

EPIPHANY HOME WORSHIP AND PRAYERS FOR OUR MISSION , OUTREACH AND COMMUNITY.

INRODUCTION AND PREPARATION
[footnoteRef:1]In Epiphany God revealed his glory in Jesus. [1:  JG 11.1.26] 


Come let us worship
From sunrise to sunset 
Praise the name of Jesus 
Give him praise all you followers of Jesus
Lord Jesus, lift our hearts to worship you in spirit and in truth, 
Come Holy Spirit come and inspire our worship
Amen

HYMN https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8Q5A4TctOn0
Brightest and best of the suns of the morning

[footnoteRef:2]CONFESSION [2:  ] 

In these the days of early darkness
Lord Jesus be our light
Where we cannot see
Lord Jesus be our light
Forgive our blindness to the lonely
Lord Jesus be our light
Forgive us and free us from our mistakes and wrong actions
Lord Jesus be our light
Make us clean and new by your Spirit
Lord Jesus be our light

ABSOLUTION: [footnoteRef:3]We thank you Lord that your love and power releases us from our sins.    AMEN [3:  JG 11.1.26] 

					
The Lord’s Prayer: [footnoteRef:4]Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us and. Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and for ever. [4:  Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the C of E: New Patterns for Worship, Daily Prayer and Times and seasons material – headings adapted with new JG words. Lords Prayer as copyrightThe Archbishops’ Council 200.2002,2005@2006] 


THE WORD : Extract from Matthew 2 1-12
Then Herod secretly called for the wise men aaand learned when the star had appeared. Then he sent them to Bethlehem saying, “Go and search diligently for the child; so that I may also pay him homage.” When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. On entering the house they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then opening their treasure - chests they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh. And having been warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road.      This is the word of the Lord – Thanks be to God


REFLECTION
In a week of Christian Unity, which falls in Epiphany, we are reminded that Jesus was shown in Epiphany, not only to the Kings but to Anna and Simeon. That Jesus should be the light of the world, i.e. to the gentiles, as well as to those in Israel, was a challenge in biblical times. The temple of faith was set out to allow gentiles into the outer court of the temple, only.  So Jesus embracing everyone was a challenge to some people then. Is it a challenge to us to embrace all people now? Or to embrace all denominations, now?

How then should Christians behave?  
Perhaps we can be reminded that Christian love, or agape, includes all, loves all, treats all with equity and fairness? 

Jesus is Light of the world, so as the light to us all,  perhaps this inspiration can be used to say special prayers for others. 

PRAYERS

Lord, your brightness and inspiration is as the Morning Star – shine on us to welcome all our Christian brothers and sisters, to work for peace and a harmonious relationship with all. Jesus, hear our prayer that we may shine with your love.

[footnoteRef:5]In Epiphany Jesus, the Son of God was shown to the kings. We pray that others may see Jesus in the way we are kind to others, as the kings were to Jesus. Help us to be children of God, loving others each day.   [5:  JG 11.1.26] 

Jesus, hear our prayer and make us shine.

You ask us to let our bodies be a place where the Holy Spirit can dwell. Come Holy Spirit, to dwell in us, giving us inspiration to be the hands that help at home or at church or in the Community. Spirit of Jesus give us pure hearts - so we think of good and kind things of others. 
Spirit, hear our prayer and make us shine.

Father God, you revealed Jesus to us, You have shown us the light of the star, and that Jesus is like a morning star, inspiring us each day. May our lives shine for you.
Father,  hear our prayer and make us shine.

COMMUNITY INTERCESSIONS
         
Gracious God we bring before special prayers for our community in this Epiphany season, that your illumination, by the Holy Spirit, may fall on our church to guide us. We bring all people and families before you, and especially those who want to hear of you. We pray that our liturgical services, Friday Friends, Communion at Sherburn Hospital, Wild Church and the School will shine your Light on all. 
Lord in your mercy- Hear our prayer.                                                                

Gracious God, may our community be filled with your vision and be bold in mission to others. May your streams of living water flow through your church to a thirsty generation.  Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Saviour Jesus,
We are your church. May all we do, and the way we live,  be to your glory. Lord, in your mercy Hear our prayer. 
Spirit of God, Thank you for the work of the Spirit in all those who help our community because of their jobs, voluntary work or neighbourliness. Lord in your mercy, Hear our prayer.
Help us to be supportive and  to be encouraged to serve and encouraged to give. Bless our neighbours and strengthen those who are working in your name. Lord in your mercy ….  Hear our prayer
Merciful God, we bring before you in quiet those known to us who need your healing.  Lord in your Mercy ……….. Accept these our prayers in the name of our Saviour and Lord Jesus Christ. Amen 

COLLECT (A PRAYER FOR EPIPHANY)
[footnoteRef:6]Almighty God who makes all things new,  [6:  JG 11.1.26] 

whose power is making the snowdrops start to grow                                                                                                 and the seasons to change,                                                                                                                                          give us your grace.
Help us behave in new good ways,
 so we are transformed. 
As the Kings were shown Christ’s glory in their journey,                                                                                      show us your glory in our journey, day by day.
Amen

WE SPEAK OUR FAITH: SAY THE CREED
Ending with:
This is the faith of the Church	We believe and trust in one God, 
					Who is three in one
					Father, Son and Holy Spirit.


HYMN
FROM A DISTANT HOME:    https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5zt_P8NYGns&t=98s


1.From a distant home the Saviour we come seeking,
Using as our guide a star so brightly beaming.

Refrain: Lovely Eastern star that tells of God’s morning,
Heaven’s wondrous light, O never cease thy shining.
Glory in the highest to the Son of Heaven, And upon the earth.
Be peace and love to all.

2. Glowing gold I bring the newborn babe so holy,
Token of his power to reign above in glory.
Refrain

3. Frankincense I bring, the child of God’s own choosing,
Token of our prayers to heaven ever rising.
Refrain

4. Bitter myrrh have I to give the infant Jesus,
Token of the pain that he will bear to save us.  Refrain

BLESSING

May our Father God, 
who led the wise men by the star,
Give us the inspiration of Christ.
Leading us on our lifelong journey to Jesus,
Jesus Light of all Lights, the greatest light of all.
May the Spirit lead us on our journey to find Jesus in our lives,                      
to find Jesus  every day,
and to be with us, Emmanuel our Saviour, for ever.

The Trifold Amen
Amen, Amen, Amen
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