 A Short Service for Use at Home at Pentecost

The love of God has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us.
Thanks be to God! Alleluia! Alleluia!

Confession

What God has prepared for those who love him,
he has revealed to us through the Spirit;
for the Spirit searches everything.
Therefore, in penitence we open our hearts to the Lord,
who has prepared good things for those who love him.

Pause for quiet reflection

You raise the dead to life in the Spirit.
Lord, have mercy.
You bring pardon and peace to the broken in heart.
Christ, have mercy.
You make one by your Spirit the torn and divided.
Lord, have mercy.

May the God of love and power
forgive me and free me from my sins,
heal and strengthen me by his Spirit,
and raise me to new life in Christ our Lord.
Amen.

The Collect of Pentecost Sunday

God, who as at this time
taught the hearts of your faithful people
by sending to them the light of your Holy Spirit:
grant us by the same Spirit
to have a right judgement in all things
and evermore to rejoice in his holy comfort;
through the merits of Christ Jesus our Saviour,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.
	Amen.
 
Bible Reading from The Acts of the Apostles Chapter 2

When the day of Pentecost came, 
the disciples were all together in one place. 
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind 
came from heaven 
and filled the whole house where they were sitting. 
They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire 
that separated and came to rest on each of them. 
All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit 
and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.
Now there were staying in Jerusalem 
God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. 
When they heard this sound, 
a crowd came together in bewilderment,
because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 
Utterly amazed, they asked: 
“Are not all these men who are speaking Galileans? 
Then how is it 
that each of us hears them in his own native language
We hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!” 

For the word of the Lord, thanks be to God.

Responsory

As we wait in silence,
fill your people with your Spirit.
As we listen to your word,	
fill your people with your Spirit.
As we worship you in majesty,	
fill your people with your Spirit.
As we long for your refreshing,
	fill your people with your Spirit.
As we long for your renewing,
	fill your people with your Spirit.
As we long for your equipping,
	fill your people with your Spirit.
As we long for your empowering,
fill your people with your Spirit.


Prayers

Generous God, 
we thank you for the power of your Holy Spirit.
We ask that we may be strengthened to serve you better.
Lord, come to bless us…and fill us with your Spirit.

We thank you for the wisdom of your Holy Spirit.
We ask you to make us wise to understand your will.
Lord, come to bless us…and fill us with your Spirit.

We thank you for the peace of your Holy Spirit.
We ask you to keep us confident of your love,
wherever you call us.
Lord, come to bless us…and fill us with your Spirit.

We thank you for the healing of your Holy Spirit.
We ask you to bring reconciliation and wholeness
where there is division, sickness and sorrow.
Lord, come to bless us…and fill us with your Spirit.

We thank you for the gifts of your Holy Spirit.
We ask you to equip us 
for the work which you have given us.
Lord, come to bless us…and fill us with your Spirit.

We thank you for the fruit of your Holy Spirit.
We ask you to reveal in our lives the love of Jesus.
Lord, come to bless us…and fill us with your Spirit.
 
We thank you for the breath of your Holy Spirit,
given by the risen Lord.
We ask you to keep the whole Church, 
living and departed,
in the joy of eternal life.
Lord, come to bless us…and fill us with your Spirit.

Generous God, 
you sent your Holy Spirit upon the disciples.
In your mercy fill us with your Spirit.
hear our prayer,
and make your people one in heart and mind
to serve you with joy for ever. Amen.  
Add your own special prayers…

and then spend a few moments 
remembering those with whom you share
in our church services…

then pray the following… 

Prayer of Blessing

May the Spirit,
who hovered over the waters when the world was created,
breathe into us all the life he gives.  Amen.

May the Spirit,
who overshadowed the Virgin 
when the eternal Son came among us,
make us all joyful in the service of the Lord. Amen.

May the Spirit,
who set the Church on fire upon the Day of Pentecost,
bring the world alive with the love of the risen Christ. Amen.

And may the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be with us always. Amen.

A few moments of silence…then…
 
Filled with the Spirit’s power,
may we live and work in the light and peace of Christ. 
Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!








Pause for Thought…

The Bible Reading for this service, from Chapter 2 of the Acts of the Apostles, tells the exciting, amazing and powerful story of what happened when the promised Holy Spirit burst in on the lives of Jesus’ eleven remaining disciples and sent them out into the city streets telling 
everyone they could about the love of God and the work of salvation 
he accomplished through the life, death and resurrection of the Lord Jesus.

As Acts unfolds, we see how the Spirit’s presence turned those frightened, grieving, confused men into power houses of mission and ministry 
and started to use them to turn the world upside down.

How we wish God’s Holy Spirit would get to work through us in our day – turning us and all his people into a mighty force of witness like the first disciples – actively, noisily and constantly telling others about Jesus 
and what he has done for us and for them! 
If only today’s Church and today’s Christians could be like the first disciples we read about in Acts!
 
But think for a moment about those two great Pentecostal symbols 
of wind and fire…

Does the wind always come as a rushing, mighty force – 
like a hurricane or a tornado? 
No of course not. 
Think about how beautifully refreshing and peaceful a gentle breeze can be on a hot summer’s day…
(not for nothing is the word for spirit in both Greek and Hebrew 
exactly the same as the word for wind and breath…)

Does fire always come as a raging inferno?
No of course not.
Think about how gently warming and comforting and settling 
the last glowing embers of a log fire can be just before you head for bed…

Just as there are many gifts of the One Spirit, 
there are many different ways in which the life and power and work 
of the Spirit are manifested in the lives of God’s children… 




Like the first Christians inspired by the wind and fire of the Spirit, 
some of us make a lot of noise about it, shouting the good news 
from the rooftops and in the streets…

Some of us show the Spirit’s power in works of quiet devotion 
and service and prayerfulness.
 
Some of us rush about like a hurricane doing great things for God…

Some of us just seem to breathe out the Holy Spirit in our offering 
of peace and refreshment and gentleness toward those around us.

Some of us are visibly, obviously on fire for God and burning with the desire to spread the Gospel and bring others to know and love Jesus… 

Some of us do just that through the gentle warmth of an attractive, welcoming and comfortable personality 
- just glowing with Spirit’s fruit of love.

All of these are manifestations of the indwelling, enriching, empowering 
Holy Spirit of God…
God’s Church of today needs them all 
– just as it always has.
God’s Church of today needs noisy, dynamic, fiery Christians
 – just as it always has.
God’s Church of today needs quiet, prayerful, peaceful, glowing Christians – just as it always has.
God’s Church of today needs Christians who can display both extremes 
– and all points in between – as the Spirit leads and inspires 
– just as it always has.
God’s Church of today needs every one of the gifts and fruits 
the Holy Spirit brings into and out of the lives of the faithful 
– just as it always has.

The important thing is that we all make use of the power of the Holy Spirit 
which is at work within us and through us
– in whatever ways and in whatever place we are called to serve – 
to help bring to fruition the great task with which Jesus entrusted us 
- the continuation of HIS mission 
to reconcile the world with God -
his Father and ours. 
