THE UPDATE #299 (04 January 2026) for the Forest of Galtres Benefice.
The Feast of the Epiphany 2026
Welcome to this week’s update. We have a video reflection the Bishop of Hull. There is a written reflection from me. We continue to pray for the Holy Land as well as Ukraine, prayers below.  The monthly What’s On for Benefice Services in January is attached as a separate page.
From me: Firstly, may I take this opportunity to wish you a very happy New Year and every blessing for 2026.
As we celebrate the Feast  of the Epiphany by coming together as one church, two traditions, it struck me to point out the significance of not treating this Sunday as an opportunity for ‘a Sunday off’ as it is actually a spiritually important event. Below you will find (in a nutshell) 5 reasons why you really ought to be there.

Blessings
Steve




COVENENT SERVICES
In a nutshell, an ecumenical Methodist/Anglican Covenant service publicly celebrates and renews the formal commitment between the two churches to deeper unity and cooperation.
More specifically, its significance is that it:
· Affirms shared faith in Christ and the historic creeds, recognising one another as authentic expressions of the Church.
· Celebrates the Covenant relationship (first established in England in 2003), which commits both churches to grow towards visible unity rather than merely friendly cooperation.
· Encourages practical collaboration, such as shared worship, mission, social action, and local ecumenical partnerships.
· Signals a willingness to address remaining differences, especially around ordained ministry and episcopal oversight, without denying real progress already made.
· Offers a visible witness to unity in a divided world, showing that churches can move beyond historic separation toward reconciliation.
Put simply: the service says, “We are not the same church (tradition), but we are walking together on purpose toward unity in faith, mission, and service.”
.
The Rt Revd Dr Eleanor Sanderson, Bishop of Hull, reflects of Matthew 2.1-12 for the Feat of Epiphany, Sunday 4th January.
Ctrl & click here    https://vimeo.com/1150977668   




Coming to church this week	10.00am Stillington and Sutton at Huby
04 January	Methodist Chapel for the Covenant Service
Epiphany	10.30pm Sheriff at Sheriff Hutton Methodist Chapel
			for the Covenant Service
	  3.00pm Epiphany Celtic Communion at Marton
Coming to church next week	  8.00am BCP Holy Communion at Sutton 
11 January	10.00 Morning Worship at Stillington
Baptism of Christ	10.00 Holy Communion at Sheriff
	10.30pm Plough Sunday service at Farlington 

A reflection for Epiphany: Following the Light Together - Matthew 2:1–12
The Feast of Epiphany invites us to lift our eyes and look again at the light of Christ revealed to the world. In the visit of the Magi, we see not only a familiar and beautiful story, but a deep challenge and encouragement for the Church today, especially as we seek to grow together as one proclaiming, worshipping, and disciple-making community across our benefice.
The Magi were outsiders: Gentiles from the East, beyond the religious boundaries of Israel. Yet they were the ones who recognised the signs of God’s work and responded with courage and obedience. Their journey reminds us that salvation in Christ is universal. From the very beginning, God’s grace reaches beyond borders, cultures, and assumptions. Epiphany calls the Church to reflect that same openness, to be a community that welcomes, includes, and reaches out, confident that Christ is for all people.
The star that guided the Magi speaks powerfully into our own calling. Christ is the light that shines in the darkness, and we are invited not simply to admire that light, but to reflect it. Like the star, our shared life as churches is meant to point beyond ourselves – to Christ. Through acts of love, service, hospitality, and witness, we are called to lead others towards Him.
Notably, the Magi did more than study the signs; they acted. In contrast, Herod and the religious scholars had knowledge but remained unmoved. Epiphany reminds us that faith is not only about understanding, but about response. Discipleship involves movement, stepping out, journeying together, and offering what we have in worship. As a benefice, we are invited to move beyond familiar patterns and respond actively to God’s call in our communities.
The gifts the Magi brought reveal the fullness of who Jesus is: gold for a king, frankincense for one who is divine, and myrrh foreshadowing sacrifice. Epiphany invites us to offer our whole selves to this same Christ – our worship, our service, our unity, and our future.
Finally, Epiphany challenges our assumptions. God is at work in unexpected places and through unexpected people. As we seek to grow together across our parishes, may we remain attentive to Christ’s light, guiding us into deeper unity, wider mission, and a shared commitment to proclaiming the good news.
May we, like the Magi, follow the light together, and rejoice when it leads us to Christ.
                                                                                                                               Rev Steve.
A Prayer for Epiphany and the Year Ahead
Lord Jesus Christ,
Light of the world,
as the Magi followed the star to You,
so lead us in the year ahead.
Open our eyes to see where You are at work,
give us courage to follow Your call,
and unite us as one people in worship and mission,
that our life together may reflect Your light
and draw others to You.
Amen. 

Prayer’s during these challenging times
A prayer for those who are ill or in isolation
God of compassion,
be close to those who are ill,
afraid or in isolation.
In their loneliness,
be their consolation;
in their anxiety, be their hope;
in their darkness, be their light;
through him who suffered
alone on the cross,
but reigns with you in glory,
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
A prayer remembering God is with us
Lord God, you are always with me.
You are with me in the day and
 in the night.
You are with me when I’m happy 
and when I’m sad.
You are with me when I’m healthy 
and when I am ill.
You are with me when I am peaceful
and when I am worried.
Today I am feeling (name how you are feeling)
because (reasons you are feeling this way).
Help me to remember that you love me
and are with me in everything today.
Amen.
A prayer for those working in the
National Health Service
Lord Jesus, who healed the sick 
and gave them new life,
be with doctors, nurses, and carers, 
as they act as agents of your healing touch.
In desperate times, keep them strong yet loving;
support all who work in the 
National Health Service at this crucial time
and give our Leaders, courage, 
wisdom and patience
to bring healing and wholeness to all who suffer.
Amen.



A prayer for the world
God of love and hope,
you made the world and care for all creation,
but the world feels strange right now.
The news is full of stories about Coronavirus.
Some people are worried that they might get ill.
Others are anxious for their family and friends.
Be with them and help them to find peace.
We pray for the doctors 
and nurses and scientists,
and all who are working to discover 
the right medicines
to help those who are ill.
Thank you that even in these anxious times,
you are with us.
Help us to put our trust in you and keep us safe.
Amen.
Personal prayers
Lord Jesus Christ, you said to your disciples,
‘I am with you always’.
Be with me today, as I offer myself to you.
Hear my prayers for others and for myself,
and keep me in your care.
Christ be with me, Christ within me,
Christ behind me, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort and restore me.
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,
Christ in hearts of all that love me,
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.
                                  from St Patrick’s Breastplate
I am giving you worship with all my life,
I am giving you obedience with all my power,
I am giving you praise with all my strength,
I am giving you honour with all my speech.
I am giving you love with all my heart,
I am giving you affection with all my sense,
I am giving you my being with all my mind,
I am giving you my soul, O most high and holy God.
Praise to the Father,
Praise to the Son,
Praise to the Spirit,
The Three in One.
                       adapted from Alexander Carmichael,
                                      Carmina Gadelica (1900)




York Archdeaconry online:
Allerthorpe St Botolph
tinyurl.com/allerthorpechurch
Alne and Brafferton Benefices
beneficesofalneandbrafferton.wordpress.com
Barlby All Saints (Selby)
www.facebook.com/Barlby-Church-All-Saints-109370577229594/
Bramham Benefice
bramhambenefice.org/online-services
www.facebook.com/bramhambenefice/
Prayer requests: stmarysprayer18@gmail.com
Brayton St Wilfrid
www.stwilfridsparish.com
www.youtube.com/channel/UC0uOcH1j1hmIjqMaLn3107w
www.facebook.com/StWilfridsBrayton
Buckrose Carrs Benefice
www.buckrosecarrs.org.uk
Byland Churches (Coxwold, Wass, Husthwaite, Carlton Husthwaite, Brandsby, Yearsley, Crayke)
bylandchurches.net
Clifton Moor Church
www.cliftonmoorchurch.org/
Dunnington St Nicholas
stnicholasdunnington.org.uk/covid19/worship/
Garrowby Churches
www.garrowbychurches.com
Hambleton St Mary
www.stmaryshambleton.org.uk
Heworth Christ Church (York)
www.facebook.com/HeworthChristChurchYork
Heworth Holy Trinity and St Wulstan (York)
www.holytrinitystwulstan.org.uk/resources-during-covd19-shutdown/sermons-from-home.php
Howden Team Benefice
www.facebook.com/HowdenTeamMinistry
Huntington, Earswick and New Earswick All Saints' and St Andrew's (York)
www.facebook.com/allsaintsandstandrewschurch
Monk Fryston and South Milford
www.facebook.com/wilfridandmary
Osbaldwick St Thomas (York)
www.osbaldwickandmurtonchurches.org.uk
Rural Ainsty group: Bilton in Ainsty St Helen; Healaugh St John the Baptist; Wighill All Saints; Hessay St John the Baptist; Moor Monkton All Saints
zoom.us/j/4933255609
www.facebook.com/RuralAinsty/
Selby Edge Community, Amy Hayes Kid's Club
youtu.be/_vOgWGxOxeg
Selby St James
www.stjamesselby.org
Shipton by Beningbrough, Holy Evangelists
www.facebook.com/Holy-Evangelists-Shipton-by-Beningbrough-1130512280308509/
Sherburn in Elmet, All Saints' Church
www.facebook.com/groups/1488164061491644/
South Milford St Mary
www.youtube.com/channel/UCY6l2l1utB0j8P8zOsIIyxg
The Street Parishes
thestreetparishes.org.uk
Tadcaster St Mary
us04web.zoom.us/j/659184880
West Buckrose Parish Church
www.westbuckrose.org
York All Saints, Pavement
www.facebook.com/ASPyork
York Holy Trinity, Micklegate
www.facebook.com/holytrinityyork
York Minster
yorkminster.org/whats-on/event/daily-prayer
York, One Voice
www.facebook.com/One-Voice-York-100914594920110
York St Chad
www.facebook.com/stchadsyork
York St Hilda
www.achurchnearyou.com/church/18968/page/55543/view
York St Lawrence Traditional Language Compline with some sung elements Sundays at 6.00pm
us02web.zoom.us/j/85800588488?pwd=aC95UCtKVEkxN1puOFIwd3JJUmNUdz09
Password: Lawrence
York St Luke the Evangelist
stlukesyork.org/worship
York St Michael-le-Belfrey
www.belfrey.org/livestream
belfrey.org/hope
York St Olave
stolaveschurch.org.uk
York St Paul
www.facebook.com/stpaulsyork
www.youtube.com/channel/UCy2cUq1X4pCXsT5QoGP-Sqw

