Bible Readings and Weekly Notices for the
Parish of St. Peter’s, Great Totham.
Candlemass (Fourth Sunday of Epiphany)
Sunday |I** February 2026

Diary for Week Commencing Monday 274 February 2026
Mon 02 09:30 Private Function in the Church Extension
Mon 02 17:30 ‘Rainbows’ in the Church Extension
Tue 03 09:30 Private Function in the Church Extension
Wed 04 10:00 Baby Signage Group in the Church Extension
Wed 04 10:30 Bible Studies Group at the Honywood
Wed 04 19:30 Gt.Totham Community Choir in the Church Extension

Thu 05 10:30 Edward Bear Group in the Church Extension
Fri 06 10:00 ‘Knit and Natter’ Group in the Honywood

Fri 06 10:00 Baby Signage Group in the Church Extension
Fri 07 19:45 Great Totham Bell Ringing Practice

Sun 09 10:00 Morning Service of the Word and Sunday Club
Sun 09 18:00 Evensong via ‘Zoom’ Contact Sue Godsmark

Forthcoming events:
Tue 24 Feb 19:00 Almshouse meeting @ The Honywood
Sat 28 Feb 10:00 Coffee Morning at The Honywood
Sat 28 Feb 12:00 Baptism @ St. Peter’s
Sat 14 Mar 14:30 Mothers Union Posy making in the Church Extension
Sun 26 Apl 10:00 Annual Meeting and Report

In your prayer’s this week please include:
Our ‘Friendship Church’ - Bragernes Kirke, Drammen, Norway.
John Gladdish, Nina Pearce, Peter Roast.

DONATIONS
To donate to St Peter’s Church: Scan the QR code;
make a BACS payment to St Peter's Church Great Totham

(sort code 20-54-30, account number 20882739);
send a cheque (payable to ‘St Peter’s Church, Great
Totham’) to 25 Eaton Way, CM9 8EE or use the link on
our website: www.achurchnearyou.com/church/6657/




Collect.

God our creator, who in the beginning commanded the light to shine out of
darkness: we pray that the light of the glorious gospel of Christ may dispel the
darkness of ignorance and unbelief, shine into the hearts of all your people,
and reveal the knowledge of your glory in the face of Jesus Christ your Son
our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and for ever. Amen.

First Reading | Kings 17.8-16
The Widow of Zarephath
8 Then the word of the Lord came to him, saying, ? ‘Go now to Zarephath,
which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for | have commanded a widow there
to feed you. 1°So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the
gate of the town,a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said,
‘Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that | may drink. !! As she was going to
bring it, he called to her and said, ‘Bring me a morsel of bread in your
hand.’ 12 But she said, ‘As the Lord your God lives, | have nothing baked, only
a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; | am now gathering a couple
of sticks, so that | may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we
may eat it, and die. '3 Elijah said to her, ‘Do not be afraid; go and do as you
have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me,and afterwards
make something for yourself and your son. 14 For thus says the Lord the God
of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until
the day that the Lord sends rain on the earth. !5 She went and did as Elijah
said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for many days. !¢ The jar
of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, according to the word
of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah

This is the word of the Lord. - Thanks be to God.

New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA)

Second Reading | Corinthians I. | 8-end

Christ the Power and Wisdom of God

18 For the message about the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing,
but to us who are being saved it is the power of God. !? For it is written,

‘l will destroy the wisdom of the wise, and the discernment of the discerning
| will thwart.! 20 Where is the one who is wise? Where is the scribe? Where
is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the
world? 2! For since, in the wisdom of God, the world did not know God
through wisdom, God decided, through the foolishness of our




mEm) proclamation, to save those who believe. 22 For Jews demand signs and
Greeks desire wisdom, 23 but we proclaim Christ crucified, a stumbling-block
to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those who are the called, both
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For
God’s foolishness is wiser than human wisdom, and God’s weakness is
stronger than human strength. ¢ Consider your own call, brothers and
sisters:not many of you were wise by human standards, not many were
powerful, not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose what is foolish in
the world to shame the wise; God chose what is weak in the world to shame
the strong; 28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, things that
are not, to reduce to nothing things that are, 2? so that no one might boast in
the presence of God.3%He is the source of your life in Christ Jesus, who
became for us wisdom from God, and righteousness and sanctification and
redemption, 3! in order that, as it is written, ‘Let the one who boasts, boast
in the Lord!
This is the word of the Lord. - Thanks be to God.

Gospel John 2. 1-17
Hear the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to N

Glory to you, Oh Lord.
The Wedding at Cana
IOn the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother
of Jesus was there. 2Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the
wedding. 3 When the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, They
have no wine. 4 And Jesus said to her, ‘WWoman, what concern is that to you
and to me? My hour has not yet come. 5 His mother said to the servants,
‘Do whatever he tells you.! ¢ Now standing there were six stone water-jars
for the Jewish rites of purification, each holding twenty or thirty
gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, ‘Fill the jars with water And they filled them up
to the brim. 8 He said to them, ‘Now draw some out, and take it to the chief
steward.” So they took it. ? When the steward tasted the water that had
become wine, and did not know where it came from (though the servants
who had drawn the water knew), the steward called the bridegroom '9and
said to him, ‘Everyone serves the good wine first, and then the inferior wine
after the guests have become drunk. But you have kept the good wine until
now!. !l Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana of Galilee, and revealed
his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
12 After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother, his brothers, and
his disciples; and they remained there for a few days. =)




= Jesus Cleanses the Temple

13 The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. '4In
the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep, and doves, and the money-
changers seated at their tables. !5 Making a whip of cords, he drove all of
them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out
the coins of the money-changers and overturned their tables. '6 He told
those who were selling the doves, ‘Take these things out of here! Stop
making my Father’s house a market-place!’ '7 His disciples remembered that
it was written, Zeal for your house will consume me.’

This is the Gospel of the Lord - Praise to you, O Christ.
New Revised Standard Version, Anglicised (NRSVA

The January 100+ Club Draw winners are:
I'st Prize: Peter Judd, 2nd Prize: Karin Mann, 3rd Prize: Patricia Kelly

PARISH CONTACTS
Benefice Administrator: 307908 776750
Rosie Pollock: DLoffice.blackwaterbenefice@gmail.com
Diocesan Safeguarding Team: 701245 294444
DAsafeguarding@chelmsford.anglican.org
Parish Safeguarding Representative: Vacancy
Churchwarden: Vacancy

ROTA. Please note that there has been a temporary delay in the

circulation of our January and February Rota. Copies should be
available at the back of the Church, in our Vestry and in the Kitchen.

Notices: If you wish to include any item on the weekly ‘Notices’ please
contact Chris Munton E-Mail D<cmmunton@ukmm.com 7501621 891817
who also maintains the consolidated diary for the Church, Church Extension
and The Honywood.

Please inform ALL bookings to avoid the possibility of any conflicts.



