WELCOME - BIENVENUE TO CHRIST CHURCH IN THE MANCHE, AVRANCHES, for Evening prayer April 26th 2026
Welcome: 
As we come to worship today we are not alone. 
We stand before the throne of God	
with countless crowds
from every nation and race, tribe and language. Let us say with them, 
Salvation belongs to our God!  Alleluia!
Opening Prayer: 
Hymn: 366 Jesus is King
We run the race set before us, surrounded by a great crowd of witnesses. Therefore let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which clings so closely, bringing them to Jesus in penitence and faith.
We say together
O Jesus Christ, risen master and triumphant Lord,
we come to you in sorrow for our sins,
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief.

We have lived by our own strength,
and not by the power of your resurrection.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Lord, hear us and help us.

We have lived by the light of our own eyes,
as faithless and not believing.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Lord, hear us and help us.

We have lived for this world alone,
and doubted our home in heaven.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Lord, hear us and help us.

May almighty God, who sent his Son into the world to save sinners, bring us his pardon and peace, now and for ever.  Amen.
Prayer of thanksgiving
First reading: Acts 2; 42-47.

Hymn 19 All praise to our redeeming Lord

Psalm 23
1 The Lord is my shepherd, I lack nothing.
2     He makes me lie down in green pastures,
he leads me beside quiet waters,
3     he refreshes my soul.
He guides me along the right paths
    for his name’s sake.
4 Even though I walk
    through the darkest valley,[a]
I will fear no evil,
    for you are with me;
your rod and your staff,
    they comfort me.
5 You prepare a table before me
    in the presence of my enemies.
You anoint my head with oil;
    my cup overflows.
6 Surely your goodness and love will follow me
    all the days of my life,
and I will dwell in the house of the Lord
    forever.

Hymn 583 Safe in the shadow of the Lord

Second reading: 1 Peter 2; 18-25

Meditation with Recording: All in the April evening. 

Gospel reading: John 10 1-10
This is the gospel of Christ; 
Praise to you O Lord.

Sermon

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God:	

Though he was divine,
he did not cling to equality with God,
but made himself nothing.
Taking the form of a slave,
he was born in human likeness.
He humbled himself,
and was obedient to death  
even the death of the cross.
Therefore God has raised him on high,
and given him the name above every name:
that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bow,
and every voice proclaim that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.  Amen.
Hymn 835 Great is the darkness

Prayers of intercession: (Penny)
The Lord’s prayer 

Hymn: 442 Lord of the Church
The collect for today: 
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the resurrection and the life: raise us, who trust in him, from the death of sin to the life of righteousness, that we may seek those things which are above, where he reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

May the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with you always. Amen

Notices, tea, coffee and cake!

