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Dear Friends,

There has been quite a bit of talk in the media in the past year about
what has been called ‘The Quiet Revival’. This dates back to a report
of that name produced by the Bible Society early last year. The report
challenged the current assumption of Christian decline with stories
(and statistics) suggesting that what is called Gen Z (pronounced the
American way) — roughly, those in their teens and twenties — are much
more open to faith than previous generations, and have been demon-
strating this by turning up at church (and this is particularly so amongst
young men).

There has been a pushback against this — one survey swallow doesn’t
make a spiritual summer — and I must say that I started off being a bit
sceptical myself. But over the past year | have been asking around and
seeing whether clergy friends and colleagues around the country have
seen any signs of the Quiet Revival. And I have been receiving lots of
anecdotal evidence that suggests there might be something in it.

Indeed, you don’t have to go very far to see some evidence. In my
work as Rural Dean of North Cambridge I see quite a lot of what is go-
ing on in the churches of our city. I happened to pop into two of them
on a Sunday morning in the past few months and they were both full —
including plenty of younger men. They haven’t always been so well
attended. They both offer a distinctive ‘brand’ of Christianity — tradi-
tional in worship and using the Book of Common Prayer — but with
incumbents who would regard themselves as mainstream Church of
England. Other city centre (Anglican) churches have a distinctive
evangelical and/or charismatic flavour, with much less formal worship.
They too are growing, indeed overflowing.

Do we see any of this out in our three villages? The evidence is thin-
ner, I have to say. We have had one or two younger people join us on
Sunday mornings but it’s too soon and not enough data to say it’s a
trend. But we did notice that most of our Christmas services this year
were fuller than they have been for some time. Our carol service in Fen
Ditton was packed and we were putting out seats as people arrived.
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But our population is not as young as central Cambridge and so per-
haps it’s not surprising if it takes a while for the waves of the Quiet
Revival to reach us. Are we ready for it? Perhaps what we can learn
from the city is that the young value somewhere where they meet peo-
ple in the flesh and form face-to-face relationships (as opposed to the
online variety) in a spiritual context where there is a rich depth of be-
lief and spiritual practice. They are not averse to undiluted worship,
serious engagement with the Bible, a rich diet of prayer and deeply
committed but open communities of faith.

Are we ready if the tide really is turning?

With warmest greetings
Nl
/
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Besom Christmas hampers — thank you!

Besom were delighted to receive the contributions from the 3 parishes
at the start of December. With a concentrated effort all the hampers
were delivered 3 days later and will have brought Christmas cheer to
over 80 needy households. Thank you all so much.
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Lent

Lent begins during February. Ash Wednesday is on Wednesday 18th —
there will be a service of Holy Communion with Ashes at 7.30pm that
evening (in Fen Ditton). Our Lent course will begin the following
Wednesday and we will be reading and reflecting on parts of St John’s
gospel with the help of David Ford’s new book, ‘Meeting God in
John’.
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Our Parishes

If you would like to discuss baptism or thanksgiving for the birth of a
child, the reading of marriage banns and weddings, or arrangements
for a funeral at any of our churches, please contact Nick, our Rector/
Vicar (see inside cover for contact details).
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Ancient Shepherds’ Book Club

We meet at The King’s Head, Fen Ditton,
on the first Wednesday of the month, at

7.30pm. Please join us there or contact
Carol, on 07941 492271, for further details.

Wed, 4th Feb, 7.30pm, ‘Pretty Girl in Crimson Rose (8)’ by Sandy
Balfour

Wed, 4th Mar, 7.30pm, ‘Butter’ by Asako Yusuki

New Life needs a new editor! Could it be you?
Nick writes:

We’re sad to say that Kerry is stepping down as editor of New Life in
the summer. We are so grateful to her for her excellent stewardship of
our magazine over a good number of years now — including during
Covid. But this means we are, of course, on the hunt for a replacement.
Is this something you might consider? Kerry says that it takes her
about 3—4 hours a month (mainly focused on the day(s) she is putting
it all together). You would be well supported — not least in that the ad-
vertising, physical distribution and finances are all overseen by an ex-
perienced team. And all the material is provided one way or another so
there’s no writing involved (unless you would like to, of course). If
you might be interested I’d be glad to have a no-commitment conver-
sation, and Kerry would also be delighted to chat to anyone thinking
about it.

FEN DITTON 200 CLUB

The lucky winners for February were:

£50 Claire Hawkins (24) £10 Stephen Ennis (96)
£20 Anne Lockhard (56) £10 Jenson Ambrose (156)

£10 Jenny Conroy (38)




St Peter’s Horningsea: From beneath the floor to the top
of the tower

This year we will start the project to make the access to the tower safe
by replacing the ladder and adding balustrades and hand holds in the
tower. We will also replace the whole of the floor in the north side of
the church — where the floorboards and tiles have been damaged by the
damp. This is a major project involving removing all the pews in the
north side of the church so that the floor can be lifted, specialist damp
proofing material can be laid and a new wooden floor can be put down.
The Victorian tiles and pamments will be replaced, if they are broken
or damaged beyond repair, or re-laid. The pillars which have been af-
fected by the damp will be renovated. In the west end of the aisle there
are two 10th C tomb lids which are surrounded by the Victorian tiles. It
may be necessary to instruct archaeologists to look at what, if anything,
is underneath these tomb lids. The whole project will cost about
£130,000. The church has some funds, from events that have been or-
ganised in the last few years. The Friends of Horningsea Church will be
able to make a contribution. We hope that the Diocesan Bell Ringers
will make a contribution to replacing the ladder and enhancing the tow-
er access. However, the largest sum of money will have to come from
grants or loans from various grant giving bodies. We have an applica-
tion for a Heritage Lottery grant for £100,000. Once we know the out-
come of that application we will have to look at applying to other bod-
ies. Meanwhile we will continue to fundraise and ask for donations. If
you are willing or able to make a donation we would be so very grate-
ful. Donations can be made directly to Horningsea PCC, Sort Code 30-
91-74, Account Number 00755327. If you make a donation please add
your surname and “project” as the reference. Please email the treasurer
and confirm if you would like to “Gift Aid” your donation: horn-
ingsea@michaelandjane.org.uk.

You can also make a donation via the Parish Giving Scheme PGS ref:
42837 — ask the treasurer if you need more information about the way
the scheme works.
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Thank you for reading this and for supporting St Peter’s Church. The
church will remain open and usable for the three months that the work
is expected to take.

And then the fun aspects of the project!

Once the work is complete there will be various events celebrating the
Saxon and Viking history of the church — with a Viking re-enactment
society coming to lead a fun re-enactment day during the summer.
There will be a talk about the Saxon minster, an exhibition celebrating
the 260th anniversary of the embroidered linen altar cloth (which is 10
years older than the United States of America, having been embroi-
dered in 1766!), there may be a Teddy Bears’ parachute jump ... there
will be bell ringing open days ...

Keep your eyes open for all the planned events as the year moves on.

ﬂ ‘| dearly loved the Red Lion’

Grace Dent,

R E D L l O N The Guardian,February 2018

RESTAURANT & BAR

since 1s20 ‘A perfect gastropub’
James Knappett 2* michelin

The Telegraph August 2021
Over the last two years

The Red Lion in Soham has been lovingly restored by Peter
Leonard to bring the building back to its former glory.

Lucy Jarman (formerly of The Old Fire Engine House in Ely) has

now opened the Red Lion as a restaurant, serving a rustic menu of Mediterranean and British food,
using seasonal and local produce. Private dining available and an event space which seats up to
80 people.

Opening hours:
Lunchtime: Weds to Sunday
Fveninas: Weds to Saturdav

www.redlionsoham.com
(01353) 771633
info@theredlionsoham.co.uk
17 High St, Soham, , CB7 5HE




PEASGOOD & SQATES

THE FAMILY FUNERAL SERVICE
All types of funeral - Lady and Gentleman Funeral Directors
Arrangements can be made in the comfort of your own home

Funeral pre-planning - A wide range of memorials

617 Newmarket Rd 164 Histon Rd
CAMBRIDGE CAMBRIDGE

: / ) 01223 415255 01223 791060

mama Also at Sawston, Duxford, Haverhill

and Saffron Walden

A personal, caring service from a local business, day or night
www.peasgoodandskeates.co.uk o

.{. Greenwood
&/ homecare

Award-winning
home care in the
Cambridge area

We provide high-quality care to help you
live independently, in the comfort of your
own home. Our friendly, and well-trained
carers, can support you with things like
personal care, medication, companionship
or anything else you need.

o@ AT ""”é, FOR MORE INFORMATION
NIGHT CARE AVAILABLE o retten bt 01223 850938

cambridge@greenwoodhomecare.co.uk




ST ZTWISZ fOO’T CAREZ

Clinic-based Podiatry

ALONGSIDE GENERAL FOOTCARE WE OFFERA  |ARE YOUR LOCKS BEHAVING BADLY?
RANGE OF SPECIALIST TREATMENTS INCLUDING:
We Value Old Fashioned Customer Service

Children’s foot problems A Local Trusted Family Business Since 1989
Lunula Laser™ fungal nail treatment

Swift Microwave for verrucas E[ Specialist in UPVC & Wooden Doors
Biomechanical assessments ¢T3 No Call Out Charge

s
MotionMetrix gait and running analysis No Fix No Fee
SIDAS bespoke orthotic insoles A
S © All Work Fully Guaranteed
Diabetic foot care . . .

&3 10% Senior Citizen Discount

Nail surgery

Wilde-Pedique toenail reconstruction

For More Advice & Help Call Christopher:

HCPC Regis-lt-eerI(:dOTGRigP?’-::clzZi?ed Practice 0 7 7 7 2 1 1 1 2 2 2

stepwise-footcare.co.uk

Unit 1, 10 Ness Road, Burwell, Cambridge CB25 0AA www.christopherthelocksmith.co.uk

Having Computer Problems..?
Specialist Advice and Information g

Hardware and Software Installation

Firewall - AntiVirus - Security

Broadband - Cable - DSL - ADSL

Networking - WiFi A

Glenn Jobson A8E
lenn@colour-mad.co.uk
glenn@ (@]

www.colour-mad.co.uk LINKSYS'
01223 526110 / 07748 517609  'scixin. EPSON
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The end of 2025 was a busy one for the members of the Fen Ditton
Gardening Club.

We hosted an excellent educational talk on Tuesday 25th November.
The subject was attracting Bees and Butterflies into your Garden and
our speaker, Peter Jackson, provided clear guidance and presented a
selection of plants you can add to your garden to help attract these
beautiful insects. These included Winter Honeysuckle, Dwarf Daphne
(potted) and dead Nettles. We had an informative Q&A and the fol-
lowing book was recommended if you wish to learn more about these
fascinating pollinators: https://www.nhbs.com/butterfly-conservation-
the-warwickshire-approach-book

Heading into December, we held our annual Christmas Party, which
was a fun evening with food, drink and a popular quiz.

January saw the return of our monthly talks. On Tuesday 27th January
we welcomed Charlotte Waters, who grew up in Fen Ditton and is now
a Gardener. Charlotte talked about her work at Kings College through-
out the year, focusing on various tasks they complete during the differ-
ent seasons.

On Tuesday 24th February, we will be holding our first Fen Ditton
Gardening Club Mixer. As a club, we have a wealth of gardening
knowledge. One of our members will talk about soil types, the role of
Mycorrhizal Fungi and soil conditioning. We will also be hosting a
round table Q&A on the art of composting, as well as offer the oppor-
tunity for attendees to bring a small (jam jar sized) sample of their own
soil to be tested for pH level, moisture and soil fertility.

Talks take place at Fen Ditton Village Hall. Doors open 7:15pm. Start
at 7.30pm.

Guests welcome.

14



Hope to see you soon!

From the Fen Ditton Gardening Club Committee xx

We always welcome new members.

Members range from those with a passionate interest in gardening and
allotment growing, to those who enjoy visiting gardens and coming to
listen to our varied and interesting speakers.

We meet monthly (from October—April), on the fourth Tuesday of the
month and listen to some varied and interesting speakers. All talks take
place at Fen Ditton Village Hall. Doors open 7:15pm. Talks start at
7.30pm.

The programme changes during the summer months and includes
weekend garden visits, a picnic and a plant sale.

Membership is £10 for the year. This can be paid on the night of a talk
in cash or via BACS in advance. Guest price on the night £3.

Dates for your diary:
Tuesday 27th January  Charlotte Waters: Kings College Gardens

Tuesday 24th February Fen Ditton Gardening Club Mixer. Q&A
on Soil and Compost

Tuesday 24th March Diana Cook: Caring for God’s Acres
Tuesday 28th April Tim Scott: Nature Friendly Farming
Saturday 9th May Bring & Buy Plant Sale

Saturday 12th September Fen Ditton Village Show

For all enquiries about Fen Ditton Gardening Club including member-
ship, please visit http://fdgc.uk or email c@fdgc.uk.

We can also be found on Facebook at FenDittonGardeningClub




PLOUGH AND FLEECE

HORNINGSEA

The Plough and Fleece is a beautiful country pub set in the de-
lightful village of Horningsea, near to Cambridge. The timber
framed public house and restaurant combines both a formal and
informal atmosphere, providing a modern dining room at the rear
and a traditional rustic bar at the front. The pub offers a large
range of drinks to cater to all customers, including cask and keg
beers and a large spirits selection. Summer days and warm eve-
nings can be spent in the large beer garden with views over fields
to the river Cam, where children and dogs are welcome. If you are
looking for a place to visit for a few pints of good beer, a light
lunch or evening meal, the Plough and Fleece will take care of you
and provide a very warm welcome!

To make a table reservation, please email:
bookings@ploughandfleece.co.uk

Telephone number: 01223 860795
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Elchar(% gtel)l)lnds
uneral Dervice =
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. Inclependent famlly business
Personal 24 hour service
Pre-payment funeral plans
Monumental masonry
Floral tributes

- Funeral Director: Richard Stebbings Dip FD, LMBIFD
Kendal House, Caml)ridge Road, Impington, Caml)ridge

Tel 01223 232309

Flooring & Furnishing
\‘V/ Care Specialist
The services we offer -

Fine Rugs, Carpets & Upholstery Cleaning!

“Excellent service - free pick up and then deliver the cleaned rugs on time. Very
happy with the cleaned rugs and happy with the way they keep me posted 2022 2023 2024

timely.” Qian Kan gl st Banto

Is your Wooden Floor in need of Sanding?
Art of Clean Also Offer Dust Free Wood Floor Sanding & &

Restoration Service

“Art of Clean did an amazing job of sanding and lacquering my oak floor in the
kitchen, it looks like a new floor” John Rigley

Call today on 01 223 790021

Please quote "New Life Mag"
www.artofclean.co.uk
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St Peter’s Church says “thank you”

To everyone who contributed to make the Christmas services so spe-
cial! — those who decorated the church with the candles; those who
decorated the tree and donated it; those who sang and read at the carol
service; those who took part in the Very Short Nativity (especially the
grumpy innkeeper!); those who helped with refreshments at the Vocal
Consort concert; and all those who came on Christmas Day! Major
thanks too for those who dismantled the candles and put them all away
before 6 January. The PCC is so grateful to you all and of course to all
of the clergy team and Julian for everything they contributed. The col-
lection taken at the Carol Service was shared with the Besom charity
and they have been sent about £135. The Mary Muhr award for cultur-
al contribution to the village of Horningsea was awarded to Margaret
Starkie for the contribution she made to leading the Save Honey Hill
campaign.

® & 6 6 6 6 6 o o o
Memorial Stone in Horningsea Churchyard

When the weather is better it is planned to ask the stonemason to come
and add names to the Memorial Stone in Horningsea Churchyard. If
you would like the name of your loved one to be added to the stone
please let one of the church wardens know so we can obtain costings
from the stone mason.

® & ¢ 6 6 O ¢ 0 o
New Archbishop of Canterbury

The Rt Revd and Rt Hon Dame Sarah Mullally DBE officially became
Archbishop of Canterbury on 28th January 2026, when she was legally
confirmed at St Paul’s Cathedral.

As Bishop of London (installed in 2018), she led the Church of Eng-
land’s Living in Love and Faith process from 2020 to 2023. This in-
cluded the formative stages of discernment and decision making which
saw the introduction of the Prayers of Love and Faith for same-sex
couples, discussed in previous editions of New Life.
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X CAMBRIDGE X

SMALL WQRX

General handyman service
based in Fen Ditton.

SMALL REPAIRS, FITTINGS, FIXES AND THOSE
LITTLE JOBS THAT NOBODY ELSE WANTS TO DO.

Help@camsmallworx.co.uk
@ 07831 898509 Q

lan Brown -“ i
Painter & Decorator f‘f
City & Guilds Qualified ASPIRE GARDENING
Established since 1985 SERVICES

Interior & Exterior

20 years’ experience

Free Estimates
All aspects of gardening undertaken
ianbrown46(@btinternet.com

46 The Westering

Honest reliable service

Cambridge Mark Sturmey
CB5 8SF. 47 High Ditch Road
; ; Fen Ditton, Cambridge
Tel: 012203 293433 CBS STE
r

Mobile no: 07768985845 07739 715911
| marksturmey@yahoo.co.uk
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All in the month of...

It was:

300 years ago, on 20th Feb 1726 that William Prescott, an American
colonel in American Revolutionary War, was born.

200 years ago, on 4th Feb 1826 that James Fenimore Cooper’s histori-
cal romance novel The Last of the Mohicans was published.

175 years ago, on 1st Feb 1851 that novelist Mary Shelley died.

125 years ago, on 2nd Feb 1901 that the funeral of Queen Victoria
took place.

80 years ago, on 11th Feb 1946 that the Revised Standard Version of
the New Testament was published.

Also 80 years ago, on 14th Feb 1946 that the Bank of England was
nationalised.

Also 80 years ago, on 19th Feb 1946 that mathematician and cryptana-
lyst Alan Turing presented a paper that gave the first reasonably com-
plete design of a stored-programme computer.

65 years ago, on 9th Feb 1961 that the Beatles played at the Cavern
Club in Liverpool for the first time.

50 years ago, on 11th Feb 1976 that John Curry won Britain’s first-
ever Olympic gold medal in figure skating.

Also 50 years ago, on 23rd Feb 1976 that artist the L S Lowry died.

40 years ago, on 12th Feb 1986 that the Treaty of Canterbury was
signed by Britain and France.

30 years ago, on 1st Feb 1996 that US President Bill Clinton met Sinn
Fein President Gerry Adams at the White House.

25 years ago, on 12th Feb 2001 that the Human Genome Project an-
nounced the publication of the first complete working draft of the hu-
man genome.

20 years ago, on 18th Feb 2006 that the Rolling Stones played the
world’s largest free rock concert on Copacabana beach, Rio de Janei-
ro. An estimated 2 million people attended.
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THE TEMPTATION OF JESUS
After Jesus was
baptised in the River
Jordan where did the
Holy Spirit lead him to? v1

How many days was
Jesus being tempted
by the devil? v2

What did Jesus eat? v2

What did the devil tempt
Jesus to turn a stone into?

Read the story in
Luke 4:1-13

\qb‘ TEMP T4 v,
3
DEVIL SAID:

“If you are God'’s Son order
this stone to turn into bread.”
JESUS REPLIED:
“Man shall not live on

bread alone.”

Read Deuteronomy 8:3
WE LEARN:

Read the Bible I
Learn God's word.

=

o TEMp What did Jesus say? v3-4
Qc,o“ r‘qf/o oo Q
) DEVILSADD: 7% What did the devil offer
“I will give you power Jesus if He worshipped him? CQ o
and wealth if you worship me.” What did Jesus say? v7-8 C& o)
JESUS REPLIED: What did th
“Worship the Lord your God dev?l aslk ) TWLDG
and serve only Him.” Jesus to do? ROGLORYLO
Read Deuteronomy 6:13 What did |l BAPTI SED
WE LEARN: @ Je‘“““y?"zﬁ VOFOOTHD
Put God first
Worship only Him. Q SERVEBT I ad
FSJORDANIJEG
FORTYDAYSSONKLORDNH
TDOWNONWORSHIP
TESTWORLDLTUNSB \ e o
LVTEMPTATIONGR ] DE\IGILjA[SD:h
“If you are God'’s Son throw
EIAMJESUS FNGDE yourself down, the scriptures
NLKPDESERTEROA say God will take care of you.”
THOLYSPIRITYMD “bjfigtSpEtEthe!ELB:rd
I MJ E R U S ALEMF S J your God to the test”
WILDERNE S S JUMP Read Deuteronomy 6:16
JESUS « BAPTISED « RIVER * JORDAN « HOLY SPIRIT «LED | WE LEARN:
WILDERNESS ¢ DESERT « FORTY DAYS ¢« HUNGRY ¢ DEVIL God cares, trust O
TEMPTATION « STONE « BREAD « WRITTEN ¢ SON « WORLD Him do not test Him.

KINGDOMS * GLORY » WORSHIP * SERVE * GOD « HIGH
C;}) JERUSALEM * TEMPLE + SON * JUMP « DOWN ¢ LIFT « FOOT « LORD * TEST « LENT

Jan26 © deborah noble « parishpump.co.uk

21




BORLEY BROTHERS
I% ENGINEERING
LIMITED

Engineering Solution Specialists
since 1965

Structural steelwork across all industry sectors
Bespoke metal fabrication to exacting standards

Manufacture of industrial and decorative gates,
railings, safety barriers & support beams

Specialist lifting experts
Hiab and driver hire
Aircraft ground support equipment

Full design and project management capabilities

Borley Brothers Engineering Limited, 6&9 Church Road, Teversham, Cambridge, CB1 9AZ
t: +44 (0)1223 294156 | e-mail: borley@borley-brothers.co.uk | www.borley-brothers.co.uk




SMART

HEATING & PLUMBING

ALL SMALL HEATING &
PLUMBING WORK CARRIED OUT

e Gas Safe Registered

e LPG Gas Registered

o Gas boiler & fire servicing
e Boiler installation

e General plumbing work

e Landlords’ Certificates

07549 992460

Bamwell®HorsT

FLORAL DESIGNERS

Creating Fine Designs Since 1963
Modern & Traditional Foristry

Tel: 01223 350761

malcolmpottsS9@icloud.com James Reyn0|d5 House
Serving Cambridge 263 Newmarket Road, Cambridge CB5 8JE
for 40 Years ;
Based in Cherry Hinton 2163 i armwelforits.co.uk
“*|C&C BLINDS
TH Tree Surgery I
All Tree and Hedge Work Undertaken Specialists VERTICAL
G in blinds BLINDS
arden/Site Clearance
Seasoned Fire Wood )
Any size, ROLLER BLINDS
NPTC Qualified and Fully Insured A
info@thtreesurgery.co.uk e VENETIAN
www.thtreesurgery.co.uk T BLINDS
estimates
07442534712 ROMAN &
PLEATED BLINDS
01638724000 T: 01223 211171
Based in Horningsea and Fordham M: 07761 262070 REPAIRS

Registered Office No. 0902484
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SERVICES FOR FEBRUARY 2

A
£

THE THREE PARISHES

ST MARY'S
FEN DITTON

ST PETER'S

ﬁ |l HORNINGSEA
A [

026

388 | ALL SAINTS

aﬂm TEVERSHAM

1 February
Candlemas: The
Presentation of Christ in
the Temple

10.30am

United Holy Communion

8 February 10.30am 4.00pm 10.30am
27 sunday before Lent Holy Communion Village Service Holy Communion
15 February 8.30am Hol ;
. y Communion
Sunday next before Lent (Book of Common Prayer) ol H%.womg .
oly Communion
10.30am All-age Worship
18 February

Ash Wednesday

7.30pm

Holy Communion & Ashes

26 February
1* Sunday of Lent

10.30am
United Holy Communion
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