HOME WORSHIP AND GATHERING PRAYERS FOR MISSION AND COMMUNITY              
	                                                                                                                         
                                                              [image: page1image2093420464]

As we look back to Easter Sunday and forward to the rest of the forty days of Eastertide, let us celebrate the breaking forth of Creation in Spring and the return of swallows to Shincliffe on 8th April this year and the buds and blossom breaking out .
HYMN: Hills of the North rejoice 
  https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ufsfurSpPmM
Gathering      [footnoteRef:1]Lord Jesus Christ, we come before you, by your Spirit. We gather to remember the week leading to your resurrection. As hope filled the hearts of the disciples, Lord Jesus, come to us and fill our hearts with hope.  [1:  JG March 2026] 

Welcome  [footnoteRef:2]In worshipping we are changed and made whole as your goodness enters our soul. Let us worship God together.  Thank you, Jesus, that you rose again on Easter Day.  Let us praise you.  [2:  JG 1.3.26] 


PRAYERS OF ADORATION         
      
 [footnoteRef:3]Father God, we adore you and see the beautiful world you have given.  [3: ] 

Jesus, author of Creation,  we adore you and give thanks for the love you shower upon us.                                                                                          
Spirit we adore you and know your energy inspires us to worship,             
God: Father Son and Spirit we adore you and welcome you among us.                  
We give you thanks for the mountains and all Creation that lives upon them. 

2.
CONFESSION
Father God, we are sorry for the things we do wrong and thank you that your words were Father forgive them. 

PRAYER OF ASSSURANCE AND FORGIVENESS                                                                                         Thank you Lord, you are always with us and the bible says nothing can separate us from God’s love in Jesus Christ. Thank you that you love us, forgive us and bring us closer to you..  AMEN

THE WORD:  
The Beatitudes
5 When Jesus[a] saw the crowds, he went up the mountain; and after he sat down, his disciples came to him. 2 Then he began to speak, and taught them, saying:
3 ‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
4 ‘Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.
5 ‘Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.
6 ‘Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.
7 ‘Blessed are the merciful, for they will receive mercy.
8 ‘Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.
9 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for they will be called children of God.
10 ‘Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
11 ‘Blessed are you when people revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely[b] on my account. 12 Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.
Reflection [footnoteRef:4] [4:  JG 10.4.26.] 

Though written above in full, from the NRSV bible, for the joy of reading it, our short reflection today is on the first two Beatitudes.
The Beatitudes challenge us to invert our thinking about what is happiness – blessed are the poor in spirit – the ones we are sorry for, for heaven will be theirs. 
Blessed are the ones in the background, the meek, for they will inherit the earth, in other words, all that is blessed.
The world might not see those who suffer as blessed, but God knows the outcome, the meek might not fit with the way we see people do well, but they will be blessed and inheritors of the gifts of God, in His due time.
If life is difficult for us in spirit? If it is we can be heartened. Can we see how stepping back, taking the lesser part, if that is our path – may be in God’s greater plan?  
Our life with God, depends on a more permanent happiness, that of relationship and trust in Him, through Jesus. Let us reflect on that now. How can we grow the relationship?

WE PRAY:  OUR PRAYERS FOR THE WORLD and OUR COMMUNITY.                                                       Heavenly Father, we offer to you our prayers for the whole world, our planet and its people – for rich and poor, sick and healthy, mighty and lowly. United in our humanity, we bring before you all the people and places that are on our heart ...                                                                        Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
We pray for the mission of the church here. May our community be filled with your vision and be bold in mission to others. Bless all those organising mission at School, Friday Friends, in our Liturgies and Music and Wild Church.  
We thank you for the Spirit’s work in drawing people to you.   We ask that your streams of living water will flow through your church to a thirsty generation.                          Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer. 
We bring before you in quiet those known to us who need your healing.      Lord in your Mercy, hear our prayer									We offer personal prayers at this point.
We remember all who are facing death and those who grieve and mourn. May they know the comfort and peace of your presence.                                                                                  Lord in your Mercy, Hear our prayer. 
We remember all who have died. Xxxx May they rest in the eternal light and peace of your love.              Lord in your mercy, hear our prayer.
Lord Jesus Christ, Light of the world, by your Cross you have overcome all darkness that oppresses: Shine on us that we may grow and live together in your love, which makes us one with all humanity. ………..                                      
Accept these our prayers in the name of our Saviour and Lord, Jesus Christ. 

THE LORD’S PRAYER:                                                                                                                                                                         Our father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. And lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory. Now and for ever. [footnoteRef:5] Amen.  [5:  https://www.churchofengland.org/our-faith/what-we-believe/lords-prayer] 

HYMN:  Blest are the pure in Heart  
 https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=CgEfbSyfoqc&list=RDCgEfbSyfoqc&start_radio=1

BLESSING
Deep peace of the empty tomb.
Deep peace of the morning garden.
The eye of the Risen Christ be upon us in waking and sleeping. 		                                                                           The Risen Christ beside us.
The Risen Christ within us.						                                                                           The God of life go with us, this day and always. Amen
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