
CHURCH OF St. LUKE, USHAW MOOR, Co. DURHAM
ANNUAL REPORT
For the year ended 31st December 2025
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Background:
The Parish of St Luke, Ushaw Moor comprises 1 church.  It is one of 3 benefices held in plurality with St John, Meadowfield, St. Catherine, New Brancepeth and St. Paul, Waterhouses.
Aim and purposes:
The Parochial Church Council of (PCC) St. Luke’s has the responsibility to co-operate with the Parish Priest, the Rev’d Carl R. Peters in promoting the whole mission of the Church: pastoral, evangelical, social and ecumenical. It has maintenance responsibility for the Church building and adjacent hall.
Review of Activities:
 Priest’s report
To be presented at APCM
 Church wardens’ report

Financial Review:
We spent £2,508 more in 2025 than we received. (In 2024 we spent £2,621 more than received.)
Our receipts increased by £1,486 and payments increased by £1,373.
 The grand total of our cash assets at the end of 2025 was £27,098 (£29,605 at the end of 2024 and £32,226 at the end of 2023) 
Our Parish share of £13,860 was paid in full and on time; we hope to maintain this amount in 2026. 
Our fixed – price  gas and electricity contracts are now in force until Autumn 2028. We did receive compensation and full restitution for the excess we paid when new contracts were eventually implemented.
We will complete the process of changing our bank from Virgin Money to the Co-op in April 2026.
We have trialled a credit card reader in the hope of getting increased donations at baptisms and funerals, but this does not appear viable.

Maintenance:
There was no major planned maintenance. We have engaged a new architect to perform the quinquennial inspection in 2026. Following her visit and that of the diocesan advisor we have checked the gutters and downpipes on the South side (lower level – all were clear) and have had the apex ridge tiles above the organ loft re-cemented. The cement flashing also on the south side lower level has been repaired.
Part of the hall roof was blown off during one of the February storms and was replaced. The cost was paid by our insurer less £250 excess.
Annual maintenance was performed on heating boilers, fire extinguishers and portable electrical equipment (PAT)

Administrative Information:
St. Luke’s Church is a Forward in Faith Church in the Deanery of Durham and the Diocese of Durham. It is under the episcopal oversight of the Bishop of Beverley. The P.C.C. is a body corporate (PCC Powers Measure 1956, Church Representation Rules 2006) and is a charity currently excepted from registration with the Charity Commission.
The correspondence address is The Clergy House, Sawmills Lane, Brandon DH7 8NS.
Members of the PCC are either ex-officio or elected by the Annual Parochial Church Meeting in accordance with the Church Representation Rules. During the year 2024 the following served as members of the PCC

Priest			Rev’d C.R Peters (chair)
Church wardens	Mrs. E. Coatham
			Mr. L. Pinkney (lay representative on the Deanery Synod)
Elected members	Mrs. M. Malone
			Mr. C. Malone
			Mrs. R. Pinkney
			Mrs. L. Thompson (secretary)
			Mr. P. Whitton (treasurer) 
Committees:
Church electoral roll:
There are 31 people on the electoral roll.
Approved by the PCC on 23rd  February 2026 and signed on its behalf.


Rev’d. C.R. Peters, Chair
