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ST. NICHOLAS’ CHURCH,                                                                                                           

BRADFIELD 

Founded 1109, rebuilt 1480                                                                  

Grade 1 listed building 

 

Dear friends, 

Welcome to the May-July edition of our church magazine. The 

last few months have been busy for us as a church. Our Easter 

services were a chance to immerse ourselves in the Easter 

story, reflecting on the events leading up to Jesus’ death and 

resurrection, and what that means for us. This year, I was 

particularly drawn to the tension his closest friends would have 

lived through and the emotional journey those few days were. 

A recognition for us that our experiences in our lives are valid 

and real, and we especially shouldn’t moderate those which are 

painful for us.  

On Sunday, 26th April, we held a Vision Sunday exploring the 

vision for the church and the details of the Revitalisation 

Project launching in the next few months. I shared how the 

church seeks to be a place where all can Encounter God, 

Belong together, and Love Bradfield. A vision I hope will join 

what has happened in the past and look ahead to the future 

with hope. Our Kitchen and Toilet project is progressing to plan, 

and we look forward to welcoming you to use our facilities in 

the near future.  I do hope you enjoy the contents of the 

magazine and all that we have going on in the life of the church. 

Rev Will  



Sunday Services at 10.30am 

The pattern of Sunday services each month is 

usually as follows, excepting some special days: 

1st Sunday:   Common Worship 

2nd Sunday:  All Ages Service 

3rd Sunday:  Holy Communion (BCP) 

4th Sunday:  Common Worship 

5th Sunday:  Holy Communion (BCP  

      (BCP – Book of Common Prayer  

Special Dates to note: 
 

Sunday  24th May    

                  Annual Whitsing 2-4pm in Dungworth 

Village Hall (Old Band Room).  Sing the glorious 

Whitsuntide songs. 

                  Tea, coffee, cake and licensed bar available. 

 

Thursday 4th June   

                11am St.Nicholas’ MU Branch Centenary 

Further information under MU programme 

 

Saturday 13th June 

                 2pm at Bishopcroft. Bishop’s Garden Party 

set in beautiful gardens. 



Friday 19th June 

                       “Making Music around Bradfield”     - 

an evening celebrating local singers and musicians     

7pm in  St .Nicholas’ Church.  More details to follow. 

 

Saturday 20th June – 27th June:   

                         Bradfield Festival of Music 

Website:  https://bradfieldfestivalofmusic.co.uk 

 

 

FROM THE PARISH REGISTER:  

We offer our sympathy, love and prayers to the 

families of the following: 

       Church Service followed with Cremation 

                 27th January 2026   Barbara White  

                 14th April 2026        Jean Gray   

        Interment of Cremated Remains 

                 31st March 2026     Paul David Ogle 

                 16th April 2026       Kathleen Mary Trendell 

  

https://bradfieldfestivalofmusic.co.uk/


 

 

 

 

  
 

Martin Johnson Opticians 

• Optomap©  Retinal Exam 

• Designer Frames and 

Sunglasses 

• Specialist Lenses 

• Friendly Personal Service 

• On-site Laboratory 

• Dedicated Staff 

• Full range of contact 

lenses 

• Laser Surgery Advice 

Sheffield 0114 233 2600 

13 Middlewood Road 

Hillsborough, Sheffield S6 4GU 

 

ASHTON  ALARMS 

Intruder Alarm Installations 
All Alarms Serviced 

and Repaired 
Fire Alarms and CCTV 

 

9 Gilpin Street 

Sheffield S6 3BL 

Please ring 0114 275 6335 

Email: 

enquiries@ashtonalarms.co.uk 

www.ashtonalarms.co.uk 

 



 

  



Pilgrimage 

Pilgrimages have been rediscovered recently! 

Not so many people hold to the Medieval idea of Pilgrimages 

being a way of suffering for your sins anymore – bare feet and 

crusts of bread!  

But lots are discovering the joy and renewal of spending time 

with God outdoors surrounded by nature, solitude and the 

ancient rhythm of simply walking. Just as the founders of 

Monasticism discovered, time spent in a place away from the 

distractions of everyday life can give us space to process 

concerns and to find new hope and vision. 

A Pilgrimage is different for everyone and depends a lot on 

what you bring to it. It might be a question, a joy to be 

celebrated, a grief, a sense of something new around the 

corner to be explored, or something you are not at all aware of 

when you start!  

One approach is to take what you want to explore to God at the 

beginning of the Pilgrimage, and through walking, prayer and 

reading, see where your thinking goes and new insights God 

gives you as you journey. Another is simply to walk, watch, 

enjoy and see what comes to mind. Bill and I started our first 

Pilgrimage, along St Cuthbert’s way to Holy Island, only three 

weeks after the end of my chemotherapy and for me, it was 

literally, walking back into life. 



Preparation is part of the package and brings the joy of 

anticipation, physically and spiritually. You are both responsible 

for yourself and reliant on God.  

Building up fitness to be able to carry a pack ten miles over the 

ups and downs of rugged country; checking that you can deal 

with the emergencies – a down- pour of sleet out of nowhere, a 

swollen river, a twisted ankle, the Pub not doing food tonight! 

It is all vital! 

But alongside knowing God is with us in the challenges, are 

those shafts of radiance as we discover Him in the delights: 

enjoying the comradeship, someone new who comes across 

our path, a bank of wild- flowers or the opening up of a view; 

something laid down, a fresh perspective or a renewed vision. 

Or just the enjoyment of the outdoors. 

 Pilgrimage is about the journey: not the achievement. Opening 

up to all it brings will mean you will end up in a different place 

to the one you started from, in all kinds of ways. 

HOWEVER:  if Pilgrimage is a journey which helps you process, 

finding renewal and end up in a new and better place… you 

don’t necessarily need to walk far to do one!  

• It could be just a saunter round the block, chatting to 

God as you go, listening to His voice as you return.  

• It could be journalling through a problem; processing 

your tangled thoughts and bringing in new insights as 

they occur.  

•  A finger labyrinth* can be a Pilgrimage.  



• It could be so simple as fifteen minutes spent with God 

at the beginning of the day – bringing the day’s 

concerns to Him, reading a bit of Scripture and taking 

something which spoke to you in it into the day ahead. 

Enjoy the journey! 

St Patric’s Blessing: 

“May the road rise up to meet you,  

may the wind be always at your back,  

may the sun shine warm upon your face,  

and may God hold you in the palm of His

 hand.” 

Acknowledgements, further resources and ideas: 

*Try Pilgrimage  www.trypilgrimage.org.uk 

 Small Pilgrim Places Network 

www.smallpilgrimplaces.org  

British Pilgrimage Trust - www.britishpilgrimage.org 

The Peak Wesley Way Guidebook: 

info@peakwesleyway.com 

  

http://www.trypilgrimage.org.uk/
http://www.smallpilgrimplaces.org/
http://www.britishpilgrimage.org/
mailto:info@peakwesleyway.com




CHURCH WARDENS REPORT 2025/2026 

Welcome to you all. At last we have a new permanent priest 

being the Revd. Will Gowers and his family. We hope this will 

lead to exciting new times for our Church. He will be bringing a 

graft of people from Wadsley Church to increase our 

membership and we hope you will welcome and include them 

in the life of our Church. We wish him and his family all the best 

and hope they will settle in and have a happy life in Bradfield. 

We will continue to have the support of Revd. Sara and Bill 

Goodman and Revd. John Barratt. Sara will continue to spend 

time with prayer meetings and planning children's activities. 

At the present time Carol Leichert, Mary Sheldon, and Sandra 

Barrand continue to be responsible for weddings, funerals and 

baptisms respectively and we thank them for their work. 

Thanks to Roy Chamberlin and the choir, Sidespersons, Flower 

arrangers and coffee makers. Our thanks to the Deputy 

Wardens Sandra Barrand and Jane Gregory. Jane is also our 

Treasurer and we thank her for her considerable contribution 

to the Church administration especially on the kitchen project. 

Finally our thanks to our Verger Elaine and members of the PCC 

for all their support. 

As you will note work on the new kitchen and toilet is finally 

underway and our thanks to Josie Bird and Mary Sheldon who 

have expended considerable time and effort in seeing the plans 

come to fruition. The completed project will be dedicated to 

the late Sandra Gardner whose initiative started this project 

many years ago. 



The following events have taken place during the year:- 

June - Music Festival 

August - Parish picnic at the Rectory (Will and family joined us 

for the first time) 

September - Commissioning of Revd. Will. 

October - Macmillan coffee morning. Barn Dance and Harvest 

Festival 

November – Ploughman’s lunches. Remembrance service. 

Coffee Morning. 

December - Handbell concert, Carols by Candlelight, Christingle, 

Midnight Service. Christmas Day Service, Favourite Carols. 

Administrative Matters (Certificates issued where applicable) 

Heating serviced. Lighting tested. Pat testing. Alarms.  

Sadly, this is our last report as John and I are both standing 

down. Whilst this is a joint report it would be remiss of me not 

to record the substantial and dedicated contribution made by 

John in the day to day running of our Church for which we are 

extremely grateful. We wish the new wardens every success. 

God bless. 

John Barrand and Judy Hodson 

 



Presentation to Retiring Churchwardens: 

Mr. John Barrand, Mrs Judy Hodson and Mrs Sandra 

Barrand have now retired from their roles as 

Churchwardens and Deputy Churchwarden 

respectively.  In recognition and appreciation of their 

long and dedicated service, they were presented with 

flowers and tokens after our Sunday service on         

26th April.   We wish them a very happy retirement.   

Flower Group 

20th May    2pm in Church  

                  Your own choice and talk about MU    

flowers. 

                   

 3rd June 10am in Church to decorate for MU 100 

years celebration. 

17th June   2pm in Church. Take decorations down.  

15th July    2pm in Church.   

                  Roses in your favourite container. 

 

19th August 2pm in Church     

                   An arrangement incorporating something 

                   to do with the seaside.  



a 

 

  

      The Old Horns Inn 

        Towngate                  

       High Bradfield 

      Sheffield S6 6LG 
 
        Tel:  0114 285 1207        

        Email:   theoldhorns@aol.co.uk 

       Website: www.theoldhorns.co.uk 
 

 

THE BRADFIELD 

CRICKET CLUB 

LOW BRADFIELD 

Join us on Saturday or 

Sunday afternoon to watch 

cricket. 

 
We also have Junior 

and Ladies’ Teams. 

All welcome to come and 

play. 

Contact Mick Bocking 

07711292455 

 

 

CRICKET VIEW 

STORES AND POST 

OFFICE 

LOW BRADFIELD 

For your shopping 

basics 

or a tasty snack in 

our friendly café. 
 

Hot and Cold Drinks 

Fresh Sandwiches, Lovely 

Cakes & Pastries, 

 Ice-cream and Treats. 

 

 

mailto:theoldhorns@aol.co.uk
http://www.theoldhorns.co.uk/


MOTHERS UNION PROGRAMME 2026 

We are meeting in the mornings as often as possible so that 

members who have school run commitments can join us.  

We hope that this change of time will enable young Mums to 

join us too.  If you can, come along at 10.00am before the 

10.30am meetings to share refreshments and fellowship. 

Thursday 7th May   10.30am   Sheffield Cathedral Archer 

Project 

Thursday 4th June   11am      St. Nicholas’ Branch Centenary 

                                                      and Ecclesfield Deanery Festival 

Thursday 2nd July   10.30am   Sheffield Women’s Aid 

 

Saturday 25th July    2pm     Mothers’ Union 150th 

Celebration Picnic at St. Mary’s, Ecclesfield.   

Please bring a chair or blanket to sit on. 

 

Other meetings and events:  
Sunday      May 10th             At 3pm  

High Green MU are celebrating their 100th birthday.  

Saturday   June 13th           2pm at Bishopscroft.  Bishop’s 

Garden Party set in beautiful gardens. 

 

On Thursday 4th June, 11am in St. Nicholas’ Church, 

this Branch is celebrating 100 years of Mothers’ Union in 

Bradfield, also 150 years of MU worldwide.  The service of 

celebration will be led by Sheffield Mothers’ Union 

Chaplain, Father Richard and our Revd. Will. Gower.  



Note for your diary:  

Sunday 9th August    2pm     Mary Sumner Day – Service at 

Sheffield Cathedral followed by picnic.   

 

The Mothers’ Union is a Worldwide Christian organisation: 

One Worldwide family: growing in faith, living in action and 

united in fellowship. Founded 150 years ago, this year 2026 

we are celebrating the life of our founder Mary Sumner and 

the humble beginnings of this wonderful charity.  

                                          

Who was Mary Sumner? 
Mary Sumner was not a Queen; she was not a celebrity; she 

was not a preacher; she was simply a Mother – who 

understood the power of prayer. 

Born in 1828 she was the wife of an Anglican Priest living in 

England. As a young mother, Mary struggled with raising her 

children and often felt inadequate, but instead of giving up, 

she turned her weakness into prayer, and from that humble 

place, something powerful was born. 

In 1876, Mary gathered women together to pray for their 

children and support one another in motherhood.  That 

small gathering later became the Mothers’ Union, a global 

movement of 4 million members that now supports families 

in over 80 countries.  

Mary Sumner’s message was simple but strong: the heart of 

a nation begins at home. When mothers pray, families are 

strengthened. When families are strengthened society is 

transformed. Today, millions of women proudly wear the 

Mothers’ Union Brooch not as a badge but as a symbol of 



prayer, service and family unity.  Mary Sumner’s legacy 

reminds us that you don’t need a loud voice to change the 

world - you only need a praying heart, so when you see the 

Blue and White Brooch it represents a woman who believed 

that mothers who pray can shape generations, 

Membership of the Mothers’ Union is open to men and 

women, all who have been baptised and support our vision 

and mission. Whoever you are, you have a valued place in 

our MU family.  

 

If you would like to be part of something fulfilling and 

rewarding and would like to find out more, please have a 

look at the display board on the wall in Church, take a leaflet, 

and programme of Branch meetings.  

On Mothering Sunday two new members, Rev. Sara 

Goodman and Maureen Ingham were enrolled and 

welcomed into Bradfield Branch.  We pray their lives may be 

enriched in this loving organisation. 

2026 is also a special year for Bradfield Mothers’ Union as 

we celebrate 100 years, on the 4th June at 11.00am in St. 

Nicholas Church.  You are all invited to a service of 

thanksgiving for the Worldwide Mothers’ Union, for our 

branch and all that has been achieved by past members.  

Also to pray that we may continue to bring transformation, 

love and hope into the lives of families in our communities 

and around the world.   

The Mothers’ Union was featured recently on BBC1 Songs of 

Praise from Liverpool Cathedral meeting inspirational 

members whose faith motivates them to show God’s love 



and care.  Our Branch has a varied programme of meetings 

and events, organises and enjoys social events raising money 

for MU worldwide projects, and also supports local charities 

in the Sheffield Diocese.  We need to share our work and 

service with others, and let them know how relevant we are 

in 2026. We are changing lives! Would you like to join us and 

join MU? 

With Love, 

Mary (Sheldon)        

 

 

 

Church Draw 

February 

 113 Chris Connelly 

 267 David Hague 

 307 Ethan Marshall 

March 

 185 Jill Ogley 

 145 David Walker 

 124 Glenis Turner 

April 

 149 Jim Reynolds 

 247 Sandra Barrand 

 188 James Shepherd 

  



  



A Happy Band of Pilgrims……… 

Revds. Sara and Bill Goodman had decided to walk the Wesley 

Way – routes which had been taken by John Wesley to spread 

Methodism to the Peak villages. Whilst Bill and Sara were ready 

to take on the walk over four days, those in our Church 

congregation were unable or disinclined to accept the 

challenge.  However, there was a small number of us who 

decided to accept their offer to join them on part of their 

journey.  We would walk from Calver to Baslow by the River 

Derwent – an easy stroll with no hills to tax us! 

Our pilgrimage began at All Saints’ Church in Calver where we 

gathered to bring together some thoughts about our walk and 

the changes that would take place at St. Nicholas’ in the coming 

months. Then we were off!  A short walk over a bridge and we 

were in fields, away from traffic noise and the busyness of 

other people.  It was not long before we could feel an uplifting 

sense of calm in the countryside. The weather was fine and 



warm, the scenery was beautiful and we could enjoy company 

or quiet interludes as suited each of us.   Occasionally, we 

gathered in a group to cross a stile or admire the bank of 

bluebells, smell the wild garlic or watch the wagtails and heron 

by the river. Psalm 23 came to mind. 

As we crossed the bridge 

into Baslow, we could 

see St. Anne’s Church 

and here we gathered 

again for a quiet, 

reflective time with 

prayers.  

After refreshments at 

the Pavilion Café, most of us made our way back along the 

route we had come, leaving behind Sara and Bill to spend the 

night in the Methodist chapel.  

When we joined the Pilgrimage, I think it is fair to say that it 

was not something we would have done without the 

opportunity and encouragement provided by Revds. Sara and 

Bill.  Nevertheless, what we experienced was a wonderful 

feeling of fellowship, a time for reflection, and spiritual 

refreshment.   Perhaps we all need more times like this! 

Elizabeth Walker 

. 

 



 



Water 

Now that summer is coming and warmer days are 

ahead, many of us think about taking holidays or days 

out by the sea, especially if we live in urban areas. It 

seems that being by the sea can lift our spirits and give 

us pleasure.  We are drawn to water, whether it is a 

pond in the park, a stream to paddle in, a river, lake or 

reservoir to fish or sail on. 

 Water is of great significance in the Bible and is 

central to the ministry of Jesus.  The first event in the 

River Jordan is the baptism of Jesus as described by 

Matthew, Ch.3 v.13 – 17.  As a sign of willingness to 

enter into a life with Jesus, we now have the 

ceremony of Baptism where water is used to mark 

that commitment.    It is on the shores of Lake Galilee 

that Jesus began his ministry by calling the first 

disciples to follow him.   Several of His disciples were 

fishermen, whose livelihood depended on the lake. It 

is astonishing that these fishermen left the lake to 

begin a new life in which they would become” fishers 

of men.” (Mark1 v.16 – 20).  

 When Jesus was invited to a wedding at Cana in 

Galilee, we see the first indications of Jesus’ power to 



perform miracles. At the wedding feast, the wine runs 

out but with some persuasion from his mother, Jesus 

changes the water in six stone water jars into wine. 

(John Ch2).  After this, there are many occasions when 

Jesus shows his powers and ability to rescue a 

situation.  

One evening, after Jesus had spent some time alone in 

a boat, he finds the shore filled with people who had 

been following Him.  Knowing that they were tired and 

hungry and it was late in the day, He enables the 

disciples to feed the five thousand with five loaves and 

two fishes. (Matthew 14 v15 -21)   Soon after this, He 

tells the disciples to go out in a boat to the other side 

of the lake and wait for him.  When Jesus goes to join 

them, He walks on the lake to reach the boat which is 

a considerable distance from the shore. In Mark 4 v35 

-41 there is an account of a similar incident though the 

emphasis is on the amazing power of Jesus to control 

natural elements as He calms “a furious squall” which 

causes the disciples in the boat to be afraid of 

drowning. This reminds us that as well as the 

pleasures we have of being by the sea, it can also 

make us aware of how small we are in this world when 



we see the vast area of water and distant horizons 

over which we have no control.  

Water is essential to our life and well-being. As we 

spend our time by water, it is worth thinking about the 

accounts in the Bible which show the power Jesus had 

to calm situations and bring the comfort and 

reassurance which is so often lacking in our lives.  

                  E W.  

 

Kitchen Update 

The kitchen area is now set out and new flooring is being laid 

across the rear of the Church.  A toilet is in situ but not yet 

usable.    We are looking forward to more differences in the 

next few weeks.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 



The Church Prayer Group 

Here at St Nicholas’ there is a Church Prayer Group 

that meets every fortnight on Wednesdays at 12.15 

for a short time. We usually meet in church where 

there is a space, the vestry being the place whilst the 

kitchen work continues. 

We are small in number but faithful in prayer! Anyone 

from the Church family is very welcome to join us. 

Prayer topics range from all Church matters, personal 

and family needs to prayers for the community of 

Bradfield and the world. 

Faithful and regular prayer support for our church is 

vital when it focuses on unity, spiritual growth and 

protection and blessings for our leaders and workers. 

Prayer for Church members and new people joining us 

on Sundays is very important as is prayer for all the 

children in our church family. We all pray in the way 

we feel comfortable whether that is out loud or in 

silent prayer. 

Please consider joining us even if it is just once a 

month.  

Gill Vallance 



 

 
 

 
KEVIN’S CARPETS 

Carpets supplied, Fitted, 

Refitted 

All Accessories Available 
 

Over 40 Years’  

Experience 
 

Please ring on 

0114 270 1647 

or 

07780 948 284 
 

Many Samples to choose from 

Samples brought to your Door 

for you to choose at Home 

And, of course, Free 

Measuring 

 



 

 



CHURCH ORGANISATIONS AND CONTACTS 

Mothers’ Union:          Mrs M. Sheldon         0114 2862791 

Choir:                    Mr R. Chamberlin      01226 792580 

Flower Group:       Mrs E. Marshall         0114 2851243 

Gift Aid &                     Mrs. J. Gregory    07710 478923 

Envelopes 

 

Coffee Rota       Mrs J. Bird                 0114 2862059 

 

Bellringing:      Mr J. & Mrs N. Marples         07557 880513 

Handbells:       Dr. J. Panniker – bradfieldhandbells1 

                                                                        @gmail.com 

Friends of Bradfield Church   

 Mrs N. Marples          07557 880 513 

 Mrs J. Gregory               07710 478 923 

www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Bradfield-Church-

324144512301117 

Website: https//evoice.org.uk/friendsofbradfieldchurch/ 
 

www.achurchnearyou.com/bradfield-st-nicholas 

www.facebook.com/stnicholas.bradfield 

www.instagram.com/stnicholas1480 

Info@bradfieldchurch.org 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Bradfield-Church-324144512301117
http://www.facebook.com/Friends-of-Bradfield-Church-324144512301117
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/bradfield-st-nicholas
http://www.facebook.com/stnicholas.bradfield
http://www.instagram.com/stnicholas1480


 

Your Family  

Funeral Director  

of Choice  

1/13 Camping Lane 

Sheffield S8 0GB 

Tel: 0114 – 2745508 

E-mail: info@gandmluntltd.com 

www.funeralservicessheffield.com 

Martyn and his team aim to take all the worry away 

from making funeral arrangements at what is a 

difficult and emotional time. They believe small details 

matter and work hard to ensure all wishes are carried 

out. Funeral arrangements can be made in the comfort 

of your own home or, if you prefer, you can visit the 

office.  

mailto:info@gandmluntltd.com
http://www.funeralservicessheffield.com/

