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 May 2026 

 St Nick’s, Allestree & St Paul’s, 

Quarndon Newsletter 

Maundy Thursday Chrism Eucharist at Derby 
Cathedral 

Each Maundy Thursday our 
diocese gathers at Derby 
Cathedral for the Chrism 
Eucharist. In simple terms, this is 
a special service of Holy 
Communion at which the oils used 
across the diocese are blessed. 
These include oil for healing, oil 
for baptism, and chrism—the oil 
used to anoint people as a sign of 
their calling to serve God in 
particular roles. Representatives 
from every church take these oils 
back to be used in their own 
parishes throughout the year. 

There is something deeply symbolic about this. When we 
sign the cross on someone being baptised, we are using the 
same oil as every other baptism candidate across the 
diocese. The same is true when we pray for healing or 
anoint someone near the end of their life. These oils are a 
tangible reminder that we are part of something much 
bigger, baptised into the whole family of God, not just the 
particular church where we worship. 
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As these oils are blessed we often  reflect on the past year: 
who has been prayed with using these oils, the moments of 
joy and sorrow they have marked, and how they may be 
used in the year ahead. 

During the service, all clergy and Readers (people who are 
not ordained but are trained and authorised to lead services) 
renew their commitment to serve God and the parishes they 
support. We were delighted to be accompanied by Revd Lee 
Martin and Revd Phyllis Bainbridge, members of our 
wonderful Reader, retired Reader, and clergy team (see 
photo). 

It was also a real honour to see Zac, a pupil from The 
Curzon School, signing with the choir. The Curzon School is 
part of Derby Cathedral’s Music in Schools programme, 
which provides quality musical education through whole 
class singing sessions. The choir regularly performs in 
church services, and pupils also take part in a celebration 
concert at the Cathedral. Zac enjoyed this opportunity so 
much that he went on to join the Derby Cathedral Junior 
Choir. This has helped him develop his musical skills and 
given him the chance to sing at several major services 
across the city. It was a real privilege for us to attend the 
Maundy Thursday service where he was singing. I (Sarah) 
also took the opportunity to have a photograph taken in our 
robes at the Cathedral Music School (see photos shared 
with parental permission). 

Rev Sarah & Rev Rachael  
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Handmade Tote Bags Now Available at St Nick’s 
 

The St Nick’s Sewing Group have been busy once again. 
Following the great success of their beautiful handmade 
lavender bags, the group have now turned their talents to 
producing a range of stylish and practical tote bags. 

These handmade tote bags are available at the rear of St 
Nick’s Church while stocks last. Each one is lovingly crafted, 
making them ideal for everyday use or as a thoughtful gift. 

Donations are welcome, with all proceeds supporting the 

ongoing work of the church. Thank you for your continued 

support 
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2026 Church Electoral Rolls 

Every year in the run up to the APCMs, each church needs to 

complete an electoral roll of members.  Unlike last year, we only have 

to note changes so, those who wish to be added or removed.  If you 

signed up last year and wish to remain a member, you do not need to 

do anything. 

 

This year's Rolls will be completed as below: 

St Paul's between the 12th and 25th April  

St Nicks between the 19th April and 2nd May  

 

Please let Katy Davies (St Pauls) or Jan Calladine (St Nicks) know if 

you want to be added or removed from the roll during the above 

times.  Forms will be at the back of both churches.  

 

Advanced notice: The APCMs are: 

10th May for St Pauls 

17th May for St Nicks. 
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Extra Worship opportunities  

Fancy a mid-week communion service? Or an early evening 

service? 

St Edmunds, Allestree have a Communion service 10.30am 

every Wednesday. 

The Evening Service (Evensong) at 6 pm on a Sunday 

alternates between St Edmunds and St Matthews, Darley 

Abbey, and always follows the Book of Common Prayer. 

This months 6pm services are: 

Visit: 

www.stedmundsallestreeandstmatthewsdarleyabbey.co.uk 

for more information on upcoming services.  

 

 

 

Sunday 3rd May St Matt’s: Evensong led by Melonie 

Hambly 

Sunday 10th May St Ed’s: Choral Evensong led by the 

Choir 

Sunday 17th May St Matt’s: Choral Evensong led by 

Rachael Brooks 

Sunday 24th May St Ed’s: Choral Evensong led by David 

Anderson 
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Upcoming dates:17th May & 14th June. 
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Social media 

For those of you who regularly use social media why not 

give us a follow? Our social media accounts are updated 

weekly with information on services. All events are 

highlighted and photos shared where possible. 

If anyone would like to be involved/star in any videos for 

social media highlighting ongoings in either church please 

contact Emma in the office.  

Search:  

                                    www.facebook.com/stpaulsquarndon 

                     www.facebook.com/stnicksallestree 

                      stnicks_ Allestree 

                      stpaul_quarndon 

 

 

Baptism and Confirmation 

Rev Sarah and Rev Rachael will be running sessions for 

those who are considering being baptised and/or confirmed. 

If you would like more details or would like to attend please 

speak to either Sarah or Rachael. Thank you. 
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Large car park on site 
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Would you like to help out at the very 

successful Play n Praise which is for 

preschoolers and their adults @ St 

Nicks on a Tuesday morning (term time 

only).  

We are looking to set up a team of 

volunteers on a rota. You would not be required every week, 

but every 4-6 weeks.  

If you would like to know more, why not pop along on a 

Tuesday 9.30-11am and meet the current team and families 

who attend? Coffee and cake available. 

Online donations @ St Nicks 

We have a QR code for online giving for 

those tech savvy people amongst us 

who feel more comfortable giving in this 

way.  

St Nick's and St Pauls are committed to safeguarding 

children, young people and adults from harm. We follow the 

House of Bishops guidance and policies and have our own 

Parish Safeguarding Officers (PSO). Our Diocese of Derby’s 

safeguarding pages contain vital links and information 

including contacts for the Diocesan Safeguarding Advisor 

who advises our PSO. If you are concerned that a child or 

adult has been harmed or may be at risk of harm please 

contact the PSO’s by email: psostnicks@outlook.com or 

psostpauls@outlook.com 

mailto:psostnicks@outlook.com
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Church Prayer @ St Nick’s 
 
Pre-church prayer takes place in the chapel from 9.30am 
to 9.45am on a Sunday morning. We pray for the service to 
follow and anything else the Holy Spirit prompts us to bring 
to our Father. 
 
Church prayer will be held on the 4th Wednesday of the 

month in the Chapel or on Zoom depending on the weather. 

This month will be: 

 
 27th May at 7.30pm 

 
 
Contact Graham if you are interested 
in joining us in prayer. 
 

St Nick’s Prayer Circle 

St Nick’s have a prayer circle as part of their pastoral care. 

We have now set up a WhatsApp group so that prayer 

requests can be relayed more quickly than ringing each 

individual member. There is still provision for those who 

prefer to hear by phone. Please rest assured you are being 

covered in prayer. 

If you would like to be added to the prayer circle, 

please get in touch with the church office. 

For more details, please see the poster at the back of  

St Nick’s. 
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Prayer Requests: 
 
Please pray for:- 
 

• For those that are unwell and unable to get out at this time.  

• For those currently in hospital or attending medical appointments. 

• For the Play n Praise families, Youth Group and the planned 

changes for September.  

Pastoral Care Update. 

Are you going through a difficult time at the moment and 
would like some emotional, spiritual or physical help? Then 
please let Clare Stacey know. 

 
For various understandable reasons, many people find it 
difficult to reach out and ask for help but if you are aware of 
anyone who is struggling at the moment, please let us know. 
It could include for example, help with shopping, a home visit 
or merely a friendly chat on the phone. If we don’t know, then 
it’s difficult to help. 

 
We are part of your church family and have been DBS 
checked and have completed the Diocesan Safe Guarding 
Training. 
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If you are looking to organise a baptism or would like to get 
married or celebrate a special anniversary with the renewal 

of wedding vows at St Nicks or St Pauls please 
contact: stnicksallestree@outlook.com to arrange all life 

event services. 
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Polite notice to St Nick’s congregation, hall hirers and visitors. 

Please could everyone be mindful when parking on the roads 

surrounding St Nick’s and be considerate to residents. In particular 

ensure we are not parking across driveways and allow residents space 

to reverse in and out of their drives. 

Thank you all as always for your support and kindness. 

Newsletter Information -  Deadline! 
 

Please be aware that the deadline for any news you’d like to be included in 

the next Newsletter is the 20th of the month before. 

Handy Contacts for both churches:         

Church Office Emma Patterson      Contact: 01332 550431. 

 Office Email:  stnicksallestree@outlook.com      
 
Children’s and Youth Leader Rachel Kennedy 
Email: stnicksCYL@outlook.com 
Contact: 07895051941 
                                                       

St Nick’s 

Church Warden:  Paul Taylor  Contact: 01332 556020 

Safeguarding Lead: Miriam Chappell  Contact: psostnicks@outlook.com  

Telephone: 07448607129 

Licensed Lay Minister (Reader) Bruce Innis 

St Paul’s 

Church Warden: Mike Annable Contact: wardenstpauls@outlook.com      

Safeguarding Lead: Mary Pitt  Contact: psostpauls@outlook.com 

or Diocesan Safeguarding Team: 01332 388678  
Church Hall Bookings: Val Annable Contact: hallstpauls@outlook.com 
 

Websites: www.achurchnearyou.com/St-Paul-Quarndon  

www.stnicksallestree.co.uk 

Office Hours: Monday 9.00-3.00 Tuesday 9.00-3.00 Wednesday 9.00-3.00 

and Friday 9.00-11.00  

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/St-Paul-Quarndon
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Upcoming Services —  

Dates/Services  Readings 

Sunday 3rd May 
St Nicks: Sunday Breakfast @ 10 HC 
St Pauls: 10am Holy Communion  

 

Acts 7:55-end 

John 14:1-14 

Sunday 10th May 
St Nicks: Sunday @ 10 with Holy Communion  
 
St Pauls: 10am Holy Communion APCM 

 

Acts 17:22-31 

John 14:15-21 

Hebrews 12:1-3 

Matthew 22:36-40 

Sunday 17th May  
St Nicks: Sunday @ 10 APCM 
 
St Pauls: 10am Holy Communion 

 

Hebrews 12:1-3 

Matthew 22:36-40 

Acts 1:6-14 

John 17:1-11 

 

Sunday  24th May 
St Nicks: Sunday @ 10 
                Sunday @ 3 
St Pauls: 10am Morning Praise 

Acts 2:1-21 

Psalm 104:26-37 

1 Corinthians 12:3-13 

John 20:19-23 

Sunday  31st May 
St Nicks: Joint Sunday @ 10  
 

 

2 Corinthians 13:11-end 

Matthew 28:16-end 

Priest in Charge: Reverend Sarah Watson and Associate Priest 

Reverend Rachael Brooks. Ordinand: Colette Desborough. 


