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SUNDAY 15th March 

Mothering Sunday 
 

 

09:00 Holy Communion – Maxey 
10:30 Family Praise – Northborough 

18:00 BCP Evensong - Peakirk  
Morning Worship – A simple, reflective service of prayer, praise, and teaching.  

Sung Communion – A communion service enriched with traditional sung liturgy.  
Messy Church – Creative, hands-on worship for families of all ages.  

Celtic Evening Prayer – Peaceful, contemplative worship with Celtic liturgy.  
Holy Communion – A traditional service celebrating the Eucharist.  

Joyful Journey – Modern, relaxed, and fun worship for all ages.  
Family Praise – Lively, informal worship designed with families in mind.  
Evensong – A quiet, prayerful evening service with traditional liturgy.  

Family Communion – An accessible communion service suitable for all ages.  
Taizé – Meditative worship with simple chants and extended silence.  

United Benefice Communion – A shared communion service bringing the whole benefice together.   

 
 

https://9bridges.church/


Thought for Thursday  

  
I don’t normally contribute to this section but I am grateful for the opportunity, and 
gratefulness is my theme. 
 
This week my wife and I have returned from what should have been a week’s holiday in Dubai, 
which was extended due to the conflict, that closed airspace 90 minutes after we had arrived. 
Now, we were safe and very well looked after by the hotel staff but it is disconcerting to hear 
the booms and see the contrails, of the UAE air defence missiles. To not know if and when 
you will be able to fly home. To see the occupancy of the hotel dwindle from 100% to 15%. To 
have UAE government alerts pushed to our mobile phones, instructing us to take shelter. 
 
So why, you may ask, am I grateful? Firstly, for the outpouring of concern and love that we 
received, not just from family and friends. This community, our Benefice, reached out and 
wrapped us in their affection and for that we are so very grateful. At times like this we truly 
know who our friends are, we see it and we feel it. Sarah and I are so thankful to live in such a 
wonderful community and have a loving family. 
 
It brings to the front of my mind the many things that I fail to be grateful for on a daily basis. 
Our safety and security, access to housing, to food, fresh water, medical support, all things 
that many people caught up in this conflict, no longer have. 
 
So, take a moment to think about the ones you love, the community around you, just how 
fortunate we are and embrace your life. Hold it tight and if you can, give back. 
 
Simon (Benefice Administrator) 
 

Benefice Prayers 

🙏 For Our Community 

We lift up in prayer all who live in Welmore Road, Glinton, Crowson Crescent, 
Northborough, St Andrews Road, Northborough & St Benedicts Close, Glinton. May 
they be surrounded by love, peace, and the presence of God in their daily lives. 

 

💙 For Those in Need of Healing  
We pray for all who are suffering in mind, body, or spirit, especially those dear to 
us: Ann Rata, David Cupit and Bill Dean. May they find strength, comfort, and 
restoration.  

🕊 For Those We Hold in Our Hearts  
We remember with love those who have gone before us: especially, David Tapscott, 
Deborah Lakey and Robert Layen. Eternal rest grant unto them, O Lord, and let 
perpetual light shine upon them.   



 
 

Services Next Week 

SUNDAY 22nd March 

09:00 Holy Communion – Northborough  
10:30 Family Holy Communion - Glinton  

18:00 Taizé – Maxey  
  

 
 

 

How can we help? 💬 
 

Life can be a lot sometimes — you don’t have to figure it out on your own. 
Our Benefice Community Help drop-in runs every Friday, 2–4pm at St. 

Benedict’s Church. 
No pressure, no forms, no cost — just people who want to listen and help 

where they can. You can: 
 

☕ Pop in for a coffee and a chat 
📍 Ask about local services or issues 

💭 Share worries (big or small) 
📱 Get help with phones, tablets, or online stuff 

🤝 Or just sit and be for a while 
You don’t need to be religious. 
You don’t need to be in crisis. 

 
It’s completely free. 

Just come as you are — we’ll start with one simple question: 
How can we help? 

Feel free to share or tag someone who might find this useful 💛 



 
 

DATES for your DIARY 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saturday 14th March 
 

It’s time for Benefice@TheBoozer (B@TB) 
to invite you for refreshments and a 

friendly chat 
 

St. Benedict’s Church 
Glinton 

 
09:30 – 11:00 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Mothering Sunday 

15th March 2026  

Services across the Benefice 

 

St. Benedict’s Church, Glinton 

Lent Lunch 

 

Wednesday 18th March 2026  

12:00 - 13:30 

Glinton Village Hall 

 

Homemade soup, crusty bread, cake and 
drink 

 

Tickets £10 from 

Julie 01733 252712 

Helena 07802 279756 
 



 

St. Andrew’s Church, Northborough 

 

Tea at Three 

 

A series of events with tea and cakes 

 

A book exchange 

Toys and squash for children 

 



The Nine Bridges Benefice Choir is delighted to 
be singing Sir John Stainer’s much-loved 
Passiontide work The Crucifixion during Holy 
Week, on Tuesday 31st March at 7.00pm, at St 
Peter’s, Maxey. 
First performed in 1887, The Crucifixion is a 
deeply moving meditation on the events of Good 
Friday. Written to be accessible yet profoundly 
expressive, it weaves together scripture, 
reflective choruses, and well-known 
congregational hymns that invite listeners to 
contemplate the meaning of Christ’s suffering 
and love. For many, its music has become 
inseparable from the spiritual journey of Holy 
Week. 
The Nine Bridges Benefice Choir draws together 
singers from across our churches, united by a 
shared love of worship, music, and community. 
Regularly leading services and special events 
around the benefice, the choir brings warmth, 
commitment, and joy to everything it sings. 
We are especially pleased to be joined by our 
soloists Bradley Smith (Tenor) and Simon 
Richards (Bass), whose roles as the Evangelist 
and Christus bring clarity, drama, and depth to 
this powerful work. 
All are very welcome to come and listen, reflect, 
and prepare their hearts for Easter through this 
beautiful and prayerful music. 

 

NEWS 

 



 

 
 

Across Peterborough is a communication tool with a website, social media and 
newsletter.  

It is managed by Light Project Peterborough 
https://www.lightprojectpeterborough.org.uk 

whose aim is to enable and 
equip the church and community to heal the broken hearted,  

set free the oppressed and bring good news to the poor. 
 

Wherever you are on your life journey we hope you will find something useful 
there. 

Their aim is to showcase some of the amazing work done in our city and 
provide  

resources that will help improve the Peterborough community. 
 

We will be sharing more content from across the city in the future. 
https://www.acrosspeterborough.org.uk 

 

REGULAR DATES for your DIARY 

 

Every Wednesday 

St Benedict’s Glinton 

Singing Club for Children 

https://9bridges.church/singing-
club/ 

 

https://www.lightprojectpeterborough.org.uk/
https://www.lightprojectpeterborough.org.uk/
https://www.acrosspeterborough.org.uk/
https://9bridges.church/singing-club/
https://9bridges.church/singing-club/


This Week’s Collect and Readings 
 

Collect 

Merciful Lord, you know our struggle to serve you: when sin spoils our lives 

and overshadows our hearts, come to our aid and turn us back to you again; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen 

 

1 Samuel 16.1–13 

The LORD said to Samuel, ‘How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from 
being king over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the 
Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.’ Samuel said, ‘How 
can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill me.’ And the LORD said, ‘Take a heifer with you, and 
say, “I have come to sacrifice to the LORD.” Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show 
you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom I name to you.’ Samuel 
did what the LORD commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city came to 
meet him trembling, and said, ‘Do you come peaceably?’ He said, ‘Peaceably; I have 
come to sacrifice to the LORD; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.’ 
And he sanctified Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. When they came, 
he looked on Eliab and thought, ‘Surely the LORD’s anointed is now before the LORD.’ But 
the LORD said to Samuel, ‘Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, 
because I have rejected him; for the LORD does not see as mortals see; they look on the 
outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart.’ Then Jesse called Abinadab, and 
made him pass before Samuel. He said, ‘Neither has the LORD chosen this one.’ Then 
Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, ‘Neither has the LORD chosen this one.’ 
Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse, ‘The LORD 
has not chosen any of these.’Samuel said to Jesse, ‘Are all your sons here?’ And he said, 
‘There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.’ And Samuel said to Jesse, 
‘Send and bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.’ He sent and brought 
him in. Now he was ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The LORD said, 
‘Rise and anoint him; for this is the one.’ Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed 
him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit of the LORD came mightily upon David 
from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to Ramah. 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 

 

Psalm 23 



The Lord is my shepherd;  therefore can I lack nothing. He makes me lie down in green 
pastures and leads me beside still waters. He shall refresh my soul and guide me in 
the paths of righteousness for his name’s sake. Though I walk through the valley of the 
shadow of death, I will fear no evil; for you are with me; your rod and your staff, they 
comfort me. You spread a table before me in the presence of those who trouble me; 
you have anointed my head with oil and my cup shall be full. Surely goodness and 
loving mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of the 
Lord for ever. 

 

Ephesians 5.8–14 

For once you were darkness, but now in the Lord you are light. Live as children of light— 
for the fruit of the light is found in all that is good and right and true. Try to find out what 
is pleasing to the Lord. Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, butinstead 
expose them. For it is shameful even to mention what such people do secretly; but 
everything exposed by the light becomes visible, for everything that becomes visible is 
light. Therefore it says, ‘Sleeper, awake! Rise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.’ 

This is the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God 

 

John 9.1-41 

Hear the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to John. 

All    Glory to you, O Lord.  

As he walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, ‘Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?’ Jesus answered, ‘Neither this 
man nor his parents sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in 
him. We must work the works of him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when 
no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.’ When he had 
said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the salivaand spread the mud on 
the man’s eyes, saying to him, ‘Go, wash in the pool of Siloam’ (which means Sent). Then 
he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbours and those who had 
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, ‘Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?’ 
Some were saying, ‘It is he.’ Others were saying, ‘No, but it is someone like him.’ He kept 
saying, ‘I am the man.’ But they kept asking him, ‘Then how were your eyes opened?’ He 
answered, ‘The man called Jesus made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, “Go 
to Siloam and wash.” Then I went and washed and received my sight.’ They said to him, 
‘Where is he?’ He said, ‘I do not know.’ They brought to the Pharisees the man who had 
formerly been blind. Now it was a sabbath day when Jesus made the mud and opened 
his eyes. Then the Pharisees also began to ask him how he had received his sight. He 
said to them, ‘He put mud on my eyes. Then I washed, and now I see.’ Some of the 



Pharisees said, ‘This man is not from God, for he does not observe the sabbath.’ But 
others said, ‘How can a man who is a sinner perform such signs?’ And they were divided. 
So they said again to the blind man, ‘What do you say about him? It was your eyes he 
opened.’ He said, ‘He is a prophet.’ The Jews did not believe that he had been blind and 
had received his sight until they called the parents of the man who had received his sight 
and asked them, ‘Is this your son, who you say was born blind? How then does he now 
see?’ His parents answered, ‘We know that this is our son, and that he was born blind; 
but we do not know how it is that now he sees, nor do we know who opened his eyes. 
Ask him; he is of age. He will speak for himself.’ His parents said this because they were 
afraid of the Jews; for the Jews had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to 
be the Messiah would be put out of the synagogue. Therefore his parents said, ‘He is of 
age; ask him.’ So for the second time they called the man who had been blind, and they 
said to him, ‘Give glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.’ He answered, ‘I do not 
know whether he is a sinner. One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.’ 
They said to him, ‘What did he do to you? How did he open your eyes?’ He answered 
them, ‘I have told you already, and you would not listen. Why do you want to hear it 
again? Do you also want to become his disciples?’ Then they reviled him, saying, ‘You 
are his disciple, but we are disciples of Moses. We know that God has spoken to Moses, 
but as for this man, we do not know where he comes from.’ The man answered, ‘Here is 
an astonishing thing! You do not know where he comes from, and yet he opened my 
eyes. We know that God does not listen to sinners, but he does listen to one who 
worships him and obeys his will. Never since the world began has it been heard that 
anyone opened the eyes of a person born blind. If this man were not from God, he could 
do nothing.’ They answered him, ‘You were born entirely in sins, and are you trying to 
teach us?’ And they drove him out. Jesus heard that they had driven him out, and when 
he found him, he said, ‘Do you believe in the Son of Man?’ He answered, ‘And who is he, 
sir? Tell me, so that I may believe in him.’ Jesus said to him, ‘You have seen him, and the 
one speaking with you is he.’ He said, ‘Lord, I believe.’ And he worshipped him. Jesus 
said, ‘I came into this world for judgement so that those who do not see may see, and 
those who do see may become blind.’ Some of the Pharisees near him heard this and 
said to him, ‘Surely we are not blind, are we?’ Jesus said to them, ‘If you were blind, you 
would not have sin. But now that you say, “We see”, your sin remains. 

This is the Gospel of our Lord; Praise to you, O Christ 
 
 
 

 
 



And Finally 
 

Nine Bridges Benefice (The Parishes of Etton, Glinton, Maxey, 

Northborough, Peakirk)  

  
 

    
 

BENEFICE CHRISTMAS QUIZ ANSWERS & PRIZE WINNERS 

  

No CLUE 
letters in 

words in 

answer 
ANSWER 

Christmas no 1's (Title - singer/group) 

1 
An ardent admiring scouser with extended 

locks - Affectionate version of James, Bishop 

of Salisbury in the 11th century 
4,6,5,4,9 - 5,6 Long haired lover from Liverpool 

- Jimmy Osmond 

2 
Seasonal 26 letters - Affectionate version of 

Richard born on Feb 14th? 
9,8 - 6,9 Christmas Alphabet - Dickie 

Valentine 

3 

Encouraging us to have a fun time - Named 

after a Welsh 7th century virgin martyr at her 

shrine 
4,4,1,5 - 8,6 Let's have a party - Winifred 

Atwell  

4 

It's like we have run into each other - On the 

floor by the door with another t, A wax light 

with r instead of n 
4,2,7 - 4,6 When we collide - Matt Cardle 

5 

Martin Luther King Jr speech/In the UK Spring 

and Summer are hopefully these - Living to 

the left of the Greenwich meridian 

1,4,1,5/7,2,3,3 

- 8 
I have a dream/Seasons in the 

sun - Westlife 

6 

My sibling does not weigh much - A group 

working together for fairness equity and moral 

rightness 

2,4,5,3,2,7 - 

3,7,10 
He ain't heavy he's my brother - 

The justice collective 

7 
Japanse mixed up say roana  in English - A 

hat-trick for these females 7 - 3,5,5 
Goodbye - The Spice Girls 

8 

A Scottish headland of relative wheel 

covering/female place of education - Give lift 

to an aeroplane 
4,2,7/5,6 - 5 Mull of Kintyre/Girl's School - 

Wings 

9 
Very tall building - Shortened Samuel, A 

portable prefabricated bridge 10 - 3,6 
Skyscraper - Sam Bailey 

10 
Cannot be bettered - Short Edward, Feminine 

pronoun + mixed up near 7 - 2,7 
Perfect - Ed Sheeran 

11 
A musical composition for the voice about our 

planet - Archangel protector against evil, Male 

offspring of a person of all trades 
5,4 - 7,7 Earth Song - Michael Jackson 

Christmas/New year traditions 
12 Osculating beneath the viscum album 7,5,3,9 Kissing under the mistletoe 

13 
The last Sunday before Advent making 

puddings 4,2,6 Stir up Sunday 

14 
Young people going to see the seasonal 

nocturnal visitor 
8,8,6,9 Children visiting Father 

Christmas 

15 
Visiting homes with coal, whisky, bread and 

salt very early on Jan 1st 5,7 First footing 



16 
Applying lights etc to that introduced to the UK 

by Prince Albert 10,1,9,4 Decorating a Christmas tree 

17 Travelling to a fun entertainment often based 

on a fairy tale or nursery rhymn 5,2,1,9 Going to a Pantomime 

18 Scottish New Year's eve party 8 Hogmanay 

19 
Automobile lubricant without i, musically 

voicing from door to door 5,7 Carol singing 

20 Hung on the front door 9,6 Christmas Wreath 
21 Snapping a Tom Smith invention 7,1,9,7 Pulling a Christmas Cracker 

22 
Suspending, Seasonal, goods kept by a shop 

in g 7,2,1,9,8 Hanging up a Christmas stocking 

Animals/Birds associated with Christmas  

23 
Sounds like a place for boats to load and 

offload on the Rotherham river 6 Donkey 

24 Even-toed ungulate often in a caravan 5 Camel 

25 
Gliding on the surface paddling underneath 

given on New Years day 5 
Swans 

26 
Take out the short sleeveless cloak from 

capture + that used to unlock 6 
Turkey 

27 Leading piece of tack + sounds like expensive 8 Reindeer 
28 On Christmas day an alternative to 26 5 Goose 
29 The bird associated with peace at Christmas 4 Dove 
30 Given in pyrus nivalis on Christmas Day 9 Partridge 
31 Stealing? Touched by a drop of holy blood? 5,9 Robin redbreast 
Places with names or part names associated withChristmas 

32 
A Christmas Hymn, the village grassy area - 

Warwickshire 5,5 
Carol Green 

33 The  Virgin's harbour? - Cumbria 8 Maryport 
34 "Christmas city USA" - Steel town PA 9 Bethlehem 

35 
Surrounded by water in the Pacific and Indian 

Oceans 9,6 
Christmas Island 

36 Terminus for LNER trains 5,5 King's Cross 
37 The USA state for Jesus' mother? 8 Virginia or Maryland 

38 
A village in the West Riding of Yorkshire with 

a young woolly centre 11 Flamborough 
39 A nice and steady model T 10 Stableford 
Films, Pantomimes and TV this Christmas 

40 Who will be judged the best on the floor this 

year? 8,4,7,9,7 
Strictly come dancing Christmas 

special 
41 The fairest of all plus seven 4,5,3,3,5,6 Snow White and the seven dwarfs 

42 Aardman's iconic sheep - sheep's clothing, A 

canal digger father 5,3,5 - 6,7 
Shaun the Sheep - Fleece 

Navidad 
43 Film starring a royal Colin Firth 3,5,6 The King's Speech 
44 The nuptials of two bird frighteners 3,10,7 The Scarecrows' Wedding 
45 Somnolent gorgeous female 8,6 Sleeping Beauty  

46 
A Film, but also a seasonal song by Cliff re 

kissing berry and drink 9,3,4 Mistletoe and Wine 

47 
Who you need to call for that special delivery 

in Poplar 4,3,7 Call the midwife 

48 
Pantomime - Stealing? Head covering - in the 

green trees 5,4 Robin Hood   

49 
Film - The period around December 25th in 

London W11 9.2,7,4 Christmas in Notting Hill 



50 Sounds like Precious stones, Netherlands', 

Sound your horn at a child carer 5,8,10 Jools Holland's Hootenanny 

Miscellaneous 
51 Nazarene carpenter 6 Joseph 
52 A little mixed up pines mice 5,4 Mince Pies 
53 Nelson's view at Christmas 9,9,4 Norwegian Christmas tree 
54 Started on 13 finished with flaming brandy 9,7 Christmas pudding 
55 S in the present male 7 Snowman 

56 
Derogatory name for policemen in mixed up 

tables + ink with no i 4,2,8 Pigs in blankets 

57 
First commissioned in 1843 and sold for 1 

shilling each 9,5 Christmas cards 

58 Under the tree particularly for children 9,8 Christmas presents 

59 
A very modern interpretation of the Dicken's 

classic in Northampton 9,5,5,5,4 
Christmas Carol drone light show 

60 The first line of the linked arms Scot's poem 6,4,12,2,6 
Should auld acquaintance be 

forgot 
The first line of a Christmas Carol is the answer - The clue is the last line including the chorus. The 

last word of the answer is also given 
61 He came from the glorious kingdom - boy 3,6,4,3,1,4,3 The Virgin Mary had a baby boy 
62 Worship Christ the new-born King - glory 6,4,3,6,2,5 Angels from the realms of glory 
63 Guide us to thy perfect light - are 2,5,5,2,6,3 We three Kings of Orient are 
64 To the place where he is gone - city 4,2,5,6,4 Once in royal David's city 
65 Sweet singing in the choir - ivy 3,5,3,3,3 The holly and the ivy 
66 Christ is born in Bethlehem - snow 3,4,3,7,4 See amid the winter's snow 
67 The Prince of Glory when he came - straw 3,3,5,2,1,3,2,5 See him lying on a bed of straw 
68 Jesus Lord at thy birth - night 6,5,4,5 Silent night, holy night 
69 Our Lord Emmanuel - Bethlehem 1,6,4,2,9 O little town of Bethlehem 

70 
We wish you a merry Christmas and a happy 

New Year - Christmas 2,4,3,1,5,9 We wish you a merry Christmas 

  
  Note: For question 3 In some lists this is given as Lets have another party. Sorry for the 

confusion, but virtually everybody got it  
           right and nobody lost points for this question. 
           All the entrant's information will only be used for the quiz and will only be retained until 

28th Feb 2026 
  

PRIZE WINNERS 

  1st - £25 Tom Slater - Orton Waterville 

  

2nd - Packhorse Northborough 

Voucher The Windsors - Bretton 

  3rd - Blue Bell Glinton Voucher Carol Spinks - Northborough 

  

4th - Ruddy Duck Peakirk 

Voucher  Adrian Rostron - Glinton 

  

5th - Golden Pheasant Etton 

Voucher Angela Trotter - Etton 

  6th - Blue Bell Maxey Voucher Mick Loveder - Maxey 



  
  

  

  
Only 21 quizzes were returned and only 3 had all correct answers. It shows that it is 

worth sending your entry in  

  
even if you have not managed to 

complete the quiz 
 

  

  
  

  

Many thanks to those who donated the prizes  

& all those who helped sell the quiz        

  
  

  
           All the entrant's information will only be used for the quiz and will only be retained until 

28th Feb 2026 

 
Sincere apologies for the delay in distribution, due to the delay returning from 

Dubai. 

Your continued feedback on the format of this email, as we evolve our 
delivery mechanism, is very much appreciated. 

Simon 

admin@9bridges.church 

You can use the email address above to UNSUBSCRIBE 
You are also free to share this with friends and relatives, who can in turn 

SUBSCRIBE by emailing the same address 

 

mailto:admin@9bridges.church

