Bible Readings and Weekly Notices for the
Parish of St. Peter’s, Great Totham.

Sixth Sunday of Easter — Rogation Sunday
Sunday 10th May 2026

Diary for Week Commencing Monday | Ith May 2026

Mon 11 09:30 Private Function in the Church Extension
Mon |1 13:45 Service following Cremation at St. Peter’s
Mon |1 17:30 ‘Rainbows’ in the Church Extension

Tue 12 09:30 Private Function in the Church Extension
Wed 13 10:00 Baby Signage Group in the Church Extension
Wed 13 10:30 Bible Studies Group at the Honywood

Wed 13 19:30 Gt.Totham Community Choir in the Church Extension
Thu 14 10:30 Edward Bear in the Church Extension

Fri 15 10:00 ‘Knit and Natter’ in the Honywood

Fri 15 10:00 Baby Signage in the Church Extension

Fri 15 13:45 Mothers Union Meeting at The Honywood
Fri 15 19:45 Great Totham Bell Ringing Practice

Sun 17 10:00 Family Communion and Sunday Club

Sun 17 18:00 Evensong via ‘“Zoom’ Contact Sue Godsmark

Forthcoming events:
Sat 23 May 10:00 Coffee Morning in The Honywood

DONATIONS
To donate to St Peter’s Church: Scan the QR code;

make a BACS payment to St Peter's Church Great Totham
(sort code 20-54-30, account number 20882739),
send a cheque (payable to ‘St Peter’s Church, Great
Totham’) to |17 Goat Lodge Road CM9 8BU or use the
link on our website:
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6657




Collect.

God our redeemer, you have delivered us from the power of darkness and brought
us into the kingdom of your Son: grant, that as by his death he has recalled us to life,
so by his continual presence in us he may raise us to eternal joy; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading Acts [7.22-31

22 Then Paul stood in front of the Areopagus and said, ‘Athenians, | see how extremely
religious you are in every way. 2 For as | went through the city and looked carefully
at the objects of your worship, | found among them an altar with the inscription,“To
an unknown god.” What therefore you worship as unknown, this | proclaim to
you. 2 The God who made the world and everything in it, he who is Lord of heaven
and earth, does not live in shrines made by human hands, % nor is he served by human
hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself gives to all mortals life and
breath and all things. 2 From one ancestor he made all nations to inhabit the whole
earth, and he allotted the times of their existence and the boundaries of the places
where they would live, ?” so that they would search for God and perhaps grope for
him and find him—though indeed he is not far from each one of us. 2 For “In him we
live and move and have our being”; as even some of your own poets have said, “For
we too are his offspring.” % Since we are God’s offspring, we ought not to think that
the deity is like gold, or silver, or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination
of mortals.**While God has overlooked the times of human ignorance, now he
commands all people everywhere to repent, *' because he has fixed a day on which
he will have the world judged in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed, and
of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.

This is the word of the Lord. - Thanks be to God.
New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA)

Second Reading [ Peter 3. | 3-end

3 Now who will harm you if you are eager to do what is good? '* But even if you do
suffer for doing what is right, you are blessed. Do not fear what they fear, and do not
be intimidated, '® but in your hearts sanctify Christ as Lord. Always be ready to make
your defence to anyone who demands from you an account of the hope that is in
you; ' yet do it with gentleness and reverence. Keep your conscience clear, so that,
when you are maligned, those who abuse you for your good conduct in Christ may
be put to shame. '” For it is better to suffer for doing good, if suffering should be God’s
will, than to suffer for doing evil. '8 For Christ also suffered for sins once for all, the
righteous for the unrighteous, in order to bring you to God. He was put to death in
the flesh, but made alive in the spirit, '? in which also he went and made a proclamation
to the spirits in prison, 2 who in former times did not obey, when God waited
patiently in the days of Noah, during the building of the ark, in which a few, that is,
eight people, were saved through water.




2l And baptism, which this prefigured, now saves you - not as a removal of
dirt from the body, but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ, 2 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of
God, with angels, authorities, and powers made subject to him.

This is the word of the Lord. - Thanks be to God.
New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA)

Gospel John [4. 15-21

Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N.

Glory to you, Oh Lord

The Promise of the Holy Spirit
I5°lf you love me, you will keep my commandments. '¢ And | will ask the
Father,and he will give you another Advocate, to be with you for ever. 7 This
is the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither
sees him nor knows him.You know him, because he abides with you, and he
will be in you. '8l will not leave you orphaned; | am coming to you. ?In a
little while the world will no longer see me, but you will see me; because |
live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will know that | am in my Father,
and you in me, and | in you. 2! They who have my commandments and keep
them are those who love me; and those who love me will be loved by my
Father; and | will love them and reveal myself to them!

This is the Gospel of the Lord - Praise to you, O Christ.
New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA

There are many people who undertake small tasks which help to run St Peter’s.
We now need some roles to be covered and would be very grateful you would
consider doing this. Please speak to Karen 701621 892122 or Helen
01621 891067 for further details.
Compiling and maintaining the church and extension cleaning rotas.
Joining either (or both) cleaning rotas (training given and all equipment
provided)!
Serving refreshments after the 10am Sunday service (about once a month).
Joining the rota of sides persons who ‘meet and greet’ people coming into
church.



The Prayer for Peace in the World
Almighty God, from whom all thoughts of truth and peace proceed; kindle in
the hearts of all people the true love of peace; and guide with your pure and
peaceful wisdom those who take counsel for the nations of the earth; that in
tranquillity your kingdom may go forward, till the earth is filled with the
knowledge of thy love; through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen.

Leading your church into growth - a prayer.
God of mission, who alone brings growth to your church, send your Holy
Spirit to give vision to our planning, wisdom to our actions, joy to our worship,
and power to our witness. Help our church to grow in numbers, in spiritual
commitment to you, and in service to our local community, through Jesus

Christ our Lord. Amen.

In your prayer’s this week please include:
Our ‘Friendship Church’ - Bragernes Kirke, Drammen, Norway.
John Gladdish, Andrew Marsden, Nina Pearce
Those who have recently died and their families:
Bob Herring, Terry Jenkins, Peter Roast

PARISH CONTACTS
Benefice Administrator: 307908 776750
Rosie Pollock: DLoffice.blackwaterbenefice@gmail.com
Diocesan Safeguarding Team: 701245 294444
D<safeguarding@chelmsford.anglican.org
Parish Safeguarding Representative: Vacancy
Churchwarden: Vacancy

Notices: If you wish to include any item on the weekly ‘Notices’ please
contact Chris Munton E-Mail D<Adcmmunton@ukmm.com 7501621 891817
who also maintains the consolidated diary for the Church, Church Extension
and The Honywood.

Please inform ALL bookings to avoid the possibility of any conflicts.




