WELCOME - BIENVENUE TO CHRIST CHURCH IN THE MANCHE, AVRANCHES, for a Service of the Word at the beginning of Lent. February 22nd 2026
Welcome: 
Opening Prayer: 
Lord, how can we not give thanks and how can we not offer praises to the King of Kings and the Sovereign of all that was and is and will be?
We have come, not just to sing hymns and pray prayers, not that we might feel better, 
Rather, we are here to declare Your love, to proclaim Your glory, and offer You our adoration as we worship You with lives rescued and redeemed by Your grace.

Hymn: 528 O Worship the King
Christ himself bore our sins in his body on the tree, that we might die to sin and live to righteousness. By His wounds we are healed. Let us confess our sins.
Father,
we have sinned against heaven and against you.
We are not worthy to be called your children.
We turn to you again.
Have mercy on us,
bring us back to yourself
as those who once were dead
but now have life through Christ our Lord.  Amen.

May the Father of all mercies
cleanse us from our sins,
and restore us in his service
to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Psalm 32 : 
1 Blessed is the one
    whose transgressions are forgiven,
    whose sins are covered.
2 Blessed is the one
    whose sin the LORD does not count against them
    and in whose spirit is no deceit.
3 When I kept silent,
    my bones wasted away
    through my groaning all day long.
4 For day and night
    your hand was heavy on me;
my strength was sapped
    as in the heat of summer.[b]
5 Then I acknowledged my sin to you
    and did not cover up my iniquity.
I said, “I will confess
    my transgressions to the LORD.”
And you forgave
    the guilt of my sin.
6 Therefore let all the faithful pray to you
    while you may be found;
surely the rising of the mighty waters
    will not reach them.
7 You are my hiding place;
    you will protect me from trouble
    and surround me with songs of deliverance.
The Lord says to us
8 I will instruct you and teach you in the way you should go;
    I will counsel you with my loving eye on you.
9 Do not be like the horse or the mule,
    which have no understanding
but must be controlled by bit and bridle
    or they will not come to you.
10 Many are the woes of the wicked,
    but the LORD’s unfailing love
    surrounds the one who trusts in him.
11 Rejoice in the LORD and be glad, you righteous;
    sing, all you who are upright in heart!

Hymn 400 Lead us Heavenly Father lead us

We remain standing for THE PEACE

Peace to you from God our heavenly Father.
Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace.
Peace from the Holy Spirit the lifegiver.
The peace of the Lord be always with you. . .
Let us offer one another a sign of peace

First reading: Genesis 2 15-17 and 3: 1-7 
Second reading: Romans 5: 12-19
Hymn: 590 Seek ye first the kingdom of God

Gospel reading: Matthew 4 1-11
This is the gospel of Christ; 
Praise to you O Lord.

Sermon

Hymn 755 When I survey the wondrous cross

Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God: 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
who made all things?
We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ,
who redeemed the world?
We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in his Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God?
We believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Prayers of intercession: (Mary)
The Lord’s prayer 

Hymn: 201 Guide me O Thou Great Jehovah
The collects for today: 
Almighty God, whose Son Jesus Christ fasted forty days in the wilderness,
and was tempted as we are, yet without sin:
give us grace to discipline ourselves in obedience to your Spirit;
and, as you know our weakness,
so may we know your power to save;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord,
who is alive and reigns with you,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever.

Heavenly Father,
your Son battled with the powers of darkness,
and grew closer to you in the desert:
help us to use these days to grow in wisdom and prayer
that we may witness to your saving love
in Jesus Christ our Lord.

May the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,be among you and remain with you always. Amen

Notices, tea, coffee and cake!

