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Thoughts from the Vicarage 
 
We are now halfway  through our Easter 
season and  May brings a busy month of 
events and services. As in previous years  
Kelsall Churches  will be participating in the 
prayer resource  “Thy Kingdom Come.” 
TKC is a global ecumenical prayer 
movement that invites Christians around 
the world to pray from Ascension Day 14th 
to Pentecost on 24th May for more people 
to come to know Jesus.  
 
The theme this year is “God with us” and there will be 
prayer resources available in both Kelsall churches, so 
please feel welcome to pick up a booklet or come to our 
short prayer evening on Thursday 14th May 7.30pm  in St 
Philips to  find out more.  
 
Christian Aid Week takes place from 10th-16th May. Although we no 
longer have house to house collections, 
donation envelopes are available in both 
church buildings for those interested in 
supporting Christian Aid and its partner 
agencies. This year there is a particular 
focus on food poverty in the UK and 
reliance on food banks. 

 
 Did you know that Kelsall Churches  supports 
West Cheshire  foodbank with regular 
collections of items? There are boxes/ baskets 
in each church building , along with a list of 
food items needed. Just one tin or packet  
given regularly can make all the difference. So 

if you are coming to the service at St Philips on 10th May at 10.30am please 
bring an item from the list on the following website:  
 
http//westcheshire.foodbank.co.uk/give-help/donate-food/  Donate food | West 
Cheshire Foodbank  
 
Towards the  end of May, over the long  bank holiday weekend  we welcome 
Chester Folk Festival to the village and this year I am delighted that  
Bishop Mark, the Bishop of Chester will be joining us for The Festival service 
on Sunday 24th May in St Philips at 10.30am, which is also the Day of 

https://westcheshire.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
https://westcheshire.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/
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We commit to God’s everlasting care 
those who have died: 

From the Church Registers 

Arthur Worthington 
Funeral Service at St Philips Church 

followed by burial in the Churchyard 
on 27th February 2026 

James Roy Stubbs 
Funeral Service and Committal at Vale Royal  

Crematorium 
on 16th April 2026 

Pentecost. 
 
We will also be welcoming back “Close Quarters”  an acapella group  to 
perform their familiar folk songs, which were very popular last year. During 
the weekend both churches will be serving refreshments, so why not pop in 
and catch up with friends over lunch or coffee/tea/cake.  
 
As always please check the church diary, noticeboards, and social media for 
further information on any of our forthcoming services and events  over the 
next few months.  
 

With every blessing  
 
Revd. Susan  
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Kelsall Churches Website 
 
 
We are now using the Church of England‘s ‘A Church Near 

You’’ to host our website which is free of charge for us to use.  Revd. Susan 
uploads services information and updates the calendar at least once each 
month. 
 
To access the website either click the link below, copy and paste into your 
browser, or google/search for ‘A Church Near You Parish Finder’.  Clicking 
on the link then displayed should take you to a search box, type in your 
postcode and search.  A map will be displayed with the C of E churches in our 
area.  If you click on the icon in the middle of Kelsall the details for St. Philip’s 
will be displayed.  Although it’s shown as ‘St. Philip’s ‘ the website contains 
information for both our Churches Together. 

St Philip - A Church Near You  
 

WEEKLY NOTICES 
Kelsall Churches Weekly Notices are not being issued at the moment. 

 
We are now sending out an email to everyone on the email lists of both 
churches each Thursday that gives the details of the services on the following 
Sunday and at which church they are located. We will also send out periodic 
emails with details of special events and other urgent information. 

You will have already been sent the new emails, but it may be that your email 
system does not recognise the new email address and is putting them in your 
spam folder!  Please check that emails sent from ‘Kelsall Churches Together’ 
using the email address kelsallchurches@gmail.com are accepted. 

If you are having difficulties or have any questions or suggestions please 
email kelsallchurches@gmail.com and we will try and help. 

If you wish to unsubscribe from the weekly email there is a link at the bottom 
of the email that allows you to do this. 

Kelsall Churches Weekly Notice Sheet, Facebook 
page and Website—please read 

KELSALL CHURCHES FACEBOOK PAGE 
 

Also most weeks the Sunday services will be posted onto Kelsall Churches 
Facebook page. A poster of services for the month is also posted just prior 
to the start of each month and also sent out by email as above. 

https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/12587/
mailto:kelsallchurches@gmail.com
mailto:kelsallchurches@gmail.com
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Dates for your Diary  

  
See the Weekly Email or Facebook for any up to date 

additions or changes to the Diary 

Sat 2 StP 
(Lounge) 

8.30am First Thing on First  
Saturday Prayer Breakfast 

Sun 3   
StP 
StP 

KMC 

Easter 5 
9.00am 

10.30am 
10.30am 

  
Holy Communion 
No service 
Joint Worship 

Wed 6 StP 2-4pm Places of Welcome Cafe 

Thurs 7 KMC 
KMC 

10.00am 
12 noon 

Barney’s Buddies 
Community Lunch 

Sun 10   
StP 
StP 

KMC 
StP 

Easter 6 
9.00am 

10.30am 
10.30am 
1.00pm 

Christian Aid Week begins 
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
No service 
Holy Baptism (adult) 

Mon 11 10 The Pad-
docks 

7.30pm Number 10 Homegroup 

Wed 13 StP 2-4pm Places of Welcome Cafe 

Thurs 14 KMC 10.00am Barney’s Buddies 

Sun 17   
StP 
StP 

KMC 

Easter 7 
9.00am 

10.30am 
10.30am 

  
Holy Communion 
No service 
Joint Worship 

Mon 18 10 The  
Paddocks 

7.30pm Number 10 Homegroup 

Wed 20 StP 2-4pm Places of Welcome Cafe 

Thurs 21 KMC 10.00am Barney’s Buddies 

Sat 23 StP Times tbc Folk Festival Cafe 

Sun 24   
StP 
StP 

  
KMC 

StP 

Pentecost 
9.00am 

10.30am 
  

10.30am 
Times tbc 

  
Holy Communion 
Pentecost Worship/Folk Fes-
tival 
No service 
Folk Festival Cafe 

Mon 25 StP Times tbc Folk Festival Cafe 

Wed 27 StP 2-4pm Places of Welcome Cafe 

Thurs 28 KMC 10.00am Barney’s Buddies 
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 Sun 31   
StP 
StP 

KMC 

Trinity Sunday 
9.00am 

10.30am 
10.30am 

  
Holy Communion 
No service 
Joint Worship 

Wed 3 StP 2-4pm Places of Welcome Cafe 

Thurs 4 KMC 
KMC 

10.00am 
12 noon 

Barney’s Buddies 
Community Lunch 

Sat 6 StP 
(Lounge) 

8.30am First Thing on First  
Saturday Prayer Breakfast 

Sun 7   
StP 
StP 

KMC 
StP 

Trinity 1 
9.00am 

10.30am 
10.30am 
1.00pm 

  
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
No service 
Holy Baptism (child) 

Mon 8 10 The Pad-
docks 

7.30pm Number 10 Homegroup 

Wed 10 StP 2-4pm Places of Welcome Cafe 

Thurs 11 KMC 10.00am Barney’s Buddies 

Sun 14   
StP 
StP 

KMC 
KMC 

Trinity 2 
9.00am 

10.30am 
10.30am 
3.30pm 

  
Holy Communion 
No service 
Joint Worship 
‘Midsummer Music’ and af-
ternoon tea 

Mon 15 StP 7.30pm Deanery Synod 

Wed 17 StP 2-4pm Places of Welcome Cafe 

Thurs 18 KMC 
StP 

10.00am 
7.30pm 

Barney’s Buddies 
PCC Meeting 

Sun 21   
StP 
StP 

KMC 

Trinity 3 
9.00am 

10.30am 
10.30am 

  
Holy Communion 
Morning Worship 
No service 

Mon 22 10 The  
Paddocks 

7.30pm Number 10 Homegroup 

Wed 24 StP 2-4pm Places of Welcome Cafe 

Thurs 25 KMC 10.00am Barney’s Buddies 

Sun 28   
StP 
StP 

KMC 

Trinity 4 
9.00am 

10.30am 
10.30am 

  
Holy Communion 
No service 
Joint Worship 
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Wed 1 StP 2-4pm Places of Welcome Cafe 

Thurs 2 KMC 
KMC 

10.00am 
12 noon 

Barney’s Buddies 
Community Lunch 

Sun 5   
StP 
StP 

KMC 

Trinity 5 
9.00am 

10.30am 
10.30am 

  
Holy Communion 
Holy Communion 
No service 

Mon 6 10 The 
 Paddocks 

7.30pm Number 10 Homegroup 

Wed 8 StP 2-4pm Places of Welcome Cafe 

Thurs 9 KMC 10.00am Barney’s Buddies 

Sun 12   
StP 
StP 

KMC 

Trinity 6 
9.00am 

10.30am 
10.30am 

  
Holy Communion 
No service 
Joint Worship 

Wed 15 StP 2-4pm Places of Welcome Cafe 

Thurs 16 KMC 
KMC 

10.00am 
7.30pm 

Barney’s Buddies 
Partnership Enabling 
Group Meeting 

Sun 19   
StP 
StP 

KMC 

Trinity 7 
9.00am 

10.30am 
10.30am 

  
Holy Communion 
Morning Worship 
No service 

Wed 22 StP 2-4pm Places of Welcome Cafe 

Thurs 23 KMC 10.00am Barney’s Buddies 

Sun 26   
StP 
StP 

KMC 

Trinity 8 
9.00am 

10.30am 
10.30am 

  
Holy Communion 
No service 
Joint Worship 

Wed 29 StP 2-4pm Places of Welcome Cafe 

Thurs 30 KMC 10.00am Barney’s Buddies 
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Saturdays June 6th, September 5th 

Pentecost/ Folk Festival Weekend 23rd-
25th May 

 
The Bishop of Chester, Rt. Revd, Mark 

Tanner will be preaching in St. Philip’s on 
Sunday 24th May at the Pentecost/Folk 

Festival Service. 
 

Would you like a break from cooking this holiday weekend??? 
 

Kelsall Methodist Church will be serving 
refreshments 

plus 
St. Philip’s will be running their Open Café 

in the Church building.  
 

Look out for the weekly email, notices at the end of services, 
and check Kelsall Churches Facebook page for more 

information 
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St. Philip’s Flower Rota 
 
May 3rd  Avril Butler 
May 10th   Kath Roberts 
May 17th  Margaret Durbin 
May 24th  Mary Diggle 
May 31st  Lin & Alan Sensicle 
 
June 7th  Elisabeth Holmes 
June 14th  Volunteer needed 
June 21st  Avril Butler 
June 28th  Avril Bull 
 
July 5th  Volunteer needed 
July12th  Volunteer needed 
July 19th  Gillian Butler 
July  26th  Rachel Dickinson 

Sunday 10th May is our 
Christian Aid Service at St. 

Philips at 10.30am. 

We are inviting everyone to 
bring one item for the West 
Cheshire Foodbank, to the 

service if they are able. 
 

With thanks 
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Walking Group News 

The St. Philips Walking Group has had 
the best of the Spring weather for the 
last two walks; in March we walked 
from Alsager along the Salt Line, with 
a detour into the Borrow Pit Meadow 
nature reserve with signs of new life 
everywhere! We then returned along 
the Trent & Mersey canal to the 
Wilbraham Arms. 

  

The April walk started in Aldford 
village and followed a lovely 
green lane to Churton. We then 
returned alongside the River Dee 
as far as the magnificent Aldford 
Iron Bridge – part of the Duke of 
Westminster’s estate. 

Walks are usually between 5 and 8 miles, ranging from easy to 
moderate. The group has run for over 25 years but always welcomes 
new members with new ideas. 

The group is now coordinated by Stephen Corlett, so for more 
information please contact: admin@thecorletts.uk 

What’s been happening at 
Kelsall Churches 

mailto:admin@thecorletts.uk
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Lent and Easter at 
Kelsall Churches 

The Lent Retreat 
led by Revd. Susan 

and Avis Palmer 

Traditional Sung 
Evensong  

Led by John Diggle who 
is retiring as a Reader 

8th February 
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Holy Week and 
Easter 

Good Friday 
Walk of Witness 

Good Friday 
Stainer’s Crucifixion 

led by the Joint Churches 
Choir 

Easter Sunday 
Communion 
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North Cheshire Methodist Circuit News 

North Cheshire Methodist Circuit News 
can be found on their website 

North Cheshire Circuit  
Or search for  North Cheshire Methodist 

Circuit in your browser for lots of 
information and details of upcoming 

events and services across the Circuit. 

https://www.northcheshiremethodists.org.uk/
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Diocese of Chester News 

‘Threads through the 
Bible’—a major 

Exhibition at Chester 
Cathedral 
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Mission Partnership News 

CSCW  -  Chester Schools Christian Work 
 

The team in Chester continue their good work 
supporting pupils in the schools in and 
around the Chester area. They provide many 
regular input sessions including weekly 
mentoring for individual young people,  hope 
filled assemblies to hundreds of pupils, 

prayer spaces, and a safe space for a young person to be heard. 
 
Their objective is to inspire HOPE and UNLOCK POTENTIAL in the young 
people. 
 
St Philip’s has supported them financially for many years and will be 
doing so again this year. CSCW have said that they are particularly 
financially stretched at present and so in this year of 2026 they are 
inviting 26 people to donate £26/month to their fund for twelve months. 
So far they have about fifteen contributors and St Philip’s has agreed to 
donate an additional £(26 * 12)s to this appeal. 
 

Sue Hide       Brian Rischmiller 

Open Doors 
 
Our mission partner Open Doors 
are currently asking for prayer for 
peace in Iran and across the Middle East and that believers in Iran will continue 
to shine with the hope of the gospel and know God’s protection and care. 
 
They also ask that we give thanks that over 300 individuals have been convicted 
of terrorism charges in Nigeria, bringing about greater justice for the victims of 
attacks on communities, including many Christian-majority villages. 
 
If you would like any more information, please go to the Open Doors website, 
www.opendoorsuk.org. 

Geoff Roberts. 

http://www.opendoorsuk.org
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St Michael’s on Collins , Melbourne, Australia – 2015 
 
In the time that we were away from Kelsall, we spent 14 
months in Australia helping with IOFC at their 
Conference  centre in Melbourne. We felt a need to have 
a steady church to go to on Sundays, and we felt the 
need for a bit of a change from tradition. St Michael’s is 
set up as an inclusive, progressive, and active church in 
the City, renowned for it nurturing your well-being and 
society at large. We were drawn because of its attention 
to contemporary issues through its outreach talks, and 
its more liberal approach.  
 
It is a heritage listed church from the 19th century. It had 
been a congregational church but latterly in 1990 it merged into the St 
Michael’s Uniting Church.  
 
The incumbent preacher was an exiled Scot, Dr Francis McNab, who retired 
shortly after we left and passed away in 2023 at 91 years. He presided there 
for some 45 years from 1971 to 2016. In his way he was quite controversial 
because of the influence of his psychology and psychotherapy background, 
and his past  publication and promotion of an alternative and more positive 10 
commandments many years earlier. The Church was found welcoming for 
quite a wide range of demographics through its hospitality and outreach 
programmes. The services were quite informal with often lengthy addresses 
which one could recap online or via CD. 
 
While we were there, they ran a few midweek programmes which we were 
able to avail ourselves of. 
 
A SAGE programme (4 sessions) was developed by Dr McNab many years 
before to help prepare  the older congregation for the experiences of growing 
older, with its sometime challenges and upheavals. The purpose  is helping 
individuals  to build sustaining ongoing  positive lifestyles through the 
teaching. I think it did help us to negotiate our time away from home  and 
since. From my memory I think the main thrusts were to encourage you to  
keep your personal identity and independence as long as possible ,to keep 
your integrity, to keep an insight away from small things and more  into the 

©TripAdvisor 
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outside world, and through the use of quiet space and reflection to  help with 
the possible stresses of an ageing life. 
 
Another opportunity was a 5-week set of talks by a leading International 
Relations commentator shedding light on social, economic, environmental, 
and security challenges of our time, no less relevant today as it was in 2015. 
It opened up new ways to think about the past, and new possibilities for the 
future.  
 
Another feature of the Church was its attached contemplative space, easily 
accessible from the outside, called Mingary, meaning quiet place in Gaelic. It 
was introduced in 1999 as a peaceful sanctuary for all people for personal 
reflection and escape from the buzz of the city life and before or  after 
services .The theme was a rock, water, light and space.  A short spell in there 
would try to restore one’s strength and support recovery from trauma or 
tragedy, or simply for just finding healing or inspiration.   
 
We may not have had the depth of spiritual direction, or liturgy of the 
Anglican format, but we gained in  many other ways, and faith can be an 
adventure in trying new ways of God. The philosophy was not to find God, but 
to be found by God.  

Alan Sensicle 

By writing short articles for the 
newsletter? 

Perhaps a paragraph and photo from a 
meeting or event? 

Have you read a good book lately and 
would like to write a short review? 

Prayers/reflections for the Quiet Corner are 
very welcome.   

Send to kroberts18@talktalk.net 
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‘The Quiet Corner’ 
Our regular feature of poems and meditation 

passages 

Community News 

 

Kelsall & District GOOD COMPANIONS 
Programme is now organised by the  

Wellbeing Hub at 2.15pm on alternate Thursdays 
 

20th and 21st  

From the 

Lectio365  
Facebook page 
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Lunch@KMC  
1st Thursday of each month 

at 12 noon.   

A hot meal with desserts tea/

coffee.  £8 for adults,  children free.   

Next Lunches: Thursday May 7th, Thurs 4th June  

This is a lunch for the whole community and all 

are welcome.  Please invite your friends, meet 

up with old friends or make new ones. 

 

Sign up via the list in KMC Foyer 

 
 
 

Flicks in the 
Sticks is on its 
summer break 

and will be back 
in October 
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In the past few weeks Vale Royal Singers have enjoyed working on 
music for 2 completely different and very successful 
concerts.  The first was at Cotebrook, shared with La Fenice flute 
choir, and, in the week after Easter, a very rewarding and well-
attended concert of ‘Gems of European choral music’, which was 
part of the Wesley, Chester lunchtime concert series.  The choir 
produced one of the best performances they have ever given – 
most impressive!  

Do save the date for their summer concert, which will be at St 
John’s Church, Ashton Hayes, on Friday, 19th June at 7.30 pm (see 
page 13).Further details will be on our website and around both 
Ashton and Kelsall in due course.  

 Margaret Corlett 

News from Vale Royal Singers: 
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We welcome advertisements  

but inclusion of an advertisement  

in the Kelsall Churches Newsletter does not constitute 

endorsement by St. Philip’s PCC, Kelsall Methodist Church 

Council or the Newsletter Editors of the service offered.   

Local Services 
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 D M OWENS LTD 
                                   Est 1976 

 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 
Interior & Exterior work carried out 

Tel: 01978 854184 
Mobile:  07710 609481 

email:  dennisowens2@aol.com 

POPE FUNERAL SERVICES 
We are who we say we are 

An independent family business offering:- 

A 24 Hours Service, Dedicated Chapels of Rest 

Floral tributes, Catering, Prepaid Funeral Plans 

And a Complete Monumental Service  
17-21 Delamere St     39 Hartford Road 
WINSFORD      Davenham 
Cheshire      NORTHWICH 
CW7 2LX      CW9 8JA 
01606 863570     01606 47879 

Wallace Dutton    
 

Church Street, Kelsall 
 

Tel:  751355 
 

For quality meat at competitive prices. 
 

Deep freezer meat prices quoted.   
 

Orders delivered daily. 
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L & S PLUMBING LIMITED 

 
Ian Simpson AIPHE                 Gas Safe Reg 213295  

 
All aspects of plumbing and heating work undertaken. 

 
Friendly, reliable and honest local business. 

 
07793 752 324 

HAYCOCKS 

CHIMNEY SWEEPS 
 

Hetas Registered– All Flues Swept-Nests Removed-

Woodburners Fitted-Jackdaw Guards available-Fully 

Insured—Friendly Professional Service 

 

01948 820 006 

07966 157 658 

 

Family Business 

Established in 1987 

People help when they can, but 
sometimes you need support you can 

plan for. 

With Viva Assist you get dependable, planned visits from your 
dedicated ‘Day Brightener’. We offer company, help with light 

tasks, trips out and appointments. 
A friendly, trusted service that fits around your routine. 

 
Call 01244 350341 for a friendly chat. Or visit our 

website VivaAssist.co.uk for more info. 

http://vivaassist.co.uk/


31 

 

Kelsall Methodist Church     ‘All are welcome in this place’ 
 
Church Stewards 
Janice Aitken                     309281 
Ian Johnson                         261421 
Susan O’Connor                           751914 
Avis Palmer                                    751053 
 

Organists 
Margaret Corlett                                                                    752931 
Malen Johnson                                                                       261421 
 

KMC Council Secretary 
Janice Aitken                                                                           309281 
 

KMC Treasurer 
Mark Rainford                                                                        751677 
 

KMC Safeguarding Officer 
Janice Aitken                                                                          309281 
 

Junior Church 
Angela Harrop                                                                        752466 
 

Barney’s Buddies (pre-school) 
Ann Barnett                                                                            752576    
 

Lettings Secretary 
Lorna Hunt                                                                              759170 

Kelsall Churches Together Contacts List 
 

Ecumenical Minister for Kelsall Churches:  
.Revd Susan Banks 752639 

   e-mail:  kelsallchurches@yahoo.com 
Revd. Susan’s day off is Monday           
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Copy for August/September/October Edition to be received by  
Friday July 24th 2026 

St. Philip’s Church  ‘Connecting our Community with God’ 
 
St. Philip’s Churchwardens:  VACANT (Two vacancies) 
 
St. Philip’s Reader: 
Mr John Diggle        752608 
 
St. Philip’s Joint Directors of Music: 
Dr Martin Cook       07967 710004 /

choralcook@gmail.com  
Mrs Jill Robey       07718 895066  
 
St. Philip’s PCC Secretary: 
Martin  Smith        07538 902807 
 
St. Philip’s PCC Joint Treasurers:  
Mrs Anne Kershaw        751820 
Mrs Norma Nixey        751373 
 
St. Philip’s PCC Collections & Gift Aid Treasurer : 
Mr Brian Rischmiller        760548 
 
St. Philip’s Deanery Synod Representatives: 
Mrs Kath Roberts        752209 
  
St. Philip’s PCC Lay Chair    
Mrs Sue Hide        07890 661826 
 
St. Philip’s PCC Members 
Vicar,  Churchwardens, Lay Chair, Deanery Synod Reps, PCC Secretary, Joint 
Treasurers and also: 
Dr Mary Gaskarth  759048 Mrs Andrea Gray 07761 010944 
Mr Brian Rischmiller  760548  
 
JUNIOR CHURCH (Sunday School)  Contact the Ecumenical Minister 
 
St. Philip’s : Safeguarding Officer:    Dr Mary Gaskarth  759048 
Data Protection (GDPR) contact  Mrs Kath Roberts  752209 
Electoral Roll Secretary:   Mrs Sarah Davies 07582 486803 
Church and Church Lounge Bookings:  
      Steve and Danielle Clarke 07359 565620 
 
Kelsall Churches Website (via A Church Near You)    
Rev. Susan Banks  752639 Mrs Kath Roberts  752209 
 
Kelsall Churches Newsletter : (published quarterly in February, May, August 
and November) 
Copy to: Mr Geoff & Mrs Kath Roberts kroberts18@talktalk.net 752209 
Kelsall Churches Facebook page   Geoff & Kath Roberts 
        kroberts18@talktalk.net 752209 

mailto:choralcook@gmail.com

