Message to Marton Friends for Sunday 28th December 2025

Dear Marton Friends,

Please find attached this weekend's update from Rev Steve with a reflection from Robert Law.
We thank all our clergy, readers, churchwardens, organists, musicians, bakers, drink-makers, singers, cleaners, decorators, key holders, grass cutters, organisers, congregations, welcomers and make-it-happeners for everything they/you do to create and support special services and events for Christmas. Let's pray that this little space between Christmas and New Year will be a time of rest and recovery and encouragement for us all. Steve also refers in his message to the Methodist Church's Covenant Prayer, and for anyone less familiar with this, I've copied it right at the end of this email. 

The one service in our Benefice of 5 churches this weekend is a Holy Communion Service at Farlington at 10.30am. There is always a very warm welcome at Farlington! You are welcome to use the space outside the church to drop off/pick up, but please park at the Blacksmith's Arms (where there is also a toilet accessible even when the pub is closed). Don't be put off by the idea of having to walk up the slope to church - if that presents a bit of a challenge, Wendy provides a free and friendly powered mobility scooter relay service.

I've attached the summary of services for January 2026 and you'll see we have services planned in St Mary's Marton on the 1st and 3rd Sundays as per usual, both at 3pm (Jan 4th and Jan 18th). I'm not sure if the grass car park will have a chance to dry out between now and then, but we are very grateful to be able to park in the Tompkins's drive (Church Farm) during services when needed. We actually had to cancel our first service in 2025, because of snow and ice - and I understand the temperature is dropping again in the next few days...

On Tuesday 30th December there is currently a plan to meet up for Midday Prayers in a local home - please do get in touch if you would like to join us at 11am for an hour of chatting, sharing stories, prayers and friendly fellowship so I can confirm the venue.

As we approach the end of the year, I've had a lovely time collating some of the comments from the Visitors' Book for 2025 for us all to enjoy. There were so many gems it was hard to choose but I've attached a word document with some of the highlights. It is such an encouragement to read these comments, and I really hope you enjoy them too. It does warm my heart with a little spark of joy that this beautiful little church 'in the middle of nowhere' continues to provide a welcoming place of hospitality and peace. Thank you for praying with us for St Mary's - I am convinced it makes a massive difference!

Some of you will remember my dream of having a temporary prayer labyrinth in the churchyard, which first came to mind during covid lockdowns when we couldn't meet inside the church. Having sat on this idea and prayed and discussed it with lots of people, we are now able to go ahead. The PCC approved the installation of a 'trial' temporary prayer labyrinth in the churchyard, and we hope very much that this will be in place before our service on Sunday 4th January so that we can include a prayer of dedication. This project has turned out to be completely free, thanks to the advice, support and encouragement of Peter Clark (a retired vicar and labyrinth enthusiast) and the donation of a huge bag of sawdust from D Wilson Timber near Easingwold. Thank you also to Andy Metcalfe for cutting the grass back so that we can lay the pathway with a sawdust trail. This whole idea seems very in tune with St Mary's - as the grasses grow up, the labyrinth will disappear, and we can decide next year if we want to install it again! There will be a little booklet giving ideas about how to use the labyrinth as a prayerful/mindful/peaceful walk and we hope that you'll be able to try it yourself and give us some feedback. Currently our plan is to lay it out on Monday 29th December - so if you'd like to be involved or come and see, then please let me know and I'll confirm the timings when I know them!

This week I have slightly adapted a prayer for New Year's Day from 'Celtic Daily Light' by the late Ray Simpson. Many of us have mixed feelings about New Year's Resolutions, but it's always good to look forward with hope, and look back with the love and grace of God firmly in mind! Ray Simpson wrote, 'Whatever our regrets about last year, it is important to put them behind us; to release them into the hands of the Lord, and to place everything that lies before us into his sure hands'.

Creator God,
Jesus, Prince of Peace,
Holy Spirit and Source of all Life,
bless us
and go before us
in our pilgrimage of life.
Anticipate our needs,
prevent us from falling,
and lead us to where you want us to be.
Amen.

Every blessing
Caroline
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Here is the Covenant Prayer, which is renewed every year in January in Methodist Churches and which will be shared at the joint ecumenical services in our villages next week. It's a prayer of commitment as a personal response to God's covenant promise to us all: 'I will be your God and you will be my people'. Do see Rev Steve's comments in the update for more information about this powerful and courageous prayer!
I am no longer my own, but Yours:
Put me to what you will,
Rank me with whom You will;
Put me to doing, put me to suffering;
Let me be employed by You or laid aside for You,
Exalted for You or brought low by You;
Let me be full, let me be empty;
Let me have all things, let me have nothing.
I freely and heartily yield all things
To Your pleasure and disposal.
And now, O glorious and blessed God,
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit,
You are mine, and I am Yours. So be it.
And the covenant which I have made on earth,
Let it be ratified in heaven. Amen.

