Friday 20 March at 6.00 p.m.
Evensong and Procession on St Cuthbert’s Day
 
We’re looking forward to celebrating St Cuthbert at Durham Cathedral on St Cuthbert’s Day (Friday 20 March) at a special service at 6.00 p.m. which begins in the half-light with candles and incense and the great replica of the Lindisfarne Gospels and ends with a procession by the whole congregation to the Shrine of St Cuthbert in the Feretory. The service is sung by Durham Cathedral Consort of Singers with the Lay Clerks and Choral Scholars and Junior Consort and the preacher is Rhidian Brook – novelist, screenwriter and broadcaster. No need to book: just turn up and sit in the congregation. The service is followed by drinks in the Cathedral to which everyone is also warmly invited. We hope to see you and your people there.
 
Saturday 21 March
Pilgrimage and Eucharist on ‘Cuthbert Saturday’ with Farewell to Bishop Sarah
 
Pilgrimage
On Saturday 21 March there is a Pilgrimage Walk from Chester-le-Street to Durham, via Finchale Priory, as part of our St Cuthbert celebrations. Pilgrims are invited to gather as St Mary and St Cuthbert Church Parish Centre for refreshments from 9.00 a.m., ahead of a short service of Morning Prayer at 9.30 a.m., prior to departing at 10.00 a.m. Walking pilgrims are also welcome to join later at Finchale Priory, during the lunch break from 12.30 p.m., before the group departs for Durham at 1.00 p.m. Arrival at the Cathedral will be in good time for a special celebration of the Eucharist at 4.00 p.m. Travel: You can get to Chester-le-Street by train (a 15-minute journey from Durham) or bus. A bus transporting people to Finchale Priory will leave Durham County Hall at 12.15 p.m. (with free car parking that day). The bus to Finchale costs £7 per person. You can book the bus to Finchale Priory or sign up for the walk from Chester-le-Street at www.durhamcathedral.co.uk/events/st-cuthberts-day This is a very special experience and we welcome people across the UK who come to Durham for this walk and service.  Come on your own or with friends and enjoy a very moving journey walking in the steps of the saints.
 
Eucharist with Farewell to Bishop Sarah
On Saturday 21 March at 4.00 p.m., we celebrate a Sung Eucharist for ‘Cuthbert Saturday’
President: The Right Reverend Sarah Clark, Bishop of Jarrow
Preacher: The Very Reverend Dr Philip Plyming, Dean of Durham
Sung by Durham Cathedral Choir and Newcastle Cathedral Choir
No need to book for the service: just turn up and sit in the congregation
 
This service will also be our chance to give thanks to God for Bishop Sarah’s ministry as she prepares to leave Durham to become Bishop of Ely. We will thank God for all faithful servants of God and pray for the journey ahead while we await the appointment of the new Bishop of Durham.  There will be speeches and a presentation to Bishop Sarah at the conclusion of the service. Details of how to contribute to a gift will follow in due course.
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