WELCOME - BIENVENUE TO CHRIST CHURCH IN THE MANCHE, AVRANCHES, for a Service of the Word during the week of prayer for Christian unity, January 25th 2026.

Welcome: 
As we continue to observe the week of prayer for Christian unity, our thoughts today will also centre around the conversion of St Paul on the Damascus road and what both these themes mean for us today.   
So as we gather from many different homes and worship traditions and cultures, may we each know afresh that sense of oneness that we have with all those both here in France and across the world who believe and trust in Christ as Saviour and Lord. 
Opening Prayer: 
Living God, Father of light,
Hope of nations, Friend of sinners,
Builder of the city that is to come;
your love is made visible in Jesus Christ,
you bring home the lost, restore the sinner
and give dignity to the despised.
In the face of Jesus Christ
your light shines out,
flooding lives with goodness and truth,
gathering into one a divided and broken humanity.
With people from every race and nation,
with the Church of all the ages,
with apostles, evangelists and martyrs
we join the angels of heaven
in their unending song:
Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.

Hymn: 237 Holy Holy Holy, Lord God Almighty

Call to Confession: Jesus prayed that his church would be one as He and the Father are one. Yet over the years we have built walls of division and even hostility. Let us confess before God our own failings to work towards unity.

Lord Jesus, You call us, Your Church, to be a laboratory of peace
Accept our sorrow for the hostilities we harbour and the walls we continue to build. 
You call us, Your Church, to be a picture of your Kingdom
Accept our sorrow for telling a very different story, a story of attachment to worldly values.
You call us, Your Church to be a sign of contradiction
Accept our sorrow for being content with the way things are and fearful of speaking the prophetic word
You call us, Your Church, to be a place of welcome and warmth
Accept our sorrow for sour faces, cold hands, judgemental attitudes and lack of compassion.
You call us, Your Church to be a community of praise
Accept our sorrow for allowing anxiety about human failures to muzzle confidence in Your power to transform the world. 
May the Father of all mercies
cleanse us from our sins,
and restore us in his service
to the praise and glory of his name,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Hymn 661: The Lord’s Prayer sung

We stand for THE PEACE

Peace to you from God our heavenly Father.
Peace from his Son Jesus Christ who is our peace.
Peace from the Holy Spirit the lifegiver.
The peace of the Lord be always with you. . .
Let us offer one another a sign of peace

Hymn 19 All Praise to our redeeming Lord

Psalm 67:
1 May God be gracious to us and bless us
    and make his face shine on us—[b]
2 so that His ways may be known on earth,
    His salvation among all nations.
3 May the peoples praise you, God;
    may all the peoples praise you.
4 May the nations be glad and sing for joy,
    for you rule the peoples with equity
    and guide the nations of the earth.
5 May the peoples praise you, God;
    may all the peoples praise you.
6 The land yields its harvest;
    God, our God, blesses us.
7 May God bless us still,
    so that all the ends of the earth will fear him.

First reading: Jeremiah 1 4-10

Hymn 35:  Jesus Calls us

Second reading: Acts 9 1-22

Hymn: (tune Lux Eoi)
Church of God elect and glorious
Holy nation, chosen race;
Called as God’s own special people,
Royal priests and heirs of grace:
Know the purpose of your calling, 
Show to all His mighty deeds;
Tell of love which knows no limits, 
Grace which meets all human needs. 

God has called you out of darkness
Into His most marvellous light;
Brought His truth to life within you,
Turned your blindness into sight.
Let your light so shine around you
That God’s Name is glorified;
And all find fresh hope and purpose
In Christ Jesus crucified.

Once you were an alien people,
Strangers to God’s heart of love;
But He brought you home in mercy,
Citizens of heaven above.
Let his love flow out to others, 
Let them feel a Father’s care
That they too may know His welcome
And His countless blessings share.

Church of God elect and holy,
Be the people He intends
Strong in faith and swift to answer
Each command your master sends:
Royal priests, fulfil your calling
Through your sacrifice and prayer; 
Give your lives in joyful service, 
Sing His praise, His love declare.


Gospel reading: Matthew 19 27-end

This is the gospel of Christ; 
Praise to you O Lord.

Sermon

Hymn 612; Spirit of the Living God 

Affirmation: 
Let us affirm our faith in Jesus Christ the Son of God: 
Do you believe and trust in God the Father,
who made all things?
We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in his Son Jesus Christ,
who redeemed the world?
We believe and trust in him.
Do you believe and trust in his Holy Spirit,
who gives life to the people of God?
We believe and trust in him.
This is the faith of the Church.
This is our faith.
We believe and trust in one God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.  Amen.

Prayers of intercession: 

Hymn: 501 O Jesus I have promised
The collect for today: Almighty God, whose Son revealed in signs and miracles the wonder of your saving presence: renew your people with your heavenly grace, and in all our weakness sustain us by your mighty power; through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen

Prayer:  
And the blessing of God almighty,
the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit,
be among you and remain with you always. Amen

Notices, tea, coffee and cake!

