WELCOME - BIENVENUE TO CHRIST CHURCH IN THE MANCHE, AVRANCHES, for a service for Palm Sunday

Welcome

Introduction 
In the name of Christ	(who died and was raised by the glory of the Father) we welcome you: grace, mercy and peace be with you all.
And also with you.

Blessing of the palm crosses

Hymn 9 – All glory, laud and honour
Tune: St Theodolph

Opening prayer
Lord, direct our thoughts, teach us to pray, lift up our hearts to worship you in Spirit and in truth, through Jesus Christ.  Amen.

Prayers of penitence
O Jesus Christ, risen master and triumphant Lord,we come to you in sorrow for our sins,
and confess to you our weakness and unbelief.

We have lived by our own strength, and not by the power of your resurrection.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Lord, hear us and help us.
We have lived by the light of our own eyes, as faithless and not believing.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Lord, hear us and help us.
We have lived for this world alone and doubted our home in heaven.
In your mercy, forgive us.
Lord, hear us and help us.

The word of God
After each reading:
This is the word of the Lord
Thanks be to God



First reading  - Zechariah 9:9-10
The coming of Zion’s king

Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29
1 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures for ever.
2 Let Israel now proclaim, ‘His mercy endures for ever.’
19 Open to me the gates of righteousness, that I may enter and give thanks to the Lord.
20 This is the gate of the Lord; the righteous shall enter through it.
21 I will give thanks to you, for you have answered me and have become my salvation.
22 The stone which the builders rejected has become the chief cornerstone.
23 This is the Lord’s doing, and it is marvellous in our eyes.
24 This is the day that the Lord has made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.
25 Come, O Lord, and save us we pray. 
Come, Lord, send us now prosperity.
26 Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord; we bless you from the house of the Lord.
27 The Lord is God; he has given us light; link the pilgrims with cords right to the horns of the altar.
28 You are my God and I will thank you; you are my God and I will exalt you.
29 O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures for ever.

Second reading Philippians 2:5-8

Hymn (Tune: Truro)
1 Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates;
behold, the King of glory waits;
the King of kings is drawing near;
the Saviour of the world is here!
2 Fling wide the portals of your heart;
make it a temple, set apart
from earthly use for heaven's employ,
adorned with prayer and love and joy.
3 Redeemer, come, with us abide;
our hearts to thee we open wide;
let us thy inner presence feel;
thy grace and love in us reveal.

4 Thy Holy Spirit lead us on
until our glorious goal is won;
eternal praise, eternal fame
be offered, Saviour, to thy name!

Gospel reading Matthew 21.1-11
Jesus’ Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem
The sermon
Affirmation of faith
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayers of intercession
The Lord’s Prayer 661

The Peace
The peace of the Lord be always with you
And also with you.

Offertory hymn 563 Praise to the holiest
(Tune: Gerontius) 

Prayer of thanksgiving
Yours, Lord is the greatness, the power, the glory, the splendour, and the majesty; all things come from you, and of your own do we give you. Amen.

Collect
Almighty and everlasting God, who in your tender love towards the human race sent your Son our Saviour Jesus Christ to take upon him our flesh and to suffer death upon the cross:
grant that we may follow the example of his patience and humility, and also be made partakers of his resurrection; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Hymn 457 -Make way, make way

Notices

Blessing and dismissal

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
In the name of Christ. Amen.
