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Confirmation is the service when someone becomes a full member of the Church across the world, joining with Christians of all denominations. In the Confirmation Service, you ‘confirm’, or agree with, the promise your parents and godparents made for you when you were Baptised (or Christened). Both Baptism and Confirmation are only undertaken once in your lifetime. You receive the Holy Spirit, which strengthens you to carry out the work God has set aside for you for the rest of your life. You take a full part in the life of the Church and receive the bread and wine at Communion.
When Jesus was baptised by his cousin John the Baptist in the River Jordan, God sent the Holy Spirit from Heaven to help Him in His mission.  When Jesus left the disciples at the end of His life, He also sent the Holy Spirit on them to help them in their mission.  This shows the Spirit is for everyone.  At Confirmation, we receive the Holy Spirit when the Bishop lays his hands on those being Confirmed.  He asks that the Holy Spirit comes into our lives.
When we receive the Holy Spirit, we are given His gifts which help us to:

	be wise; understand things and people better; give good advice; have courage; have knowledge
	be reverent and caring; realise that God is awesome and full of wonder

Before someone is Confirmed, there is a series of short meetings to attend.  These meetings, to be taken by Reverend Lesley will help you to understand all about Confirmation and what it means for you.  You will find out more about the Christian faith and the Christian family of which you will then become a full member; you will be given the chance to ask questions; and you will be able to think carefully about Christianity.
During the service of Confirmation, which is taken by the Bishop, he will lay hands on each candidate, pray for them silently, then say: “name, God has called YOU by name and made you his own. Confirm O Lord your servant, name, with your Holy Spirit.  Amen”.
This year, the Confirmation Service will take place at St John’s, Higham on Tuesday 21st April at 7.30pm. 
· If you are an adult (18yrs and over) wishing to be confirmed, please complete the attached ‘Adult Confirmation’ form
· If you are the parent of a chid aged 10years or over / in Year 6 at school and you wish for your child to be confirmed, please ask them to complete the ‘Young Peoples Confirmation’ form and both parents must also complete and sign the Parental Consent form
· Reverend Lesley will notify all candidates in due course about the dates and times of the preparation meetings.
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