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As I write this letter, we have just celebrated the Feast of the Epiphany (January 6th) when 
the Wise Men arrived to bring gifts to the infant Jesus. This is often the time when 
households take down their Christmas decorations. 
 

As you read this letter at the beginning of February, we will be 
celebrating the Feast of the Presentation of Jesus in the Temple on 

February 2nd, 40 days after Christmas. This event marks the end of the 
story cycle of the Nativity and early childhood of Jesus.  
 

When Mary and Joseph went to the temple in Jerusalem to present Jesus 

they encountered two religious individuals, Simeon and Anna, who 
immediately recognised the infant Jesus as the promised Messiah. 

Simeon's prophecy, found in Luke’s gospel (Luke 2:25-35) led to the 
feast being known as Candlemas, where candles are often blessed and 
carried in procession to symbolise Christ as the Light of the World. 
 

So, whilst our Christmas decorations may come down in early January, the traditional 
Christian church season encompasses this entire period, concluding with the Temple 
presentation that formally bridges the Nativity stories with the rest of Jesus' life and 

ministry. 
 

Simeon’s final words of prophecy move our attention away from the 

celebration of Christmas and towards the mysteries of Easter. 40 days before 
Easter we come to Ash Wednesday, this year being 18th February. This day 
marks the start of Lent and our preparations for our Easter celebrations. 

Morning Prayer will be held at 10am at Bramfield to mark this day. 
 

In our society today, there is often a debate about whether to “give up” something for Lent, 

such as chocolates or alcohol or in more recent times, whether to “take up” something for 
Lent such as reading a Lent book or following a Lent App, making time for prayer or 
reflection each day or just taking time to review how we live our lives. 
 

Whatever your preference, I’d like to encourage us all to take time during Lent to think and 
reflect about how we use the gifts that God has given to each one of us to serve God and 

our neighbours. God calls each of us to work together for the good of the world in which we 
live. By working together, we can make a difference in our communities whilst making the 
love of God known to those we meet.  As Theodore Roosevelt is quoted as saying "People 

don't care how much you know until they know how much you care". A good thought indeed 
for our Lent reflection of our calling to serve God. 
 

With my prayers and good wishes for your Lenten 

observance,  
 

 
Archdeacon Janet 
 

PARISH NEWS 
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Beane Valley Benefice Services  
February 2026 

 

ALL are welcome 
 

Although we are currently without a permanent Rector, 
services in the Benefice continue with the assistance of 
visiting clergy. Please do join us – you will be made very 
welcome!! 
 

Sunday 1st February CANDLEMAS (end of Missing 
You Ribbons) 
11am Aston Prayer and Praise 
11am Watton Contemporary service 
11.15am Stapleford Prayer and Praise 
11.15am Waterford Holy Communion 
No service in Bramfield today 
 

Sunday 8th February 
9.30am Watton Holy Communion 
11am Watton Contemporary service 
11am Aston Family Service 
11.15am Bramfield Holy Communion 
11.15am Stapleford Prayer and Praise 
No service in Waterford today 
 

Sunday 15th February 
11am Aston Holy Communion 
11am Watton Contemporary service 
11.15am Stapleford Prayer and Praise 
11.15am Waterford Morning Prayer 
No service in Bramfield today 
 

ASH WEDNESDAY 18th February  
Start of Lent 
10am Bramfield Morning Prayer 
With imposition of ashes to mark the start of Lent 
 

Sunday 22nd February 
9.30am Watton Prayer and Praise 
11am Watton Contemporary service 
11.15am Bramfield Prayer and Praise 
11.15am Stapleford Holy Communion 
No service in Aston or Waterford today 
 

Sunday 1st March 
11am Aston Prayer and Praise 
11am Watton Contemporary service 
11.15am Stapleford Prayer and Praise 
11.15am Waterford Holy Communion 
No service in Bramfield today 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

Midweek Services 
 

Bramfield Open Church Wednesdays.  
Services postponed until further notice. 
 

 

 

Wednesday 18th February 2.30pm 
STAPLEFORD VILLAGE TEA AFTERNOON in 
CHURCH All are welcome for tea, coffee, 
cake and chat.  
 

 
 

Fortnightly MONDAYS 2pm ASTON Bible Study 
Fellowship 3 Long Ridge Aston with tea and 
biscuits All are welcome Contact Pauline at 
pauline.manley1966@gmail.com  
 
 

RIP – We Remember With Love 
Malcolm Hadley whose funeral and burial 
took place at St Andrew and St Mary’s 

Watton on 15th December 
Jason Stroomer whose funeral and burial took 
place at St Andrew & St Mary’s Watton on  
16th January 
 
 

On-line bereavement support 
griefshare.org; thebereavementjourney.org; 

cruse.org.uk; teardropgrief.co.uk;  
ataloss.org; 

 

‘Those whom we love and lose are no longer where 
they were before; they are wherever we are.’  

(St John Chrysostom) 

 

CARING for our CHURCHYARDS 
TUESDAYS 10am Waterford Church and Churchyard 
Working Parties contact Churchwarden Malcolm 
m.t.wandrag@gmail.com 
 

To help in Stapleford, Watton or Bramfield 
Churchyards contact the Churchwardens.  
 

ASTON Church and Churchyard Working Parties first 
Tuesday of month 10am to 12 noon. Contact 
Churchwarden Sara wardenstmarys@gmail.com  
All our churchyards are cared for by Volunteers...could 
YOU offer occasional help? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

For all enquiries about weddings, baptisms, funerals, 

burial of ashes, blessings, confirmation or offers to 

help, please contact the relevant Churchwardens 

(details on back page) 

 

mailto:m.t.wandrag@gmail.com
mailto:wardenstmarys@gmail.com


 

CHURCHES OPEN as listed for quiet prayer 
and visits:   
WATERFORD St Michael and all Angels open DAILY 
10am – 4pm for more information Contact Church 
Warden Malcolm 01992 552531 
m.t.wandrag@gmail.com 
 

WATTON at STONE St Andrew & St Mary open DAILY 
10am – 3pm for more information Contact Church 
Wardens Ian and Helen  
 

ASTON St Mary’s open Sundays 12 noon - 4pm and 
Wednesdays 10am - 5pm. Contact Churchwarden Sara 
01438 880750 
 

BRAMFIELD St Andrew’s Church. For visits contact 
Church Wardens Dorothy 01992 582132 or Peggy 01992 
550467 
 

STAPLEFORD St Mary Open weekends. For visits 
contact Peter 07870 681542, John 07773 392991 or 
Lesley Atterwill 07773 392992 
Opening churches is important. If you would be willing 
to join a rota to help open and shut any of the churches 
please contact the Churchwarden. 
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Take Away Church (TAC) - “Thank You”… 
 

It seems a long time ago given a double issue 
of the Parish News – December / January, 

but we would like to take this opportunity of saying 
some very big overdue “Thank yous”… 
 

Firstly, for all the support we got from the village for 
our Big Quiz Night...at the War Memorial Hall. This was 
the first time we have ever done a quiz, and the support 
and encouragement we got was amazing. Thank you to 
all those that came along – in all we had 79 people who 
joined us for the evening, and to those who supported 
on the sidelines.  
 

We did this as a joint venture, supporting the charity 
Tear Fund. After costs, we made total of £1095.00 
which we split with Tear Fund. The money we raised 
will be going towards our Children’s resources for the 
various groups we hold in the village – PlaySpace, 
KidsSpace and Tweens. 
 

A big “Well Done” to everyone that took part. 
The results were as follows: 
In 3rd Place – ‘Allotmenteers’ with 50 points.  
In 2nd Place – ‘Watton Earth’ with 50.5 points… 
and the winning team… 
In 1st Place – ‘Clangers’ with 54 points.  Hopefully they 
will defend their trophy next year! 
 

“Thank you” to the TAC Team for all pulling together 
and enabling this event to happen. A big “Thank you” to 
the generous providers for our raffle: 
 

Budgens; Fortune Chinese Restaurant; Emily Rose 
Hairdressers; Tay Barbering; The Bull Public House;    

The George and Dragon Public House; The Country Café, 
and Dunelm, St Albans…as well as a number of gifts 
donated by private individuals, which went on to make 
a lovely closing event to the evening. 
 

Our next event was our final Children’s Group of the 
year…a ‘Bake-off’. Again, this was held at the War 
Memorial Hall. Our entrants were from KidsSpace and 
Tweens. We supplied a range of cookies and cupcakes, 
and the children had to provide a presentation platter / 
plate and their own ingredients to decorate them. They 
had to decorate 6 shaped cookies and 4 cup cakes. We 
had 19 entrants, ranging from Reception (4 yrs old) to 
year 8 (12 yrs old). 
 

The standard of decorating skill and imagination was 
outstanding…they all did amazingly well. Choosing the 
respective winners was not an easy task, and a big 
“Thank you “to Mrs Frances Paxman for taking on the 
Judging role. Decorated Wooden Spoons were awarded 
to the respective top three place in each of the groups. 
KidsSpace: 
1st Place - Charlie; 2nd Place - Cara; and  
3rd Place - Nathan. 
Tweens: 
1st Place – Immy and Safie; 2nd Place – Adam; and  
3rd Place – Felicity and Evie. 
 

Ultimately everyone was a winner, and all the 
contestants went home with a festive cup filled with 
marshmallows, sweets, chocolates, a sachet of hot 
chocolate, and seasonally decorated teaspoon.  
Well done to you all…amazing stuff. “Thank you” to 
Sharon and the TAC Team for enabling this event to be 
as successful as it was. We are looking forward to 
everyone coming back in December to take part again, 
and hopefully defend their respective titles! 
 

Our last event of the year was our Festive Lunch at The 
Nigel Poulton Community Hall. A repeat of what we 
found to be a successful event last year. This was a 
lunch primarily for local people who are predominantly 
elderly, or on their own. This was well attended with a 
full house. It was a fun Lunch; Mulled wine, soup and 
rolls, a finger buffet and selection of desserts with tea 
and coffee…We had a quiz, carol singing and a 
raffle…again no one went home empty handed, with all 
our guests going home with a small gift. A big thank you 
to Tasa and her amazing team of volunteers for making 
the lunch a success…and another big “Thank you” to 
our very generous supporters for the raffle prizes and 
the gifts: 
 

Jane Abbott design; Dunelm, St Albans; Budgens; and 
Mardley Stores… and a few private contributors. 
 

Wishing you all a very Happy New Year, and look 
forward to meeting up with you at one of our events in 
the new year – TAC Team x 

 



 

WATERFORD & HERTINGFORDBURY WI 
 

NEXT MEETING: Thursday 5th February 7.30pm 
February is our annual meeting where we elect the 
committee for the following year. After this we will play 
a selection of board games…....this can get quite serious, 
particularly the scrabble! Only members may attend this 
meeting, but we will have a brand new programme of 
talks from March and will keep you updated – visitors are 
welcome to any other meeting. 
 

At the end of November we held wreath making sessions 
at Stapleford Village Hall, all the greenery was sourced 
locally. With fizz and nibbles it was great fun and 
everyone went home with a lovely fresh wreath. At our 
December meeting we hosted a magician and 
ventriloquist and in January we learnt all about ‘Bees, 

Beekeeping and the Fascinating World of Honey’ from 

local Amber Bees. Coming up we also have our New Year 
meal at The Grandison, and a theatre trip to St Albans. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Our next “Let’s Sing Together’ day”: Haydn's Creation 

Saturday 14th March 2026 
St Martin’s Church, Knebworth 

 

Knebworth Community Chorus celebrated Christmas in 
grand style in December at our Christmas concert, with 
a packed audience joining in enthusiastically. There was 
even a visit from Scrooge. It was an uplifting and hugely 
enjoyable way to start the Christmas season. Videos 
and a review are on our website and YouTube channel 
now. 
 

That concert was also a prelude to our new season of 
events for 2026. The first is our next “Let’s Sing 
Together” day on Saturday 14 March. We hold these 
twice a year so that singers come together to sing a 
musical piece from scratch in a day.  
 

In March we will be singing from Haydn’s “Creation”. 
This is a joyful and exuberant work, from which we will 
sing the Choruses that mark each day of the Creation. 
We are delighted to have three soloists joining us, along 
with Richard Carr on the Organ. Our Musical Director, 
Derek Harrison will lead the events.  
 

The day will run from 10am to 5pm with breaks (BYO 
lunch). There is also an optional rehearsal on Saturday 7 
March in Knebworth for those who want to be 
reminded of the music beforehand. The day finishes 
with a free informal performance at 4pm to which all 
are invited. 
 

The cost to take part as a singer is £25 and absolutely 
everyone is welcome, whether or not you’ve sung with 

us before. To register, or for more information, please 
email knebworthchorus@gmail.com or call  
01438 817 992.  
Please also visit our website – 
www.knebworthchorus.org.uk – for more details 
and information about singing with or listening to the 
Chorus.  
 

NEWS FROM THE VILLAGES 
 

BRAMFIELD 
 

WHAT’S ON IN BRAMFIELD      
Bramfield Carpet Bowls 
Meets Village Hall Monday eve 7pm to 9pm 
Enquiries Mike Jones 01992 550182 
 

Parish Council Meets 

Every other 3rd Tuesday of the Month  
Clerk Chris Underhill 07714 711253 
Village Hall Committee Meets 
1ST Tuesday of the Month 8pm 
Contact Cheryl Jackson 01992 583958 
 

Bramfield Book Club 
Meets 2nd Tuesday of the month at 7.30pm at the 
Village Hall 
Contact Louise 01992 583173 
Gibbslouise83@gmail.com 
Please Note We are currently not taking New members 
but you can Join our waiting list 
 
 

On January 9th, Bramfield Church commemorated 

500 years since William Tyndale translated the 

Bible from Greek and Hebrew into English  

1525-1526. 
 

For this he was burnt at the stake for heresy but 

within a few years Henry VIII ordered a copy for every 

parish church in England. We read from the Authorised 

Bible and the Revd. Susan Stilwell preached on 

Tyndale’s life and work. 

 
 

Bramfield Parish Council 
We meet on the third Tuesday of every other month at 
19:30 in the village hall. So, this means January, March, 
May, July, September and November.  

Did you know we have a parish website ? We have a bit 
of history, contact details and all documentation such 
as minutes posted there. Feel free to have a look at 
bramfieldparishcouncil.co.uk 
 
ANYONE FOR TENNIS?  
 

Bramfield has a well-kept Tennis Court that is 
open for use for families from the Village and 
beyond, we offer a very reasonable Family Membership 
Fee at £25.00 per year. To take advantage of this 
amazing deal. Call Cheryl Jackson on 01992 583958. 

mailto:knebworthchorus@gmail.com
http://www.knebworthchorus.org.uk/
mailto:Gibbslouise83@gmail.com


 

STAPLEFORD & WATERFORD 
 

Stapleford Parish Council and road safety 
 

Stapleford Parish Council has initiated a campaign to 
tackle excess speeding along the main A119 through 
Waterford and Stapleford. There is also an increasing 
problem with 'rat running' traffic through Vicarage Lane 
in Waterford. 
 

The Parish Council are keen to hear the views of 
villagers and gain more support from our residents to 
try and tackle these issues. We were especially grateful 
that our MP Chris Hinchliff pledged his support when he 
attended a meeting with us last year. 
 

We will discuss the campaign further at our February 
meeting as follows: 
 

Date: 19th February 2026 
Time: 7.30 pm 
Venue: Waterford Village Hall, 2 High Road, SG14 2PR 
 

We welcome residents of both villages to come and 
take part and also find out more about our regular work 
as well! 
 

Contact Details 
Clerk: Danielle Houghton  
· Email: Staplefordpc@yahoo.com 
· Phone: 07541 792894 
· Website: http://www.staplefordpc.co.uk 

 

 

Waterford Recreation Committee is 

hosting an Extraordinary General Meeting on 
Wednesday 11th February at 7.30pm 

 
The aim of the meeting is to show community 
support for our new community hall. 
  

To be eligible for grant applications we must 
demonstrate clear community support - without 
this, we cannot begin fundraising. 
  

Please come along, bring a neighbour, view 
the plans, meet committee 
members and other 
villagers. 
  

Wine and nibbles 
provided.  
  

Your attendance 
really matters! 

  

 
 
 
 

WATTON AT STONE 
 

 

  

Watton at Stone Fete  
 

We are collecting donations for the fete on 
Saturday 28th March between 10 and 12 o’clock. 

Please bring along any good quality, 
saleable items eg toys, books, bric a brac, or 
bottles for the bottle stall  to the Scout Hut in  

Mill Lane. 
Thank you in advance 

 
 
 
 

Watton at Stone Scout Group - 

Recruitment and New Scout Hut 
 

We are a thriving village Scout Group with over 80+ 

young members (6-18yrs of age) spread across Beavers, 

Cubs, Scouts and Explorer Scouts sections.  
 

The sections run great programmes, providing fun and 

adventure as well as giving members skills for life. 
 

We have a large waiting list of people both from the 

village and the surrounding area.  
 

After a nine month process, I am delighted to announce 

Watton at Stone Scout Group has been granted planning 

permission for a new hut. 
 

The new hut will be a modern design and look, in the 

same location and footprint as the old hut. A new 

internal layout of the hut will provide a bigger space in 

the main hall. The new hut will be ECO friendly, use 

state of the art materials and be solar ready. The cost of 

the new hut will be around £160-£170,000 and we have 

secured £40,000 of funding to date. 
 

If you have access to funds or funding ideas, please 

contact me. 
 

For the Group to expand we need more adult helpers (all 

ages) - we would love to hear from you if you can give 

1-2 hours of voluntary time each week. Great training 

and support are provided. 
 

Please contact me if would like to chat about 

volunteering. 
 

Thank you, 

Richard Wing - Group Lead Volunteer (07393-620103) 

 

 

WATTON BOOK WORMS 
We usually meet on the third Friday of the 

month at 7pm to share supper and thoughts on our 
book of the month. All are welcome. Contact 
peterevernden@hotmail.co.uk 

 

mailto:Staplefordpc@yahoo.com
http://www.staplefordpc.co.uk/
mailto:peterevernden@hotmail.co.uk


 

Carol and Gift Service 
 

Thank you to everyone who brought gifts 
to the Carol and Gift service in December 

which were sent to a local Women’s refuge. The gifts 
were so beautiful, and they really made a massive 
difference to the women and children in refuge at a 
very difficult time. Staff at the refuge were very 
overwhelmed with the generosity of everyone, 
especially with the cost of living at the moment.  

 
ROYAL BRITISH LEGION POPPY APPEAL 

2025 
  

Thank you to all who donated to the appeal this year, a 
total of £3,730.80 which includes £256 donated via the 
QR code, was raised. Thanks to all the door to door 
collectors, the schools, the church and all the shops and 
pubs who allowed us to place collection boxes on their 
premises. Thanks too, to the wonderful knitters of 
Watton whose displays were a work of art. 
On behalf of the Royal British Legion, thank you,  
Lyn Oakman 
 

A big thank you to all who supported our 
Christmas Fayre back in November last – 
it seems a long time ago!!!!  We have 
raised £5,000, this due to the fayre, stalls 

at other events and donations from Fairview Homes 
“Wattons”, Amco Giffen (working at Railway Station), 
various private donators and Alan being rented out as 
Father Christmas.  We have a number of ladies 
constantly knitting, cooking and supporting throughout 
the year.  All monies go to a worthy cause Nerve 
Tumours UK, so thank you people of Watton for all your 
support. 
 

Happy New Year and let’s look forward to 2026!!!!   
Christine Grant    
 

Watton Ramblers Walk Programme: 
 

Every Tuesday there is a short slow walk (max 1 
hour) starting from the Nigel Poulton Community 
Hall at 10 o’clock.  
 

We are lucky in Watton to have an abundance of 
routes taking us just into the wonderful 
countryside that surrounds the village. The choice 
of route is dependent on the weather and ground 
conditions and any preference from those 
attending.   
 

We don’t walk in the rain !!  
 

Newcomers are welcome, particularly those 
recovering or who need a little gentle exercise in 
good friendly company.  
 

(No payment required and no need to book. 
Further details from Maurice 01920 426344)  
 

SPORTS GROUPS CONTACTS 
 

PILATES Laura Jeffs 
07710 408974 

CYCLING Alan Headland 
01920 830351 

WATTON VETS 
FOOTBALL 

Steve Betts 
07970 698139 

YOUTH FOOTBALL Derek Hill 
01438 813684 

LADIES FOOTBALL Steve Betts 
07970 698139 

SATURDAY 
FOOTBALL 

Paul Reynolds 
07794 791978 

ARCHERY John Meischke 
07970 083256 

CRICKET Brad Williams 
07801 790915 

SHOTOKAN 
KARATE 

Peter Khera 
07866 374674 

TENNIS Ian Knight 
07778 401799 

RAMBLING Maurice Gordon 
01920 426344 

TABLE TENNIS Steve Block 
07870 779949 

 
 



 

Waterford Nature Notes 
 

While I was driving along Anchor Lane from Wadesmill to Tonwell, I spotted three 
Egyptian Geese grazing in a field.  I can’t remember when I last saw this species 
around here, my Southgate correspondent often reports to me upon these in his local 
parks and has been doing so for many years.  The Southgate geese breed freely upon 
the lakes in two parks, usually raising broods of five but, on occasions seven or even 
up to nine.  It seems that the geese have learned to recognize my correspondent and 
his wife because, although they have never fed them other than by casting 
appropriate food onto the water, the geese and their goslings, upon sighting them, 

will leave the water and come to them looking for food.  It is only in recent years that Egyptian Goose has been 
included in books as a British Bird. 
 
There have been reports of large Siskin flocks around the county, as many as 100 on occasions.  As I 
have reported before, this species, along with several others, was a summer visitor until fairly recent 
years but gradually has become a resident, staying through Winter.  
 
I read about efforts that have been made between St Albans City Council, Herts. and Middlesex Wildlife Trust 
(HMWT) and Butterfly Conservation to create areas that support butterflies.  Surveys of the areas between 2022 
and 2025 showed a 350% increase in numbers and, in the year 2025, the increase has been 80% upon 2024 
numbers.  What wonderful news.  HMWT has done and continues to do wonders for nature in our counties, 
they have now topped 24,000 members. If you have any interest in nature, conservation and climate and are 
considering contributing, please think about joining, 50% off first year membership if you join in January: 
 
https://www.hertswildlifetrust.org.uk/newyearoffer 
 
Yet another example of changing seasons, the traditional time for Hazel catkins is late Winter to early Spring, 
i.e. end of February to end of March, I saw full-grown catkins more than a week before Christmas. 
 
There have been some reports of suspected bird flu around Hertfordshire and nearby counties.  It is water birds 
that are most likely to suffer.  It would be wise to take precautions, even if there have not been any reports 
locally.  Do not enter water or allow your pet to do so, don’t handle or allow your pet to pick up any dead bird.  
Whenever refilling your bird-feeders use a disinfectant to wash out any pathogens that might have been 
imported, proprietary brands are available but a weak solution of bleach, about 8 or 10 - 1 followed by thorough 
rinsing will be just as effective. 

 
On Christmas morning I was up at around 6a.m. to let the dogs into the garden, I heard many 
owls calling.  There was a Tawny in the churchyard, another somewhere across the marsh, two 
more in the Sycamore wood of John Oakins, another in the plantation above 10 Timber Orchard 
and a Little Owl somewhere in the trees behind 3 and 4 Timber Orchard.  The owl that had been 
calling in the churchyard flew across to the plantation above Timber Orchard and was 
silhouetted against the dawn, twilight sky.  How wonderful that there is such a strong 
population.  Barn and Short-eared have also been reported locally meaning that the only British 
species not seen are Long-eared and Snowy but the Snowy is a rare, Winter visitor to the very 
North of Britain, such as the Shetlands. 

 
 
Malcolm 
 
 

 

https://www.hertswildlifetrust.org.uk/newyearoffer


 

 



 

 



 



 

BENEFICE DETAILS 

Please contact your local Churchwardens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KEEP UP WITH THE LATEST 
NEWS ……… 

We are on Facebook 

• St Andrew and St Mary Watton at Stone 

• St Mary’s Aston 

• St Mary the Virgin Stapleford 

• St Michael and all Angels Waterford 
 

And you can also access an electronic version of the 

Parish News from any of the following websites: 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7907/ 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7898/ 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7885/ 

www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7903/ 

www.watton-pc.org.uk/news/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Scan the QR code below to find out more about the 
church in Watton at Stone 

 
 
 
 

 

Scan the QR code below to find out more about the 
church in Waterford 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Scan the QR code below to find out more about the 
church in Stapleford 

 
 
 
 
 

Scan the QR code below to find out more about the 
church in Bramfield 

 
 

 

  

PRINT DEADLINE 
Please send any items for the next edition 

BY 12TH OF THE MONTH 
To the Parish Reps or the Editor: 

 
Bramfield  
 Jenny Clayton 
 3 Bury Lane, Bramfield 
 (01992 538712) 
 jenny@jmsprojects.co.uk 
  
Stapleford  
 Carol Eccleston 
 1 Clusterbolts, Stapleford. 
 (01992 536405) 
 caroleccleston@btinternet.com 
 
Waterford  
 Ray Cole 
 3 Bramfield Lane, Waterford 
 (01992 584040)  
 rayjcole1@tiscali.co.uk 
 

Watton at Stone  
 Denise Hodgson 
 33 Lammas Road, Watton 
 (07446 161125) 
 
General enquiries 
 Denise Hodgson 
 parish.news.beane@gmail.com 
 
ADVERTISEMENTS 
 Ian Knight (07778 401799) 
 iancknight31@gmail.com 
 
EDITOR  
 Denise Hodgson 
 

Churchwardens 
Aston:       Sara Hudson (01438 880750) 
       Tim Alexander (01438 880519) 
Bramfield:  Peggy Wareham (01992 550467) 
                   Dorothy Abel Smith (01992 582132)  
Stapleford:   Nicola Page (Church rep) (01992 302501) 
        Lesley Atterwill (Church Rep) (07773 392992) 
Waterford:   Malcolm Wandrag (01992 552531) 
Watton:      Ian Knight (07778 401799) 
                   Helen McCash (07817 384117) 

http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7907/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7898/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7885/
http://www.achurchnearyou.com/church/7903/
http://www.watton-pc.org.uk/news/
mailto:jenny@jmsprojects.co.uk
mailto:caroleccleston@btinternet.com
mailto:rayjcole1@tiscali.co.uk


 

 

 



 

 

 
BRAMFIELD 

VILLAGE HALL 
FOR HIRE 

Modern, fully equipped  premises 
suitable for all occasions 

Ideal for weddings, parties, classes 

and clubs. 

Licensed for music and dancing. 
For details contact Cheryl Jackson 

01992 583958 (evenings) 
www.bramfieldvillagehall.wordpress.com 

 

 

 
 

   

  

 

 

   

  GARDEN SERVICES 
 

All garden work undertaken 

Tree surgery – grass cutting 

Pruning – hedge cutting 
Patios – fencing 

Man & Mini Digger for hire 

 Seasoned Logs 
 

01438 225776 or 
07778 190282 

  

Pete Phillips 
Painting & Decorating, 

Plastering and Tiling 

 

All works undertaken 

01920 411966    
mob 07770590094 

 

Village Framing 
Picture Framing to a  Professional Standard 

By Terry Higgins G.C.F. 
(commended by the Fine Art Trade Guild) 

21 Walkern Road, Watton at Stone,  SG14 3RQ 
01920 830745 
07903 833056 

 

 

Assisted Living – Private Nursing Home 
Bramfield Road, Hertford  SG14 2JA 

01992 551900 – www.broadoakmanor.co.uk 

 

         

 
 

 

 

Watton Budgens Store & Post Office 
Budgens Store  

Mon – Sat  7.00am to 9pm;Sun 8am to 8pm 

Groceries, Off licence, Newsagents, Lottery 

Free cash withdrawals – most major banks 
 

Post Office 

 Mon – Fri  9am to 5pm; Sat 9am to 12.30pm 

 

Strong-Base Driveways & Landscaping 
Garden Make-Over, Patio’s, Block Paving 

Resin Bound Gravel, Brickwork, Fencing, 

Approved Bradstone Paving Installer – Award Winners 

Free Garden Design & Price Quote – Jobs Large or Small 

Based in High St, Watton-at-Stone 

Call: Paul Reynolds - 07794 791 978 or 01920 830 610 

www.strongbasedriveways.co.uk 
 

UK CITY ROOFING 

CONTRACTORS 

FLAT ROOFING 

SPECIALIST 
THREE LAYER HIGH PERFORMANCE BUILT 

UP FELT MASTIC ASPHALTING 

HIGH PERFORMANCE TORCH-ON-FELTING 
 

SLATING & TILING     ROOF  REPAIRS 

GUTTERING    UPVC FASCIAS & SOFFITTS 
 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
FREE ESTIMATES    FREE ADVICE     NO OBLIGATION 

 

Office: 01920 822 775  Martin : 07970 940 290 
Mark : 07973 835 449 

Ukcityroofing@btconnect.com 

 
 

 
 

 

R.Allison 
 

Landscapes & Maintenance 
01438 211848 / 07787762822   

 www.RAllisonLandScapes.co.uk 
 

Garden construction, Patios,  Driveways,  
Water features Turfing, Fencing, Brickwork, 

Pergolas, Topiary, Decking, 
 

Tree surgery, All Garden Services Provided 
 
 

Free Quotations 
 

 

 
 

Open Mon - Fri 

8.45 am - 3.30 pm 

Phone 01920 830590 

  
LAMBRETTA & VESPA 
& OLD MOTORBIKES 

WANTED 
 

Old Motor Scooters and 
bikes for restoration & parts 

 

Stuart 0794 1514122 
stuarbutcher01@aol.com 

 
 

 
LED GARDEN LIGHTS 
 

Affordable and easy to 
install 

 

Free site visits & design 
services available 

 

Local company 
Call Phil on 0800 037 2975 

tols.co.uk 

Architectural Services 
Free Consultation + Comprehensive written quote 

Design – Concept 
Feasibility – Planning 

Building Regulations – Detailed Drawings 
Project Management – Design & Build 

 

Residential & Commercial 
Mb 07814 146779   www.room-by-room.co.uk 

 

 

 

TAI CHI / 
QIGONG 

In HERTFORD 

and on  ZOOM  
with Liz Welch 

01992 550405 
info@lizwelch.co.uk 

www.lizwelch.co.uk 

 

 

 

http://www.bramfieldvillagehall.wordpress.com/
http://www.strongbasedriveways.co.uk/
mailto:Ukcityroofing@btconnect.com
http://www.lizwelch.co.uk/


 

   
AUSTIN’S 

 

FAMILY FUNERAL DIRECTORS 

 
Serving the community since 1700 

 
24 HOUR SERVICE 

PRIVATE  CHAPELS 

PRE –PAYMENT FUNERAL PLANS 

 
 

AUSTIN’S,  48 St Andrews St, Hertford 

 
01992 582052 

www.austins.co.uk 

funerals@austins.co.uk 

 

 

 

 

  

   

   

 

 

 

 

   

 

  

 Triographics 
 Printers Limited 

 

121 London Rd, Knebworth 

SG3 6EX 
 

Digital Printers 
 

01438 811905  fax 01438 814173 
alantriog@aol.com 

Hertfordshire Spanish 

School 
Fun group lessons to 

learn Spanish! Ware, 

Hertford and 

Watton at Stone 

07510 785959 

hertsspanishschool@hotmail.com 
www.hertfordshirespanishschool.co.uk 

 

  

 

 
 

Babysitting Service/ 
school holidays 

 
 

Many years experience 

DBS and First Aid Cert. 

Contact Ines 
quinteroines@yahoo.co.uk 

07926 060891 

Time Warp Collectables 
Collector wants to buy 

Old watches, Steam engines, 
 old motorcycles,  model aero engines 

 
07974 088812 

colin1417@yahoo.co.uk 

FARMERS MARKET 
Woolmer Green 

 

Selling fresh produce and crafts 
 

Fourth Sunday of the month 
9.30am to 1pm 

Village Hall, Hall Lane 
Woolmer Green, Herts, SG3 6XA 

0370 777 6132 
woolmergreenpc.org.uk  

 Richard  Parsons 
FRENCH POLISHER & 

FURNITURE 

 RESTORER 

Antiques, Pianos 

Modern Furniture 

Full Repair Service 
 

27 St Martins Rd 

Knebworth, SG3 6ER 

Tel: 01438 812200 
07946 422151 

www.rparsons.com 

 

 

The Nigel Poulton 
Community Hall 
          Watton–at-Stone 
 

Main Hall / Pavilion / Meeting Room & 
Changing Rooms for hire 
 

contact Abi Brown 07493 097867 or  
clerk@watton-pc.org.uk  

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

Hypnotherapy 
Stress, Anxiety, 

Phobias, etc. 
 

Lee-Anne@hertfordhypnotherapy .co.uk 

www.hertfordhypnotherapy.co.uk 
 

Tel: 07919 441564 
 

Based in Watton at Stone 

 
 

HERTFORD TV SERVICE 
Freeview TV Aerial Installations, Repairs & Extra TV Points 
SkyQ / Sky+HD / Freesat Satellite Specialists, Magic Eyes 

TV, Audio & DVD Repairs  
TV & Soundbar Wall Installations, Hidden Cables 

CCTV systems in HD, View offsite on Smart Phone/Tablet App 
Wireless Burglar Alarm Security Systems 

Sonos Multiroom Audio, WiFi Access Points 
Tel:   01992 552955 

   www.hertfordtvservice.co.uk                      family business est. 1979 

Watton Memorial Hall 
118 High Street,  Watton at Stone 

 

Large Main Hall with Stage, Small Rear Hall, ,Kitchen 

 and Large Car Park 
 

FOR HIRE by Individuals, Clubs and Groups 
 

For more information contact: 

Christine Grant on 07816 023746 
 

Peter Worby 
 

ANTIQUES 
RESTORATION 

40 years experience 
All Repairs, Polishing 

Fully Insured,  Free Estimates 

Tel: 01920 821973 
peterworby56@gmail.com 

 

JEAV Electrical 
Watton at Stone 

 

Electrical installations/repairs 
NICEIC registered 

Andrew Powell 
 

01920 830140  

 07771 655927 
jeavelectrical@btinternet.com 

 

 

 Clare’s 
Cat 

Feeding 
Service 

Qualified Veterinary Nurse 
 

0777 902 6182 
96 High St, Watton at Stone 

 

HCPC Registered Audiologist 

Ear Wax Removal, Hearing Assessments,Hearing Aids & More 

2 St Andrew Street, Hertford, SG14 1JA 
01992 877666  hertfordhearing@outlook.com 

 

 

Tracie Harris Living 

Clinical Hypnotherapist 
NLP & CBT Therapy 

 

sessions for children 
teenagers & adults 

 

Free consultations 
07957 421739 

www.tracieharrisliving.com 

 

 

Music 

Tuition 

Brass | Theory 
 

Paul Cutler 

07985 143 765 
paul.cutler23@ntlworld.com 

Professional Carpet 
& Upholstery Cleaning  

 

Stain & odour removal 
Rug Cleaning 

Leather care, Scotchguard 
Fully insured - Free Quotes 

Contact Duncan 07958729074 

dharris25@hotmail.co.uk 
www.dharriscleaniing.co.uk 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 Wedding | Celebration cakes 

Watton At Stone, Herts  
07939 554 242 

www.angelajanecakedesign.co.uk 
info@angelajanecakedesign.co.uk 

 
 

07939 554 242 
 

http://www.austins.co.uk/
mailto:funerals@austins.co.uk
mailto:quinteroines@yahoo.co.uk
mailto:Lee-Anne@hertfordhypnotherapy.co.uk
http://www.hertfordhypnotherapy.co.uk/
http://www.hertfordtvservice.co.uk/
mailto:peterworby56@gmail.com
mailto:dharris25@hotmail.co.uk
http://www.angelajanecakedesign.co.uk/


 

  

 

 
01438532231 

Info@mead-maintenance.co.uk  

 
    

 

  

 
 

 

kn 
 

  

WATERFORD 
VILLAGE HALL 

FOR HIRE 
 

By individuals, groups and clubs 
at reasonable rates. 

Modern Kitchen, Large Car Park 
Can accommodate 80+ people in 

comfort. 
For further information visit 

www.waterfordvillagehall.co.uk 

 

 

 

T.J.LANDSCAPES 
We do 

Turfing 
Brickwork 

Patios 
Block Paving 

Fencing 
For fast friendly service 

 

Call – 07956 989617 
 

  

 

To advertise contact 
Ian Knight 

Iancknight31@gmail.com 

  

  

  

 

 

 DW     
Building, Carpentry 
and Maintenance 

Darren Wareham 
 

Mobile 07732 012298 
Email  dwbuildingcarpentry@gmail.com 

 

Herts Language  

Tuition 
One–to-one French and 

Spanish lessons 
Adults, KS3 and GCSE  

Exam prep 
info@hertslanguagetuition.com 

07599 841 352 

Emily Rose 
The Hair & Beauty Boutique  

Tue 9am – 7pm 

Wed 9am – 5.30pm 

Thur 9am – 7pm 

Fri 9am – 5pm 

Sat 8.30am – 5pm 
 

36a High St 

Watton at Stone 

Tel 01920 830354 
 
 
 

Tel 01920 830354 

 

 Also available

  

 

Pinnacle Catering Hire 
Crockery – Cutlery – Glasses 

Tables – Chairs – Table linen and much more 

Call Sara Vallance  07976 246332 
pinnaclecateringhire@live.co.uk 

www.pinnaclecateringhire.com 

 

Curtains & Blinds 
Middlemarch 

Interiors 
 

We offer a free 60min 
design consultation to 

measure and quote with no 
obligation. 

One window or whole house 
 

07496 885139 
www.middlemarchinteriors.co.u

k 

 

 

Feel Body Strong 
 

Fitness, nutrition, and healthy habits for all 

Face to face Personal Training 

Face to face Strength and Fitness Pilates clsses 
For more info contact 

Louisa Smith  07903819540 or info@feelbodystrong.com 

 

 

ABBOTS TAXIS 
Your local licensed taxi 

service from Datchworth 
4 & 8 seater taxis with 

wheelchair accessibility 
 

www.abbotstaxis.co.uk 
 

0330 22 33 556 local call rates 

 

 

 

    

HERTFORD PLANNING SERVICE 
A multi-discipline Practice providing 

Architectural/Planning services, 
specialising in  

alterations/extensions/ 
loft conversions/new build and 

appeals 
01992 552 173 

contact@hertfordplanning.co.uk 

 

S.P.Saban Ltd 
 

UPVC Doors, Windows, 
Fascias, Soffits, 

Bargeboards, Cladding 
 

All work backed by  
10yr guarantee 

 
01920 462343 

 
 

Sue Elmes 
ALTERATION SPECIALIST 

 

Professional, friendly 
service 

 

01920 830300 
07973 149520 

 

 

 

 

 

Believe    Nurture    Enlighten 

Preparing well-rounded individuals for the world 

ARRANGE A TOUR – 01992583341 

www.stapleford.herts.sch.uk 

 

Instagram & Facebook: staplefordprimaryschool     

  Twitter: @staplefordps 

 

  

COUNTING KIDS 

 
Introducing the magic of 
Maths to pre-schoolers 

Ages 2 – 4 years 
 

07889 477801 
Olivia@countingkids.co.uk 

http://www.waterfordvillagehall.co.uk/
mailto:pinnaclecateringhire@live.co.uk
mailto:info@feelbodystrong.com
http://www.abbotstaxis.co.uk/
mailto:contact@hertfordplanning.co.ukk


 

   

 

 

  

 

 

 

  

   

   

 

 

 

 

   

   

 

 

 

S T U D I O    C   A R C H I T E C T S     L I M I T E D 

Architectural Design Services 

FREE CONSULTATION 
PROFESSIONAL AND PERSONABLE APPROACH 

PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATIONS  
ALTERATION, RENOVATION, REFURBISHMENT 

NEW BUILDS & EXTENSIONS 
TENDER AND CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION 

Sarah Coughlan 

BA(Hons)Arch Pg.Dip(Plym) RIBA 

 01920 413 302 

 Sarahcoughlan@studio-c-architects.com     www.studio-c-architects.com 
 

 ACORN PEST 

CONTROL 

 

20 years experience in Pest 
Control.  

Same price as council but quicker 
response 

 

Michael Jackson 
077 1049 4186 

 
 

Live, interactive MUSIC classes for pre-school children 
Datchworth Village Hall 

Thursday mornings during term time Toddlers - 10am 

Babies - 10.50am 
www.minimozart.com          emma@minimozart.com 

 

 

Laura J PILATES 

 

Pilates classes in Watton for all ages and abilities, pre natal & 
post natal, children, seniors & orthopaedic conditions 
Monday  9.15 am Mixed Ability  10.30am Silverlates 

Wednesday 9.15 am Mixed Ability  10.30am Beginners 
Thursday  7pm Mixed ability / intermediate 

1-2-1 Mat and REFORMER sessions available 
www.laurajpilates.com   laura@laurajpilates.com 

07710408974 

 

 

Kim’s Foot 
Health Care 

Home visiting service, 
treatment in the comfort of 
your home, nails cut, corns, 

callous/hard skin  
kimsfootcare@hotmail.com 

07505 142 102 
 
 
 

 
TreeSmiths 

OUTDOOR MAINTENANCE AND CLEANING 
Grass * Patio * Gutters * Driveways * Fencing 

Sheds/Cabins Construction * Driveway, Patio Cleaning 

ONE OFF PROJECTS 
Handyman Services * Garden Projects * Decorating 

Assembling Furniture * Shed Construction 
07989 598270 

 

 

WINDOW & GUTTER 

CLEANING 

Contact Dane – 07593 013494 
dane@servucare.co.uk 

 
Bloom & Grow 

Gardens 

All garden maintenance 
undertaken 

Weeding, pruning, hedge trimming, 
planting, border edging, mulching, leaf 

clearance. 
Female gardener – trained and fully 

insured 
Jenny 07984 468613 or 

bloomgrowgardens@outlook.com 
 

 

 

 
 

 Come and join us for a 

Reformer  Pilates  class at 

our beautiful new studio in 

Stapleford 

www.akashawellness.co. 

01279 757633 

 

 

 

Watton at Stone based Removals Company 

Fully Insured 

Catering for all your Removal Needs 

Short and Long Distance Moves – free home visit quotes 

DAN 01920 413449 / 07496 856 863 

wizzremovals@outlook.com   www.wizzremovals.co.uk 

 

 

Greenwood Tree Care 
Pruning, Reducing, Felling, Removal, 

Hedge Cutting 
Free Quotations, Competitive prices, 

 NPTC Qualified 
Adam Welch 

Tel: 01920 830719 Mob: 07881 902827 
 

 

The Bull 

01920 831032 

Coffee & pastries 
Freshly prepared & seasonal food 

Great ales & guest beers 
Family Garden, patio & play area 

113 High Street, Watton at Stone, SG14 3SB 
www.thebullwatton.co.uk 

 

T.A.D Beauty 

Mobile beautician  
Nails – Lashes – Massage – 

Facials 
 

Instagram: t.a.d.beauty 

Tina: 07535681449  

tinadorton@icloud.com 
 

RAY’S OF SUNSHINE 

 

*Painting *Coving *Tiling 
*Laminate Flooring 

*Wallpaper  Hanging  *Carpentry 
*General Maintenance 

 
CALL RAY – FREE ESTIMATES 

01438 214178  07837 487922 
 

 

 

www.grassrootslandscapes.co.uk 

Garden Landscape Design, Construction & Maintenance, est. 2000 
Regular garden maintenance slots available 

01920 832 210 

enquiries@grassrootslandscapes.co.uk 
 

HOME AND GARDEN 

 

Professional Home and Garden 
Services 

Exterior Landscaping, 
Fencing, Decking and Maintenance 

Interior Decorating, Tiling and general 
home improvements 

Mark Blacktin 
07967006716 or 01920 830211 

 

 

 

Traditional 
Joinery 

 

Specialising 
in 

Box & sash 
windows 
Doors & 

locks 

 
All joinery & carpentry 
Contact 07831 404960 

 

Bethany Warsop 

Photography 
Wedding, Family & Newborn 

Photographer 

Based in Hertford 
www.bethanywarsopphotography.com 

Inst bethanywarssopphotography 
Face   @bethanywarsopphtography 

07847 449991 

mailto:Sarahcoughlan@studio-c-architects.com
http://www.studio-c-architects.com/
http://www.minimozart.com/
mailto:emma@minimozart.com
http://www.laurajpilates.com/
http://www.akashawellness.co/
http://www.bethanywarsopphotography.com/

