WELCOME - BIENVENUE TO CHRIST CHURCH IN THE MANCHE, AVRANCHES
A service of Evening Prayer for the 6rd Sunday after Easter

Welcome

Introduction 
The light and peace of Jesus Christ be with you
And also with you.
The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.
Let us rejoice and sing God’s praise for ever.

Hymn 200 – Great is thy faithfulness

Prayers of penitence
Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that we may do justly,
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.

The word of God
After each reading:
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

First reading  - Acts 17.22-31 

Psalm 66:7-end
Response: God has heeded the voice of my prayer
 
Second reading 1 Peter 3.13-end

Hymn 
Tune: Woodlands
1 We have a dream this nation will arise,
and truly love according to its creed,
that all are equal in their maker’s eyes,
and none shall suffer through another’s greed.
2 We have a dream that one day we shall see
a world of justice, truth and equity,
where sons of slaves and daughters of the free
will share the banquet of community.
3 We have a dream of deserts brought to flower
once made infertile by oppression’s heat,
where love and truth shall end oppressive power,
and streams of righteousness and justice meet.
4 We have a dream our children shall be free
from judgements based on colour or on race;
free to become whatever they may be,
of their own choosing in the light of grace.
5 We have a dream that truth will overcome
the fear and anger of our present day;
that black and white will share a common home,
and hand in hand will walk the pilgrim way.
6 We have a dream each valley will be raised.
and every mountain, every hill brought down;
than shall creation echo perfect praise,
and share God’s glory under freedom’s crown!

Gospel reading John 14.15-21
The sermon
Affirmation of faith
We believe in God the Father, 
God almighty, by whose plan
earth and heaven sprang to being,
all created things began.
We believe in Christ the Saviour,
Son of God in human frame,
virgin-born, the child of Mary
upon whom the Spirit came.

Christ, who on the cross forsaken,
like a lamb to slaughter led,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
he descended to the dead.
We believe in Jesus risen,
heaven’s king to rule and reign,
to the Father’s side ascended
till as judge he comes again.


We believe in God the Spirit;
in one church, below, above:
saints of God in one communion,
one in holiness and love.
So by faith, our sins forgiven,
Christ our Saviour, Lord and Friend,
we shall rise with him in glory
to the life that knows no end.

Prayers of intercession

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.
Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you. . .
And also with you.

Offertory hymn 14 All heaven declares

Prayer of thanksgiving

Collect
Risen Christ, by the lakeside you renewed your call to your disciples: help your Church to obey your command and draw the nations to the fire of your love, to the glory of God the Father.

Hymn 907 – O God of Bethel
Tune: Martyrdom 

Notices
 

Closing prayer
Lord, you have brought us through this day to a time of reflection and rest.
Calm us, and give us your peace to refresh us.
Keep us close to Christ that we may be closer to one another because of his perfect love.
In his name we pray.

Blessing and dismissal

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
