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Adapted from a Message from Bishop Rachel

Many of you will be aware that a few weeks ago the General Synod
of the Church of England met in London to debate and take
decisions on a number of significant matters, and it was good to be
there alongside Bishop Robert and the seven wonderful members
from this diocese.

As always, it has been quite frustrating reading some of the media

reports, particularly when it came to the reporting on the five hour debate focused on
‘Living in Love and Faith’ (LLF). Much of the reporting has implied that where we have
reached is the final end of the road, rather than a recognition that it is more akin to arriving
at a significant and painful crossroads. The process entitled ‘Living in Love and Faith’ has
ended, and a new road has been agreed. Synod approved a motion confirming the LLF
programme is to conclude and a new working group to be established. In arriving at this
crossroads, many people have had to give up much, and it has been costly and painful,
most pointedly for so many LGBTQI+ sisters and brothers ...

Throughout General Synod, at points of decision-making whether on legislative matters or
debates focused on different spheres of the Church’s mission, moments of voting often felt
like standing at a crossroads to see where our collective listening to different perspectives
and stories coming from different angles, might take us.

For me, that sense of crossroads and places of crossing, resonated strongly with the
theme of Lent, as we looked within ourselves and our communities — our desires, longings
and temptations — and the choices ever before us, as we are called to deny ourselves and
take up our cross.

In Lent, some of us received crosses of ash on our forehead, reminding us not only of our
fragility and brokenness, as we are called to remember ‘that we are dust and to dust we
shall return’, but also of our beautiful abiding in Christ. The cross of Christ does indeed
mark the intersection of two very different paths.

| love the story of the Rabbi who proclaimed that having two pockets is important. In the
one pocket there should be a slip of paper with the words ‘I am dust and ashes’ and in the
other, a slip of paper with the words ‘For my sake was the world created.’

| hope that in the coming days, we will find ways of creating space to inhabit deeper prayer
and reflection on Scripture, and allow ourselves to reach places of crossroads and crossing
within us as individuals and communities: to have courage to acknowledge our sin and



failings while also discovering yet more of our beauty and potential as we open ourselves
to the overwhelming love and grace of God.

In Gloucester, the main streets are named after the points of the compass: Northgate,
Southgate, Westgate and Eastgate, and they converge at a place known as ‘The Cross’.
Indeed, it is not unusual for people to choose this as a meeting place — Guy and | often
agree to meet in town ‘at the cross’.

This might be a very good metaphor for us to carry into Easter. As we keep our eyes on
Christ’s cross, yet already with the empty tomb on the horizon, may there be surprising
places within us, between us and around us of ‘meeting at the cross’ — and if giving
something up (or taking something on) enables this to happen, then rejoice.

With my thanks and prayers as ever,

+ @M\.

A Prayer for Easter

Lord Jesus,
| thank you for the peace you offer through your Resurrection.

When I’'m troubled draw me to your calming presence;

replace anxiety with trust and fear with assurance;

let Your peace guard my heart and mind today;

help me rest in the truth that you are alive, in control and near.

May your Resurrection peace fill my home, my relationships, and my soul this Easter.

From the Parish Registers
Funeral and Burial 13" March 2026 José Turl RIP

Baptism anniversaries

This month we celebrate the anniversaries of the Baptisms
on 6™ April 2023: Reuben Edward Poppy Elizabeth
Isadora Emilia Isabella Rose
on 30" April 2023: Roseanna Summer
on 21% April 2024: Amaya Elizabeth
Please remember them and their families in your prayers.

MOTHERING SUNDAY thanks

Mothering Sunday this year fell on March 15™. It was a day to honour
mothers, grandmothers, and other mother figures, giving us time to plan
celebrations or send our love. In our service we thanked God for our earthly
opportunities for mothering and being mothered and we also remembered the
mothering parenthood of God.

Thank you to Ven. Ron for leading this memorable time, to Pam, who again kindly,
provided the beautiful plants distributed to the ladies, to Rosie for expertly playing us out
and to Fiona who baked and decorated the wonderful Simnel cake — it was delicious!




APRIL

SERVICES AND EVENTS

Apr 2" MAUNDY THURSDAY 2.30pm Lent Reading Group
5pm HOLY COMMUNION

Apr 3 600D FRIDAY

10.30am Coffee Morning with hot cross buns at Twyning Chapel, leaving at

11.30am Pilgrimage walk to Twyning Church, Family Lunch plus Activities
2.30pm A Service of Reflection on the Crucifixion in Church

Casier

HelSRisenl  App 5™ F4STER DAY 9.30am FAMILY COMMUNION

Apr 8™
Apr 12™

Apr 13™
Apr 14™
Apr 18™

Apr 19™
Apr 26™

MAY
May 3™

May 6™
May 10™

May 12™
May 14™

May 17*

May 24™
May 31°

Wednesday

Sunday

Monday
Tuesday
Saturday

Sunday
Sunday

Sunday
Wednesday
Sunday

Wednesday
Thursday

Sunday

Sunday
Sunday

10-12

PARISH COFFEE MORNING @

with Caroline & David, Tudor Cottage, Church End

9.30am

1.30pm
7.30pm
9-12.30

9.30am
9.30am

9.30am
7.00pm
9.30am

10-12

PARISH COMMUNION
with Acorns Stall and Refreshments

Open the Book

Annual Parochial Church Meeting in church

Twyning School

Glos & Bristol Bellringers Association
ringing competition + hospitality in church

MORNING PRAISE
PARISH COMMUNION + Refreshments

PARISH COMMUNION
Bellringers AGM in church

PARISH COMMUNION
with Acorns Stall and Refreshments

PARISH COFFEE MORNING

with Vera and Ron at Whistledown, The Green

time tbc

9.30am

9.30am
9.30am

ASCENSION DAY COMMUNION
at Tewkesbury Abbey

MORNING PRAISE

PARISH COMMUNION + Refreshments
PARISH COMMUNION



Readings, Readers & Hymns

9.30am readings 1 & 2™ hymns
unless time given [small lectionary] | readings NEH unless stated
2" April Exodus 12.1-4,11-14
Maundy Thursday 1 Corinths 11.23-26 p145 tbc
at 5pm John 13.1-17,31b-35
: 112 Jesus lives! Thy terrors
th
5™ April Acts 19-34'43 p191 Jac 110 Jesus Christ is risen today
Easter (Day Colossians 3.1-4 Taylor | 117 The day of resurrection
. , Matthew 28.1-10 120 Thine be the glory
Family Communion
12! April Acts 2.14a,22-32  p197 Mandy | 124 Ye choirs of new Jerusalem
Eastor 2 1 Peter 1 3’9 Hunt | 339 Be thou my vision
aster eter 1.o- 112 Jesus lives! Thy terrors
Parish Communion John 20.19-31 106 Come ye faithful, raise
19" April Acts 2.143.36-41 p200 91 | danced in the morning JP
Easter 3 1 Peter 1 1’7 23 Lucy 192 Our Father who is in heaven
aster eter 1.17- Jones 50 Give me oil in my lamp
Morning Praise Luke 24.13-35
26" April Acts 2.42-47 p204 | ?‘1‘2 Eom,e 'etdus om
era ove’s redeeming wor
Easter 4 1 Peter 2.19-25 Hesketh | 408 Love Divine, all loves excelling
Parish Communion John 10.1-10 436 Praise, my soul the King
3" May Acts 7.55-60 p207 103 Alleluya, alleluya hearts
Mike 343 Bright the vision
Easter 5 1 Peter 2.2-10 Jones 146 Holy, holy, holy
Parish Communion John 14.1-14 106 Come ye faithful
10" May Acts 17.22-31 p210 64 Be thou my guardian
Easter 6 1 Peter 3.13-22 Nicola 124 Ye choirs of new Jerusalem
aster eter o.1s- McKeever | 374 How sweet the name
Parish Communion John 14.15-21 484 The Church’s 1 foundation
17" May contemporary Olivi "
Easter 7 John 17.1-11 via ¢
Morning Praise
o4th May Acts 2.1-21 p221 137 Come down O love divine
1 Corinthi 12.3b-13 Arthur 342 Breathe on me
Pentecost orinthians .z.50- Storey | 138 Come, Holy Ghost
Parish Communion John 14.15-31a 139(i) Come. Thou Holy Spirit
315 May Isaiah 40.12-17. 27-31 62 |, the Lord of sea and sky
- L ’ Richard | 12 As the deer pants RED
Trinity Sunday 2 Corinthians 13.11-13 Bailey 162 Seek ye first
Parish Communion Matthew 28.16-20 p229 123 Lord the light of your love

Our website: http://www.achurchnearyou.com/twyning-st-mary-magdalene

Everyone is always welcome at all our services. Contact us on:
Rev'd Canon Nick Davies 01684 850 959
01684 294 325
01684 294 325
01684 298 268

Vicar:

Reader & Parish Lay Minister:

Churchwarden:
Hon. Treasurer:

Angela Cole
Chris Cole

Richard Bailey




Family Baster Trails

During the Easter Holidays bring your youngsters to Twyuing
Chureh in Chareh End, +o enjoy three fantastic Easter trails,
aromd and inside the Chureh and pick np an Easter el

This activity is open to ouvgsters of all ages; trail sheets are n the charch poreh.
Any dueries please email angelacole135Motmail.com or emilyhastingsactingupdgmail.com

This event is brought to you by Twyning Church and Twyning Chapel.

Also for families:

Chapel to Church
Good Friday
Family Nature Trail

10.30 Twyning Chapel Coffee Morning
with Hot Cross Buns

11.30 Nature walk to Church End @

12.15 Soup and roll lunch (free)

1pm Family scavenger hunts and

activities (win a chocolate egg!)
2.30 Good Friday Service

Join in whatever you fancy!



An important date for your diary:
Twyning Church’s Annual Meeting (APCM)
Tuesday 14™ April at 7.30pm in church

Please put this date and time in your diary. This is an important meeting
in the life of our church — do come if you can.

Additional Service Booklets

Canon Nick is introducing seasonal service books in Twyning, as he is
doing at the Abbey. In addition to the now familiar booklets for ‘ordinary’
times, he is gradually introducing service orders for Lent, Easter-tide,
Advent and Christmas. We thank all who have been, and will be,
involved in producing these - to make the passing of the church seasons
more obvious and their celebration more meaningful.

What is the Parish Giving Scheme?

PGS enables you to give to your chosen church monthly, quarterly or annually by Direct Debit. You
can set up your Direct Debit online, fill in a gift form at church, or call our team and we will talk you
through it, step by step. You can also make a one-off gift to your church online at any time.

At PGS, we make it safe and easy for you to give and just as safe and easy for your church to
receive. We process gifts and Gift Aid on your church’s behalf, so every pound you give can be put
to Christian service in your community.

A unique feature of PGS is the option for givers to increase their gift annually in line with inflation.
While this is a voluntary decision, it is one that could potentially have a huge impact on the life and
future of your church. We'll calculate the difference each year and notify you in advance to ask if
you're happy to increase your gift by the cost of living. If you manage your giving online, you can
easily change the amount you give at any time. Alternatively, you can contact us, & we'll adjust the
gift for you. If eligible & you give permission, we can reclaim Gift Aid at 25% for Twyning Church.

The Parish Giving Schene helps you to:

Give monthly, quarterly or annually by Direct Debit

Make a one-off gift

Sign up to inflation-linked giving annually, if you choose

Enhance your giving by adding Gift Aid at 25% to your gift

Give anonymously, if you prefer

Give securely
There are three ways in which you can set up a Direct Debit to give regularly to Twyning church

Via paper 'Gift Form' — available from your PGS parish representative

Via our telephone service on 0333 002 1271, Monday to Friday, 9am - 5pm

Via a website info@parishgiving.org.uk using the 'Find my parish’ search tool,
Although payments are made to PGS, gifts will only be made to the parish you specify and cannot
be used elsewhere. Our team will process your Gift Aid declaration, where applicable, and then the
gift will be passed back to your parish by the 10th of the month. The Gift Aid sum will be sent
separately once we have received it from HMRC.

«=+|f you feel that you can contribute to Twyning Church in this way, please
speak to Richard Bailey, our Hon Church Treasurer.




Spring seedlings - a suggestion

You may have sown some seeds, for vegetables or flowers, and find

that you have too many. If so, it would be good if you could bring the

the spare seedlings to the church porch & leave them for others who’ve

not been as forward thinking (or able!!) I’m sure there would be others

who would be glad to have these and grow them on — all good for the world!!
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Benefice of
Tewkesbury Abbey with
Walton Cardiff & Twyning

We are part of the Benefice of Tewkesbury with Walton Cardiff &Twyning
with Revd Canon Nick Davies as our vicar

For the full list of Easter Services, please see the Abbey website.

Holy Saturday | 4 April
8pm Easter Liturgy

Easter Day | 5 April

10.30am High Mass
with children’s church

5pm Solemn Evensong
with Te Deum

The Abbey Shop

A warm welcome is waiting for you in the Abbey Shop,

located in St James’ Chapel within the Abbey.

You will find a selection of guidebooks about the Abbey
alongside a wide range of gifts, cards and souvenirs.

We also sell tickets for Abbey Tours, talks and concerts.

Please note the Abbey Shop is taking card purchases only.

The Abbey Shop is now open

Mon - Sat: 10am — 4pm

Sun: After the morning service until 4pm.

The Abbey Garden Cafe

Our cafe is located in the Visitor Centre.

Join us for delicious homemade food, drinks
and cakes made by our experienced

staff. Whether it be for lunch or a light snack,
we're sure to have something that meets your
needs. Do come in and say hi.

Please note that the cafe takes cards only.
There are toilets also inside the Visitor Centre.
The Abbey Garden Cafe is now open

Mon - Sat: 9am — 4pm; Sun:11am — 3pm
Breakfast served from 9am to 11:30am
Lunch served from 11:30am to 2:30pm




Services times at Tewkesbury Abbey (please check with Abbey Bulletin)

Sunday 7.30am Morning Prayer Wednesday 9am Morning Prayer
8am Holy Communion BCP 4pm Centering Prayer
10.30am High Mass with Children’s Church | Thursday 9am Morning Prayer
5pm Evensong 1lam Holy Communion (BCP)
Monday 9am Morning Prayer 5.30 Choral Evensong
4pm Evening Prayer /5.30 Choral Evensong Friday 9am Morning Prayer
Tuesday 9am Morning Prayer 5.30 Choral Evensong
12 noon Holy Communion Saturday 9am Morning Prayer
4pm Evening Prayer /5.30 Choral Evensong 4pm  Evening Prayer

What’s on at the Abbey:

The Friends of Tewkesbury Abbey Annual Lecture:

Sunday 25 April 2026 at 7pm.

Tewkesbury Abbey in the Middle Ages by Martin Heale,

Professor of Late Medieval & Reformation History at Liverpool University
Tickets are £15 including refreshments. Buy online or in the Abbey Shop.

The Friends of
Tewlkesbury Abbey

TEWKESBURY CHORAL SOCIETY CONCERT on SATURDAY 16

Verdi Q{equiem with Regency Sinfonia and soloists; directed by John Hollaway

Tickets £20 from members of the society, the Abbey Shop, online — www.ticketsource.co.uk/t-c-s
and at the door on the evening.

The Music of Coldplay by Candlelight Saturday 9 May 2026 at 6:15pm i
and 8:30pm - an incredible live band & singers. Buy online or in Abbey Shop. Rhusditsd

CONTACT US on 01684 850 959
Rev’d Canon Nick Davies vicar@tewkesburyabbey.org.uk
Benefice Administrator Claire Redstone info@tewkesburyabbey.org.uk
KL LKL L LKL L L L L L L LKL L L L L L L LL L L L LKL L L L L L L LKL LKL L L L L L L L L L L L LKL L LKL LKL L LKL LKL L LKL KLKL

April’s Assortment
A selection of Quotes!! eﬂﬁbl'

He IS Risen!

Although the world is full of suffering, it is full also of the overcoming of it.
— Helen Keller
There is always some madness in love. But there is also some reason in madness.
— Friedrich Nietzsche
Anger is never without reason, but seldom with a good one. — Benjamin Franklin

A waist is a terrible thing to mind!! (not too many eggs??) — Jane Caminos

Contributions are most welcome for the next issue —by the 22" April. Thank you!

| wish you a very Happy Easter, ﬁnge[a
Reader, Parish Lay Minister 01684 294325 angelacole135@hotmail.com




LOCAL SERVICES 2026

To place an Advertisement please contact Richard Bailey 01684 298 268
RABailey@btinternet.com
Please mention Twyning Church Parish Newsletter when responding to advertisers.

BODY-WISE MASSAGE & BEAUTY

Twyning based treatment room, providing massage and beauty services.
Experienced and VTCT qualified with Beauty Guild Insurance.

Contact Sophie Essex for a treatment list and bookings. Gift vouchers are available.
Phone 07977099490 Email:sophie.essex@hotmail.co.uk

Treatment room at Lenton House, Hillend, Twyning, GL20 6DW

CARS

Warners Motor Group, Shannon Way Tewkesbury.

New and Used Cars, MOT's and Servicing. Mechanical repairs to all makes. Tyres, Exhausts
and Batteries. Phone 01684 297 575 — www.warnerscars.co.uk

CARS - TWYNING GARAGE
Twyning Garage for any make. Servicing, M.O.T's. A/Con Tyres, Batteries and Exhausts,
Always a friendly welcome and best prices.

Phone 01684 296999 E-mail: enquiries@twyninggarage.co.com

CAR SALES - TEWKESBURY MOTOR SALES

At Tewkesbury Motor Sales, we take pride in what matters most to our customers. We offer
fantastic used cars and vans at affordable prices.

We set the standard in making sure customer service and satisfaction is our number 1
priority. Our policy is to provide reliable and affordable vehicles with warranties, from our

small independent family-run company.
Phone 01684 275778 E-mail: enquiries@tewkesburymotorsales.com

COVERSURE INSURANCE SERVICES

Local Insurance Broker - All types of insurance, Commercial and Personal Lines

77 Barton Street Tewkesbury. www.coversure.co.uk/tewkesbury
Free Phone 0800 308 1323 Local 01684 438 001

FIREWOOD LOGS - JOHN HARTLAND

Seasoned hardwood firewood logs delivered (small or large loads). Mobile firewood
processing unit and log splitting service. Tractor hedge trimming, baling and wrapping.
Lawn Bar Barns, Lawn Bar Road, Corse Lawn, Gloucester, GL19 4LX

Email: info@glosfirewood.co.uk Phone 01684 275 859 Mobile 07811 340 975.

FUNERAL DIRECTORS Alexander Burn Ltd. Courteous and Efficient Service.
Independent Business, 24 Personal Service. Private Chapels of Rest

22 Church Road, Bishops Cleeve, Cheltenham. GL52 8LR 01242 673 300
23-24 High Street, Tewkesbury, GL20 5AL 01684 2762 00
436 High Street Cheltenham, GL50 3JA 01242 245 350
11 North Street, Winchcombe, Cheltenham, GL54 5LH 01242 604 888

www.alexanderburn.com Phone 01242 673 300




FUNERAL DIRECTORS B. Sweet & Sons

We are a family-run business located in Tewkesbury. As your funeral director, and memorial
consultant, we perform a unique and indispensable role.

12A Oldbury Rd, Oldborough House, Tewkesbury GL20 5LZ. www.bsweetandsons.com
email info@bsweetandsons.com Phone 01684 293 180

FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MEMORIAL CONSULTANTS Edith Blanche

Independent Funeral Directors serving Tewkesbury and the surrounding communities.

A female led team with over 30 years of experience, providing a professional personalised
service built on compassion, respect, choice and value.

Private Chapel of Rest. 24hr service. 1 High Street, Tewkesbury, GL20 5AH

Office: 01684 368 544  Mobile: 07496 550330.
Email:Info@edithblanchefdtewkesbury.co.uk

HALFORDS TRADITIONAL AWARD-WINNING BUTCHERS
Open 6 days a week, Monday - Friday 8am - 5.15pm and Saturday 8am - 4pm. Home of the
Tewkesbury Banger! Our home-made range includes, Sausages, Faggots, Pies, Cured Bacon
and more. Gloucester Old Spot Stockist. British and Free-Range Produce.
Exotics Available and Game Now In Stock.

Phone 01684 299 933 www.halfordbutchers.co.uk

HALL FOR HIRE

Ann Townend Hall, Church End, Twyning, provides the perfect location for social,
educational and club activities. It is conveniently situated to Twyning Church for christening
parties and funeral teas. Fully modernised, with disabled access, large secure patio/grass
area to the rear, kitchen area and local parking, the hall can accommodate up to 60
persons.

Bookings Phone Bill Chescoe on 01684 295 352 or email anntownendhall@gmail.com

HALL FOR HIRE
Twyning Village Hall, Fleet Road. Capacity 100 persons Disabled access
Licensed bar State of the art kitchen Full PA system with hearing loop.

Booking Secretary: Delta Ferguson To request a booking please use this link:
https://www.twyningvillage.co.uk/village-hall
Email: bookings@twyningvillagehall.org.uk

JOINERY

JN Joinery, - bespoke furniture building; door & window installation & repair; custom
carpentry projects; garden fencing and bespoke gates; custom made gifts; bespoke
cabinetry manufacture & installation; internal & external building repairs Phone
07588 148 164 email:- jnjoinery@hotmail.com

LANDSCAPE GARDENER
Thomas A. Spry, Mill Stone, Eckington Road, Bredon. Phone 01684 773 089
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MASSAGE, BEAUTY & SCAR TISSUE RELEASE THERAPIST- Justine Shackleton.

Experience the very best beauty and holistic therapies in a beautiful, relaxed and friendly
environment in Uckinghall. Treatments include Swedish Massage, Deep Tissue Massage,
Indian Head Massage, Remedial Massage, Scar Tissue Release, Hands and Feet Massage.
Beauty treatments include Facials, Manicures and Pedicures. Justine also offers a range of
luxury self-care treatments. Call 07818 403757 for an appointment.

OPTICIANS - O’BRIEN WRENCH & LOWCOCK - Independent Eyecare est. 30 years in
Tewkesbury. Traditional, individually tailored eye care for all ages. Quality spectacles to
budget options and contact lenses — fairly priced. State-of-the-art diagnostic equipment
such as optical CT scanning and in-house glazing and repairs. All are welcome - do pay us a
visit. Adjacent free client parking. Theocsbury House 18-20 Barton Street Tewkesbury GL20
5PP www.owlopticians.co.uk Tel. 01684 850 212

OPTICIAN — ALAN VERRINDER EYECARE
We specialise in Top Quality lenses from Carl Zeiss of Germany.
For example — the 2016 award winning Drive Safe Lens is an everyday lens designed to

reduce glare. Contact us at alanverrinder.eyecare@gmail.com
108 High Street, Tewkesbury GL20 5JZ Tel: 01684 292 201
PHOTO STUDIO Tewkesbury Please have a look at our online ordering service at

http://www.photostudio-tewkesbury.co.uk/index.php/services/onlineprinting/
Passport/ID/Visa photograph service and photo printing service
Contact: 01684 298479 photostudiotewkesbury@gmail.com

PIED PIPER APPEAL We fundraise to supply specialist medical equipment for sick
and disabled children in the county, by your donated used stamps. Stamps of all types, from
British and other Countries are most welcome. They are sorted and sold on to a local stamp
dealer, which generates income for Pied Piper. Old stamp albums are most welcome too. It
is important you leave a margin around the stamps — at least % inch.

Mike Bennett 1 Abbots Court Drive, Church End - www.piedpiperappeal.co.uk

SEVERN SEATING
Lovely garden furniture including benches, chairs, tables.
Cast iron ends/frames (your choice of colour), hardwood timber, stainless steel nuts/bolts.
We can also restore your own furniture back to new. We are very local. Contact: John

Roberts 07850 319927. www.severnseating.co.uk
SOLICITORS
Thomson & Bancks, 34 Church Street Tewkesbury, (01684 299 633)
37 High Street, Pershore (01386 562 000)

1 Mansell Street, Stratford-upon-Avon (01789 295 544)
Whatever your legal need, make Thomson & Bancks your first choice for legal expertise.
www.tbsolicitors.co.uk email info@tbsolicitors.co.uk

THREE COUNTIES CHIMNEY SWEEP
Certified Chimney Sweep, Sweep & Vacuum, Insurance Certificate Issued, Chimney & Stove
Maintenance & Repairs, Bird Guards & Cowls. Call lan:01684 891 005
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