursday 21
Saturday 23
Monday 25
Wednesday 27
Saturday 30

June

Thursday 4
Saturday 6
Monday 8
Friday 12

Saturday 13
Saturday 20
Mopnday 29
Saturday 27

Coffee and Chat
Concert at Holy Trinity
Seniors Coach trip
Anna Chaplaincy Coffee
Books and Banter
Open Monday

MU Floral Art
Gardening Society
Coffee Morning

Open Monday

Julian Meeting
Summer fete

Anna Chaplaincy Coffee
Coffee and Chat

Open Monday

Books and Banter
Wheels-on-the-Green
Gardening Society Show
Open Monday

Coffee Morning

26
22
28

7
16
15

24
25
15
12
10

26
15
16
21
24
15
25

Every Monday (except Bank Holidays) Greenway Gifts

Every Thursday in term-time Community Choir
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Greenway Benefice

Badgeworth, Shurdington

and

Witcombe with Bentham

Y

LISTENING TEAM
Do you need someone to talk to?

Someone to pray with or for you?
We have a small, dedicated team of people ready to listen, an¢
you would like,we can pray with you or for you.

Our support is for anyone, if you go to church regularly,
occasionally, used to or have never been. We are here to help.

Please contact our Churchwardens to arrange a visit.
Holy Trinity, Badgeworth - Paul Stanfield 01242 512926
St Mary’s, Witcombe - Sue Padfield 01452 862509

St Paul’s, Shurdington - Rev’d Susan Cooke
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The Welcome Table

for older people

Do you enjoy going out for a coffee
but would like to have the opportunity
to talk with others while you are out
and about?

e
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- Anna
Chaplaincy

Members of the Cheltenham and Bishop's Cleeve Chaplaincy
(CaBiC) team are great at engaging with residents in care
homes but we are very aware that there are many older
people, living independently, who would like to meet others

for a cup of coffee and a casual catch up.

We would like to spread our wings and meet youl!

From February, we are starting a new project, The

Welcome Table, to be held in different coffee shops across
Cheltenham.

To start with, come and catch up with Rachel on the:

1st Thursday in the month 10.30am-I2noon at the Fioro
Lounge at the top of the Bath Road

We will have a table reserved for us and a couple of our Anna
Chaplaincy volunteers will be there, already chatting! All you
need to do is order and pay for a coffee (and cake!) and join

us at the table. It will be very casual and very friendly!

Other venues and days in the week are in the pipeline?
Why not suggest a coffee shop to us!
info@cabic.co.uk



SAVE the DATE!

WITCOMBE w BENTHAM
COMMUNITY EVENT DATES

Saturday 13 June Wheels-on-the-Green +Teas

Sunday 12 July Family Fun-Day at the Cricket Club

(reserve date 19*)

Saturday 5 September (tbc) Picnic-in-the-Park

Friday 16 October The Quiz

Saturday 21 November Bingo and Fish'nChips

More details to follow



St Mary’s Church 100 Club

The club was set up to raise money for the Church, the
incentive being four prize draws plus a Christmas draw
annually.

Each draw comprises three winning share numbers with a
first prize of £100 and two runners up of £25. The
Christmas draw has an additional £100 prize. That’s 13
winners in a year!

This year's draws will take place at community events in
June, September, December and March '26.

You are now invited to renew your shares, or to join, for

the current year beginning 15t April, 2026.

Existing share holders wishing to renew their shares for
another year (£12 per share) need only to pay by BACS*
or by cheque®* or cash sent to Sue Padfield
(Churchwarden) Woodview Cottage, Birdlip Hill,
Witcombe, GL34SN.

For new applicants, forms are available from Sue Padfield
(01452862509 suepadfield@btinternet.com) or in
church. The purchase price is £12 per share; multiple
share purchases are possible.

*Cheques should be made payable to St Mary’s Church
100 Club. Payments by BACS to St Mary’s Church 100 Club
40-22-09 a/c 72514125 ref100 Club.
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Greenway Benefice
Churches

How to find us:
Holy Trinity Badgeworth
Church Lane
Badgeworth
Gloucester
GL51 4UL
(Registered Charity number 1209315)

St Paul’s Shurdington
School Lane
Shurdington
Cheltenham

GL51 4TF

St Mary* the Virgin Witcombe with Bentham
Great Witcombe
Gloucester
GL3 4TS*
*turnings off Ermin Way or Birdlip Hill

You can also see more information on A Church Near
You.

Simply type “A Church Near You Badgeworth” or “A
Church Near You Shurdington” or “A Church Near You
Witcombe” into your search engine.
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2  Useful Phone Numbers: %&

Furniture Recycling Warehouse 01452 331333
Removal of Bulky Waste 01684 295010
Glos Highways 0800 0 514 514
Faulty Streetlights 0800 0 514 514
Police (non-emergency) 101

101 is 15p, the local call number is 01452 726920
Fire/Police/Ambulance 999
(emergency only)

NHS ‘Out of Hours’ 08454 220220
NHS Help line 111

Adult social services and

District nurses 01452 328224
Samaritans 116123
Citizens Advice 01452 527202
Children’s social services 01452 328213
CARE direct 0800 444000
Electricity Power Loss 0800 328 1111
Water Services & 0800 783 4444
Emergencies

Gas Emergency 0800 111 999
Emmaus*® 01452 413095

*at Chequers Road, Gloucester:
Collections and Sale of furniture, electrical goods etc.

*at Chequers Road, Gloucester:
Collections and Sale of furniture, electrical goods etfc.

Julian Meeting

5 Meeting in silence with God ]
: Please do join us for 30 minutes of silent prayer followed
: by a cup of tea together. :
Time: 2:30pm Wednesday May 27th
Place: 52 Lambert Avenue, Shurdington. GL51 4ST
lan & Wendy Davies (01242 861293)



Shurdington church and
village organisations

Churchwarden MrAndrew Spence (01242)862101

PCC Secretary Mrs Lisa Pearson  (01242) 862538
PCC Treasurer  Mrs Christine Langham  (01242) 861218

Gift Aid Officer

Sacristan Mr Andrew Spence (01242) 862101
Church Flowers Mrs Helen King (01242) 862505
Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Lisa Pearson (01242) 862538
Mothers’ Union Mrs JanetHolmes  (01242) 862989
Church Hall Lettings
Verger
Parish Council Clerk John Kay 07841204404
Shurdington Pre School Kelly Clifford 07867813627
Gardening Society Mr. G. Woodruffe =~ 07792269353
Scout Group Mrs Louise Slee
15thcheltenhamscoutgroup@gmail.com
Shurdington Sports Club Mr J Barnfield (01242) 862826
Friendship Club Mrs Maureen West (01242) 863991
Children’s Society Mrs Helen King (01242) 862505

In time of illness if you would like a visit and / or to be

remembered in prayer please contact Sue Padfield (01452)
8625009.

Three in One Magazine
Editor John Cummins
07795849688
e-mail address: editor3in1@gmail.com
Business Manager lan Davies tel  (01242) 861293
email: iandavies@pobox.com
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Churchwardens

PCC Secretary

PCC Treasurer/Gift Aid Officer Mr Jon Frewin

Verger
Captain of Bells

Electoral Roll Officer Mrs Lynne Cooper
Magazine Coordinator Mrs Sue Padfield
Village Hall Enquiries Custodian

Witcombe & Bentham
church and village
organisations

Mrs Sue Padfield
Mrs Lynne Cooper
Mrs Sue Padfield

(01452) 862509
07582036001
(01452) 862509
07808912217
(01452) 862558
Vacancy
07582036001
(01452) 862509
07518137635

Mrs Jane Bell

Witcombe Social Fundraisers Mrs Christine Dyer (01452) 862399

Witcombe Under 5s Kyla Hill

.

Churchwardens

PCC Secretary
PCC Treasurer

Gift Aid Officer
Sacristan
Verger

Captain of Bells

Electoral Roll Officer Mr Roger Brown
Parish Council Clerk Mrs H.L. Jones

Village Hall

Friends of Church

Church Flowers

thevictoria@btinternet.com

Badgeworth church and
Village organisations

Mr Roger Brown 07771882475
Mr Paul Stanfield (01242) 463626

Mrs Antoinette Wilson (01452) 856907

Mr Roger Brown 07771882475
Mrs Rachel Cottell (01452) 715034
Mr David Turner . (01452) 712302
07771882475
07840073143
Mrs Rachel Cottell (01452) 715034
Mrs Beverly Pickering (01452) 712907
Mrs Diana Brown 07887791230
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Open Mondays at

Shurdington Community Centre

Century Hall from 11am — 4pm
Second and last Monday of the month.
Refreshments

No charge and all are welcome.
Newspapers, jigsaws, table tennis, charge your phone or
just have a chat.
Between 2pm and 4pm, there will be a family film show-
ing on our cinema system.
Play facilities for children and on the last Monday of the
month, an NHS run Baby Hub.

All welcome

supported by plavers of Awarded funds from

- -

EPEOPLE’'SHE BPOSTCODE N

POSTCODE COMMUNITY
NLOTTERYE | BT RUS TH

Supported by: Shurdington Parish Council, Tewkesbury
Warm Spaces
Community Fund, Gloucester Thriving Communities,
National Grid Community Matters
Gloucestershire Community Foundation
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- BOOKS & BANTER
" Shurdington book club

Where: in Beauty and the Teacup
When: 6pm
Next Meeting 8" May

2026 — 2" Fridays of the month

12th June 10th July

NO MEETING IN AUGUST

11th September 9th October

13th November 11th December

New members are always welcome.

If you'd like to join, please email
revsusancooke@gmail.com

or ask Wendy Lovett in Beauty and the Teacup
or just come along! :

All welcome! Susan & Wendy.

— DT ) =




The Messenger May 2026

Thy Kingdom Come 2026: ‘God with
us’

From 14 to 24 May 2026,
Christians around the world will
once again unite in prayer as part
of Thy Kingdom Come.

God with us

This year’s theme, ‘God with us’, focuses on the presence of God
through His spirit. It reminds us that God is not distant but in-
volved in the everyday moments of our lives — in both joy and
sorrow and everything in between.

Taking place during the eleven days between Ascension Day and
Pentecost, this global movement invites us to pray for more peo-
ple to come to know Jesus, while also renewing our own faith in
the power of prayer.

Throughout these eleven days, Christians are invited to take part
in daily reflections, drawing on stories from scripture such as the
story of Ruth and the story of Gideon. Each is intended to reveal
something of God’s transformative presence, faithfulness and
power that’s at work in ordinary people and situations.

As we reflect and pray, we are invited to recognise that same
presence at work in our own lives and communities. At its heart is
an invitation to pray each day for five people we know - whether it
be friends, family, neighbours or colleagues — that they might en-
counter the love of Christ.

As churches and individuals across our diocese and beyond join
in, this is an opportunity to come together with a shared purpose,
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trusting that God is at work in the lives of those we hold before
Him.

Whether you are new to prayer or have taken part in previous
years, Thy Kingdom Come offers a fresh opportunity to join this
global wave of prayer. Individuals, households and churches are
all encourage to take part in ways that feel natural and meaning-
ful to them — through personal devotion, small groups, or gath-
ered worship.

To help individuals and churches get involved this year, there are
a range of free resources on the Thy Kingdom Come website to
help guide you through; this includes daily prayer resources
(Novena) written by Archbishop Sarah Mullally, a 2026 prayer
journal, and practical ideas for ways your church can take part —
visit https://www.thykingdomcome.global/resources-0

Faith stories: Barnaby’s transformation

24-year-old Barnaby worships at Trinity Cheltenham, where
becoming part of the community has profoundly shaped his life.
Through Trinity’s SPEAR programme he has gained confidence,
employability skills, and a renewed purpose, while also exploring
the Christian faith through Alpha — a journey that led to his
baptism.

“In March 2023, | met two SPEAR representatives at the job
centre. This was when my trajectory changed,” Barnaby said.
“They were so kind and encouraging, and they suggested | take
part in the SPEAR programme.”

Through SPEAR, he completed employability training and learnt
the importance of confidence and communication, while being
surrounded by people who believed in his potential.

“It introduced me to a supportive community. They encouraged
me to try the Alpha course, and this was the big turning point for
me spiritually. Alpha really ignited my faith, and it was the
moment when | decided | wanted to follow this.”

Barnaby has been attending Trinity for around two years and was
baptised in March.
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“The first time | went to church, | had a really strong experience...
it's been transformative. It's been so good for my mental health.”

He now works at The Armoury gym and continues to stay
involved with SPEAR, returning to SPEAR celebrations to share
his story.

Read Barnaby’s full faith story at
https://gloucester.anglican.org/2026/faith-stories-barnabys-
transformation/

Christian Aid Week 2026

Christian Aid Week takes place from 10 to 16 May. This year,
Christian Aid is focusing on supporting mothers in Nairobi,
Kenya, as they face urban poverty and the daily challenge of
providing food for their children. Churches can take part in
Christian Aid Week in a variety of ways, including collections,
fundraising events, prayer, and raising awareness. Further
information is available at https://caw.christianaid.org.uk

Events and training
More details for all these events at
gloucester.anglican.org/events

NeoAncients, St Laurence Church, The Shambles, Stroud,
GL5 1JL, 1 to 3 May A three-day folklore festival with music, art,
film, talks, books, dance ritual and lore.
https://stlaurencestroud.uk/event_custom/neoancients/

Wild Worship at Tewkesbury Abbey, Church Street,
Tewkesbury GL20 5RZ, 3 May, 3pm to 4pm An informal, family-
friendly outdoor service giving thanks for the beauty of creation.
All ages are welcome.
https://www.tewkesburyabbey.org.uk/eco-church/

The music of Coldplay by candlelight, Tewkesbury Abbey,
GL20 5RZ, 9 May, 6.15pm and 8.30pm A concert of Coldplay
songs featuring a live band and vocalists, coming from the West
End.
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https://boxoffice.concertsbycandlelight.com/events/kindadu
styltd/2040110

Music festival at Chipping Campden, St James Church,
Church Street, Chipping Campden, GL55 6JG, 11 to 23 May A
classical music festival featuring 17 concerts over two weeks, with
performances from world-class artists.
https://www.campdenmayfestivals.co.uk/music/events

Have your say

Visit Facebook f/Diocese.of.Gloucester, email Katherine at
kclamp@glosdioc.org.uk, follow us on Twitter W @glosdioc,
view videos on YouTube @ Diocese of Gloucester or visit our

website gloucester.anglican.org

Hall availability

Are you looking for a lovely village hall for your meeting or activity
session?

From Easter, we have availability at Badgeworth Village Hall
for Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday mornings, 8am -1pm, for
the bargain hire charge of £25. We also have current availability
for Wednesday and Thursday afternoons each week (1-6pm),
again at £25 per session.

The hire charge includes use of the car park, all kitchen facilities,
heat and light.

If you are interested, please email
badgeworthvillagehall@gmail.com to make a booking or to
arrange to see the hall.
https://www.badgeworthvillagehall.org.uk/

Telephone 07518137635
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St Paul’s, Shurdington
Churchyard

In order to protect this important and beautiful churchyard we politely
request that everyone adhere to the following principles.

e All waste should be disposed of in the bins provided.

e Kerb stones, fencing, stone chippings and statues are not
permitted.

e Artificial flowers are not permitted.

e Flowers may only be placed in a non-glass removable
container that has been sunk into the ground.

e Trees, shrubs, or bushes are not permitted to be planted in any
grave.

® The Parish priest, Churchwardens or whoever is authorised by
the PCC to look after the churchyard is permitted to remove
unsightly flowers and any items not permitted.

Please be aware that we will have to remove items that are not
permitted under these regulations.
If you have any of these items in the churchyard please could you
collect when you are able.
We will be clearing any remaining items on 25/07/2026.
They will be stored for collection until 09/01/2027
Thank you

Churchwardens & P.C.C.

A full copy of churchyard regulations can be
obtained by application to the Churchwardens
» or the Benefice office.

They are also available on the Diocese of
* Gloucester website or by following the QR
code.
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SHURDINGTON
& A
BADGEWORTH 4=

GARDENING
SOCIETY

Our meetings are held on the third Thursday of the month
(unless it is a show month), at 7.30 in the Millennium Hall.
21st May we meet with a talk on classic, rare and unusual

bulbs by Gill Hazel.

On Saturday 20" June we are holding a show. We have
various rose classes, as well as violas, clematis etc. Viewing
is between 3-4pm.

On 16™ July we have a talk by Robert Bryant, on the natural
world of Gloucestershire.
Look forward to seeing you at one of these meetings.
Stay safe keep gardening
Janette Willis (Secretary)

24



,,

= 4" SATURDAY
COFFEE
MORNINGS

SHURDINGTON CHURCH HALL i

10am to Noon
239 MAY, 27t JUNE, 25t JULY
22nd AUGUST, 26th SEPTEMBER
24" OCTOBER, 21st NOVEMBER ‘_

RAFFLE, BOOKS, PLANTS,
COFFEE, CAKE, BRIC-A-BRAC

IN AID OF THE REFURBISHMENT OF THE
CHURCH HALL
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Sat 2"d May
Sat 6" June

10am-12noon
Badgeworth Village Hall

Coffee and home-made cakes, good company,
a raffle & the morning papers.

Please bring items for the
Foodbank box.

A community event
organized by
Holy Trinity Church
and sponsored by
Badgeworth Village Hall
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Greenway Gifts

© Food Bank

If you need some help with groceries, please come along to our non-
referral food bank, every Monday, except Bank Holidays, between 9am
and 10am, at St Paul’s Church Hall. This is for Shurdington, Witcombe,
Bentham and Badgeworth, and those associated with Shurdington School
and Shurdington Preschool.

«ma. oo  Cake and
#7S6l2% Chat
r@@p",“*\@ Every 3 Monday

of the month we

S, w" h ke and
e - ave cake an
"'.'..""r"
.n@.@ chat. Free & all
s welcomel

If you would like to support the Food Bank, you can offer long dated items
by leaving them in our churches, dropping in on a Monday morning, or
you can donate directly to Shurdington Parochial Church Council using the
QR code below. Please use the references GIFTS. Thank you!




Shurdington Parish Council is arranging a coach trip to Weston
Super- Mare from Shurdington Tuesday 5 May 2026

Free to senior residents of Shurdington
Meet at Community Centre leave at 9 AM

Signup sheet to show interest will be displayed in the village shop
and must be completed to attend

The coach will leave Weston at 4pm to return to Shurdington

Further details on the signup sheet

Come along it will be a lovely day out
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BENTHAM CHURCHYARD

CAN YOU
HELP?

The PCC of St Mary's Church is responsible for
the upkeep of the Churchyard at Bentham,
where many local people have relatives
buried, and it is important to keep it looking
good.

We should be very grateful for some help with
mowing — we have a rota with some generous
volunteers, but we could do with more to
lighten their load. If you think you could help
or would like more information, please
contact Sue Padfield (Churchwarden) on
01452 862509 or suepadfield@btinternet.com
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BEING ECO CHURCH

Wednesday 20 May is World Bee Day

There is evidence that populations of bees and other pollinators are
less healthy and abundant than they have been. If action is not taken,
pollinator declines will have serious implications for biodiversity, food
production and the ornamental garden. rus 2026

What do pollinators do for us?

We have pollinators to thank for every third mouthful we eat. Not only
do they pollinate our food crops, but they’re also vital for the survival of
other wild plants that support so much of our wildlife.

Most of us tend to think of bees in relation to pollination, yet insect
pollinators are an incredibly diverse group. Honeybees are mostly kept
in managed hives, and are likely responsible for pollinating between
5-15% of the UK's insect-pollinated crops. That leaves 85-95% of the
UK’s insect-pollinated crops relying on wild pollinators. Many species
of bee, wasp, moth, butterfly, hoverfly, fly and beetle provide an
essential service in the UK (and globally) pollinating £690 million worth
of crops annually. Taking over this job ourselves would be difficult and
time-consuming and would cost us an estimated £1.8 billion every year!

Why are pollinators under threat?

Three bumblebee species have become extinct in recent decades. The
recent European Red List for Bees reports that almost one in ten
species of wild bee face extinction, and over the past 50 years, half the
bee, butterfly and moth species studied in the 2013 State of Nature
Report have declined.

We can directly link these declines to changes in the way we farm. The intensification of agriculture has led
to the destruction of habitat, and what is left is becoming increasingly fragmented. Further habitat loss is
driven by urbanisation, and insect pollinators are also affected by the heavy use of pesticides and herbicides,
more habitat the effects of climate change, and disease. The Wildlife Trusts

Five fantastic facts about wild bees

e Queen bumblebees are one of the earliest pollinators to
emerge in spring They can vibrate and warm up their flight
muscles enabling them to fly in cooler weather
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e Tree bumblebees arrived in the UK around a decade ago and
are now widespread. You may even find them nesting in a bird
box in your garden

e A foraging bumblebee with a full stomach is only ever about
40 minutes from starvation

¢ Bumblebees collect pollen to take back to the hive in ‘pollen
baskets’ on their back legs.

. Bumblebees are known for nesting in strange places — nests
have been found under a disused lawnmower and inside a
rolled-up carpet. The wildlife Trusts

How can we help?
Here are a few simple actions that anyone can take to help pollinators:

= Grow more nectar rich flowers, shrubs and trees. Using window or
balcony boxes are good options if you do not have a garden.

= Let patches of garden and land grow wild.
= Cut grass less often to allow lawn ‘weeds’ to flower

= Do not disturb insect nests and hibernation spots, provide nest
sites for wild bees

» Provide water for pollinators

= Think carefully about whether to use pesticides and never spray
open flowers.

Need more information? Here are some useful links:

Download a wild bee action pack from
https://wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2017-12/ecxt.pdf

Find details of what to plant for pollinators at
https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/articles/plants-for-pollinators-update
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Ascension Day
Holy Communion
&
Breakfast

Thursday 14th May
2026
8am
St Mary’s church,
Great Witcombe

Everyone is Welcome



3

Q

“ﬁr’éenway Community Choir & Friends
A Present

‘An-Afternoon Concert

light music with light refreshments

% Century Hall
Shurdington Community Centre

Bishop Rd, Shurdington, Cheltenham
GL51 4TB

Saturday 13" June 2026
2pm (doors open at 1:45pm)

To book your ticket contact
greenway.bswb.office@gmail.com

Enti'y*and refreshments are b'y".jdonétion, all
proceeds goto
Community choir and St Paul’'s church

&“ -
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Simple
Holy Communion

We will be offering a simple Holy
Communion service

On the 4" Thursday of the Month
2pm at St Paul’s church,
Shurdington
23/04/2026
28/05/2026
25/06/2026
Everyoneis welcome

34



Discovering St Mary’s Church,
Great Witcombe

There are places in the Cotswolds that feel curated, honey-
stone villages, neat tearooms, postcard perfection. And then
there are places like Great Witcombe, which you find almost by
accident.

A narrow lane dips and twists along the edge of the escarpment.
The traffic fades, the air sharpens, and suddenly the landscape
opens into a secluded valley. It's here, half-hidden among trees
and sloping pasture, that St Mary’s Church quietly waits,
unchanged in all the ways that matter.

The beauty of being overlooked

St Mary’s doesn’t announce itself. There’s no grand approach,
no busy square. Instead, you come upon it gently: a low stone
building, weathered and settled into the land as though it has
always belonged there.

And in a sense, it has. A church has stood on this site since the
12th century, when Norman builders brought their solid,
confident style to even the most rural corners of England. Step
inside, and you're immediately face to face with that history in
the Norman chancel arch, its carved dog-tooth pattern still crisp
enough to catch the light.

It's the kind of detail you might miss if you rush, but this is not a
place that rewards rushing.

Layers you can feel

Spend a little time inside and the centuries begin to reveal
themselves. Nothing is labelled or staged; instead, the church
invites you to notice.

There’s medieval glass in the windows, fragments, worn but
luminous, casting soft colour onto ancient stone. The walls don’t
quite align the way you expect. The proportions shift subtly as
you move through the space. It all speaks of a building that has
grown slowly, shaped by generations rather than designed in a
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single moment.

Unlike many churches in more famous villages, St Mary’s
escaped Victorian restoration. What you see is closer to what
people would have known hundreds of years ago: a working
church, adapted but never reinvented.

A valley with a long memory

What makes the setting even more striking is how deep the
history here runs. Just beyond the church lie the remains of a
Roman villa, showing this quiet valley has drawn people for
nearly two thousand years.

It's a humbling thought. Long before the Cotswolds became a
destination, before England itself took shape, people were living,
farming, and building lives in this same sheltered fold of land.
St Mary’s feels like part of that long story, not an isolated
landmark but one chapter in a much older narrative.

The stillness of the place

What lingers most after a visit isn’t any single feature, it's the
atmosphere.

There’s a particular stiliness here, broken only by birdsong or
the wind moving through the trees. The churchyard, simple and
unassuming, looks out over the valley. It's the kind of place
where time doesn’t stop exactly, but it does seem to loosen its
grip.

St Mary’s is an active church. Services still take place, prayers
are still said. It hasn’t become a museum piece; it's simply
carried on.

Why it’s worth the detour

In a region known for its beauty, St Mary’s Church offers
something slightly different: not spectacle, but authenticity.
You won't find crowds here. You won'’t find curated experiences
or carefully managed viewpoints. What you will find is a place
that has endured, quietly, steadily for nearly 900 years.
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Portrait of a Mother

A mother can be almost any size or age, but she won't admit
to anything over thirty.

She has soft hands and smells good.

A mother likes new dresses, music, a clean house, her
children's kisses, an automatic washer, and Daddy.

A mother doesn't like having her children sick, muddy feet,
temper tantrums, loud noise, or bad report cards.

She can read a thermometer (much to the amazement of
Daddy) and like magic, can kiss a hurt away.

She can also bake good cakes and pies, but likes to see her
children eat vegetables.

A mother can stuff a fat baby into a snowsuit in seconds and
can Kiss little faces and make them smile.

She is underpaid, has long hours, and gets very little rest.
She worries too much about her children.

And no matter how old they are, she still likes to think of them
as her little babies.

A mother is the guardian angel of the family, the queen, the
tender hand of love.

She is the best friend anyone ever has.

A mother is love.
Author unknown
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Michael Hannis

Tree work
Firewood
Stump grinding
Forestry

Tel: 07555 373817
Mail: michaelhannis@hotmail.com

BEDDING PLANTS POT PLANT
ALL AVAILABLE IN SEASON
HANGING BASKETS SHRUBS PERENNIALS

Greenway Nurseries
LANDSCAPING ORNAMENTS
BAGS OF POTTING COMPOST, COAL AND FIREWOOD

(Open 7 days a week)
Opposite Badgeworth Lane 01242 862248

Bob Wright

TAILORED REMEMBRANCE
Local Independent Civil Funeral
Celebrant
Home Visits to Suit Your Requirements
Enhanced DBS Checked /C &Guilds
CALL :07368 925505




George Yearp

Ground and Gardening

Services 07908 131194

Lawns Hedges
Garden Maintenancg
ree Pruning

Groundwork

JOYCE BROOKS LINGERIE
Of Cheltenham

01242 524706 (leave a message)Telephone and
Postal Service for Pyrenean Wool Dressing Gowns
info@joycebrookslingerie.com
www.joycebrookslingerie.com

ASH-GAS

PLUMBING & HEATING

ashley@ashgas.net 07969 953 087

All domestic gas and plumbing works, Central heating repair and
service, Boiler breakdowns, Bathrooms and general property
maintenance Undertaken.




J.P. Townsend Son s v

Est.1 963 A
We purchase Furniture, Books, Bric-a-Brac M

Tools, Gardenalia, Old Motorbikes, Mopeds Bicycles
A complete bereavement house clearance service
Ullenwood Park Farm, Ullenwood
01242 870169/870223 — 07768 086844

N.T. Boothroyc

Plumbing and Heating Enginee

Il Plumbing & Heating Work Undertaken
Gas Safe Registered &Over 25 Years of Experience
N Boiler & Fire Servicing
N Landlord Certificates & Safety Checks
N System Cleaning By Power Flushing
N Complete Central Heating Systems
N Radiators & Thermostatic Valves
N T ap Washers & Ball Valves
N T aps, Toilets, Baths, Basins & Sinks
N Shower Installations
N Leaks, Burst Pipes & Pipe Lagging

No Job too small please give me a call!,
Tel: 01242 323025 Tel: 01452 552192 Mobile: 07816 103709
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-%IE- 01242 236 236
*P CLEEVELY MEMORIALS

Est. 1992

FINEST QUALITY
INDIVIDUAL MEMORIALS
IN STONE, GRANITE.
MARBLE & SLATE

MEMORIAL PACKAGES
FROM £800.00.

Lnit 5B | 83 Prestbury Road | Cheltenham | GL32 2DR
. Telephome: 01242 236 236 | www cleevelvmemorials

a Shurdington Road
Shurdington

GL51 4XJ
CDTSWULD (behind the green fence)

YAN CENTRE LTD

W Cars, Vans and Motorhomes Serviced
W Free local collection and delivery.

W Courtesy car or van available

W MOTs, exhausts, tyres and batteries.

W Van and car sales.

01242 862860

www.coswold-vancentre




APP

General Building Solutions

Kitchens Ali Perry All jobs considered
Bathrooms References
Chimneys of available

Fireplaces Witcombe Professional work

Witcombe Mobile : 07762007815
Tel: 01452 552144
Discount for O.A.P. s
www.appgeneralbuilding.co.uk

Email: aliperry@blueyonder.co.uk

Mike Court

Chartered Architect

Local Architects and Interior Designers based in Shurdington.
Planning a project? Let’'s Talk
Tel: 01242 384230
Architecture Interior Design Planning Energy-Efficient Homes

www.greenfuturearchitects.co.uk




Cheltenham
Antique
Market

Over 300 Chandeliers- Always in stock
Italian  French ¢ Dutch ¢ English
54 Suffolk Road, Cheltenham, GL50 2AQ
Tel 07973 831877

Shire Cars Ltd

www.shirecars.com

01242861111
MOT & All make servicing centre
WE OFFER: FREE COLLECTION OF
YOUR CAR BOSCH
Diagnostics from £20:00
Car Servicing from £99:00
A1l mechanical work
Brakes |[Exhaust |A/C Regas
Welding | Batteries |Cambelts

gain Road Shurdington GL51 4XF

SERVICE

pposite The Bell




% SHURDINGTON

&:  NEWS
Beigqns®  Tel: 01242 862927
Your Friendly Convenient Store
Off licence, Newspapers, Lottery.

Fresh Fruit & Vegetables,
Household Goods & DIY
and a wide range of goods at competitive prices
Monday to Saturday 6:30am to 7pm

Sunday 7am to 6pm
2, The Yarnolds, Shurdington. GL51 4SH

SHURDINGTON GARAGE

SHURDINGTON
CHELTENHAM GL5I 4XJ
For
M.O.T.s
MO.T. Repairs
Mechanical Repairs
Servicing, Welding, Tyres
Exhausts and Batteries
Tel: 01242 862339
Open 6 days a week
Competitive Prices

ALY R
tor




MAINE PLUMBING AND
TILING

All Domestic Plumbing and Tiling catered for
Including Bathroom & Shower Installations,
Radiators, Taps, Leaks etc.,

Home & Garden Maintenance

Quality, Reliability and a Tidy Job Assured
Competitive Prices with a Friendly Service
Call Maine for Free Advice

And a no obligation quotation on

01242 521368

24hr Emergency

Mobile 07729 732756

JOHN HARTLAND

FIREWOOD LOGS & KINDLING
Delivered-small and large loads
07811 340975 01684 275859
www.glosfirewood.co.uk
Mobile firewood processing unit,
log splitting service,

GLOS FI REWO'OD tractor hedge trimming and bailing

GEC Cleaning Solutions Ltd

We offer weekly, fortnightly and spring cleaning
also tenancy and moving house.
£17 per hour. All cleaning supplies provided.
Ironing and laundry £1.25 per item bedding priced separately. Washing
and drying £7 per load.
Hangers and cover provided and recycled.
Please contact Gayle on 07921 910986 / 01242 863906




Beauty&
Theleacup

Cafe eHaireBeauty

Beauty and the
Tea-cup

Beauty, Hair and Tea Rooms all under one roof.
Take away, telephone orders, friendly & fun.
4 Yarnolds, Shurdington
07786 986002
Beautyandtheteacup.co.uk

Mowing the lawn getting difficult?
Give me a call on 01452 855660
or text me on 07541 573167.
Mowing, strimming, overgrowth cut back, fallen leaves cleared —
those jobs you hate doing.
Rob Poole, 11 Stansby Crescent, Churchdown.




* Locks, hinges and handles

WI N D O o R Structures and glass panes

l SNOD * Sealed units and glass replacements
; * Window and Door repair &
replacement

_~ HAVE YOUR WINDOWS STEAMED UP?7??

& We will replace your broken down units and
2 NOT the frames, saving you time, money
' and hassle.
<+ Find out how much you can save, get in
. touch with The Windoor Workshop to discuss
L

the options in more detail and get a quote
oday.

With over 35 years experience in the industry and covering the
whole of Gloucestershire, we deliver the best service at
affordable prices.

01242 358 019 | 07787148140

paul@windoorworkshop.co.uk www.windoorworkshop.co.uk

Bamfurlong Lane, Cheltenham,
GL51 6SL 01452 713124

’ flowers@dundrynurseries.co.uk
NURSERIES & GARDEN CENTRE www.dundrynurseries.co.uk

Your local family run garden
centre

2 ﬂl’ﬂl"llf 'I .

Visit us for home-grown bedding and vegetable plants,
locally sourced shrubs, trees & perennials,
houseplants & pots, a wide range of compost &

sundries and a varied selection of seeds

Open 7 days
7, @
‘\t)“ﬂf : ﬂ?/ Zdém)'((
89eren —PET SHOP—
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One of the most exciting activity centres
in the country with indoor and outdoor
aerial adventures for all abilities!

LOW & HIGH ROPES * FUN WALLS -« CLIMBING

Pop in to our welcoming CAFE BAR - indoor & patio seating -
range of delicious hot and cold drinks and food - perfect ‘pit
stop’ if passing by - neighbours, walkers and dogs welcome!

270 Climbing Park Bentham Lane, Witcombe,
Gloucester GL3 4UD
101242655 270 e w 270climbing.com

Polly’s Place — Up Hatherley [N
A Stylish, Comfortable Home from Home

Holiday Let

A beautifully presented detached house
Quiet road, with a south-facing garden
2 double bedrooms

New bathroom (Feb 26) with walk-in
shower

Downstairs WC

Complimentary toiletries

Sorry, no pets

Airbnb or direct bookings welcome

Ofes
P
e
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For more information, please contact Sarah
Phone 07751878076 Email saraheparfitt@yahoo.co.uk



