Service of Morning Prayer
Christ Church in the Manche
Gratot – 1st February 2026
Good morning and welcome to our Morning service 
Hymn  To God be the Glory
1  To God be the glory! great things He hath done;
    so loved He the world that He gave us His Son;
    who yielded His life an atonement for sin,
    and opened the life gate that all may go in.
        Praise the Lord, praise the Lord!
        let the earth hear His voice;
        praise the Lord, praise the Lord!
        let the people rejoice:
        O come to the Father,
        through Jesus the Son
        and give Him the glory;
        great things He hath done!
2  O perfect redemption, the purchase of blood!
    to every believer the promise of God;
    the vilest offender who truly believes,
    that moment from Jesus a pardon receives.
        Praise the Lord . . .
3  Great things He hath taught us, great things He hath done,
    and great our rejoicing through Jesus the Son;
    but purer, and higher, and greater will be
    our wonder, our rapture, when Jesus we see.
        Praise the Lord . . .

Grace, mercy and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ be with you
 and also with you.
This is the day that the Lord has made.
 Let us rejoice and be glad in it.
Confession
Almighty God,
long-suffering and of great goodness:
I confess to you,
I confess with my whole heart
my neglect and forgetfulness of your commandments,
my wrong doing, thinking, and speaking;
the hurts I have done to others,
and the good I have left undone.
O God, forgive me, for I have sinned against you; and raise me to newness of life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

Absolution

Blessed is the Lord,
for he has heard the voice of our prayer;
therefore shall our hearts dance for joy
and in our song will we praise our God.

The Word of God
First Reading -   Malach1 3:1-5

Psalm 24 
The earth is the Lord’s, and all it contains,
The world and all those within its domains.
2 He founded it upon the seas by His hand;
Established it firm on the waters to stand.

3 O, who may ascend the hill of the Lord?
Or stand in the holy place of our God?
4 The one with clean hands and pure heart without stain,
Who lifts not his soul to an idol in vain.

4/5 The one who won’t swear with falsehood and lies
5 will blessing receive from the Lord on high.
He’ll be vindicated by his Savior God—
6 Such are those who seek for Your face, Jacob’s God

7 O lift up your heads, you doors and you gates;
To enter, the King of glory awaits.
8 This great King of glory, O who can He be?
The Lord, strong and mighty in battle is He!

9 O lift up your heads, you doors and you gates;
To enter, the King of glory awaits.
10 This great King of glory, O who can He be?
The Almighty Lord, King of glory is He!

 New testament reading -  Hebrews 2:14-18


 Hymn -  How deep the fathers love for us  
   
1  How deep the Father’s love for us,
how vast beyond all measure,
that He should give His only Son
to make a wretch His treasure.
How great the pain of searing loss –
the Father turns His face away,
as wounds which mar the chosen one
bring many sons to glory.

2  Behold the man upon a cross,
my sin upon His shoulders;
ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
call out among the scoffers.
It was my sin that held Him there
until it was accomplished;
His dying breath has brought me life –
I know that it is finished.

3  I will not boast in anything,
no gifts, no power, no wisdom;
but I will boast in Jesus Christ,
His death and resurrection.
Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer,
but this I know with all my heart,
His wounds have paid my ransom.


Gospel Reading – Luke 2:22-40

Sermon
Hymn - Take my life and let it be
    Take my life, and let it be
    consecrated, Lord, to Thee;
    take my moments and my days,
    let them flow in ceaseless praise.
2  Take my hands, and let them move
    at the impulse of Thy love;
    take my feet, and let them be
    swift and beautiful for Thee.
3  Take my voice, and let me sing
    always, only, for my King;
    take my lips, and let them be
    filled with messages from Thee.
4  Take my silver and my gold,
    not a mite would I withhold;
    take my intellect, and use
    every power as Thou shalt choose.
5  Take my will, and make it Thine;
    it shall be no longer mine:
    take my heart, it is Thine own;
    it shall be Thy royal throne.
6  Take my love; my Lord, I pour
    at Thy feet its treasure store:
    take myself, and I will be
    ever, only, all, for Thee.
The Creed
All   I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried; he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again; he ascended into heaven, he is seated at the right hand of the Father, and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.   Amen.
We have our Prayers of intercession
The Collect
Gathering our prayers and praises into one as our saviour taught us so we pray 
 Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins  as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and for ever.
Amen.




Offertory Hymn - My hope is built on nothing less 
My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness;
no merit of my own I claim,
but wholly trust in Jesus’ name.
        On Christ, the solid rock, I stand –
all other ground is sinking sand,
all other ground is sinking sand.
2  When weary in this earthly race,
I rest on His unchanging grace;
in every wild and stormy gale
my anchor holds and will not fail.
On Christ, the solid rock . . .
3  His vow, His covenant and blood
are my defence against the flood;
when earthly hopes are swept away
He will uphold me on that day.
On Christ, the solid rock . . .
4  When the last trumpet’s voice shall sound,
O may I then in Him be found!
clothed in His righteousness alone,
faultless to stand before His throne.
On Christ, the solid rock . . .

Prayer of thanksgiving
Notices
The Blessing
Closing Hymn - Rock of ages
1  Rock of ages, cleft for me,
    let me hide myself in Thee;
    let the water and the blood,
    from Thy riven side which flowed,
    be of sin the double cure,
    cleanse me from its guilt and power.

2  Not the labour of my hands
    can fulfil Thy law’s demands;
    could my zeal no respite know,
    could my tears for ever flow,
    all for sin could not atone;
    Thou must save, and Thou alone.




3  Nothing in my hand I bring,
    simply to Thy cross I cling;
    naked, come to Thee for dress,
    helpless, look to Thee for grace;
    foul, I to the fountain fly;
    wash me, Saviour, or I die.

4  While I draw this fleeting breath,
    when mine eyes shall close in death,
    when I soar through tracts unknown,
    see Thee on Thy judgement throne;
    Rock of ages, cleft for me,
    let me hide myself in Thee.

The Grace 
May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all, now and evermore. Amen.

Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.
 In the name of Christ. Amen.


