
THE UPDATE #306 (22 February 2026) for the Forest of Galtres Benefice.
The First Sunday of Lent 2026
Welcome to this week’s update. Firstly, there is an important announcement from me. We have a video reflection the Archdeacon of the East Riding. There is a written reflection from Margaret Price. There are details of this year’s Lent Course. We continue to pray for the Holy Land as well as Ukraine, prayers below. What’s On for Benefice Services in March is attached separately.
From me: After prayer and careful reflection, I have decided that I will retire from my role as Priest-in-Charge of the Benefice of the Forest of Galtres. My final Sunday service will be on 26th July, and I will formally retire on 31st July 2026. I am very conscious that this news may come as a surprise and may bring a mixture of emotions. I want to acknowledge that with honesty and care. As we continue our journey through this season of Lent, we are reminded that the life of faith often calls us to walk forward in trust, even when the way ahead is not yet fully clear.
The life and witness of this benefice rests in the faithfulness of God and the shared ministry of all God’s people. In the months ahead there will be opportunities to listen, to reflect, and to discern together how God is calling this community to grow and serve in the years to come.
Thank you for the privilege and joy of serving among you. It has been a great blessing to share in worship, ministry, and fellowship together. I ask for your prayers for the benefice, for one another, and for me and Sue as we continue to walk this pilgrimage of faith.


Yours in Christ
Steve
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A Christian Response to… 
IN SUTTON CHURCH ROOM  YO61 1DW 
(beside the church) Mondays 2 – 3.30PM
	Date
	A Christian Response to…
	Leader

	February 23rd
	…Our Changing Climate
	Margaret Price, Lay Minister
Forest of Galtres Benefice

	March 2nd
	…Immigration/Emigration – a challenge for our overcrowded and turbulent world
	Revd Steve Whiting, Priest in Charge, Forest of Galtres Benefice

	March 9th
	…Seeking wisdom in a digital age
	Laura Beesley, Head of Communications 

	March 16th 
	…Racial Justice
	Gerlad Fox, Racial Justice Adviser
Diocese of York

	March 23rd 
	…AI and identity – What does it mean to be human
	Revd Nikki Eastwood, Area Dean Easingwold Deanery

	March 30th 
	…The food we eat (Let’s talk about food)
	Margaret Price, Lay Minister
Forest of Galtres Benefice


The Ven Andy Broom, Archdeacon of the East Riding, Matthew 4.1-11 for the First Sunday of Lent, 22nd February.  Ctrl & click here    https://vimeo.com/1165710909 

Coming to church this week	10.00am Morning Worship at Sheriff
22 February	10.00pm Morning Worship at Stillington 
	10.30am Holy Communion at Farlington
Coming to church next week	10.00am Holy Communion at Sutton
01 March	10.00pm "This is Your Life, St David" at Stillington 
	  3.30pm Celtic Communion at Marton

Reflection for Lent 1  Sunday 22  Feb   Matthew 4: 1 – 11 The Temptation of Jesus.
Sadly all of us humans are subject to temptation of one kind or another.  The tempter knows exactly which buttons to press to make us give in to whatever temptation is offered – whether it is food, drink, drugs, possessions, personal gratification, pride, popularity and many more.  Each of us probably knows what we are tempted by; and have probably tried a variety of ways to overcome such temptation.   I wonder what temptation you are trying to avoid  through Lent ?   The common one is chocolate.  I have been trying to eat up the remaining Christmas cake, so that I’m not tempted to indulge during Lent.  Perhaps, as you mixed your pancake batter on Shrove Tuesday you thought of your forebears who were literally using up their last egg before the discipline of Lenten fasting started.
My own gullibility makes Jesus’s resistance to temptation remarkable.   In extreme hunger he resisted the temptation to use his divine powers to turn stones into bread that he could eat.  Yet not long after,  he fed over 5,000 people with five  loaves and two fish using his divine powers for the benefit of others.  He rebuffed the tempter with scripture: “man cannot live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the mouth of God” (Deuteronomy 8:3) The tempter was also testing whether  Jesus was certain that he was the Son of God:   “If you are the Son of God, command these stones to become loaves of bread”.  Jesus in his recent  baptism had heard his father’s voice from heaven say “This is my Son, whom I love”. (Matthew 3: 17).  But the tempter did not give up and asked Jesus again “If you are the Son of God throw yourself down” from the highest point of the temple and trust God to send his angels to catch you.  Jesus again rebuffed this temptation with a quote from scripture “Do not put the Lord your God to the test” (Deuteronomy 6:16).  Do we ever do that ?  Knowingly put ourselves in danger and expect to be rescued ?  Sadly we read stories of people setting out in bad weather and expect the Lifeboat crew or Fire Brigade  to risk their own lives to rescue them when they get into trouble.
The final temptation tested Jesus’s mission to his people – a mission to reveal through his own actions and teachings that God is ‘love, loving’;  a mission to redeem all believers though his death on the cross and resurrection.  The tempter showed him an easy way to win  the whole world: “All this I will give you if you will bow down and worship me”.  Again, Jesus rebuffed the devil with the words of scripture “ Worship the Lord your God and serve him only” (Deuteronomy 6:13).. We see this kind of temptation in our world today -  if you fall for this ‘too good to be true offer’  all your (…financial,  personal…) problems will be solved.  
Why are we so easily tempted, never contented, always seeking something better?  So many of our problems and tragedies have their roots in temptation : wars, relationship breakdown, ravaged earth,.  As Christians we can confess our sins and seek God’s forgiveness and his help in overcoming temptations.  How wonderful.   
Margaret Price


A Prayer for the Holy Land:

O God of all justice and peace
we cry out to you in the midst of the pain and trauma
of violence and fear which prevails in the Holy Land.
Be with those who need you in these days of suffering;
we pray for people of all faiths – Jews, Muslims and Christians and for all people of the land.
While we pray to you, O Lord, for an end to violence and the establishment of peace,
we also call for you to bring justice and equity to the peoples.
Guide us into your kingdom
where all people are treated with dignity and honour as your children
for, to all of us, you are our Heavenly Father.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.

A Prayer for Ukraine:
God of all peoples and nations,
Who created all things alive and breathing,
United and whole,
Show us the way of peace that is your overwhelming presence.
We hold before you the peoples of Ukraine and Russia,
Every child and every adult.
We long for the time
When weapons of war are beaten into ploughshares
When nations no longer lift up sword against nation.
We cry out to you for peace;
Protect those who only desire and deserve to live in security and safety
Comfort those who fear for their lives and the lives of their loved ones
Be with those who are bereaved.
Change the hearts of those set on violence and aggression
And fill leaders with the wisdom that leads to peace.
Kindle again in us a love of our neighbour,
And a passion for justice to prevail
and a renewed recognition that we all play a part in peace.
Creator of all hear our prayer
And bring us peace. Make us whole. Amen.
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