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Dear Friends, 

In February this year I returned from an eleven-day trip with 7 other 

deacons and priests from the Diocese of Ely to the Diocese of Kigali in 

Rwanda, East Africa.  

We were generously hosted by the Anglican Bishop Nathan Amooti 

Rusengo in the Cathedral guesthouse in the capital city Kigali. Kigali 

is a beautiful green city that sprawls across numerous hills, ridges and 

valleys. There are just over 1 million inhabitants in Kigali; it has a 

young population where great poverty and wealth exist. It is a city 

seeking to grow its economy and business opportunities. The city cen-

tre is developing rapidly, with new shopping malls, office buildings 

and a new convention centre that hosts international events.  

Rwanda is predominantly Christian and the Diocese of Kigali has a 

church building programme to respond to the growing number of 

young people and families attending church. The church services are 

lively, loud and joyful. Every church has one or even three choirs who 

love to dance along to the worship songs. We tried to join in and have 

some fantastic photos! 

We spent time visiting church schools in the parishes offering learning 

and aspiration. Many of the children could speak three languages: Kin-

yarwanda, English, French and they confidently introduced themselves 

and demonstrated their keenness to learn by asking us questions about 

ourselves. 

As we travelled in the parishes, we learned that all of the churches of-

fer community support. Many were involved in the Mother’s Union 

network with volunteers and mentors proving training for women and 

girls to learn skills to set up their own businesses in tailoring and hair-

dressing. The Diocese has recently created a Father’s Union that brings 

men together, many of them young fathers, to access resources, help 

families in need and create opportunities for business and learning. 

Church is also a place to help the community heal from the impact of 

the civil war between the Tutsi and Hutu community in 1994 when in 

just 100 days about 800,000 people were killed in Rwanda including 

the Diocese of Kigali. On 7th April each year Rwanda holds a Geno-
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cide Memorial Day and the government encourages the community to 

come together on the last Saturday each month for mandatory commu-

nity service lasting from 8 am to 11 am. All able-bodied people be-

tween 18 and 65 are expected to carry out community tasks together 

such as cleaning streets or building homes for vulnerable people.  

Our group from Ely Diocese took the opportunity to repair a road in 

one of the parishes. We worked together with the local community 

carrying large stones and sand, filling in large holes much bigger than 

the potholes we see here. The following week we planted trees in one 

of the villages to help stop flooding during the rainy season. 

The Bishop of Kigali says that “When God brings people together, we 

learn; we share.” We learned so much about the power of communities 

working together for good despite the trauma of the past. 

Together we learned that communities can work together to reimagine 

a better future. The overflowing power of God’s love can be harnessed 

and used to bring healing, hope and transformation. I’m looking for-

ward to returning someday and seeing the fruition of so many hopes 

and dreams for the amazing people of Rwanda. 

With every blessing, Sharon 

Bishop of Ely 

We are thrilled that we have a new Bishop of Ely coming, the Right 

Reverend Sarah Clark, who is currently the (suffragan) Bishop of Jar-

row. She has been approved by the King, 10 Downing Street, Lambeth 

Palace and others of the great and the good. Now, the College of Can-

ons of Ely Cathedral have to play their part in the Election. This will 

take place on 2 March with a formal election followed by Evensong. 

The three parishes will have two Canons present at the election – 

Rev’d Canon Nick Moir and Canon Lindsay Davies.  

After a first career in the civil service, Bishop Sarah was ordained in 

the diocese of Southwell and served for a good number of years there.   

Her welcome and installation service will be in the early summer. 
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Our Parishes 

If you would like to discuss baptism or thanksgiving for the birth of a 
child, the reading of marriage banns and weddings, or arrangements 

for a funeral at any of our churches, please contact Nick, our Rector/
Vicar (see inside cover for contact details). 

Do you have something to announce, someone to thank or 
congratulate, or a request to make? If so, send your message to 

the Editor and see it published here!  

Concert by New Cambridge Singers 

As many will remember, New Cambridge Singers gave us a wonderful 
concert of German Romantic choral music in St Peter’s church in the 
summer last year, with Rheinberger's dramatic Mass as the main work. 
This Lent the choir, together with the London Mozart Players, offers 
us an opportunity to reflect on the suffering and death of Jesus. In Sev-
en Last Words from the Cross James MacMillan, one of our most cele-
brated contemporary composers, brings us close to Jesus in His final 
hours. MacMillan’s music, which springs from his own deep religious 
faith, places the listener vividly and painfully at the very foot of the 
cross. It is music to accompany us through the season of Passiontide.  

Alongside the MacMillan, Pulitzer Prize-winning composer Caroline 
Shaw’s To the Hands echoes the Passiontide theme and reflects on tol-
erance and migration in the modern world. 

Pablo Casal’s O vos omnes and Anton Bruckner’s Christus factus est 
complete the programme. 

Saturday 21 March, 7.30pm, Church of Our Lady and the English 
Martyrs, Hills Road, Cambridge. Full details and tickets at https://
www.newcambridgesingers.org.uk/concerts.html 

And to add a practical note – there is free parking on the side streets 
around the church in the evenings.  

Horningsea residents Helen Skaer and Frank Hopkirk will be singing 
in the choir. 
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Ancient Shepherds’ Book Club 

We meet at The King’s Head, Fen Ditton, 

on the first Wednesday of the month, at 

7.30pm. Please join us there or contact 

Carol, on 07941 492271, for further details. 

Wed, 4th Mar, 7.30pm, ‘Butter’ by Asako Yusuki 

Wed, 1st Apr, 7.30pm, ‘Leonard and Hungry Paul’ by Ronan Hessi-

an 

FEN DITTON 200 CLUB 

The lucky winners for March were: 

£50    Tim Sansom (23) £10   Sarah Beeson (91)  

£20    Kathryn Chambers (16) £10   Katherine Green (63) 

£10    William Doble (88)    

The Vikings are coming! 

Dates for your diary later this year … all being well there will be a Vi-

king invasion of Horningsea during the weekend of 12 and 13 Septem-

ber. More details will be published nearer the time! 

Real Easter Eggs 

Once again Real Easter Eggs are available, in milk or plain, £5.50 each 

with the Easter Story booklet as well as really good Fair Trade choco-

late. Ideal as a gift or to sponsor for the Food Bank, to spread the word 

about the good news of Easter. Please contact Jennie Pratt if you 

would like to order some.   

Posies for Mothering Sunday 

Come along to St Peter’s Church Horningsea on the morning of Satur-
day 14 March to make posies and cards for Mothering Sunday, the 
next day Sunday 15 March. Ask Liz Harrison for timing and details. 
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Lent course – ‘Meeting God in John’ 

A reminder that our Lent course will be continuing through March. We 

are following the course/book ‘Meeting God in John’ (by David Ford). 

The book will be helpful but the real engagement is with passages from 

St John’s gospel – so bring a Bible…. Most of the evenings will be at 

Fen Ditton Rectory (7.30pm) but Wednesday 18 March will be in the 

church at Horningsea, followed by Compline (Night Prayer). 

Pilgrims’ visit to St Peter’s Horningsea on Tuesday 31 

March 

The pilgrims who set off to walk from London on Palm Sunday will 
reach Horningsea at about 10.45 on Tuesday 31 March. There will be 
about 18 pilgrims walking all the way to arrive at Walsingham on 
Good Friday. They carry a large cross and often sing as they walk. As 
long as the paths are not waterlogged they will come along the tow 
path, cross the river at Baits Bite and walk up past Biggin. Do join 
them as they walk through the village. We will need help with provid-
ing refreshments – and it is always lovely to chat to them. Once they 
have tended to their blisters or dried out, they say a prayer, sing and 
have a blessing before they set off again across the fields to Lode.  

Possibility of putting swift boxes on St Peter’s church 

tower 

A parishioner has suggested putting swift nesting boxes on St Peter’s 

Church tower while the building work is underway. The PCC is explor-

ing the practicalities of this – getting permission, where to locate the 

boxes, how many, would we want/need CCTV so the swifts can be ob-

served … If we can put the nest boxes up, it would be the third nesting 

site in the village and hopefully increase the number of swifts whose 

population slumped by about 66% between 1995 and 2022. The 

gloomy prediction is that the most recent census of 59,000 is likely to 

have reduced to 40,000 this summer and to 25,000 within 5 years.  
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FEN DITTON GARDENING CLUB 

In January, we hosted an evening with Charlotte Waters, who not only 

grew up in Fen Ditton, but also works as a gardener at Kings College. 

It was a fascinating talk, with Charlotte taking members through a year 

in the life of the gardens at Kings College. She also kindly offered to 

take members on a tour around the gardens. 

On Tuesday 10th February, I was fortunate to be part of a group of six, 

who Charlotte gave a tour too. We met at the Porters Lodge and it was 

a lovely still and mild morning. Still being relatively new to Cam-

bridge (having only lived here five years), I haven’t been inside Kings 

College grounds yet, so it was jaw dropping being up so close to the 

magnificence of the chapel (which we also had a look inside). Char-

lotte showed us the famous lawns and wildflower meadow of Kings, as 

well as some of the gardens that you wouldn’t get to see on a general 

tour. These included the Fellows Garden and the Provost Garden. Alt-

hough the gardens are still in their Winter phase, signs of spring were 

peeping through with beautiful Snowdrops and Crocuses adding the 

odd splash of colour. It was a fabulous morning and we hope to revisit 

the gardens again during the summer when they are in full bloom. 

On Tuesday 24th February, we will be holding our first Fen Ditton 

Gardening Club Mixer at the Marleigh Community Centre. As a club, 

we have a wealth of gardening knowledge to be shared. FDGC mem-

ber Cerys Wren will talk us through soil types, the role of mycorrhizal 

fungi and principles of soil conditioning, followed by a member Q&A 

on the art of composting facilitated by Jennie Conroy and Trevor 

Warnock. There will also be the opportunities for attendees to bring a 

small (jam jar sized) sample of their own soil to be tested for pH level, 

moisture and soil fertility. 

On Tuesday 24th March, we will be back in our usual home at Fen 

Ditton Village Hall, where we will be hosting Diana Cook, who works 

for Cambridgeshire Wildlife Trust as the Coordinator of the Cam-

bridgeshire Churchyard Conservation Award. Diana will speak about 

her programme which encourages churches and burial grounds to man-

age their land for biodiversity. Diana’s message is a positive one and 
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she will share her plans with us in how to help wildlife, which we can 

all follow whether in a churchyard or our own back garden. 

Doors open 7.15pm. Start at 7.30pm. Guests welcome. 

Hope to see you soon! Amy Cudmore (Chair) 

We always welcome new members. 

Members range from those with a passionate interest in gardening and 

allotment growing, to those who enjoy visiting gardens and coming to 

listen to our varied and interesting speakers. 

We meet monthly (from October–April), on the fourth Tuesday of the 

month and listen to some varied and interesting speakers. All talks take 

place at Fen Ditton Village Hall. Doors open 7.15pm. Talks start at 

7.30pm. 

The programme changes during the summer months and includes 

weekend garden visits, a picnic and a plant sale. 

Membership is £10 for the year. This can be paid on the night of a talk 

in cash or via BACS in advance. Guest price on the night £3. 

Dates for your diary: 

Tuesday 24th March Diana Cook: Caring for God’s Acres 

Tuesday 28th April Tim Scott: Nature Friendly Farming 

Saturday 9th May Bring & Buy Plant Sale 

Saturday 12th Sept Fen Ditton Village Show 

For all enquiries about Fen Ditton Gardening Club including member-

ship, please visit http://fdgc.uk or email c@fdgc.uk. 

We can also be found on Facebook at FenDittonGardeningClub 
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The Plough and Fleece is a beautiful country pub set in the de-

lightful village of Horningsea, near to Cambridge. The timber 

framed public house and restaurant combines both a formal and 

informal atmosphere, providing a modern dining room at the rear 

and a traditional rustic bar at the front. The pub offers a large 

range of drinks to cater to all customers, including cask and keg 

beers and a large spirits selection. Summer days and warm eve-

nings can be spent in the large beer garden with views over fields 

to the river Cam, where children and dogs are welcome. If you are 

looking for a place to visit for a few pints of good beer, a light 

lunch or evening meal, the Plough and Fleece will take care of you 

and provide a very warm welcome! 

To make a table reservation, please email: 

 bookings@ploughandfleece.co.uk 

Telephone number: 01223 860795 
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Palm Sunday & Holy Week 

This year our united service for Palm Sunday (29 March) will be at 

Teversham. We will gather in the churchyard to welcome the coming 

King and process with palms into the church. You are invited to bring 

rattles, whistles and instruments to enliven the welcome!   

Nick has been invited to give the talks at the Holy Week services 

(Monday to Wednesday, 30 March to 1 April) at St Andrew’s Cherry 

Hinton. And we’re all invited to come along too! They begin at 

7.30pm and include reflective music responding to the talks and Com-

pline (Night Prayer). The talks will continue our exploration of St 

John’s gospel – ‘Three Prophetic Words’ (John 12.16-50). 

St David’s Day in St Peter’s Horningsea 

After the 10.30 service on Sunday 1 March there will be Welsh cakes 
and Teisen Lap to celebrate St David’s Day. If you have Welsh con-
nections don’t forget to wear a daffodil or leek!  

Mothering Sunday 

There will be services in Fen Ditton and Horningsea for Mothering 
Sunday (15 March). The Horningsea service will be building on the 
happy experience of the Very Short Nativity held before Christmas. 
Our Very Short Mothering Sunday Service (at 10.30am) will have the 
younger children very much in mind. It will be followed by refresh-
ments and a short Communion for those able to stay. 
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All in the month of… 

It was: 

300 years ago, on 26th March 1726 that Sir John Vanbrugh, architect 
and playwright died.  

250 years ago, on 24th March 1776 that John Harrison, carpenter and 
clockmaker died.  

150 years ago, on 10th March 1876 that the world’s first telephone call 
was made.   

100 years ago, on 30th March 1926 that Ingvar Kamprad, Swedish 
businessman (IKEA), was born.  

90 years ago, on 4th March 1936 that the German airship Hindenburg 
made its first flight.  

80 years ago, on 25th March 1946 that London’s Heathrow Airport 
first opened as London Airport. 

75 years ago, on 15th March 1951 that Dennis the Menace first ap-
peared in the British children’s comic, The Beano. 

70 years ago, on 23rd March 1956 that Pakistan became the world’s 
first Islamic Republic. 

65 years ago, on 6th March 1961 that George Formby, the ‘Ukulele 
King’, comedian, singer and actor died.  

40 years ago, on 3rd March 1986 that Queen Elizabeth II signed the 
Australia Act, severing Australia’s remaining legal ties with Britain 
and granting it full independence. 

30 years ago, on 13th March 1996 that the Dunblane Massacre took 
place in Scotland.   

20 years ago, on 1st March 2006 that the Senedd – the National As-
sembly for Wales’s debating chamber – was officially opened by 
Queen Elizabeth II in Cardiff. 

Also 20 years ago, on 21st March 2006 that Twitter, the online social 
networking/micro-blogging service, was founded. Its website went live 
on 15th July that year. 
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