S‘.’Mary's Church Burghfield

Welcoming all, growing faith, serving others

Welcome to our monthly newsletter, which we hope will keep you informed of what’s happening in our
parish life, the community and also more widely.

We enjoyed a wonderful Easter Sunday (5™ April) together as we celebrated the resurrection of our Lord and Saviour
Jesus Christ. That was not a one-off celebration, for as an ‘Easter People’, we continue to celebrate daily all that
Jesus accomplished on the cross for each one of us. As a church we are still in the season of Easter (Eastertide) for
40 days after Easter till we reach Ascension Day on Thursday 14™ May, at which time a special season in the life of
the church begins. While our main Christian festivals, Christmas and Easter, have often been overtaken commercially,
the nine days between Ascension Day and Pentecost belong solely to Christians.

The Novena (derived from the Latin novem or nine) is an ancient Christian tradition of devotional prayer consisting of
private or public prayer for nine consecutive days. This practice mimics the nine days of prayer by the Apostles and
Mary between Ascension and Pentecost. ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ (TKC) is once again taking place for these nine days.
On TKC website we read:

Thy Kingdom Come is a global ecumenical prayer movement that invites Christians around the world to pray for
more people to come to know Jesus. What started in 2016 as an invitation from the Archbishops of Canterbury and
York to the Church of England has grown into an international and ecumenical call to prayer.

The theme for 2026 is ‘God with us’ and you can download the Novena booklet for this year which has daily readings
and reflections. It has been compiled by our new Archbishop of Canterbury, Sarah Mullaly. I do encourage us all to
pray specifically during this time for Christ’s church around the world and of course particularly here in our own
community and parish.

You can find out more information here https://www.thykingdomcome.global/.

As we continue through the season of Eastertide we look forward to that glorious

Came Holy SPIrt:

Feast of Pentecost, as we celebrate and recall the Holy Spirit poured out on those

4 - very first disciples of Christ. We herald it as the ‘birth’ of the Christian Church and
for me personally it's my favourite church festival. It's the fulfilment of all the

prophecies and Jesus’ promise to his disciples:

16 And | will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with
you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees
him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.
(John 14.16-18)

TKC invites us to pray for others to come to know Christ and during this time frame | would like to ask for your

prayers too, as we launch our all-age informal service ‘Sunday@10’ every 3 Sunday of the month beginning on 17"
May. This is a service where we hope to invite people of all ages; children, families, couples, singles, to come and
explore faith together, whether they are seeking to know more about faith or have been Christians for a while. Who
would you like to invite to join in?

On 10" May we also have our community May Fayre. Our church has always been involved as we are very much part
of our Burghfield community. Please do offer help in whichever way you are able to- as a volunteer; providing baked
goodies; helping out with our church tent children’s activities; and other ways you can play your part- see other pages
for more information.

May will be another busy month, but | hope a month where we will discover God in many places.

With every blessing Glynn
The PCC of St Mary the Virgin Burghfield is a Registered Charity N0.1167639



Sunday 3™ May
Mon 4™ May
Fri 8" May

Sunday 10" May

Mon 11" May
Fri 15 May
Sunday 17" May
Mon 18™ May

Thurs 21° May
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10am Parish Communion Service & via Zoom
No Morning Prayer or Bumps, Babies & Toddler group
7pm Spring Craft Evening in the Parish Centre, see page 10

9am Said Communion Service in Church

No 10am or Sunday@6 Services today
10am-4pm Burghfield May Fayre on The Hatch
Church Car Parks being used by May Fayre
8am Morning Prayer

9.30am Bumps, Babies & Toddler Group
6.30-8pm Youth Club, see page 13

9am Said Communion Service

10am Sunday@10 Service (new Family Service), see page 8
8am Morning Prayer

9.30am Bumps, Babies & Toddler Group

11am Revd Glynn visits at The Hollies Care Home

23" - 31°* May Schools Half Term

Sunday 24™ May
Mon 25" May
Wed 27" May
Thurs 28™ May
Fri 29™ May

Sat 30th May
Sunday 31°* May

Mon 1t June

Sunday 7" June

Mon 8" June

PENTECOST

10am Parish Communion Service & via Zoom

No Morning Prayer or Bumps, Babies & Toddler Group
9.30am Eccumenical Service at Burghfield Methodist Church
6.30 pm Wedding Rehearsal in Church

2-5pm Whist Drive in the Parish Centre, see page 14

1pm Wedding in Church

TRINITY SUNDAY

10am Parish Communion Service & via Zoom
8am Morning Prayer

9.30am Bumps, Babies & Toddler Group

10am Parish Communion Service & via Zoom

Connor’s Last service Bring & Share Lunch in Parish Centre
6pm Sunday@6 Service, see page 16

8am Morning Prayer

9.30am Bumps, Babies & Toddler Group
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Thank you to everyone who gave & bought so generously &
helped to make the St Mary’s Market such a success.
We raised an amazing £520 for Church Funds.

Thank you to Everyone. 4 W\
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A massive Thank You
=  goes out to our team of very
| handy men & women who worked
together & removed the old
¥ . drainage channel & installed a new

The team consisted of Colin, lain, Don, Gill, Brian, Clive &
Mike with Anne keeping us plied with much needed
refreshments.




Updated Metal Fencing

We recently began the project to update the very
old boundary metal fencing and asked families
with loved ones in the ashes area for donations

towards new fence panels. With several donations
coming in, we are thrilled to say that the new
metal fencing has been installed and we hope you
will agree makes the area to the rear of Church
much tidier.




APCM Notes

Thank you to everyone who were able to attend our APCM on Sunday 26" April.
Our PCC as of April 26" is:-

Revd Glynn Lautenbach

Mike Wood - Church Warden & Tresurer
Alison Eves - Church Warden

Colin Thompson - Deanery Synod
Carol Jackson-Doerge - Deanery Synod
Oliver Dillon - Accounts Manager

Brian Thatcher - PCC Secretary

Clive Eatwell

Anne Pocock

Lesley Brigden

lain Buchanan

Amy Legg

Please could you pray for our PCC members as we give thanks for their commitment to
our parish. There are 2 vacancies as you can see and if anybody feels a prompt from God
to join in please speak to Glynn or one of the wardens, Mike or Alison or Brian The PCC
Secretary.

At our APCM | gave my usual vision for the future and thought it would be good to include
that in our newsletter so everyone is aware of what | said, Please see below

Revd Glynn

- The Diocese of Oxford's vision ....is to become a more Christ-like church for the sake of God's
world, characterized as contemplative, compassionate, and courageous. The strategy focuses
on growing new congregations, fostering a "mixed ecology" of church, and prioritizing
engagement with children, young people, and school

- This is certainly an area of mission and outreach we have been working on for the last several
years, through our Bumps, Babies and Toddler group, Youth Club, Sunday@6, Crafty Church,
and Film nights.

-Now as we are already 1/3 of the way through 2026, we have another exciting initiative as we
join the ‘Lighthouse’ holiday club family, and look forward to offering Lighthouse Burghfield, a
week long Christian holiday club in the summer. It has provided a wonderful opportunity to
work ecumenically with our Christian brothers and sisters locally and also with other churches
in Burghfield, Sulhamstead and Mortimer. Much has already been done and still more needs to
be put in place. Please can | encourage you to pray for all involved in planning this outreach. For
volunteers who will resource it; both adults and secondary age students; for children who will
attend; for grant funding; and for everything to fall into place smoothly, that we may all be
blessed as we serve Christ together and enable others to know of his love.

- We are also about to launch a monthly all age Sunday morning service, suitable for all ages
from the youngest to the oldest. This will take place on the 3rd Sunday of the month and the
first service takes place on 17th May at 10am and will be known as Sunday@10. There will be an
earlier said communion service on the same Sunday each month.



- The life of a parish is not just about growth in faith, mission and outreach, as it includes
pastoral care and maintenance as well. Our fund raising team have been doing an amazing job
as they have raised so much money over the last several years. Our Fabric Team have faithfully
been working in the background on the upkeep of our buildings and grounds as well as ensuring
we are becoming more eco conscious. However, we do have a lot of rather expensive work to
do, notwithstanding the diocese’s challenge for a target of NetZero in the near future. This is a
task not just for the few but for everyone to get involved in, as we identify projects, (several
have already been identified through the
Quinquennial Inspection) pray persistently for the processes, apply for grants, raise funds, and
carry out the projects.

- We recently had a ‘Rural Churches Conference day’ with Bishop Mary and lay and clergy
representatives from Newbury and Bradfield Deanery churches. It was an opportunity to speak
honestly and openly about the joys, and concerns of rural ministry. Chief among the concerns,

was maintenance of our aging buildings, the constraints of listed status, english heritage and
the Victorian society, and the often prohibitive costs associated with these constraints. We felt
heard and continue in hope and prayer that some of these concerns may be addressed.

- So | see this year as further consolidation as we continue to build on the various projects

already undertaken, witnessing to the love of God as we discern how to meet the needs of

those seeking faith in this day and age, and building our relationships with one another into
ever stronger family bonds as Christ’s family here in Burghfield.

- Two final thoughts. - We have been blessed through the ministry of Connor Heath over these
last nearly 3 years, as he has been training for ministry through a mixed mode of academics
based at Cuddesdon, Mondays to Wednesdays and working in our parish Thursdays to
Sundays. Now he along with his wife Lois is about to embark on the next exciting part of his
vocation, as he completes his training and comes to be ordained as a deacon on 4th July.

- This will mean a house move for Connor and Lois as Connor begins his curacy in the parish of
Ascot Heath. There will be time to say our goodbyes at a special service at 10am on Sunday 7th
June followed by a bring and share lunch, however as this is his last APCM with us, | wanted to
acknowledge with grateful thanks, all that Connor has contributed to the life of our parish
during his time with us and assure him and Lois of our prayers during this time of transition and
for the future.

- Speaking of the future it is good to view and begin planning for a future longer than just a year
ahead. The Church of England’s retirement age is 68 and | will reach that landmark next April!
Wayne and my current plans, are that | will retire at Pentecost in May 2027, which | have always
found to be a very meaningful and special service.

- However, this was one of our other concerns from the Rural Churches conference with +Mary.
There are more clergy retiring than there are those seeking a vocation to the ordained ministry
and the shortage of clergy has been increasing in recent years.



- The implications for St Mary’s are both challenging and optimistic. Some parishes are
experiencing really long vacancies, for instance friends of ours up in Birkenhead are in a parish
which has been in vacancy for 3 years now.

-Wayne and | along with many other clergy and licensed laity in the diocese, attended the
annual renewal of vows and blessing of oils (the Chrism Service) on Maundy Thursday. It was
+Stephen’s last Maundy Thursday service before he retires imminently and his particular
charge to us all, was to pray earnestly for vocations, for ordained ministry as well as for lay
ministry such as licensed Lay Ministers or those authorised to preach like Alison and Don, and
those authorised to lead worship. God’s church needs both lay and ordained to continue in this
age and |l invite you too to pray earnestly for vocations for
lay and ordained, for men and women who will be open to hearing God’s invitation to follow
where he leads.

- Added to this are the changes coming in Bradfield Deanery. Several parishes in the south of
our deanery will have clergy retiring within the next couple of years. Wanting to be proactive
our Area Dean Grant Fensome, has already begun a series of meetings to assess these parishes,
to present options to the Diocese, rather than have changes imposed on the parishes. We are
calling this the South Bradfield Deanery Review.

- Changes and the need to adapt are inevitable and it’s so much better to be part of the
process and involved in the planning. A meeting is soon to be scheduled for further discussion,
so that clergy and lay representatives can participate in the process.

- St Mary’s is in a strong position, since we are currently a single church benefice and through
all your commitment and hard work, have managed to pay parish share and also engage in so
much ministry, mission and outreach.

- Facing the reality is going to be really important for the future. Not to incite fear, but to be
secure in the knowledge that it is Christ’s church and provided we are listening to his guidance,
discerning his will for the future will become clearer, as we trust in him and follow his direction.

For St Mary’s here, continuing to build a church family which shares the load, works, worships
and prays together is a positive path to take. In the meantime, we still have just over a year
together which | for one intend to live to the fullest and enjoy as much as possible continuing
to trust in God as | do so.
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CRAFT EVENING
Friday 8th May

7.00 - 9.00 om,
in the Parish Centre

Come and get creative.
With [ots of crafts to try out and

take home what you have made
Tickets are £15 per person

’ to cover the cost of materials ‘
and refreshments.

To reserve a place contact Anne on 07713911748 or bannepocock@aol.com
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Let’s celebrate the gift of family
and grow together in Christ! L

2N, Thisis our new interactive
& ™ service which will include
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& Toddler Group

’- Monday’s
T\ 9.30-11am
(term tlme only)

To find ut mor take a look at our
Facebook page, Website or notice
boards in Church.

St Mary's Church,
Church Lane, Burghfield, RG30 3TG
Tel : 07979 871608, www.stmarysburghfield.org
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Can you Help Please?

Several of our original team have needed to step back for
various reasons, and we need some new members to help
resource our team.

If you have some time on a Monday morning, enjoy being
with families and small children and are happy to complete
the Safeguarding requirements (a DBS through the Diocese
of Oxford and 2 online Training Courses of about 1 hour
each),
please do get in touch with us.

We would love to hear from you so we can have more
helpers to relieve the pressure on our current team.
Revd Glynn and the BB&T Team
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FUN - GAMES - ACTIVITIES - SNACKS
STMary s Church Burghfield

Welcoming all, growing faith, serving others

outh Club
6:30-8:00

Questions? - stmarysburghfield@outlook.com
OUR NEXT YOUTH CLUB GROUP IS ON FRIDAY 15TH MAY THIS IS A SPACE FOR YEARS 6, 7 & 8'S WHERE THEY
CAN COME AND HANG OUT, WHERE FUN AND FRIENDSHIP COME TOGETHER! MEETING ONCE A MONTH,
OUR CLUB OFFERS A SAFE AND WELCOMING SPACE FOR YOUNG PEOPLE TO CONNECT, PLAY GAMES, AND
PARTICIPATE IN EXCITING ACTIVITIES. WHETHER YOU'RE INTO BOARD GAMES, CREATIVE PROJECTS, OR
JUST LOOKING FOR A PLACE TO HANG OUT, THERE'S SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE. WE WILL ALSO HOST
DISCUSSIONS ON TOPICS THAT MATTER TO YOU, GIVING YOU A VOICE AND A CHANCE TO SHARE YOUR
IDEAS. COME BE PART OF A COMMUNITY WHERE YOU CAN GROW, LAUGH, AND MAKE NEW FRIENDS!

WE TAKE SAFEGUARDING SERIOUSLY AND PARENTS/CARERS WILL NEED TO COME ALONG TO THE 1ST
SESSION ATTENDED TO SIGN A REGISTRATION FORM.PLEASE BE ASSURED ALL LEADERS AND VOLUNTEERS
HAVE COMPLETED ALL NECESSARY SAFEGUARDING REQUIREMENTS.
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~“Whist Drive <

. Friday 29" May 2026 .
2-5pm

Enjoy a friendly game of cards and tasty
refreshments.

If you would like to learn how to play,
please contact Anne.

Held at The Parish Centre, St Mary’s Church,
Church Lane, Burghfield, RG30 3TG

All donations in aid of much needed church funds

Book your place via Anne Pocock on 07713 911748
or bannepocock@aol.com



Lighthouse Holiday Club

17th - 21°° August 2026
| We are excited to announce that we are
working with other local churches and
|GHTHOUSE Christians to run a week-long Christian
Burghfield holiday club for primary age children. It is
going to be enormous fun, and will give us the
chance to tell the Good News to local
children, and will build relationships with
other Christians in our area. We are joining
the Lighthouse family, so all the materials are
planned for us, and we can use all their tried
and tested ways of working.

elo lin o urghfield Lighthouse. You can get more details here and
sign up to be a volunteer. You will need 2 people to give you a reference (you

need to supply names, email and telephone number for them, and tick to say
you have their permission). There is a drop down list of things you can volunteer
to do, or you can just say anything and there is a box for further details (so you
can say what you wouldn’t do!) later in the form.

Do share and ask friends that might be willing to help out.
Lighthouse Burghfield

If you want to know more, please ask Glynn, Michael, Deborah, Claire, or
Alison. Several other members of the church and PCC are also already
involved, or have indicated their willingness to be part of this project-

don't miss out on your chance to join in, | can't wait to work with you on

this fabulous opportunity!
Alison
(https://www.lighthousecentral.org/)



https://ita01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lighthousecentral.org%2F&data=05%7C02%7C%7C7283d9586e23456199dd08de5943b531%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639046344504924789%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GknJAMhzR2WdYzjmtRnTkA5JQAgpS92qqwOAPIoU%2Fm0%3D&reserved=0
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.lighthousecentral.org%2Four-lighthouses%2Fburghfield&data=05%7C02%7C%7Cedb47a0f017f4cbd603108de9ad6f987%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C639118445263979696%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dujk%2Fk%2FBDeOJ5Yg5Fuh3ba1QMqrIQDTRD0P5OOMuGfk%3D&reserved=0

A Service every second Sunday of the month.
An informal service for all ages including
worship, teaching, prayer and of course

refreshments.
We look forward to seeing you!
There is no service in May due to the May Fayre
taking place so our next service is
on Sunday 7th June 2026 at 6pm

Save the Dates!

Connor is nearing the end of his fraining In our Farish and there are 7
im,gor?tan* dates to celebrate his minisfry among us.
Suna/ay 1th June [0am will be Connor's last service with us followed
by a bring and share lunch.
Safura/a_tf L th Ju/y - Connor will be ordained Deacon at Christchurch
Cathedral in Oxford (fime TBC) and we hope that a group from our parish

will be able to come a/ong fo sulo/por* Connor and Lois on this slpecia/

celebration.

YO Yy

Ecumenical
Communion Service

Short communion service including discussion
around a bible reading, followed by coffee and
fellowship in Café B

Burghfield Methodist Church
All are welcome

9.30am
Usually the fourth
Wednesday of the Month
10, \q/n '(!"\\?fn 10,\!/“ !q'\!/n
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Support pollinators. Nothing says Spring like the
buzz of a bee! But these precious pollinators are
declining due to habitat loss, climate change and
agricultural intensification. Wednesday 20 May is
World Bee Day, so look around to see how you can
improve habitats for bees and other pollinators.
Read more about bees, butterflies and habitats that
support them in our Target 25 resources at arocha.
org.uk/what-we-do/target-25. Sow a pollinatorfriendly
seed mix, make or buy a bee hotel, let some
wild flowers grow in your garden, and don’t use
pesticides. Pray that our pollinator populations will
increase.
For more about World Bee Day visit: awarenessdays.
_.._com/awareness-days-calendar/world-bee-day/

~~~~~

Local Outlet -St Oswald’s Church on Fridays between 1-3pm
Local food collection points are as below:
food b%l KK Tesco Express in Burghfield 6.00am -11pm
Co-op in Mortimer 700 am -9pm
Donations may be made directly to their bank account, with the following details:
Lloyds Bank, Newbury:
Sorting Code 77-95-05, West Berks Foodbank: Account No. 72784660
Or, you may send a cheque payable to “West Berks Foodbank” and send to: The
Treasurer, West Berks Foodbank, 23 Charter Road, Newbury, Berks. RG14 7EW.
You may also wish to complete a Gift Aid form to add 25% value to your donation

Please copy & paste this link https: //westberks.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/

to find out what food donations are urgently needed at the foodbank.
St Marys Food Bank contact person:
Anne Eatwell Foodbank have Instagram a page that you can follow and add

to your Instagram
07747 535540 or 0118 9832666

If you have any questions or would
like to offer help in any way please get in touch with Anne. 10



https://westberks.foodbank.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/242/2015/06/9.2.R2-Template-Gift-Aid-Form_Sept-2019.docx

Date for your diaries - If you run an Eco Friendly stall & would like to join
. us at our Eco Festival in October please get in touch with Jo at
Creation Matters

stmarysburghfield@outlook.com to discuss.

S-"Mary's Burghfield

Welcoming all, growing Ffaiths, - SErving others

EC= FESTIVAL

Promoting Care for our Planet

SATVRPA'I SRP OCTOBER 21026
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Talks, Stalls, Displays,
Children’s Activities &
Refreshments
throughout the day.

Go to our website, Facebook
page - St Mary’s Burghfield
to find out more as it gets

planned throughout the year.

Photo Competition

We will again be running our Photo Competition
alongside the Eco Festival and this years theme will
be interpret that however you wish. Send

your photos in whenever is convenient to
ecophotocompetition@stmarysburghfield.org
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. St Mary's Fundraising r"
2026 Dates for your diaries
8th May: Spring Craft Evening
July: Summer Fete/ BBQ
September: Games Night

27th September: Harvest Lunch
9th October: Autumn Craft Evening
13th November 7pm: Pudding Club and Silent Auction
5th December 12-4pm: Christmas Craft & Food Market
5th December 7pm: Christmas Evening around the Christmas Trees
AND
We are planning a Barn Dance & K Details To Follow.

If you would like to get involved and join the fundraising team please
contact Anne Pocock on the details below.
bannepocock@aol.com or 07713 911748

Help Us Raise Money!
Recycle Your
Ink Cartridges

The cost to run
our Church in
2025
was £8643
per month
which is
£284
per day !!

REE way to raise funds for our
Church.

Sign up and every time you spend money
online through a participating store they
donate to us, it’s so easy and costs you
nothing so please sign up today.

Click this link (you might need to copy & paste
it) to sign up or refer friends & family to the

A totally

scheme,
then search St Mary’s Burghfield Support us through
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a- easyfundraising

good-cause/step-1/?
char=49900&invite=1vyzji&referral-
campaign=s2s&utm_campaign=web-referral



Emmaus
What’s Emmaus about?

It’s a group of friends who meet
twice a month on the 1st & 3rd
Wednesday mornings of the
month (10-11.30am) to enjoy
reading & talking about the Bible

together, drinking coffee, munching biscuits &
generally have a good chat. You don’t need to
be a Bible scholar because we all learn
together & help each other along the road.
We usually meet at Margaret’s house in
Loves Close.
Just ask Margaret, Susan Potter or
Lesley Brigden about it.
We’d love you to join in

give

We at St Mary’s now offer an online donation page!
If you would like to donate, please scan the QR code
alittle Thank you for supporting our ministry and mission

Silver Eco Church
Award Certificate

| -
This is to certify that

St Marys Church Burghfield

has won a Siver Eco Chunch Award in recognition of their efforts
to care for God's earth inesch of the folowing areas (25 applcable)

Worship and Teaching
Managermnent of Bulcngs and Land
Cormmunily and Global Engagerment
Lifesdyhe

— MJ{H‘W" ae 28 January 2025
L)

CEQ, A Rocha UK

ecochurch.arocha ong uk
aracha org uk




Hello, | am Marianne and hold Pilates
classes in the Parish Centre.
| have started a brand new class for
ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS to Pilates
No experience necessary, just a desire to
start moving and exercising!
Tuesday afternoons, 2-3pm at
St Mary's Parish Centre,
Burghfield, RG30 3TG.

| would love you join us.
For details on all my classes Tel. 07985 085597 or
email pilatesforlife.org.uk.




MONDAY

Pilates with Heather 9.30 & 10.30am (upper room)
Call Heather on 07785 254313 or hsfitnessuk@mac.com

HS FITNESS UK

Pilates For Life with Marianne 6.30pm (upper room)

F
) TUESDAY
= ‘0’ ™ Pilates For Life with Marianne
2pm (Beginners) &

6.30pm (both in the upper room)
Contact on 07985 085597 / hello@pilatesforlife.org.uk

WEDNESDAY
Yoga with Janet 10-11.30am (upper room)

Contact: janetdacre@hotmail.com

Pilates with Heather 6.30 & 7.30 pm (upper room)

THURSDAY
Yoga with Julie 7.30-9pm (upper room)

Contact: julie_yoga@btinternet.com

Burghfield & Mortimer Photo Club 7.30pm (lower room)
Contact: burghfieldccsec@gmail.com (This group meets fortnightly)

FRIDAY
Yoga with Amanda 9.15-10.30am (upper room)

Contact: amandacfox@protonmail.com

Pilates with Heather 12.30-1.30pm (upper room)

SATURDAY
Yoga Dance with Julie 10-11am (upper room)

Fitsteps with Burghfield Dance Club 10.30-11.15am (lower room)

Contact Ewa: burghfielddanceclub@gmail.com

PLENTY OF FREE PARKING FOR ALL GROUPS USING THE PARISH CENTRE
If you run a group and are looking for a hall to hold it then our Parish Centre
could be the perfect place for you.



STMary's Burghfield

Welcoming all, growing faith, serving others
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Do you need a venue for a
Work Lunch Meeting, Venue for Training,
Childs Birthday Party,

Social Occasion or a Community Class?

St Mary’s Parish Centre could be the ideal
location for you.

We have plenty of FREE Parking.

DA

Downstairs Room

Upstairs Room

Upper Room Mobile Servery

Please contact our Parish Administrator if you would
like to book or have a look around our facilities.
Either by calling 07979 871608 or email to
stmarysburghfield@outlook.com

Hire charges are:- Weekdays up to 6pm £14.65 &
Weekdays after 6pm & Weekends £17.40



	MAY 2026 NEWSLETTER Welcome to our monthly newsletter, which we hope will keep you informed of what’s happening in our parish life, the community and also more widely.
	We enjoyed a wonderful Easter Sunday (5th April) together as we celebrated the resurrection of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. That was not a one-off celebration, for as an ‘Easter People’, we continue to celebrate daily all that Jesus accomplished on the cross for each one of us.  As a church we are still in the season of Easter (Eastertide) for 40 days after Easter till we reach Ascension Day on Thursday 14th May, at which time a special season in the life of the church begins. While our main Christian festivals, Christmas and Easter, have often been overtaken commercially, the nine days between Ascension Day and Pentecost belong solely to Christians.
	The Novena (derived from the Latin novem or nine) is an ancient Christian tradition of devotional prayer consisting of private or public prayer for nine consecutive days. This practice mimics the nine days of prayer by the Apostles and Mary between Ascension and Pentecost. ‘Thy Kingdom Come’ (TKC) is once again taking place for these nine days.  On TKC website we read:  Thy Kingdom Come is a global ecumenical prayer movement that invites Christians around the world to pray for more people to come to know Jesus. What started in 2016 as an invitation from the Archbishops of Canterbury and York to the Church of England has grown into an international and ecumenical call to prayer.
	The theme for 2026 is ‘God with us’ and you can download the Novena booklet for this year which has daily readings and reflections. It has been compiled by our new Archbishop of Canterbury, Sarah Mullaly. I do encourage us all to pray specifically during this time for Christ’s church around the world and of course particularly here in our own community and parish.  You can find out more information here https://www.thykingdomcome.global/.
	As we continue through the season of Eastertide we look forward to that glorious Feast of Pentecost, as we celebrate and recall the Holy Spirit poured out on those very first disciples of Christ. We herald it as the ‘birth’ of the Christian Church and for me personally it's my favourite church festival. It's the fulfilment of all the prophecies and Jesus’ promise to his disciples:
	16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. (John 14.16-18)
	TKC invites us to pray for others to come to know Christ and during this time frame I would like to ask for your prayers too, as we launch our all-age informal service ‘Sunday@10’ every 3rd Sunday of the month beginning on 17th May. This is a service where we hope to invite people of all ages; children, families, couples, singles, to come and explore faith together, whether they are seeking to know more about faith or have been Christians for a while. Who would you like to invite to join in?
	On 10th May we also have our community May Fayre. Our church has always been involved as we are very much part of our Burghfield community. Please do offer help in whichever way you are able to- as a volunteer; providing baked goodies; helping out with our church tent children’s activities; and other ways you can play your part- see other pages for more information. May will be another busy month, but I hope a month where we will discover God in many places.
	With every blessing Glynn
	Sunday 3rd May            10am Parish Communion Service & via Zoom Mon 4th May                   No Morning Prayer or Bumps, Babies & Toddler group Fri 8th May                      7pm Spring Craft Evening in the Parish Centre, see page 10
	Sunday 10th May          9am Said Communion Service in Church                                            No 10am or Sunday@6 Services today                                            10am-4pm Burghfield May Fayre on The Hatch                                            Church Car Parks being used by May Fayre Mon 11th May                 8am Morning Prayer                                            9.30am Bumps, Babies & Toddler Group  Fri 15th May                    6.30-8pm Youth Club, see page 13
	Sunday 17th May           9am Said Communion Service                                           10am Sunday@10 Service (new Family Service), see page 8 Mon 18th May                 8am Morning Prayer                                            9.30am Bumps, Babies & Toddler Group  Thurs 21st May               11am Revd Glynn visits at The Hollies Care Home 23rd - 31st May Schools Half Term  Sunday 24th May           PENTECOST                                            10am Parish Communion Service & via Zoom Mon 25th May                No Morning Prayer or Bumps, Babies & Toddler Group  Wed 27th May                 9.30am Eccumenical Service at Burghfield Methodist Church Thurs 28th May              6.30 pm Wedding Rehearsal in Church  Fri 29th May                    2-5pm Whist Drive in the Parish Centre, see page 14 Sat 30th May                 1pm Wedding in Church
	Sunday 31st May           TRINITY SUNDAY                                            10am Parish Communion Service & via Zoom Mon 1st June                  8am Morning Prayer                                            9.30am Bumps, Babies & Toddler Group
	Sunday 7th June            10am Parish Communion Service & via Zoom                                            Connor’s Last service Bring & Share Lunch in Parish Centre                                            6pm Sunday@6 Service, see page 16 Mon 8th June                  8am Morning Prayer                                            9.30am Bumps, Babies & Toddler Group
	We just wanted to show off our wonderful Easter flowers.   Thank you so much to the flower arranging team.
	Thank you to everyone who gave & bought so generously &  helped to make the St Mary’s Market such a success. We raised an amazing £520 for Church Funds. Thank you to Everyone.
	Car Park Drainage Channel Instillation
	Updated Metal Fencing
	APCM Notes Thank you to everyone who were able to attend our APCM on Sunday 26th April.   Our PCC as of April 26th is:- Revd Glynn Lautenbach Mike Wood - Church Warden & Tresurer Alison Eves - Church Warden Colin Thompson - Deanery Synod Carol Jackson-Doerge - Deanery Synod Oliver Dillon - Accounts Manager Brian Thatcher - PCC Secretary Clive Eatwell  Anne Pocock Lesley Brigden Iain Buchanan Amy Legg
	Please could you pray for our PCC members as we give thanks for their commitment to our parish.  There are 2 vacancies as you can see and if anybody feels a prompt from God to join in please speak to Glynn or one of the wardens, Mike or Alison or Brian The PCC Secretary. At our APCM I gave my usual vision for the future and thought it would be good to include that in our newsletter so everyone is aware of what I said, Please see below Revd Glynn
	· The Diocese of Oxford's vision ….is to become a more Christ-like church for the sake of God's world, characterized as contemplative, compassionate, and courageous. The strategy focuses on growing new congregations, fostering a "mixed ecology" of church, and prioritizing engagement with children, young people, and school
	· This is certainly an area of mission and outreach we have been working on for the last several years, through our Bumps, Babies and Toddler group, Youth Club, Sunday@6, Crafty Church, and Film nights.
	· Now as we are already 1/3 of the way through 2026, we have another exciting initiative as we join the ‘Lighthouse’ holiday club family, and look forward to offering Lighthouse Burghfield, a week long Christian holiday club in the summer. It has provided a wonderful opportunity to work ecumenically with our Christian brothers and sisters locally and also with other churches in Burghfield, Sulhamstead and Mortimer. Much has already been done and still more needs to be put in place. Please can I encourage you to pray for all involved in planning this outreach. For volunteers who will resource it; both adults and secondary age students; for children who will attend; for grant funding; and for everything to fall into place smoothly, that we may all be blessed as we serve Christ together and enable others to know of his love.
	· We are also about to launch a monthly all age Sunday morning service, suitable for all ages from the youngest to the oldest. This will take place on the 3rd Sunday of the month and the first service takes place on 17th May at 10am and will be known as Sunday@10. There will be an earlier said communion service on the same Sunday each month.
	· The life of a parish is not just about growth in faith, mission and outreach, as it includes pastoral care and maintenance as well. Our fund raising team have been doing an amazing job as they have raised so much money over the last several years. Our Fabric Team have faithfully been working in the background on the upkeep of our buildings and grounds as well as ensuring we are becoming more eco conscious. However, we do have a lot of rather expensive work to do, notwithstanding the diocese’s challenge for a target of NetZero in the near future. This is a task not just for the few but for everyone to get involved in, as we identify projects, (several have already been identified through the Quinquennial Inspection) pray persistently for the processes, apply for grants, raise funds, and carry out the projects.
	· We recently had a ‘Rural Churches Conference day’ with Bishop Mary and lay and clergy representatives from Newbury and Bradfield Deanery churches. It was an opportunity to speak honestly and openly about the joys, and concerns of rural ministry. Chief among the concerns, was maintenance of our aging buildings, the constraints of listed status, english heritage and the Victorian society, and the often prohibitive costs associated with these constraints. We felt heard and continue in hope and prayer that some of these concerns may be addressed.
	· So I see this year as further consolidation as we continue to build on the various projects already undertaken, witnessing to the love of God as we discern how to meet the needs of those seeking faith in this day and age, and building our relationships with one another into ever stronger family bonds as Christ’s family here in Burghfield.
	· Two final thoughts. - We have been blessed through the ministry of Connor Heath over these last nearly 3 years, as he has been training for ministry through a mixed mode of academics based at Cuddesdon, Mondays to Wednesdays and working in our parish Thursdays to Sundays. Now he along with his wife Lois is about to embark on the next exciting part of his vocation, as he completes his training and comes to be ordained as a deacon on 4th July.
	· This will mean a house move for Connor and Lois as Connor begins his curacy in the parish of Ascot Heath. There will be time to say our goodbyes at a special service at 10am on Sunday 7th June followed by a bring and share lunch, however as this is his last APCM with us, I wanted to acknowledge with grateful thanks, all that Connor has contributed to the life of our parish during his time with us and assure him and Lois of our prayers during this time of transition and for the future.
	· Speaking of the future it is good to view and begin planning for a future longer than just a year ahead. The Church of England’s retirement age is 68 and I will reach that landmark next April! Wayne and my current plans, are that I will retire at Pentecost in May 2027, which I have always found to be a very meaningful and special service.
	· However, this was one of our other concerns from the Rural Churches conference with +Mary. There are more clergy retiring than there are those seeking a vocation to the ordained ministry and the shortage of clergy has been increasing in recent years.
	· The implications for St Mary’s are both challenging and optimistic. Some parishes are experiencing really long vacancies, for instance friends of ours up in Birkenhead are in a parish which has been in vacancy for 3 years now.
	· Wayne and I along with many other clergy and licensed laity in the diocese, attended the annual renewal of vows and blessing of oils (the Chrism Service) on Maundy Thursday. It was +Stephen’s last Maundy Thursday service before he retires imminently and his particular charge to us all, was to pray earnestly for vocations, for ordained ministry as well as for lay ministry such as licensed Lay Ministers or those authorised to preach like Alison and Don, and those authorised to lead worship. God’s church needs both lay and ordained to continue in this age and I invite you too to pray earnestly for vocations for lay and ordained, for men and women who will be open to hearing God’s invitation to follow where he leads.
	· Added to this are the changes coming in Bradfield Deanery.  Several parishes in the south of our deanery will have clergy retiring within the next couple of years. Wanting to be proactive our Area Dean Grant Fensome, has already begun a series of meetings to assess these parishes, to present options to the Diocese, rather than have changes imposed on the parishes. We are calling this the South Bradfield Deanery Review.
	· Changes and the need to adapt are inevitable and it’s so much better to be part of the process and involved in the planning. A meeting is soon to be scheduled for further discussion, so that clergy and lay representatives can participate in the process.
	· St Mary’s is in a strong position, since we are currently a single church benefice and through all your commitment and hard work, have managed to pay parish share and also engage in so much ministry, mission and outreach.
	· Facing the reality is going to be really important for the future. Not to incite fear, but to be secure in the knowledge that it is Christ’s church and provided we are listening to his guidance, discerning his will for the future will become clearer, as we trust in him and follow his direction. For St Mary’s here, continuing to build a church family which shares the load, works, worships and prays together is a positive path to take. In the meantime, we still have just over a year together which I for one intend to live to the fullest and enjoy as much as possible continuing to trust in God as I do so.
	Can you Help Please?  Several of our original team have needed to step back for various reasons, and we need some new members to help resource our team.  If you have some time on a Monday morning, enjoy being with families and small children and are happy to  complete the Safeguarding requirements (a DBS through the Diocese of Oxford and 2 online Training Courses of about 1 hour each),  please do get in touch with us.  We would love to hear from you so we can have more helpers to relieve the pressure on our current team.  Revd Glynn and the BB&T Team
	Lighthouse Holiday Club
	17th - 21st August 2026
	We are excited to announce that we are working with other local churches and Christians to run a week-long Christian holiday club for primary age children. It is going to be enormous fun, and will give us the chance to tell the Good News to local children, and will build relationships with other Christians in our area. We are joining the Lighthouse family, so all the materials are planned for us, and we can use all their tried and tested ways of working.

	Save the Dates! Connor is nearing the end of his training in our parish and there are 2 important dates to celebrate his ministry among us. Sunday 7th June 10am will be Connor's last service with us followed  by a bring and share lunch. Saturday 4th July - Connor will be ordained Deacon at Christchurch Cathedral in Oxford (time TBC) and we hope that a group from our parish will be able to come along to support Connor and Lois on this special celebration.
	May Eco Tips
	Support pollinators. Nothing says Spring like the buzz of a bee! But these precious pollinators are declining due to habitat loss, climate change and agricultural intensification. Wednesday 20 May is World Bee Day, so look around to see how you can improve habitats for bees and other pollinators. Read more about bees, butterflies and habitats that support them in our Target 25 resources at arocha. org.uk/what-we-do/target-25. Sow a pollinatorfriendly seed mix, make or buy a bee hotel, let some wild flowers grow in your garden, and don’t use pesticides. Pray that our pollinator populations will increase. For more about World Bee Day visit: awarenessdays. com/awareness-days-calendar/world-bee-day/
	Local Outlet -St Oswald’s Church on Fridays between 1-3pm                                                    Local food collection points are as below: St Mary’s Church -                              collection point in our church porch.                                         Tesco Express in Burghfield  6.00am –11pm                       Co-op in Mortimer  7.00 am –9pm  Donations may be made directly to their bank account, with the following details: Lloyds Bank, Newbury:  Sorting Code 77-95-05, West Berks Foodbank: Account No. 72784660 Or, you may send a cheque payable to “West Berks Foodbank” and send to: The Treasurer, West Berks Foodbank, 23 Charter Road, Newbury, Berks. RG14 7EW.  You may also wish to complete a Gift Aid form to add 25% value to your   donation Please copy & paste this link https: //westberks.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-food/ to find out what food donations are urgently needed at the foodbank. St Marys Food Bank contact person:  Anne Eatwell  07747 535540 or 0118 9832666 If you have any questions or would  like to offer help in any way please get in touch with Anne.


	Photo Competition  We will again be running our Photo Competition alongside the Eco Festival and this years theme will be “Energy” interpret that however you wish. Send your photos in whenever is convenient to ecophotocompetition@stmarysburghfield.org
	£27,437.57
	A totally FREE way to raise funds for our Church. Sign up and every time you spend money online through a participating store they donate to us, it’s so easy and costs you nothing so please sign up today. Click this link (you might need to copy & paste it) to sign up or refer friends & family to the scheme,  then search St Mary’s Burghfield https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/support-a-good-cause/step-1/?char=49900&invite=1vyzji&referral-campaign=s2s&utm_campaign=web-referral

	Emmaus What’s Emmaus about? It’s a group of friends who meet twice a month on the 1st & 3rd Wednesday mornings of the month (10-11.30am) to enjoy reading & talking about the Bible
	together, drinking coffee, munching biscuits & generally have a good chat. You don’t need to be a Bible scholar because we all learn together & help each other along the road.  We usually meet at Margaret’s house in  Loves Close.  Just ask Margaret, Susan Potter or  Lesley Brigden about it.  We’d love you to join in
	Hello, I am Marianne and hold Pilates classes in the Parish Centre.   I have started a brand new class for  ABSOLUTE BEGINNERS to Pilates✨.  No experience necessary, just a desire to start moving and exercising!  Tuesday afternoons, 2-3pm at  St Mary's Parish Centre,  Burghfield, RG30 3TG.   I would love you join us. For details on all my classes Tel.  07985 085597 or email pilatesforlife.org.uk. ✨
	Pilates For Life with Marianne 6.30pm (upper room)
	WEDNESDAY Yoga with Janet 10-11.30am (upper room) Contact: janetdacre@hotmail.com
	Pilates with Heather 6.30 & 7.30 pm (upper room)
	FRIDAY Yoga with Amanda 9.15-10.30am (upper room) Contact: amandacfox@protonmail.com  Pilates with Heather 12.30-1.30pm (upper room)
	SATURDAY Yoga Dance with Julie 10-11am (upper room)
	Fitsteps with Burghfield Dance Club 10.30-11.15am (lower room) Contact Ewa: burghfielddanceclub@gmail.com

