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Perhaps far from doubting what the other disciples had told him, it would be more accurate to say Thomas doubted what Jesus had told him. And in the upper room that night he learned what we must all learn, and that is that Jesus is worthy of our trust, wherever our lives take us and wherever we feel Jesus is or has disappeared to, we need to trust he is with us and is working for us.

Some people are lucky and faith just appears in their life, it is as if they had never not known the love of God. St Paul calls faith a gift of the Holy Spirit, and this would imply that it is not just up to us to make us believe. St. Paul also says that faith is one of the fruits of the spirit, and just as a fruit takes time to grow and mature then it is likely that our faith will also.

As we hear in the gospels, just before Jesus’s crucifixion the disciples get more and more perplexed with what Jesus is saying to them. Jesus keeps talking about a time when he will not be with them and they can’t comprehend or understand what he is saying. Jesus was happy to talk about God as his Father, and this too must have confused the disciples, however, it was perhaps said to explain a few of the things that Jesus was telling them. Thomas was the only disciple brave enough to stand up and question Jesus. How often do you hear something Karen, Ann, myself or others say, and in not understanding it go and ask what it means. The only time I can clearly remember somebody doing this straight after a service, which happened to be on a Christmas Day, was Bear Grylls, I can’t remember what it was about and I’ll admit that I was taken aback by the fact that he wanted to talk about something I had said, but I was pleased that he had, although I don’t think we agreed to agree. 

Questioning is crucial if we are to grow in faith, however we need to know that there won’t always be a straightforward answer. 
Our Christian faith is not a knowledge, in the sense that there are prescribed answers, answers that can be proven, there are not a set of questions that we need to learn the answers to. Listening to others teach scripture, going on an Alpha or similar course, or even going on a Readers or ordination course, will help set a framework for faith, but they will never be able to give the definitive answers. As faithful Christians we must live to learn with unanswered questions. Questions that yes might be made clearer with time, learning and life experiences, but questions which may never be fully answered.

Even after the crucifixion and seeing the risen Jesus, Thomas probably still didn’t fully understand, he still had a lot of learning to do. But he again trusted Jesus, the finer points to his understanding and faith would come later. To be honest most of us are like Thomas in that respect; we are attracted to the personality of Jesus, and most of the time we trust him. But we don’t have a fully fledged faith yet, and in our darker moments our doubts return to haunt us. Strangely the more we learn and think we understand, the greater these doubts seem to be.
There are some people who don’t want to discuss their faith or have it questioned. They are happy in the place where they are, and they don’t need this place explained or torn apart. I felt like that when I started training, folk said that the training would break me to make me, however, I replied that what I believed at that point had got me on the ordination trail and I was happy with that. There are others who believe so strongly and openly that they question how anybody with doubts in and about Jesus can still have a faith. Tennyson once wrote in a poem called In memoriam, ‘there lives more faith in honest doubt, than in half the creeds’. Our faith is based on beliefs and not always true and historical facts, so there will always be the opportunity for us every now and again to question how our faith fits into our lives, and the lives of those around us. Faith is strengthened and deepened when it wrestles with uncertainty, but we don’t like uncertainty.

Jesus engaged Thomas's senses: Thomas heard his Lord's voice, saw his Lord's face, and had the opportunity to touch his hands and side. And it was through that sensory experience that Thomas was the first human to speak the truth that was revealed on the Cross: that Jesus was his, and therefore our, Lord and God.

But Jesus also tells the generations of believers that have come after that meeting in a locked room in Jerusalem, that we too are blessed, because Thomas went before us and showed us what to look for. We can believe because we can find the risen Lord in so many places, if we choose to look.
Was faith easier for the disciples who actually saw and met and talked with and listened to Jesus? We would think so, but perhaps it wasn’t, for as the story of Thomas makes clear, far from being based on the evidence of sight and touch, the Christian faith is based on trust and a or a self confidence in the trustworthiness of God. Those who dare to trust, will have God’s blessing, the blessing he promised to all who have not seen or touched him, but who are touched by him. And the ultimate promise Jesus made to his Disciples and to us now is that he will walk beside us throughout our lives, and when the time comes, he will go before us to prepare a place in his Father’s house and will then come and take us to that place. He doesn’t tell us how and where that place is, and in fact if you use the word abide rather than a room or mansion, we could be going anywhere or nowhere, because in our earthly life we already abide with Jesus. 
We don’t learn Jesus’ way fully by teaching alone, but by travelling with him. Jesus is the way, and as we journey with him, we need to fully trust him to guide us and lead us. After all, what more could we ask for than journeying with somebody who is the way, and the truth and the life.
