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Dear Friends, 

There has been quite a bit of talk in the media in the past year about 

what has been called ‘The Quiet Revival’. This dates back to a report 

of that name produced by the Bible Society early last year. The report 

challenged the current assumption of Christian decline with stories 

(and statistics) suggesting that what is called Gen Z (pronounced the 

American way) – roughly, those in their teens and twenties – are much 

more open to faith than previous generations, and have been demon-

strating this by turning up at church (and this is particularly so amongst 

young men). 

There has been a pushback against this – one survey swallow doesn’t 

make a spiritual summer – and I must say that I started off being a bit 

sceptical myself. But over the past year I have been asking around and 

seeing whether clergy friends and colleagues around the country have 

seen any signs of the Quiet Revival. And I have been receiving lots of 

anecdotal evidence that suggests there might be something in it. 

Indeed, you don’t have to go very far to see some evidence. In my 

work as Rural Dean of North Cambridge I see quite a lot of what is go-

ing on in the churches of our city. I happened to pop into two of them 

on a Sunday morning in the past few months and they were both full – 

including plenty of younger men. They haven’t always been so well 

attended. They both offer a distinctive ‘brand’ of Christianity – tradi-

tional in worship and using the Book of Common Prayer – but with 

incumbents who would regard themselves as mainstream Church of 

England. Other city centre (Anglican) churches have a distinctive 

evangelical and/or charismatic flavour, with much less formal worship. 

They too are growing, indeed overflowing. 

Do we see any of this out in our three villages? The evidence is thin-

ner, I have to say. We have had one or two younger people join us on 

Sunday mornings but it’s too soon and not enough data to say it’s a 

trend. But we did notice that most of our Christmas services this year 

were fuller than they have been for some time. Our carol service in Fen 

Ditton was packed and we were putting out seats as people arrived.   
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But our population is not as young as central Cambridge and so per-

haps it’s not surprising if it takes a while for the waves of the Quiet 

Revival to reach us. Are we ready for it? Perhaps what we can learn 

from the city is that the young value somewhere where they meet peo-

ple in the flesh and form face-to-face relationships (as opposed to the 

online variety) in a spiritual context where there is a rich depth of be-

lief and spiritual practice. They are not averse to undiluted worship, 

serious engagement with the Bible, a rich diet of prayer and deeply 

committed but open communities of faith.   

Are we ready if the tide really is turning? 

With warmest greetings 

Lent 

Lent begins during February. Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday 18th – 

there will be a service of Holy Communion with Ashes at 7.30pm that 

evening (in Fen Ditton). Our Lent course will begin the following 

Wednesday and we will be reading and reflecting on parts of St John’s 

gospel with the help of David Ford’s new book, ‘Meeting God in 

John’. 

Besom Christmas hampers – thank you!  

Besom were delighted to receive the contributions from the 3 parishes 

at the start of December. With a concentrated effort all the hampers 

were delivered 3 days later and will have brought Christmas cheer to 

over 80 needy households. Thank you all so much.  
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Our Parishes 

If you would like to discuss baptism or thanksgiving for the birth of a 
child, the reading of marriage banns and weddings, or arrangements 

for a funeral at any of our churches, please contact Nick, our Rector/
Vicar (see inside cover for contact details). 

Do you have something to announce, someone to thank or 
congratulate, or a request to make? If so, send your message to 

the Editor and see it published here!  
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Ancient Shepherds’ Book Club 

We meet at The King’s Head, Fen Ditton, 

on the first Wednesday of the month, at 

7.30pm. Please join us there or contact 

Carol, on 07941 492271, for further details. 

Wed, 4th Feb, 7.30pm, ‘Pretty Girl in Crimson Rose (8)’ by Sandy 

Balfour 

Wed, 4th Mar, 7.30pm, ‘Butter’ by Asako Yusuki 

FEN DITTON 200 CLUB 

The lucky winners for February were: 

£50    Claire Hawkins (24) £10   Stephen Ennis (96)  

£20    Anne Lockhard (56) £10   Jenson Ambrose (156) 

£10    Jenny Conroy (38)    

New Life needs a new editor! Could it be you? 

Nick writes: 

We’re sad to say that Kerry is stepping down as editor of New Life in 

the summer. We are so grateful to her for her excellent stewardship of 

our magazine over a good number of years now – including during 

Covid. But this means we are, of course, on the hunt for a replacement. 

Is this something you might consider? Kerry says that it takes her 

about 3–4 hours a month (mainly focused on the day(s) she is putting 

it all together). You would be well supported – not least in that the ad-

vertising, physical distribution and finances are all overseen by an ex-

perienced team. And all the material is provided one way or another so 

there’s no writing involved (unless you would like to, of course). If 

you might be interested I’d be glad to have a no-commitment conver-

sation, and Kerry would also be delighted to chat to anyone thinking 

about it. 
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St Peter’s Horningsea: From beneath the floor to the top 

of the tower 

This year we will start the project to make the access to the tower safe 

by replacing the ladder and adding balustrades and hand holds in the 

tower. We will also replace the whole of the floor in the north side of 

the church – where the floorboards and tiles have been damaged by the 

damp. This is a major project involving removing all the pews in the 

north side of the church so that the floor can be lifted, specialist damp 

proofing material can be laid and a new wooden floor can be put down. 

The Victorian tiles and pamments will be replaced, if they are broken 

or damaged beyond repair, or re-laid. The pillars which have been af-

fected by the damp will be renovated. In the west end of the aisle there 

are two 10th C tomb lids which are surrounded by the Victorian tiles. It 

may be necessary to instruct archaeologists to look at what, if anything, 

is underneath these tomb lids. The whole project will cost about 

£130,000. The church has some funds, from events that have been or-

ganised in the last few years. The Friends of Horningsea Church will be 

able to make a contribution. We hope that the Diocesan Bell Ringers 

will make a contribution to replacing the ladder and enhancing the tow-

er access. However, the largest sum of money will have to come from 

grants or loans from various grant giving bodies. We have an applica-

tion for a Heritage Lottery grant for £100,000. Once we know the out-

come of that application we will have to look at applying to other bod-

ies. Meanwhile we will continue to fundraise and ask for donations. If 

you are willing or able to make a donation we would be so very grate-

ful. Donations can be made directly to Horningsea PCC, Sort Code 30-

91-74, Account Number 00755327. If you make a donation please add 

your surname and “project” as the reference. Please email the treasurer 

and confirm if you would like to “Gift Aid” your donation: horn-

ingsea@michaelandjane.org.uk. 

You can also make a donation via the Parish Giving Scheme PGS ref: 

42837 – ask the treasurer if you need more information about the way 

the scheme works.  
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Thank you for reading this and for supporting St Peter’s Church. The 

church will remain open and usable for the three months that the work 

is expected to take. 

And then the fun aspects of the project!  

Once the work is complete there will be various events celebrating the 

Saxon and Viking history of the church – with a Viking re-enactment 

society coming to lead a fun re-enactment day during the summer. 

There will be a talk about the Saxon minster, an exhibition celebrating 

the 260th anniversary of the embroidered linen altar cloth (which is 10 

years older than the United States of America, having been embroi-

dered in 1766!), there may be a Teddy Bears’ parachute jump … there 

will be bell ringing open days …  

Keep your eyes open for all the planned events as the year moves on. 
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FEN DITTON GARDENING CLUB 

The end of 2025 was a busy one for the members of the Fen Ditton 

Gardening Club. 

We hosted an excellent educational talk on Tuesday 25th November. 

The subject was attracting Bees and Butterflies into your Garden and 

our speaker, Peter Jackson, provided clear guidance and presented a 

selection of plants you can add to your garden to help attract these 

beautiful insects. These included Winter Honeysuckle, Dwarf Daphne 

(potted) and dead Nettles. We had an informative Q&A and the fol-

lowing book was recommended if you wish to learn more about these 

fascinating pollinators: https://www.nhbs.com/butterfly-conservation-

the-warwickshire-approach-book 

Heading into December, we held our annual Christmas Party, which 

was a fun evening with food, drink and a popular quiz. 

January saw the return of our monthly talks. On Tuesday 27th January 

we welcomed Charlotte Waters, who grew up in Fen Ditton and is now 

a Gardener. Charlotte talked about her work at Kings College through-

out the year, focusing on various tasks they complete during the differ-

ent seasons. 

On Tuesday 24th February, we will be holding our first Fen Ditton 

Gardening Club Mixer. As a club, we have a wealth of gardening 

knowledge. One of our members will talk about soil types, the role of 

Mycorrhizal Fungi and soil conditioning. We will also be hosting a 

round table Q&A on the art of composting, as well as offer the oppor-

tunity for attendees to bring a small (jam jar sized) sample of their own 

soil to be tested for pH level, moisture and soil fertility. 

Talks take place at Fen Ditton Village Hall. Doors open 7:15pm. Start 

at 7.30pm. 

Guests welcome. 
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Hope to see you soon! 

From the Fen Ditton Gardening Club Committee xx 

We always welcome new members. 

Members range from those with a passionate interest in gardening and 

allotment growing, to those who enjoy visiting gardens and coming to 

listen to our varied and interesting speakers. 

We meet monthly (from October–April), on the fourth Tuesday of the 

month and listen to some varied and interesting speakers. All talks take 

place at Fen Ditton Village Hall. Doors open 7:15pm. Talks start at 

7.30pm. 

The programme changes during the summer months and includes 

weekend garden visits, a picnic and a plant sale. 

Membership is £10 for the year. This can be paid on the night of a talk 

in cash or via BACS in advance. Guest price on the night £3. 

Dates for your diary: 

Tuesday 27th January       Charlotte Waters: Kings College Gardens 

Tuesday 24th February     Fen Ditton Gardening Club Mixer. Q&A   

          on Soil and Compost 

Tuesday 24th March         Diana Cook: Caring for God’s Acres 

Tuesday 28th April         Tim Scott: Nature Friendly Farming 

Saturday 9th May         Bring & Buy Plant Sale 

Saturday 12th September  Fen Ditton Village Show 

For all enquiries about Fen Ditton Gardening Club including member-

ship, please visit http://fdgc.uk or email c@fdgc.uk. 

We can also be found on Facebook at FenDittonGardeningClub 
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The Plough and Fleece is a beautiful country pub set in the de-

lightful village of Horningsea, near to Cambridge. The timber 

framed public house and restaurant combines both a formal and 

informal atmosphere, providing a modern dining room at the rear 

and a traditional rustic bar at the front. The pub offers a large 

range of drinks to cater to all customers, including cask and keg 

beers and a large spirits selection. Summer days and warm eve-

nings can be spent in the large beer garden with views over fields 

to the river Cam, where children and dogs are welcome. If you are 

looking for a place to visit for a few pints of good beer, a light 

lunch or evening meal, the Plough and Fleece will take care of you 

and provide a very warm welcome! 

To make a table reservation, please email: 

 bookings@ploughandfleece.co.uk 

Telephone number: 01223 860795 
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St Peter’s Church says “thank you”  

To everyone who contributed to make the Christmas services so spe-

cial! – those who decorated the church with the candles; those who 

decorated the tree and donated it; those who sang and read at the carol 

service; those who took part in the Very Short Nativity (especially the 

grumpy innkeeper!); those who helped with refreshments at the Vocal 

Consort concert; and all those who came on Christmas Day! Major 

thanks too for those who dismantled the candles and put them all away 

before 6 January. The PCC is so grateful to you all and of course to all 

of the clergy team and Julian for everything they contributed. The col-

lection taken at the Carol Service was shared with the Besom charity 

and they have been sent about £135. The Mary Muhr award for cultur-

al contribution to the village of Horningsea was awarded to Margaret 

Starkie for the contribution she made to leading the Save Honey Hill 

campaign.  

Memorial Stone in Horningsea Churchyard 

When the weather is better it is planned to ask the stonemason to come 

and add names to the Memorial Stone in Horningsea Churchyard. If 

you would like the name of your loved one to be added to the stone 

please let one of the church wardens know so we can obtain costings 

from the stone mason.  

New Archbishop of Canterbury 

The Rt Revd and Rt Hon Dame Sarah Mullally DBE officially became 
Archbishop of Canterbury on 28th January 2026, when she was legally 
confirmed at St Paul’s Cathedral. 

As Bishop of London (installed in 2018), she led the Church of Eng-
land’s Living in Love and Faith process from 2020 to 2023. This in-
cluded the formative stages of discernment and decision making which 
saw the introduction of the Prayers of Love and Faith for same-sex 
couples, discussed in previous editions of New Life. 
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All in the month of… 

It was: 

300 years ago, on 20th Feb 1726 that William Prescott, an American 
colonel in American Revolutionary War, was born. 

200 years ago, on 4th Feb 1826 that James Fenimore Cooper’s histori-
cal romance novel The Last of the Mohicans was published. 

175 years ago, on 1st Feb 1851 that novelist Mary Shelley died. 

125 years ago, on 2nd Feb 1901 that the funeral of Queen Victoria 
took place. 

80 years ago, on 11th Feb 1946 that the Revised Standard Version of 
the New Testament was published. 

Also 80 years ago, on 14th Feb 1946 that the Bank of England was 
nationalised. 

Also 80 years ago, on 19th Feb 1946 that mathematician and cryptana-
lyst Alan Turing presented a paper that gave the first reasonably com-
plete design of a stored-programme computer. 

65 years ago, on 9th Feb 1961 that the Beatles played at the Cavern 
Club in Liverpool for the first time. 

50 years ago, on 11th Feb 1976 that John Curry won Britain’s first-
ever Olympic gold medal in figure skating. 

Also 50 years ago, on 23rd Feb 1976 that artist the L S Lowry died.  

40 years ago, on 12th Feb 1986 that the Treaty of Canterbury was 
signed by Britain and France.  

30 years ago, on 1st Feb 1996 that US President Bill Clinton met Sinn 
Fein President Gerry Adams at the White House. 

25 years ago, on 12th Feb 2001 that the Human Genome Project an-
nounced the publication of the first complete working draft of the hu-
man genome. 

20 years ago, on 18th Feb 2006 that the Rolling Stones played the 
world’s largest free rock concert on Copacabana beach, Rio de Janei-
ro. An estimated 2 million people attended. 
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