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Welcome to the May 2026 edition of your United Benefice magazine. 

If you know anyone who would like to be added to our mailing list, please ask them to email 
UnitedBeneficeBMS@outlook.com or, for anyone who is not online, please phone 01254 937123. 
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Reverend Nathaniel’s welcome 

 
May is one of my favourite months, partly because it is the anniversary of me joining the Benefice. It 
is strange to think it has been almost a year since I was installed as vicar of the Benefice. The time 
has passed more quickly than I could have imagined, and it still feels like I am getting to know the 
area, people and communities. It has been a wonderful year, and I am sure is the first of many more. 
 
This anniversary is not the only reason I enjoy May so much. It is also the month of my Birthday. I 
normally don’t do anything extravagant for my birthday, normally some time with friends and family 
with a bit too much cake and food. For Birthdays, installations as incumbent (or when you have both 
at once), and other major events people normally send out invitations; to invite the people we care 
about to join in our celebrations. Invitations tell people what is happening, and give the offer to join 
in, to be welcome. 
 
Within our benefice there are many events to invite people to in May: the Church walking day, from 
Mellor Brook community centre to Balderstone Church; the Choir Fundraiser of Mellor’s Marvellous 
Musical Melodies; our Ascension Day service on 14th May; our weekly events like bell ringers, choir, 
Tuesday Eucharist; our monthly events like Little Angles and Mother’s Union meetings; and of course, 
our Sunday services. 
 
At the end of May, we will celebrate the feast of Pentecost, when the Holy Spirit came upon the 
disciples and they continued the work of inviting everyone to God’s love and peace. It is an invitation 
that is open to everyone, and as a Church, part of our being followers of Christ is to invite others, and 
welcome them when they come. As we (hopefully) continue to enjoy the sunshine and beauty of 
May, as we gather for Celebrations and regular event, as we meet on in prayer on Sundays, who can 
we invite to join us, how can we share Christ’s invitation and love? 

Annual Parochial Church Meetings 

 
The benefice APCMs are coming up. These are important meetings in the governance of our 
parishes.  At these meetings there will be reports on the church over the last year as well as the 
elections of PCC members and Church wards.   
 
Everyone is warmly welcomed to attend.  
 
If you are interested in servicing in the leadership and governance of the parishes as a PCC member 
or Church warden, please do speak to Nathaniel, or one our current PCC members, to find out more 
about what this will involve, as well as to get a nomination form if you wish to stand. 
 
If you would like to stand for election as a PCC member or church warden, or if you would like to vote 
in those elections, you will need to be on the Electoral Roll. 
 
The APCM dates are: 
• St Leonard’s Balderstone: 13th May at 7.00pm 
• St Leonard the Less Samlesbury: 17th May at 5.00pm 
• St Mary’s Mellor: 26th May at 7.00pm 
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United Benefice church services 

 Balderstone Mellor Samlesbury 

Sunday 3rd May 
9.30am 

Holy Communion 

4:00pm 
Evening Prayer said 
with recorded music 

11:00am 
Holy Communion 

Sunday 10th May 
11:00am 

Holy Communion 
9:30am 

Family Service 
11:00am 

Mission Praise 

Ascension Day 
Thursday, 14th May 

  
7:30pm 

Holy Communion 

Sunday 17th May 
11:00am 

Holy Communion 
9:30am 

Holy Communion 
4:00pm 

Reflective service 

Pentecost 
Sunday 24th May 

4:00pm 
Forest Church 

9:30am 
Mothers’ Union 

Holy Communion 

11:00am 
BCP Holy Communion 

Sunday 31st May   
11:00am 

United Benefice 
 Holy Communion 

 
We return to the normal rota system for Sundays in May. The pattern of Services can be seen in the 
table above. If you have any questions then please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
Rev Nathaniel 

Prayer diary 

Sunday 3rd May 
Lord God, help us to discern in ourselves and others, your call on our lives 
and the gifts that you have given in service of the Gospel. Amen   

Sunday 10th May 
 Jesus, may all leaders, lay and ordained, have a deep love of you and be 
grounded in prayer and the scriptures. Amen  

Sunday 17th May 
Father, we pray for healthy partnership working between lay and 
ordained within the Lay Majority Ministry Framework. Amen  

Pentecost 
Sunday 24th May 

Lord God, we give thanks for your Holy Spirit poured out upon the 
Church, help us use your gift to serve our parishes and community. Amen 

Sunday 31st May 
Lord Jesus, we pray that the vocations of deacons and priests will be 
encouraged, supported, and celebrated as they are deployed across this 
Diocese. Amen   
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United Benefice diary dates 

 

Fri 1st United Benefice Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 4:00pm 

 

Tues 5th United Benefice Communion at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 9:30am 

Wed 6th St Mary’s Choir Practice at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 6:30pm 

Wed 6th Bell Ringing Practice at St Leonard the Less, Samlesbury 7:30pm 

Fri 8th United Benefice Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 4:00pm 

Sat 9th 
Walking Day. Mellor Brook community centre to St Leonards, 
Balderstone 

2:15pm 

 

Tues 12th United Benefice Communion at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 9:30am 

Wed 13th St Mary’s Choir Practice at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 6:30pm 

Wed 13th Bell Ringing Practice at St Leonard the Less, Samlesbury 7:30pm 

Fri 15th United Benefice Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 4:00pm 

Fri 15th Mellor's Marvellous Musical Melodies at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 7:00pm 
 

Tues 19th United Benefice Communion at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 9:30am 

Tues 19th Mellor Mothers’ Union at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 7:00pm 

Wed 20th St Mary’s Choir Practice at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 6:30pm 

Wed 20th Bell Ringing Practice at St Leonard the Less, Samlesbury 7:30pm 

Fri 22nd PALS (Pupils Against LonelinesS at Mellor St. Mary’s School 1:30pm 

Fri 22nd United Benefice Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 4:00pm 
 

Tues 26th United Benefice at Communion St Mary’s Church, Mellor 9:30am 

Tues 26th Little Angels at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 2:15pm 

Wed 27th St Mary’s Choir Practice at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 6:30pm 

Wed 27th Bell Ringing Practice at St Leonard the Less, Samlesbury 7:30pm 

Fri 29th United Benefice Evening Prayer at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 4:00pm 

Sun 31st Baptism at St Mary’s Church, Mellor 1:30pm 
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St Leonards Church, Balderstone 

Forest School 

 
We were delighted to welcome Rev’d Sarah O’Donoghue, Diocesan renewal officer for Blackburn 
Diocese, to our Forest Church service. The theme of our service was Leading the way – very 
appropriate as Rev’d Sarah is part of the Leading your Church into Growth team. 
 
This Spring, we have had a mother duck nesting in our 
churchyard. She found a warm, sheltered place to build her 
nest inside a compost bin! We learned lots of interesting 
information about ducks such as the mother duck plucks 
feathers from her own breast to line her nest. She must lead 
her ducklings to find food.  
 

 
 
They instinctively follow her as they recognise her shape and call. The doting mother tries to keep 
them together by quacking up to 200 times a minute! We heard how Doris the duck, on David 
Attenborough’s Secret Garden, bravely distracted a hungry otter putting herself in danger to keep her 
9 ducklings safe. 
 
While our mother duck was nesting, we left her in peace. Going too close might have made her panic 
and leave the nest leaving it vulnerable to predators. Fortunately, the eggs have hatched and we 
hope that they are now enjoying life swimming in the brook. Consequently, we were able to visit the 
nest and see how beautifully it was constructed with twigs, leaves and feathers.  
 
We wanted to help our Balderstone birds with their nest building, 
so we hung an RSPB Woolie the sheep in our Butterfly, Bird and Bee 
garden to provide sheep’s wool, a great insulator for bird’s nests. 
 
In our Bible reading, we heard how Jesus described how a shepherd 
leads his sheep. Just like a mother duck with her ducklings, the 
shepherd cares deeply for his flock. He knows the name of each 
sheep. When he calls them into the safety of the sheepfold or leads 
the way to find food, the sheep follow because they know and trust 
him. In Jesus’ time the shepherd would lay down and act as a gate 
to keep them safe in the sheepfold. He would risk his own life to 
protect the sheep from wild animals and robbers. 
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Rev’d Sarah explained that Jesus used the image of the shepherd to show what sort of leader he 
would be. Jesus is the shepherd and we are the sheep. Jesus knows and cares deeply for each one of 
us. He wants us to listen to him and follow where he leads us. He calls us to follow him and avoid 
things that lead us away from him. He also used the image of the gate of the sheepfold. Jesus said 
that he is like the gate. Only he can give life in all its fullness. 
 

 
 
Time to sing and the words were perfect - “Shine.. You know me, you love me, you fill me, so send 
me!” The children enjoyed making invitations to Church Walking Day, Alpaca wool willow circles for 
nesting birds and everyone worked together to complete an RSPB 500 piece Birds of the Year jigsaw. 
Our chocolate nest cakes were extremely popular and our wonderful knitting group knitted more 
squares to make another blanket for International Aid.  

 
 
 
 
 
Our next Forest Church service 
will be on Sunday 28th June at 
4pm.  
 
Everyone welcome! 
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Balderstone & District Women’s Institute 

 
The Balderstone & District WI continue to thrive and be as active as usual! 

 
 The craft group have had a session on embroidery black work where 
you can actually use coloured threads too, and at another session 
some ladies attempted sugar paste craft, making arum lilies and sweet 
pea flowers which was enjoyable but quite complex. 
 
The monthly coffee morning at The Millstone is a great time to chat 
and we meet at 10.30 on the 2nd Thursday of each month. It’s a great 
opportunity for new members to get to know us better. 
 
 

 

We had a very interesting & informative talk from Roger Hussey, who returned from Lancashire 

Constabulary to continue to explain about how to protect ourselves from scammers. It gave us all 

much to think about and consider. One suggestion was to set up a family password to ask suspected 

scammers for, as they will be stuck to answer that, even if you don’t have one! 

 The  Strollers took the bus to Skipton where they had a wander and lunch.  

The  Walkers group are on the bluebell search at the end of the month in Spring Wood, Whalley, then 

they’re walking to Clerk hill, Nick of Pendle and back down via Wiswell with a picnic en-route during 

the 6 mile hike. 

Socially, we are planning to go to Piece Hall, Halifax and Queen’s Mill Museum in Burnley later this 

year. 

Balderstone Social Committee 

On Saturday 9th May, we will be holding our annual Walking Day. We’ll be meeting at Mellor Brook 

Community Centre at 2.15pm and setting off at 2.30pm to walk down to Balderstone School. 

This year, we’re delighted that Thwaites Shire Horses will be leading us down to school and 

Balderstone Brass Band will be meeting us there. 

There’ll be a short service on the playground and then refreshments and races on the field. 

We’ll be holding a raffle with some great prizes including vouchers for meals at Tiggis and The 

Bluebird. A big thank you to both these restaurants for supporting the event. 

Come along and join us for a wonderful community afternoon! 

Later in the summer, from 13th June to 11th July, it’ll be open gardens month in and around 

Balderstone. If you or anyone you know, would like to open your garden, please contact me. It 

doesn’t have to be perfect; it’s just a chance to come together and enjoy our beautiful surroundings. 

Funds raised will go to the charity Parkinsons UK and church. 

We look forward to seeing you at Walking Day! 

Sian Riddell Sianriddell1@gmail.com 
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Balderston St Leonard’s Primary School 

We are enjoying the Spring weather here at Balderstone. We have taken lots of our learning outside. 
Forest school activities continue to be a huge part of our curriculum offering, and it is even better 
when we get chance to toast marshmallows!  

 
 

It’s also great when we can get outdoors for science, art and even RE!  

   

Our Stewardship Squad have been busy making sure our school grounds and local area are litter free, 

and it is always exciting when members of our school family bring in baby animals to show us. It is 

great to celebrate God’s wonderful creation and we give thanks for all of the wonderful parts of his 

world. 
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Food for life  

We have achieved our Bronze Food for Life 

award. This is awarded for promoting healthy, 

sustainable food education. At Balderstone, we 

grow, cook and learn about where our food 

comes from, and the children have an active 

role in shaping their lunchtime experiences in 

school. The School Council have been fantastic 

at putting forward new ideas to make the 

lunchtime experience at Balderstone an 

enjoyable one.  

All the children in the juniors joined in with 

online farming workshops to discover more 

about how we get our food.  

We also took a group of children to the Fairtrade conference at County Hall to 

think about where some of our food is grown and how we can make informed 

decisions when buying products so that farmers receive a fair price for their 

hard work.  

 

Our latest Sporting Award  

We were delighted to receive this trophy for Equal access because of the 

opportunities we provide for girls to play football and enter football 

competitions.  

We love sports here at Balderstone and pride ourselves in being as active as 

possible and encouraging all of our children to participate in sports clubs and 

activities. 
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Mellor St. Mary’s 

Little Angels 

We enjoyed celebrating our 28th birthday this month with fun activities like passing the parcel, 
patting balloons, playing and sharing together, and cutting our birthday cake.  
 
As always, it was lovely to welcome our regular little angels: Charlotte and Henry, George and 
Clemmie, Harriet and Eddie and William.  This month, we were delighted to welcome Grace and 
Poppy as well as new baby, Darcy Jay. 
 
Charlotte and George were excited to share the news that they had received a golden ticket 
guaranteeing a place at St. Mary's school in September...a happy day. 
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Mellor Mothers’ Union 

The Mother's Union meeting on 14th April was opened by Christine Redwood who led prayers and 
our hymn which prepared members for the interesting evening of music to come.  
 
Christine introduced Judith Marr, who had put together a video of "Songs from Stage and Screen."    
The music ranged from 1955 up to the present day and included some all-time favourites along with 
a short section of the film.  The first song from the film 'South Pacific', which came out in cinemas in 
1958, showed the loveable character 'Luther Billis' (Ray Walston) singing "Nothing like a Dame" and a 
few members joined in.  
 
"Oklahoma", made in 1955, was the second film sequence shown and more people joined in with 
"Oh What a Beautiful Morning."  
 
The songs continued and Margaret Baldwin encouraged us to sing up so by the time "Mama Mia" 
and "Dancing Queen" were played, audience participation was at its height.   
 
Many other favourites were played for us and then we were indulged with the "Royal March of the 
Lion", the opening movement from "The Carnival of the Animals" and Rodrigo's Concerto from 
"Brassed Off".  The evening ended with members swaying and arms waving as "You'll Never Walk 
Alone" came on from the film Carousel and now adopted by Liverpool Football Club as their anthem.   
 
Jane Bury thanked Judith for a very lively enjoyable evening and said the music had evoked many 
memories for the members and then presented her with a bouquet of flowers in appreciation.   
 
Frances Jackson  
Deputy Roving Reporter 
 
The Mothers' Union "Wine and Cheese Evening" held on 10th April was a very friendly and successful 
event.  Our guest Sherri Lee added a little glamour and much entertainment to the evening which 
raised £697 to be divided between National and Diocesan MUs and Mellor PCC. 
 
We are very grateful to all who gave us so much support. 
 
Margaret Ashton (Mellor St. Mary's MU Branch Leader). 
 

Mellor's Marvellous Musical Melodies 

St. Mary's Mellor Church Choir invite you to come along and join in the singing at our Mellor's 

Marvellous Musical Melodies evening, at 7:00pm on Friday, May 15th.  There will be entertainment 

from the Church Choir, Day School Children, and Balderstone Brass Band. 

There will be Refreshments and a Raffle. Tickets £5.  Everyone will be welcome. 

The Card Ladies 

This month we have donated £25 to the North West Air Ambulance in memory of Terry Alderley, and 

we need to thank everyone who support our Easter event by buying so many of our cards and 

novelties. And of course, a big "Thank you" to everyone who made the lovely novelties for us to sell.  

We will shortly be making more donations in memory of some of our missed congregation members. 

The Card Ladies 

Jean Freeman  
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Mellor St Mary school 

When schools are so busy, it can be very hard to select a few of the amazing things that have taken 
place over the last few months to share with you.  So this month, in the style of Top of the Pops, I 
have tried to make up our own Mellor St Mary Top Ten, in both words and pictures! We hope you 
enjoy reading all about them. 
 

1: Let’s Go Sing – 
What an amazing 
event for our Class 3 
and Class 4 children 
who performed a 
variety of songs 
along with other 
schools at Blackburn 
Ice Arean in March – 
and it wasn’t even cold!  
 

2: Easter Eggs 
Competition. This 
year FOSMS, with 
the kind help of Mrs 
Metcalf, organised 
an Easter egg 
competition, which 
was great fun and a 
huge success. The 
variety of entries was vast, and Rev Nathaniel 
had a very hard job selecting the winning 
entries. 

3: Talent show - Well done to the winners of 
this year’s Mellor Talent Show, Hawa in KS1 and 
Bobbie in KS2. The variety of talent in our 
school knows no bounds and it is always a joy 
for our independent 
judges to watch all 
the acts and decide 
on their overall 
winners, which 
thankfully did not 
include the staff act!  
 

4: Chocolate Bingo - £410.30 was raised from 
our first ever Chocolate Bingo event where 100 
adults and children 
took their dabbers 
in hands hoping to 
win a chocolate 
hamper for either 
a line, two lines or 
a full house.  
 

5: Easter worship – We 
had a wonderful Easter 
worship in St Mary’s 
Church, kindly 
supported by Rev 
Nathaniel, where each 
class retold a section of 
the Easter Story, from 
EYFS rein acting Jesus 
riding on a donkey on Palm Sunday, to Year 6 
talking about the Resurrection on Easter 
Sunday, with all the other year groups 
performing songs, poems and words to reflect 
all the events in between 
 

6: Author visit – 
Year 5 and Year 6 
meet the Rev 
Richard Cole at 
Westholme to a 
chat about this new 
book ‘A heist before 
Bedtime’ as well as 
to answer questions 
about his life and 
career, including his 
stint as a pop star in the 1980s and his 
appearance on I’m A Celebrity Get Me Out of 
Here in 2024. All the children received a signed 
copy of his new book, which they can’t wait to 
read. 
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7: Charity fund 
raising – this 
year we have 
continued to 
support 
Blackburn Food 
bank and have, 
over the period 
of Lent, donated 
20.5KG of foods and goods which is on top of 
the 44KG already donated to them this year. As 
well as this, we have raised £1526 for Children 
in Need and just over £200 for Comic Relief, 
through a non-uniform day, as well as £150 for 
the British Legion selling Poppy merchandise 
and £180 for Save the Children by wearing 
Christmas Jumpers.  
 

8: Sporting events – This year, we have been 
busy attending Ribble Valley competitions and 
events such as new age curling, gymnastics, 
glow dodge ball, athletics, Panathlon, netball, 
football, cross country and swimming. We are 
also particularly proud of being recognised as a 
fully inclusive school, where children with 
additional needs are selected to represent us in 
most of these events too. As always, we might 
not win 
every event 
we enter, 
but our 
children 
have a very 
good time 
trying 
 

9: History training – The teaching staff having 
been having lots of ‘educational fun’ with the 
trainers from Lancashire’s Heritage Centre, 
learning all about how to develop our children’s 
awareness, skills and interests through 
historical enquiry skills. They have even learnt 
how to act out all the key periods of history 
from the 
beginning 
of time to 
the 
present 
day in 2 
minutes 
flat.   
 

10: PALS – Our 
final PALS event of 
this academic year 
will be talking 
place on Friday 
22nd May. Thank 
you to all those 
who have turned 
up each term to 
support us, and if 
you haven’t been 
yet, then we look forward to meeting on the 
22nd. Remember, if you live on your own, or 
would like some company for the afternoon, 
then please come along to make some new 
friends both young and old.  
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St Leonard the Less, Samlesbury 

 
Love Stories: Real people whose love of God enables them to make a significant difference to other 
people’s lives. 
 

Janet Wilson. 
 
Janet Wilson grew up on the South coast of England and 
became a Chrisitan when a friend invited her to church when 
she was 13. She has always loved reading and dreamt about 
stories that she could write. As she grew up, she studied English 
and became an editor for a publishing house in London so 
moved there. 
 
When her children were small, she looked for good Christian 
stories that were relevant to the world today and found that 
they were few available. So, she thought someone ought to do 

something about that! But time went on with the business of life until in 2003 her first husband died 
suddenly and things changed. Janet realised that God was asking her to write and publish Christian 
stories for children and that, as life could be limited, she had better get on with it. 
 
So, she set up Dernier Publishing (https://dernierpublishing.com/), 
beginning with her own novels, so she didn’t ruin anyone else’s stories 
while she was on a sharp learning curve! Now there are eight authors 
and lots of exciting titles – all with an element of faith mixed in.”  
 
Janet also started a training course through the Write For a Reason 
Academy where she helps and supports new writers perfect their 
stories for publication. She is also the Chair of Trustees for Europe for 
Media Associates International. 
 
“MAI became a voice and a means, with God’s grace and goodness, to help gifted Christians produce 
culturally relevant magazines, books and literature for readers in their own lands,” co-founder and 
first MAI President Bob Reekie said. “Materials that grow from the soul and soil of each culture can 
begin to address the issues, concerns and priorities of readers.” 
 
Writing for children and teens is a challenge in today’s world, but particularly for Christian fiction. It is 
a simple thing to do, to help children to explore their faith by buying and giving them books to read, 
especially for our church school libraries. In this way they can consider issues at their own pace and 
those stories may stay with them for a long time. 
 
I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. I Corinthians 3:6. 
 
Pam Daunton 
 
  

https://dernierpublishing.com/
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Dernier Book Club 

 
Be quick, and it’s not too late to join the Dernier Book Club, at the special offer of 13 months for the 
price of 12! 
 
If you’re thinking you’d love to buy Dernier books, but don’t quite know where to start, the Book 
Club will totally cut the overwhelm! 
 
Every month you will be sent a book from across the Dernier range to read and pass on – not only 
will it be a delightful surprise for you every month, but after reading it, you will know exactly who to 
pass it on to! 
 
I’ve said this before, but giving a Christian book to a child is like taking them to Jesus, for him to bless 
them. What happens between them is beyond our control! But let’s by all means take as many 
children to Jesus as we can. 
 
Right, that’s my three things – Michele Guinness’ commendation of Memory Makers, the Book Club, 
and the Ways to Inspire Your Kids to Read document. 
 

 
  

https://ec4213e9.click.convertkit-mail4.com/75uvmlrnkgc8h65rok5uzhw4lxo76bnhqmoz/owhkhqhwdr4w4luv/aHR0cHM6Ly9kZXJuaWVycHVibGlzaGluZy5jb20vcHJvZHVjdC9kZXJuaWVyLWJvb2stY2x1Yi8=
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United Benefice Community News and Events 

 

Mellor Village Hall 

Regular Classes and Groups at Mellor Village Hall 
 
If you are interested in any of the following activities, please click on the link below to find out more 
about the regular classes and groups at Mellor Village Hall. 
 

Girl Guides - Knit and Natter - Line Dancing - Singing - Indoor Bowls - Walking Netball 
Walking Football - Dog Ways - Genjitsu - Badminton - Mellor Tots - Aerobics - Games Night 

Yoga - Ukulele Lessons - Arts and Crafts - Balderstone Brass Band - Saturday Café - Pickle Ball 
 

https://www.mellorvillagehall.org.uk/classes-groups 
 

 

Samlesbury Area Civic Society 

The Civic Society would like to confirm that the society will again in selling our home-grown 
tomatoes from the little table next to the Memorial Hall. This year we have extended our range of 
tomatoes and also confirm that they will be sold at the same price as last year, (only £1.50 per plant.)  
 
As last year all the sales of these plants will go to help us run the community garden and make the 
hanging baskets around the Hall. It is only with your help that we can continue to do this. 
 
Should anyone want to come and help us, please contact John Evans 07962 121 678 or John Greaves 
07910 235 256, when you would be made very welcome. 
 

  

https://www.mellorvillagehall.org.uk/classes-groups


United Benefice Magazine – May 2026 

Page 19 of 21 
 

United Benefice Contacts 

St Leonard’s Church, Balderstone 
Churchwardens: Mary Shorthouse – mary.shorthouse@outlook.com – 07880 715 547 
 Ryan Dixon – ryandixon466@gmail.com - 07976 323 221  
PCC Secretary: Kathy Evans - kabelliveau@btinternet.com 
Treasurer: Keith Roberts 
Headteacher: Victoria Gow - 01254 769 150 
 
St Mary’s Church, Mellor 
Churchwardens: Sarah Lees - sarahlucy93@hotmail.co.uk - 07450 295 417 
 Lloyd Brown – 07714 791 256 
PCC Secretary: Ann Doolan - anndoolan@btinternet.com - 07969 047 984 
Treasurer: Mary Brown – 07832 625 646 
Headteacher: Jo Embley-Peers - 01254 812 581 
 
St Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury 
UB Licensed Lay Minister: Canon Pam Daunton - 01772 877 017 
Churchwardens: Paul Daunton - 07979 496 499 
 John Eastham - 01772 877 076 
PCC Secretary: Dr Nick Buckley – nickb2505@gmail.com - 07542 762 941 
Treasurer: Gaynor Dockerill - 07563 262 784 
Co-Headteachers: Lucy Sutton & Louise Quayle - 01772 877 200 
 
United Benefice 
Administrator:  Andrew UnitedBeneficeBMS@outlook.com 
Vicar:  Nathaniel Gilmour rev.n.gilmour@gmail.com - 01254 937 123 

Useful Website Links 

 
Our United Benefice https://www.facebook.com/BMSBenefice 
 
St Leonard’s Church, Balderstone https://www.facebook.com/balderstonestleonards 
 https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11534/ 
 
 https://www.facebook.com/mellorparishchurch 
St Mary’s Church, Mellor https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11535/ 
 https://www.mellorparishchurch.org/ 
 
St Leonard the Less Church, Samlesbury https://www.facebook.com/stleonardlesssamlesbury 
 https://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/11517/ 
 
Blackburn Cathedral  https://blackburncathedral.com/ 
 
Mellor Brook Community Centre  https://mellorbrook.org/ 
 
Mellor Village Hall  https://www.mellorvillagehall.org.uk/ 
 
Samlesbury War Memorial Hall  https://www.samlesburymemorialhall.co.uk/ 
 
Whalley Abbey  https://www.whalleyabbey.org  
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Magazine Adverts 

For full contact details of the businesses listed below, please view their adverts in our two advert 
supplements. 
 
An advert costs just £25 for 12 months. 
 
To join our community of advertisers and place an advert, please contact the United Benefice Office 
by emailing unitedbeneficebms@outlook.com 
 

A&G Chimney Sweeps  07944 099 871 
Absolute Enigma Studio  07817 398 494 
Andrew Ball Plumbing & Heating Ltd  07817 844 002 
Balderstone Logs  07976 323 221 
Ben Lewis Tree Services  07843 018 973 
Bowland IT Support Services  01254 947 082 
Bowland Vets  01254 311 311 
Canberra Fitness Centre  01254 765 084 
Community Ukes  01254 813 210 
C P Simm Fencing & Landscaping  07807 337 717 
Creations Gardening Services  07950 242 171 
Crochet Classes & Tuition with Keely Robertson  07904 590 552 
D.J. Worcester Chimney Sweep  01772 616 467 
Evabel Sundecks  01254 813 089 
Fabric Box  07712 413 904 
Fired 4 U (Paint, Pottery and Clay Studio)  01772 203 060 
G.Cross Agricultural Engineering Ltd  07802 278 525 
GO Driver Training  07931 316 109 
Hair By Amy Campbell  07770 238 258 
Hatha Yoga – Live Yoga UK with Blair  07511 591 880 
Heritage Café at Samlesbury Hall  01254 812 010 
Hoghton Contractors: David Devaney  07887 843 085 
Hoghton Village Vet  01254 782 737 
Home Care Mellor  01254 689 981 
Homewise Society: Home Improvements Handyperson 01254 232 249 
Hoze-It Power Cleaning Services  07841 348 290 
Ian Wilde Independent Funeral Directors  01772 902 345 
James L Knowles Electrician  01772 877 469 
Let’s Foster Carers (Mike Dixon)  07855 963 740 
Lilac Tree Interiors at Holland House Garden Centre  07714 794 623 
Mellor Brook & District Community Centre  07436 271 153 
Mellor Plant UK  01254 812 937 
Mellor Pharmacy  01254 812 999 
M J Barton Contractors  07999 711 926 
M W Holdsworth Builder & Property Repairer  07970 200 371 
My Adventure Campers  07383 449 449 
N & T Construction  07503 053 375 
North West Autocare  01772 314 873 
NSS News  01772 455 421 
Old Oak Farm Nurseries Garden Centre  01254 852 065 
Pennine Service Station Ltd  01254 812 715 
Peter Whalley Plasterer  07709 673 310 
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Pete’s Sports Massage  07584 655 855 
Preston Garden Services Ltd  07855 974 540 
Promedica 24 Care At Home  01254 411 004 
Red Rose Insurance Solutions  01254 790 796 
Ribble Home Surveys  07764 490 589 
Right At Home Carers  01254 658 899 
Samlesbury Secure Dog Run  07798 575 750 
Stones Young Estate Agents  01254 682 470 
Stove Installer  07787 858 585 
Stuart Taylor International Ground Care & Trailers  01254 813 175 
Taylors Chippy  07999 192 884 
T.Forrest Pet Food  01254 852 873 
The Old Coach House Antiques and Interiors  07598 878 498 
The Retro Bungalow  01254 852 723 
The Wilpshire Clinic  01254 246 144 
Tiggis Italian Restaurant  01254 769 133 
Wherry Gardens – Bespoke Garden Maintenance  07508 455 694 
Wilpshire Dental Clinic  01254 205 529 
W.M.Alty & Sons Ltd: The Alty Funeral Service  01254 503 240 
X-Press Ironing Services  07712 413 904 


