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SERVICES AT ST MARY’S
SUNDAYS
	8.00 am	HOLY COMMUNION (Book of Common Prayer, 1662)
	9.30 am	THE PARISH EUCHARIST and SUNDAY SCHOOL
	6.30 pm	EVENING PRAYER (Book of Common Prayer, 1662) 

WEEKDAYS
Holy Communion is celebrated every Tuesday at 9.45 am (Book of Common Prayer) and Wednesday at 12.45 pm.
Tots Church 1st Friday in the month.
Prayer for Peace, Saturdays 9.00 am to 10.00 am


CALENDAR AND SPECIAL DAYS

	SUNDAY 30TH NOVEMBER 	ADVENT 1
		   	ADVENT CAROLS (6.30pm)	
	SUNDAY 7TH DECEMBER	 		ADVENT 2
[bookmark: _Hlk196764129]	SUNDAY 14TH DECEMBER			ADVENT 3
	SUNDAY 21ST DECEMBER 		ADVENT 4
		   	9 LESSONS & CAROLS (6.30pm)
  WEDNESDAY 24th DECEMBER   SUNDAY SCHOOL NATIVITY (2.00pm)
			MIDNIGHT MASS (11.30pm)
	THURSDAY 25th DECEMBER 	CHRISTMAS DAY 
   SUNDAY 28TH DECEMBER   		HOLY INNOCENTS
   SUNDAY 4TH JANUARY	 		EPIPHANY

Holy Communion is regularly administered in the Cumberland Infirmary. The Chaplain may be contacted via the hospital on 01228 523444

Material for the bulletin and weekly pew sheet should be sent to 
 d.lomas46@btinternet.com		 tel: 016973 43862
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From the Registers
 
Holy Baptism 
	1st November	Rory Pearson Fisher
	9th November 	Harry Joseph Nixon
	23rd November	Ben Christopher Marchant 

‘Born of water and the Spirit’

Christian Funerals 
	28th November 		George Norman Rudd

‘In sure and certain hope of the resurrection to eternal life’


[bookmark: _Hlk180609162]Reverend Richard writes….

[bookmark: _Hlk183457104]A Season of Thanks and Hope
As the year draws to a close, our hearts at St Mary’s are filled with gratitude. December invites us to pause and look back over the months gone by - to remember the laughter shared, the prayers lifted, the worship held, and the hands that have served in countless quiet ways. We give thanks for every act of kindness, every offering of time, talent, and treasure that has helped our church family shine as a light in Wigton.

This year, as always, we are reminded that our church is built not only by bricks and beams, but by people - by you - who give so generously of yourselves. Whether you have joined in worship, arranged flowers, made tea, sung in the choir, cared for others, or simply prayed from home, your giving has been a blessing. Each small act of love echoes the heart of God’s own generosity.

And now, as Advent begins and Christmas draws near, we lift our eyes once more to the greatest gift of all: God’s own Son, born in a stable, wrapped in love, and given freely to the world. In that tiny baby, we see hope made flesh - hope that endures through every season, every challenge, and every change.

This Christmas, may we remember that God still comes to us in humility and grace, inviting us to welcome Him afresh. He asks not for riches, but for open hearts. The Christ Child reminds us that there is always more to give—not only our resources, but our love, our compassion, our forgiveness, and our faith.

As we step towards a new year, let us do so with thankful hearts and hopeful spirits. May St Mary’s continue to be a place where the light of Christ shines brightly, and where all who enter find warmth, belonging, and peace.

Every blessing to you and your loved ones this Christmas and into the year ahead.

Reverend Richard.

PS I hope to see you at one or more of our Christmas services!


CHURCH BAZAAR
A big THANK YOU to everyone who came along to our Christmas Bazaar on Saturday.  We are so grateful for your support along with a special thank you to all the amazing helpers.  The day would not have happened without you.  We are delighted to announce that the total raised for church funds, which is still rising,
 is £3,339 – amazing!  Thank you all so much.


CHARITIES
During the month of December boxes for donations to USPG, a Christian charity, can be found on the table at the back of church.


MOTHERS’ UNION 
The next Mothers’ Union meeting will be on 9th December at 2pm. This will be a do-it-yourself meeting.  Christmas readings, poems, Carols etc.


PRAYER FOR PEACE
The Prayer for Peace takes place on Saturdays 9.00 – 10.00am. It is a time for a quiet prayer for peace in St Mary’s. Please feel free to come and go during that time.


FLOWER FUND
Donations towards Christmas Flowers would be very welcome; please support this if you can.



WINDOWS APPEAL
Sponsorships of window panes are invited at a cost of £5 per pane, contact the Treasurer for details. Limited-Edition Windows Appeal mugs with a picture of St Mary’s are still available at a cost of £5. 

WINDOWS APPEAL TARGET £500,000
TOTAL TO DATE – £188,321


FREE MONEY FOR ST MARYS!!
If you shop online, please could you do it through ‘Easyfundraising.’  All you have to do is download their app or go through their website, sign up and choose St Mary’s Wigton as your cause.  Then every time you shop with a registered retailer the church will get a donation!  It costs you nothing at all but will really help St Mary’s.  Please tell your friends and family too!  


150 CLUB
Membership of the 150 Club which helps with the fundraising for our Windows project is due for renewal for 2026.  Numbers are £10 each per year and there will be four draws a year (subject to the number sold) with prizes for each draw of £60, £40, £20 and £10.  If you would like to keep your same numbers for 2026, or purchase a number for the draw, please contact Rev Richard or the Treasurer and make payment.  


TOWN CAROL SERVICE
The Town Carol Service will be held on Sunday 14th December 3.00 p.m. in St Mary’s.  All welcome.


CHURCH LIBRARY
The church library has not seen very much use over the past few months. Perhaps the darker evenings might give us time to sit cosy and read a good Christian book? Recently added to the library are 'Wild Bright Hope', the Church's Big Read for 2025. It is a collection of lively short contributions by young Christian writers from a variety of jobs and backgrounds. Also, there is Elaine Storkey's book looking at the key roles played by women in the Bible. Not pulling its punches, it is called 'Women in a Patriarchal World'!


TOTS CHURCH
The next Tots Church will be at 10.0am on Friday 5th December for Mums, Dads, Carers and little ones. Please come along for a fun time of worship and play followed by coffee and cakes.  This is for everyone whether a churchgoer or not.
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