WELCOME - BIENVENUE TO CHRIST CHURCH IN THE MANCHE, AVRANCHES
A service of Evening Prayer for the 3rd Sunday after Easter

Welcome

Introduction 
The light and peace of Jesus Christ be with you
And also with you.
The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.
Let us rejoice and sing God’s praise for ever.

Hymn 381 – Jesus stand among us

Prayers of penitence

Most merciful God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, we confess that we have sinned in thought, word and deed.
We have not loved you with our whole heart.
We have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
In your mercy forgive what we have been, help us to amend what we are, and direct what we shall be; that we may do justly,
love mercy, and walk humbly with you, our God.
Amen.

The word of God
After each reading:
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God

First reading - Acts 2:14a, 36-42
The Holy Spirit comes at Pentecost

Psalm 116.1-3, 10-end
1 I love the Lord, for he has heard the voice of my supplication; because he inclined his ear to me on the day I called to him.
2  The snares of death encompassed me; the pains of hell took hold of me; by grief and sorrow was I held.
3  Then I called upon the name of the Lord:  ‘O Lord, I beg you, deliver my soul.’
10  How shall I repay the Lord for all the benefits he has given to me?
11  I will lift up the cup of salvation and call upon the name of the Lord.
12  I will fulfil my vows to the Lord  in the presence of all his people.
13  Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his faithful servants.
14  O Lord, I am your servant, your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me from my bonds.
15  I will offer to you a sacrifice of thanksgiving  and call upon the name of the Lord.
16  I will fulfil my vows to the Lord in the presence of all his people,
17  In the courts of the house of the Lord,  in the midst of you, O Jerusalem. Alleluia.

Second reading 1 Peter 1.17-23
Jesus revealed for our sake
Hymn 
Tune Melita
1. Creator Spirit, by whose aid
The world's foundations first were laid,
Come, visit every humble mind;
Come, pour your joys on humankind;
From sin and sorrow set us free,
May we your living temples be.
2. O Source of light, our Counsellor,
The Father's help to us assure.
Come down, as promised, with your fire,
And hearts with heavenly love inspire.
Your sacred, healing message bring
To sanctify us while we sing.
3. Giver of grace, descend from high,
In answer to our earnest cry.
Help us eternal truths receive,
And practice all that we believe.
Give us your wisdom so we see
The glory of the Trinity.
4. Immortal honour, endless fame,
Attend the' almighty Father's name;
The Saviour-Son be glorified,
Who for all humankind has died;
And equal adoration rise,
To you, O Spirit, in the skies.

Gospel reading Luke 24.13-35
The Walk to Emmaus
The sermon
Affirmation of faith
Tune :Ode to joy

We believe in God the Father, 
God almighty, by whose plan
earth and heaven sprang to being,
all created things began.
We believe in Christ the Saviour,
Son of God in human frame,
virgin-born, the child of Mary
upon whom the Spirit came.

Christ, who on the cross forsaken,
like a lamb to slaughter led,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
he descended to the dead.
We believe in Jesus risen,
heaven’s king to rule and reign,
to the Father’s side ascended
till as judge he comes again.

We believe in God the Spirit;
in one church, below, above:
saints of God in one communion,
one in holiness and love.
So by faith, our sins forgiven,
Christ our Saviour, Lord and Friend,
we shall rise with him in glory
to the life that knows no end.

Prayers of intercession
The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.
Amen.

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you.

Offertory hymn 575 Rejoice, the Lord is King
Tune: Gopsal

Prayer of thanksgiving
Yours, Lord is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; all things come from you, and of your own do we give you. Amen.

Collect
Almighty Father, who in your great mercy gladdened the disciples with the sight of the risen Lord: give us such knowledge of his presence with us, that we may be strengthened and sustained by his risen life
and serve you continually in righteousness and truth; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

Hymn 173 – Glorious things of thee are spoken
Tune: Austria

Notices, 
Blessing and dismissal

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
